SE:SSA April 30, 2019
URGENT
TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS
Re: Photographs of conscientious objectors
Dear Brothers:
We are writing to ask for your help in connection with a historical project, related to the hundreds of
brothers who maintained integrity as conscientious objectors during the 60’s and 70’s. We are working on
completing a photographic archive in which we would like to have a photograph of each one of these
faithful brothers.
For what purpose? Firstly, so we can have a complete archive which will help us document this
unique period of our theocratic history. Also, it will help us determine, to the extent possible, the number of
Witnesses who objected to military service. Secondly, so we can prepare an accurate and complete
exhibition here at Bethel.
What do we need from you? Thanks to your previous collaboration, we have a good collection of
photographs taken in the Santa Catalina Prison in Cádiz, so we do not need any more from this prison.
However, we have few photographs from other prisons where brothers, although fewer in number, were
imprisoned.
What photos interest us? Two types of photographs: 1) photographs of what life was like for our
brothers in prison; the condition of the prison; the sleeping quarters, etc. 2) Two photographs of each
conscientious objectors: a recent photograph, and a photograph of when he was imprisoned.
How can this work be organized? Since we understand this project may take some time, we would
prefer that an elder supervise it. Please follow the following instructions if you have a brother who was a
conscientious objector in your congregation:
1. Please write the full name and surnames of the brother, the congregation in which he serves, a list of
the prisons he was imprisoned, and the time he spent there
2. A photograph taken of the brother when he was in prison. If the brother only has a photograph where
he appears in a group, this can be sent to us indicating where he appears in the photo.
3. A recent photograph, preferably dressed as for a meeting.
4. Photographs of different prisons, but not those of Santa Catalina.
5. Model Agreement and Release. The brother—or his closest relative if he has passed away—should
sign the attached document. The original should be sent, along with any original photographs, by
certified mail to the branch addressed to the Writing/Photography Department. The photographs
will be scanned here and returned by certified post to the sender.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Can photographs of deceased conscientious objectors be sent? Yes. Perhaps a close relative or a
friend could provide them as well as a recent photograph of the brother before his death. The closest relative
should sign the attached document, authorizing the use of these photographs. (Please see attached example)
Can you send pictures of brothers who were objectors, but are currently inactive? If the brother
is inactive but has a positive attitude, he can be included, as long as he agrees and signs the Model
Agreement and Release form. Perhaps this will help rekindle their zeal for the truth and return to the
congregation. However, as can be expected, we cannot include photographs of disfellowshipped brothers
who were conscientious objectors.
Can you send pictures already scanned? If digital copies are sent, they need to be of good quality.
The recent photographs will most probably be digital and can be sent to the following email address, using
your jwpub.org account: InboxWRT.es@bethel.jw.org. We prefer that the brothers send us their physical
photographs, if they still have them, because we can scan them in high resolution.
What if the brother does not have photographs of his time in prison? We would appreciate it if a
recent picture of the brother is taken and sent to us so we can still include him in the list of conscientious
objectors. If the brother has a photo from that period of time, although not imprisoned, this could be used.
We understand that this project requires extra work for you, for which we greatly appreciate your
help. The history of these brothers is certainly worth of remembering and documenting with accuracy. For
this reason, we thank you in advance for your collaboration and help in this encouraging project. Where
possible, we would like to receive this material before June 15, 2019.
Please receive our Christian love and best wishes.
Your brothers,

Attachments (2)

