





On our wedding day

My dear wife has been
by my side for over 55 years

managed to help all seven of his children to
embrace the truth, despite his being perse-
cuted by the Fascist regime and being sen-
tenced to exile for three years. Lidia too was a
real fighter for the truth. She faced three
court cases before our legal right to preach
from house to house was eventually recog-
nized. When we had been married for six
years, Beniamino, our first son, was born. In
1972 we had another son, Marco. I am de-
lighted that both of them as well as their
tamilies are serving Jehovah zealously.

Staying Active in Jehovah’s Service

During my happy life serving others, I
have had many memorable experiences. For
example, in the early 1980’s, my father-in-
law wrote to the then president of Italy, San-
dro Pertini. During the Fascist dictatorship,
both of them had been exiled to the island
of Ventotene, where perceived enemies of
the regime were held. My father-in-law re-
quested an interview with the intention of
giving the president a witness. When his re-
quest was granted, I accompanied him, and
we were cordially received—something we
were not at all used to. The president warmly
greeted my father-in-law with a hug. Then
we talked about our faith and gave him some
literature.

In 1991, after 44 years as a traveling over-
seer, I left the circuit work, having visit-
ed congregations throughout Italy. For the
next four years, I served as an Assembly Hall
overseer until I had to lighten my activity be-
cause of a serious illness. However, thanks to
Jehovah’s undeserved kindness, I am still in
full-time service. I try to do my best to
preach and teach the good news, and I am
presently conducting some Bible studies.
The brothers still say that when I give talks, I
have an “explosive” enthusiasm. I thank Je-
hovah that my vigor has not diminished
with age.

As a youth, I was completely dominated
by the fear of death, but gaining accurate Bi-
ble knowledge has given me a sure hope of
everlasting life—life “in abundance,” as Jesus
called it. (John 10:10) That is what I am now
looking forward to—a full life in peace, secu-
rity, and happiness, with copious blessings
from Jehovah. May all honor go to our lov-
ing Creator, whose name we have the privi-
lege of bearing.—Ps. 83:18.
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GOD’S REST—WHAT IS IT?

“There remains a sabbath resting for the people of God.”—HEB. 4:9.

ROM the first chapter of Genesis, we

learn that God prepared the earth for hu-
man habitation during six figurative days.
The end of each of these periods is marked
by the words: “There came to be evening
and there came to be morning.” (Gen. 1:5, §,
13, 19, 23, 31) However, with respect to the
seventh day, the Bible states: “God proceed-
ed to bless the seventh day and make it sa-
cred, because on it he has been resting from
all his work that God has created.”—Gen.
2:3.

2 Notice the form of the verb “has been
resting.” That suggests that the seventh day
—God’s “day” of rest—was under way in
1513 B.C.E. when Moses wrote the book of
Genesis. Is God’s rest day still ongoing? If so,
can we enter into it today? The answers to
these questions are of vital importance to us.

Is Jehovah Still “Resting”?

3 Two lines of evidence lead us to the con-
clusion that the seventh day was still under
way in the first century C.E. First, consider
Jesus’ words to opposers who criticized him
for healing on the Sabbath, which they con-
strued as a form of work. The Lord said to
them: “My Father has kept working until
now, and I keep working.” (John 5:16, 17)
What was the point? Jesus was being ac-
cused of working on the Sabbath. His reply:
“My Father has kept working” answered that
charge. In effect, Jesus was saying to his crit-

1, 2. What can we conclude from an accurate ren-
dering of Genesis 2:3, and what questions arise?

3. How do Jesus’ words recorded at John 5:16, 17 in-
dicate that the seventh day was continuing in the
first century?
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ics: ‘My Father and I are engaged in the same
type of work. Since my Father has kept work-
ing during his millenniums-long Sabbath, it
is quite permissible for me to keep working,
even on the Sabbath.” Thus, Jesus implied
that as regards the earth, God’s great Sab-
bath day of rest, the seventh day, had not
ended in his day.”

4 A second line of evidence is provided by
the apostle Paul. When quoting Genesis 2:2
concerning God'’s rest, Paul wrote under in-
spiration: “We who have exercised faith do
enter into the rest.” (Heb. 4:3, 4, 6, 9) So the
seventh day was ongoing in Paul’s day. How
much longer was that day of rest to con-
tinue?

5In order to answer that question, we
must remember the purpose of the seventh
day. Genesis 2:3 explains what it is: “God
proceeded to bless the seventh day and make
it sacred.” That day was ‘made sacred’—sanc-
tified, or set apart, by Jehovah—in order to
bring his purpose to completion. That pur-
pose is for the earth to be inhabited by obedi-
ent men and women who will take care of it
and all life upon it. (Gen. 1:28) It is toward
the realization of that purpose that both
Jehovah God and Jesus Christ, the “Lord
of the sabbath,” have “kept working until

* The priests and Levites performed work on the Sab-
bath in connection with the temple and ‘remained guilt-
less.” As the high priest of God’s great spiritual temple,
Jesus could also carry out his spiritual assignment with-
out fear of violating the Sabbath.—Matt. 12:5, 6.

4. What further evidence does Paul furnish that the
seventh day was ongoing in his day?

5. What was the purpose of the seventh day, and
when will that purpose be fully realized?



now.” (Matt. 12:8) God'’s rest day will contin-
ue until his purpose in connection with it
has been fully realized at the end of Christ’s
Thousand Year Reign.

Do Not “Fall in the Same
Pattern of Disobedience”

6 God’s purpose was clearly explained to
Adam and Eve, but they failed to cooperate
with it. Of course, Adam and Eve were only
the first humans to pursue a course of dis-
obedience. There have been millions of oth-
ers since then. Even God’s chosen people,
the nation of Israel, fell into a pattern of dis-
obedience. And significantly, Paul warned
first-century Christians that even some of
them could fall into the same trap as the an-
cient Israelites. He wrote: “Let us therefore
do our utmost to enter into that rest, for fear
anyone should fall in the same pattern of
disobedience.” (Heb. 4:11) Notice that Paul
links disobedience with failure to enter into
God’s rest. What does that mean for us? If
we were to rebel against God’s purpose in
some way, might we run the risk of not en-
tering into God’s rest? Clearly, the answer to
that question is of great importance to us,
and we will consider it further. At this point,
however, let us see what more we can learn
about entering into God’s rest by consider-
ing the bad example of the Israelites.

“They Shall Not Enter Into My Rest”

7 In 1513 B.C.E,, Jehovah revealed his pur-
pose concerning the Israelites to his servant
Moses. God said: “I am proceeding to go
down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that
land [Egypt] to a land good and spacious, to

6. What examples serve as a warning to us, and
what lesson can we learn from them?

7. What did Jehovah have in mind when he deliv-
ered the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and what
was expected of them?

a land flowing with milk and honey.” (Ex.
3:8) Just as Jehovah had promised their fore-
father, Abraham, God’s purpose in deliver-
ing the Israelites “out of the hand of the
Egyptians” was to raise them up as his peo-
ple. (Gen. 22:17) God gave the Israelites a
code of laws that would enable them to en-
joy a peaceful relationship with him. (Isa.
48:17, 18) He told the Israelites: “If you will
strictly obey my voice and will indeed keep
my covenant [as outlined in the Law code],
then you will certainly become my special
property out of all other peoples, because
the whole earth belongs to me.” (Ex. 19:5, 6)
Thus, the Israelites’ enjoying a privileged re-
lationship with God was contingent on their
obeying his voice.

8 Just think what life would have been
like if the Israelites had only obeyed God’s
voice! Jehovah would have blessed their
fields, their vineyards, their flocks, and their
herds. Their enemies would have had no
permanent hold on them. (Read 1 Kings
10:23-27.) When the Messiah appeared, he
would likely have found Israel functioning
well as an independent nation, not cringing
under the Roman whip. Israel would have
been a model kingdom for its neighbors,
providing concrete proof that obedience to
the true God brings spiritual and material
blessings.

° What a privilege Israel had—to work
along with Jehovah’s purpose, resulting
in blessings not only for themselves but,
eventually, for all families of the earth!
(Gen. 22:18) However, as a whole, that rebel-
lious generation showed little interest in set-
ting up a model kingdom under theocratic

8. What lifestyle could the Israelites have enjoyed if
they had been obedient to God?

9, 10. (a) Why was Israel’s desire to return to Egypt
a serious matter? (b) How might a return to Egypt
have affected the Israelites’ worship?
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What continues to be necessary for God'’s people to enter into his rest?

rule. Why, they even demanded to return
to Egypt! (Read Numbers 14:2-4.) Now,
how would their returning to Egypt advance
God’s purpose to make Israel into a model
kingdom? It would not do so. In fact, if the
Israelites returned to the custody of their pa-
gan captors, they would never be able to fol-
low the Mosaic Law and benefit from Jeho-
vah’s arrangement for forgiveness of their
sins. How fleshly—how shortsighted—they
were! No wonder Jehovah said of those reb-
els: “I became disgusted with this generation
and said, ‘They always go astray in their
hearts, and they themselves have not come
to know my ways.” So I swore in my anger,
“They shall not enter into my rest.” ”"—Heb. 3:
10, 11; Ps. 95:10, 11.

10 By seeking to return to Egypt, that
wayward nation showed that it esteemed
as of little value the spiritual blessings it
had received, preferring instead the leeks,
onions, and garlic that were available in
Egypt. (Num. 11:5) Like ungrateful Esau, the
rebels were ready to forfeit a precious spiritu-
al heritage in exchange for a tasty meal.
—Gen. 25:30-32; Heb. 12:16.

11 Notwithstanding the faithlessness of
the generation of Israelites that left Egypt,
Jehovah “kept working” patiently toward
the fulfillment of his purpose, now focusing

11. How did the unfaithfulness of the Israelites in
Moses’ day affect God'’s purpose?
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his attention on the next generation. The
members of that new generation were more
obedient than their fathers had been. In har-
mony with Jehovah’'s command, they en-
tered the Promised Land and began to con-
quer it. At Joshua 24:31, we read: “Israel
continued to serve Jehovah all the days of
Joshua and all the days of the older men
who extended their days after Joshua and
who had known all the work of Jehovah that
he did for Israel.”

12 However, that obedient generation
gradually died out and was replaced by a
generation that “did not know Jehovah or
the work that he had done for Israel.” Conse-
quently, “the sons of Israel fell to doing what
was bad in the eyes of Jehovah and serving
the Baals.” (Judg. 2:10, 11) The Promised
Land did not prove to be a real “place of rest”
for them. Because of their disobedience,
they did not enjoy lasting peace with God. In
speaking of a later time, Paul wrote: “If Josh-
ua had led [the Israelites] into a place of rest,
God would not afterward have spoken of an-
other day. So there remains a sabbath resting
for the people of God.” (Heb. 4:8, 9) “The
people of God” Paul was referring to were
Christians. Does that mean that Christians
could enter into God’s rest? Most assuredly
—both Jewish and non-Jewish Christians!

12. How do we know that it is possible to enter into
God’s rest today?



Some Fail to Enter Into God’s Rest

13 When Paul wrote to Hebrew Christians,
he was concerned that some among them
were not cooperating with God’s advancing
purpose. (Read Hebrews 4:1.) In what sense?
Ironically, it had to do with the observance of
the Mosaic Law. For some 1,500 years, any Is-
raelite who wished to live in harmony with
God’s purpose had to observe the Law. How-
ever, with Jesus’ death, the Law was taken out
of the way. Certain Christians failed to recog-
nize that, and they insisted on continuing to
observe certain aspects of the Law.*

14 To Christians who were bent on observ-
ing the Law, Paul explained that the high
priesthood of Jesus, the new covenant, and
the spiritual temple were all superior to their
pre-Christian counterparts. (Heb. 7:26-28; 8:
7-10; 9:11, 12) Thus, likely with the obser-
vance of the weekly Sabbath under the Law
in mind, Paul wrote of the privilege of enter-
ing into Jehovah's rest day: “There remains a
sabbath resting for the people of God. For
the man that has entered into God’s rest has

* Whether any Jewish Christian would have gone so
far as to support arrangements for the Day of Atonement
after Pentecost 33 C.E. is not known. To do so would cer-
tainly show a lack of respect for Jesus’ sacrifice. How-
ever, some Jewish Christians were clinging to other tra-
ditions associated with the Law.—Gal. 4:9-11.

13, 14. What connection was there between ob-
serving the Mosaic Law and entering into God's rest
(a) in Moses’ day? (b) in the first century?

We can enter into

Jehovah's rest today

by obediently working in
harmony with his advancing
purpose as it is revealed to
us through his organization

also himself rested from his own works, just
as God did from his own.” (Heb. 4:8-10)
Those Hebrew Christians had to stop think-
ing that they could earn Jehovah'’s approval
by performing works based on the Mosaic
Law. Since Pentecost 33 C.E., God’s favor has
graciously been bestowed on those who ex-
ercise faith in Jesus Christ.

15 What had prevented the Israelites in
Moses’ day from entering the Promised
Land? Disobedience. What was preventing
some Christians in Paul’s day from entering
into God’s rest? The same—disobedience.
They failed to recognize that the Law had
served its purpose and that Jehovah was
leading his people in a different direction.

15. Why is obedience essential if we are to enter
into God'’s rest?

Questions for Meditation

e What was the purpose of God'’s
seventh day of rest?

e How do we know that the seventh
day is still under way today?

e What prevented the Israelites in
Moses’ day as well as some first-
century Christians from entering
into God's rest?

e What does it mean to enter into
God'’s rest today?
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Entering Into God’s Rest Today

16 Few Christians today would insist on ob-
serving some aspect of the Mosaic Law in or-
der to obtain salvation. Paul’s inspired words
to the Ephesians are perfectly clear: “By this
undeserved kindness, indeed, you have been
saved through faith; and this not owing to
you, it is God’s gift. No, it is not owing to
works, in order that no man should have
ground for boasting.” (Eph. 2:8, 9) What,
then, does it mean for Christians to enter
into God’s rest? Jehovah set aside the sev-
enth day—his rest day—in order to bring his
purpose respecting the earth to a glorious

16, 17. (a) What does it mean to enter into God’s
rest today? (b) What will be discussed in the next ar-
ticle?

fulfillment. We can enter into Jehovah’s rest
—or join him in his rest—by obediently working
in harmony with his advancing purpose as it is
revealed to us through his organization.

17 On the other hand, if we minimized the
Bible-based counsel that we receive through
the faithful and discreet slave class, choos-
ing to follow an independent course, we
would be placing ourselves at odds with
God’s unfolding purpose. This could endan-
ger our peaceful relationship with Jehovah.
In the next article, we will consider a few
common situations that can affect God’s
people and discuss how the decisions we
make, whether to obey or to take an in-
dependent course, can determine if we have
truly entered into God’s rest.

GOD’S REST
—HAVE YOU ENTERED INTO IT?

“The word of God is alive and exerts power.”—HEB. 4:12.

N THE preceding article, we saw that we

can enter into God’s rest by obedient-
ly working along with his purposes. That
might be easier said than done. When we
learn that Jehovah disapproves of some-
thing that we enjoy, for example, our initial
reaction might be to rebel. That indicates
that we need to make progress in the realm
of being “ready to obey.” (Jas. 3:17) In this
article, we will review a few areas in which
our willingness to fit in with God’s purpose

1. What is one way we can enter into God’s rest to-
day, but why might that be easier said than done?
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—to be obedient from the heart—could be
put to the test.

2 How well do you do in the matter of ac-
cepting Bible-based counsel? The Scriptures
tell us that it is God’s will to gather to him-
self “the desirable things of all the nations.”
(Hag. 2:7) Of course, most of us were far
from desirable when we first learned the
truth. However, love for God and for his
dear Son impelled us to make significant
changes in our attitude and habits so as to

2, 3. What efforts must we continue to make in or-
der to remain desirable from Jehovah's standpoint?



be fully pleasing to God. Finally, after much
prayer and effort on our part, the blessed
day arrived when we were able to present
ourselves for Christian baptism.—Read Co-
lossians 1:9, 10.

3 The battle against imperfection did not
end with our baptism, however. The fight
continued and will continue as long as we
are imperfect. We are assured, though, that
if we keep up the struggle and are deter-
mined to become ever more desirable in
God'’s eyes, Jehovah will bless our efforts.

When Counsel Is Needed

4 Before we can begin to address our im-
perfections, we have to know what they are.
A heart-searching discourse at the Kingdom
Hall or a thought-provoking article in one
of our publications may expose a serious
flaw. On the other hand, if we miss the point
when it is presented in a talk or fail to make
personal application of the written counsel,
Jehovah may use a fellow Christian to draw
our shortcoming to our attention.—Read
Galatians 6:1.

5 It is not easy to accept counsel from an
imperfect human, no matter how tactfully
and lovingly the counsel is presented. Yet,
as Galatians 6:1 points out, Jehovah com-
mands those with spiritual qualifications to
“try” to adjust us, doing so “in a spirit of
mildness.” If we respond favorably, we will
become even more desirable in God's sight.
Curiously, when we pray, we freely admit
that we are imperfect. However, when some-
one draws a specific failing to our attention,
the tendency is to try to justify ourselves,

4. In what three ways might we receive Scriptural
counsel?
5. Name some undesirable ways in which we might
react when we are given counsel, and explain why
Christian shepherds must persist in their efforts to
help us.

minimize the problem, question the motive
of the counselor, or object to the way in
which the counsel was delivered. (2 Ki. 5:11)
And if the counsel touches a particularly
sensitive area—the actions of a family mem-
ber, our dress and grooming, our personal
hygiene, or a form of recreation that we en-
joy but that Jehovah hates—we might react
quite negatively, to our own surprise and to
our counselor’s dismay! But after we calm
down, we usually concede that the counsel
was appropriate.

¢ The caption text for this article reminds
us that the word of God “exerts power.” Yes,
God'’s word exerts power to change lives. It
isjust as effective in helping us make needed
changes after our baptism as it was prior to
our taking that step. In his letter to the He-
brews, Paul also writes that the word of God
“pierces even to the dividing of soul and
spirit, and of joints and their marrow, and is
able to discern thoughts and intentions of
the heart.” (Heb. 4:12) In other words, when
we clearly understand God’s purpose for us,
the way we respond to it reveals what we are
deep inside. Is there sometimes a difference
between what we appear to be (the “soul”)
and who we really are (the “spirit”)? (Read
Matthew 23:27, 28.) Consider how you
would react in the following situations.

Keep Pace With
Jehovah’s Organization

7”Many of us can quote Proverbs 4:18
from memory: “The path of the righteous
ones is like the bright light that is getting
lighter and lighter until the day is firmly

6. How does God’s word reveal the “thoughts and
intentions of the heart”?

7, 8. (a) What might have motivated some Jewish
Christians to cling to certain practices of the Mosaic
Law? (b) How did their efforts square with Jehovah'’s
advancing purpose?
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established.” That means that our conduct
and our understanding of God’s purposes
will improve over time.

8 As we discussed in the preceding article,
after Jesus’ death it was difficult for many
Jewish Christians to break free from the Mo-
saic Law. (Acts 21:20) Although Paul skillful-
ly argued that Christians were no longer un-
der the Law, some rejected his inspired
reasoning. (Col. 2:13-15) Perhaps they felt
that if they continued to observe at least
portions of the Law, they would avoid perse-
cution. In any case, Paul wrote to the He-
brew Christians and plainly told them that
they could not enter into God'’s rest as long
as they refused to work in harmony with His
unfolding purpose.” (Heb. 4:1, 2, 6; read
Hebrews 4:11.) To gain Jehovah's approval,
they would have to face the fact that he was
leading his people in a different direction.

9 In modern times, there have been re-
finements in our understanding of certain
Bible teachings. This should not trouble us;
itshould bolster our confidence in the faith-
ful and discreet slave class. When repre-
sentative members of the “slave” discern
that our viewpoint on some point of truth
needs to be clarified or corrected, they do
not hold back from making the adjust-
ment. The slave class is more interested
in cooperating with God’s unfolding pur-
pose than in shielding itself from criticism
over an adjusted understanding. How do
you react when an adjustment in our un-
derstanding of the Scriptures is presented?
—Read Luke 5:39.

* Many leaders among the Jews scrupulously observed
the Mosaic Law, but when the Messiah arrived, they
failed to recognize him. They did not keep up with God’s
advancing purpose.

9. What attitude should we have when adjustments
are made in our understanding of Scriptural mat-
ters?
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10 Let us consider another example. In
the late 19th and early 20th centuries, cer-
tain Bible Students who were excellent pub-
lic speakers felt that they could best carry
out the commission to preach by deliver-
ing well-prepared talks to appreciative audi-
ences. They enjoyed public speaking, and
some of them fairly basked in the warm adu-
lation of their listeners. However, it later
became evident that Jehovah desires his
people to get busy in a variety of forms
of preaching, including the house-to-house
work. Some accomplished public speakers
flatly refused to try anything new. Outward-
ly, they appeared to be spiritual men, fully
devoted to the Lord. However, when faced
with clear evidence of God'’s purpose regard-
ing the preaching work, their real thoughts,
intentions, and motives became manifest.
How did Jehovah feel about them? He did
not bless them. They left the organization.
—Matt. 10:1-6; Acts 5:42; 20:20.

11 That is not to say that it was easy for all
who remained loyal to the organization to
preach publicly. Many found the work chal-
lenging, especially at first. But they were
obedient. In time, they overcame their anxi-
ety, and Jehovah richly blessed them. How
do you react when you are invited to share in
some form of the preaching work that is
presently out of your comfort zone? Are you
willing to try something new?

When Someone We Love
Leaves Jehovah
12 No doubt we all agree with the prin-
ciple that we must be physically, moral-

10, 11. What lessons can be learned from the re-
action of some when new methods of preaching the
good news were introduced?

12, 13. (a) What is Jehovah’s purpose in hav-
ing unrepentant wrongdoers disfellowshipped?
(b) What test do some Christian parents face, and
what makes the test so difficult?



The parents are devastated!

ly, and spiritually clean in order to
please God. (Read Titus 2:14.) There
may be occasions, though, when our
loyalty to this aspect of God's pur-
pose is sorely tested. Suppose, for ex-
ample, that the only son of an ex-
emplary Christian couple leaves the
truth. Preferring “the temporary en-
joyment of sin” to a personal rela-
tionship with Jehovah and with his
godly parents, the young man is dis-
fellowshipped.—Heb. 11:25.

13 The parents are devastated! On
the subject of disfellowshipping,
they know, of course, that the Bible
says “to quit mixing in company with any-
one called a brother that is a fornicator or a
greedy person or an idolater or a reviler or a
drunkard or an extortioner, not even eating
with such aman.” (1 Cor. 5:11, 13) They also
realize that the word “anyone” in this verse
includes family members not living under
their roof. But they love their son so much!
Strong emotions might cause them to rea-
son: ‘How can we help our boy return to Je-
hovah if we severely limit our association
with him? Would we not accomplish more
by maintaining regular contact with him?"*

14 Qur hearts go out to those parents. After
all, their son had a choice, and he chose to
pursue his unchristian lifestyle rather than
to continue to enjoy close association with
his parents and other fellow believers. The
parents, on the other hand, had no say in
the matter. No wonder they feel helpless!

15 But what will those dear parents do?
Will they obey Jehovah's clear direction? Or

* See “Keep Yourselves in God’s Love,” pages 207-209.

14, 15. What is the real decision that parents of dis-
fellowshipped children must make?

will they rationalize that they can have reg-
ular association with their disfellowshipped
son and call it “necessary family business”?
In making their decision, they must not fail
to consider how Jehovah feels about what
they are doing. His purpose is to keep the or-
ganization clean and, if possible, to incite
wrongdoers to come to their senses. How
can Christian parents support that purpose?

16 Moses’ brother, Aaron, faced a difficult
situation with regard to two of his sons.
Think of how he must have felt when his
sons Nadab and Abihu offered illegitimate
fire to Jehovah and He struck them dead. Of
course, that ended any association those
men could have had with their parents. But
there is more. Jehovah instructed Aaron and
his faithful sons: “Do not let your heads go
ungroomed, and you must not tear your
garments [in mourning], that you may not
die and that [Jehovah] may not become in-
dignant against all the assembly.” (Lev. 10:
1-6) The message is clear. Our love for

16, 17. What can we learn by meditating on Aar-
on’s example?
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Jehovah must be stronger than our love for
unfaithful family members.

17 Today, Jehovah does not immediately
execute those who violate his laws. He lov-
ingly gives them an opportunity to repent
from their unrighteous works. How would
Jehovah feel, though, if the parents of an
unrepentant wrongdoer kept putting Him
to the test by having unnecessary asso-
ciation with their disfellowshipped son or
daughter?

18 Many who were once disfellowshipped
now freely admit that the firm stand taken
by their friends and family members helped
them come to their senses. In recommend-
ing the reinstatement of one young woman,
the elders wrote that she had cleaned up her
life “partly because of her fleshly brother’s
respect for the disfellowshipping arrange-
ment.” She said that “his faithful adherence
to Scriptural guidelines helped her to want
to return.”

19 What conclusion should we draw? That
we need to fight against the tendency of our
imperfect hearts to rebel against Scriptural
counsel. We must be absolutely convinced

18, 19. What blessings can come to family mem-
bers who work along with Jehovah'’s instructions re-
garding disfellowshipped ones?

Do Not Miss the Purpose
e What is needed in order for us to
enter into God’s rest today?

e What connection is there between
God’s purpose and our willingness
to accept Scriptural counsel?

e |n what areas might obedience to
Scriptural direction become difficult,
but why is it essential that we obey?

e |n what two ways can Hebrews 4:12
be applied?

www.watchtower.org

that God’s way of dealing with our prob-
lems is always best.

“The Word of God Is Alive”

20 When Paul wrote that “the word of God
is alive,” he was not referring specifically to
God’s written Word, the Bible.* The context
shows that he was referring to God’s word of
promise. Paul’s point was that God does not
make a promise and then forget about it. Je-
hovah established this through the prophet
Isaiah: “My word . . . will not return to me
without results, but it will . . . have certain
success in that for which I have sent it.” (Isa.
55:11) Thus, there is no need for us to be-
come impatient when things do not move
ahead as quickly as we might wish. Jehovah
‘keeps working’ with a view to bringing his
purpose to a successful conclusion.—John
5:17.

21 Faithful older members of the “great
crowd” have served Jehovah for decades.
(Rev. 7:9) Many never expected to grow old
in this system of things. Still, they have not
given in to discouragement. (Ps. 92:14) They
realize that God’s word of promise is not a
dead issue—it is alive, and Jehovah is work-
ing toward its fulfillment. Since God's pur-
pose is dear to his heart, we bring joy to him
when we keep it uppermost in our minds.
During this seventh day, Jehovah has been
resting, secure in the knowledge that his
purpose will be fulfilled and that, as a
group, his people will support it. What
about you? Have you personally entered
into God’s rest?

*Today, God speaks to us through his written Word,
which has power to affect our lives. Thus, by extension,
Paul’s words recorded at Hebrews 4:12 can properly be
applied to the Bible.

20. In what two ways can Hebrews 4:12 be applied?
(See footnote.)

21. How can Hebrews 4:12 be an encouragement to
faithful older members of the “great crowd”?
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