
19 October 2020 

Open letter to the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse in Religious Organisations and Settings 

 

To the Chair and panel of the Inquiry, 

I write to you as a former Jehovah’s Witness with experience of the group’s culture and practices, and 

knowledge of its published child protection policies. I have been following the Inquiry’s proceedings with 

great interest.  

As such, I implore the Inquiry to use its statutory powers under Section 9 of The Inquiries Rules 2006 to 

demand all data concerning allegations of child sexual abuse currently held by the Christian 

Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses (CCJW) and all associated entities located within England and 

Wales.   

I understand that the Inquiry’s investigation into Jehovah’s Witnesses is still live until findings are 

published, and I feel that full data must be sought from CCJW if these findings are to be meaningful. The 

small selection of data provided by CCJW, namely data relating only to elders and ministerial servants 

and connected to abuse within a kingdom hall reported between 2009 and 2019, is not representative 

of the potentially thousands of cases of abuse beyond these very narrow, arbitrary criteria.  

If CCJW is allowed to submit such a selective dataset, when CCJW’s own published materials suggest 

that it is in possession of a full and detailed database, it will present the public record with a distorted 

and misleading picture of the real harm experienced by victims within the religion and the extent to 

which this is being covered up by CCJW.  

Child sexual abuse is serious and damaging whether it was reported 10 years ago or 30 years ago, and 

whether it was perpetrated in a kingdom hall or in a private home.  Further, the highly-selective 

approach to pursuing data makes the work of advocates and victims much harder moving forward, 

especially since CCJW has apparently been allowed, uncontested, to characterise only a few dozen 

records as being all data when giving oral evidence.  

In this respect, it would have been better if the Inquiry had asked for no data at all rather than allowing 

CCJW to misrepresent only a small sampling as the full data. While I note that the Inquiry is mindful of 

treating all religions equally and not applying scrutiny to one religion that is not applied to others, it 

should be self-evident that not all religions are the same in their approach to child sexual abuse. In 

particular, the Inquiry should note the following:  

• At least two religions (the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church) seized the 

opportunity on the first day of the proceedings to issue formal apologies to victims, whereas 

CCJW refuse to offer any apology whatsoever. 

• While other religions recognise their responsibilities to protect children from predators and have 

taken the opportunity to look honestly at their child protection processes, CCJW has gone out of 

their way to mislead the Inquiry with suggestions that they have no worship activities that serve 

to separate children from their parents even though it has been overwhelmingly demonstrated, 

including in the evidence heard from victims, that this is not true. 

• Unlike other religions, CCJW have demonstrated disdain for victims when the organisation has 

been subjected to external scrutiny. In Australia, they have refused to sign up to the proposed 



redress scheme recommended by that country’s Royal Commission. When an independent 

investigation was commissioned in the Netherlands by Utrecht University the organisation 

resorted to litigation in an attempt to stop the findings being published, dismissing legitimate 

scrutiny as “hate speech”.  In the USA, despite being found subject to mandatory reporting 

legislation, CCJW have appealed to clergy penitent privilege rather than accept the moral 

obligation to report heinous accusations. 

• It should also be taken into account that unlike many other groups CCJW has a written policy of 

meticulously and permanently recording accusations of child sexual abuse among its members, 

not just elders and ministerial servants but of all publishers/ministers, and not just in Kingdom 

Halls but at any time or place. This clearly demonstrates that CCJW do consider themselves 

responsible for dealing with such accusations despite endeavouring to separate themselves for 

the purpose of the Inquiry. However, because CCJW only makes the authorities aware of these 

accusations of child sexual abuse at their own discretion, it is impossible for the Inquiry to 

adequately probe CCJW’s claim that authorities are always notified whenever children are in 

danger without analysing all available data.   

The above points represent extraordinary mitigating factors involving CCJW’s policies and practices 

compelling the Inquiry to apply scrutiny to the organisation’s full records on abuse allegations. I believe 

current members of CCJW and the general public should be made fully aware of the true potential 

extent of abuse within the religion. This will serve to protect children, since parents will be equipped 

with the information they need to take additional protective measures until legislative changes can be 

implemented. 

It is understood that adequately investigating child sexual abuse is an onerous challenge, however it is 

made more difficult where the extent of abuse within institutions is not clearly realised or understood. 

The Inquiry’s website states: “Our remit is wide ranging, but as a statutory inquiry we have unique 

authority to compel both witnesses and any material we feel is necessary in order to investigate where 

institutions have let children down in the past”. While the investigation is still live, it is of utmost 

importance that the Inquiry urgently uses its unique authority so as to avoid further spread of 

misinformation and harm to survivors, who have been sadly let down by those they believed they could 

trust. 

 

Yours faithfully  

All signatories to Change.Org petition to the Inquiry (dated 19 October 2020 available at 

https://www.change.org/CCJW_CSA_data) 


