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HE B ib le con tin u es to be
.
printed and distributed by
the millions of copies year after
year, and that in ever more tongues. It
now appears, in whole or in part, in up
ward of twelve hundred languages, 1,202
to be exact.
In the United States as well as in many
other lands around the world, a Bible week
is annually observed by Protestants, usu
ally beginning with the second Sunday in
Advent. (Incidentally, “Advent” refers to
a preparatory period, four weeks before
Christmas.) There is even a Roman Cath
olic Bible week in certain lands, such as in
the United States, where it falls in Febru
ary, it being celebrated in connection with
Catholic Press month.
Commendable as are the printing and
distributing of the Bible— although it must
be admitted that not all of it is being done
out of purely religious or even out of phil
anthropic motives— more is needed. It is
not enough for people to have the Bible
in their homes, nor even that they read it
from time to time. They must understand
what they read and know what to do about
it. True, parts of the Bible, such as its his
torical portions and its moral precepts,
are quite clear for all to comprehend who
approach it objectively. But there is also
much that cannot be understood without
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assistance; and, not understanding it,
many stop reading the Bible, while others
charge it with contradicting itself. In par
ticular is there need for help to understand
the fulfillment of Bible prophecies, and es
pecially those that relate to our day.
In fact, Bible prophecies cannot be un
derstood by anyone until God’s due time.
Thus Daniel, who was used by God to re
cord many prophecies, said regarding some
of them, “ I heard, but I could not under
stand.” Why not? Because it was not God’s
due time, for which reason God told him:
“ Go, Daniel, because the words are made
secret and sealed up until the time of the
end.” At that time “ the ones having in
sight will understand.” And why? Because
of those prophecies being fulfilled. In the
same way, it was only after Jesus Christ
had fulfilled certain prophecies that his
apostle Matthew was able to call attention
to certain events and show how they ful
filled this prophecy and that.— Dan. 12:810; Matt. 2:22, 23; 3:3; 8:17; 21:4, 5;
27:9; 10.
Equally important to understanding the
Bible is God’s holy spirit. Only upon re
ceiving the holy spirit at Pentecost were
the Christian apostle Peter and his asso67
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dates able to preach with understanding
and show the fulfillment of prophecies, and
so it has been since. As the apostle Paul
shows, “ God has revealed [these things]
through his spirit.”— 1 Cor. 2:9, 10; Acts
2:2-36.
Another requirement for understanding
the Bible is a right heart condition, a sin
cere desire to learn, a ‘consciousness of
one’s spiritual need.’ That is why Jesus
spoke in parables or illustrations, to sepa
rate the casual and curious listener from
the sincere inquirer. The latter would heed
Jesus’ words: “ Let him that has ears lis
ten,” that is, remain to hear more.—Matt.
5:3; 13:9-16.
In particular is help needed from God’s
dedicated servants to understand the Bible.
This is strikingly borne out by the experi
ence recorded at Acts 8:26-39. A sincere
inquirer, an Ethiopian official, was reading
the prophecy of Isaiah but could not un
derstand it until Philip, the evangelist,
made it clear to him. If reading the Bible
were all that were needed to understand it
and to be impelled to act upon it, then
each individual member of the Christian
congregation would be complete in himself,
like a whole human body, but not so. The
apostle Paul likens the entire Christian con
gregation to a human body and the indi
vidual members to the various parts or or
gans of a body, such as the hands, feet and
head. All of these have the greatest need
for one another, for which reason it has
well been said of them: “All the organs of
the body are constantly in debt to one an
other.” Yes, as the apostle shows: “The
eye cannot say to the hand: ‘I have no
need of you’ ; or, again, the head cannot
say to the feet: ‘I have no need of you.’ ”
If Bibles were all that were needed, then
the illustration of Paul would be pointless.
— 1 Cor. 12:21.
The very fact that Jesus Christ gave his
congregation “ some as apostles, some as
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prophets, some as evangelizers, some as
shepherds and teachers,” shows that more
is needed than Bibles. As the inspired writ
er goes on to show, God provided these
men for “ the training of the holy ones, for
ministerial work, for the building up of the
body of the Christ, until we all attain to
the oneness in the faith and in the accu
rate knowledge of the Son of God, to a
full-grown man, to the measure of growth
that belongs to the fullness of the Christ.”
— Eph. 4:11-13.
Just as human instruments, dedicated to
Jehovah God to do his will and upon whom
he has placed his spirit, were needed in
the early days of Christianity, so there is
need for such today. By means of a figure
of speech Jesus foretold that there would
be human instruments. This is found in his
great prophecy regarding the end of the
system of things, where we now find our
selves: “Who really is the faithful and dis
creet slave whom his master appointed
over his domestics, to give them their
[spiritual] food at the proper time? Happy
is that slave if his master on arriving finds
him doing so. Truly I say to you, He will
appoint him over all his belongings.” This
“slave,” the facts show, is to be found
among the Christian witnesses of the New
World society.— Matt. 24:45-47.
Yes, more is needed than printing and
distributing Bibles. They must be read,
understood and acted upon. The Bible, and
Bible prophecies in particular, cannot be
understood until God’s due time, and then
only by sincere inquirers with the help of
God’s holy spirit and his dedicated earthly
instruments. That is why this magazine is
published and why the witnesses of Jeho
vah stand ready to instruct personally
every sincere seeker for truth, and that
“without money and without price.” Hav
ing ‘received free, they give free.’— Isa.
55:1; Matt. 10:8.

W h at does G o d

ask of you?

How can you be sure?

c u t t i n g ed ge. It has
taken the culture of
o u r tim e and ab^
' 7 /^
s o r b e d it. I t ’ s
ghastly that the
church is run not
to serve the reali
ty of human be
ings, but to con
serve institutions.’
0
7
Yale’s Chaplain Coff in a g r e e s : ‘ W e
churchmen are gifted
at changing wine into
w ater—w a terin g dow n
religion.’ ”
With such admissions, you would do well
not to take for granted that you have
learned what pleases God just because you
have attended a church regularly.

PHASE

IG D I

A N Y p eop le
c y f y t tl e a d w h a t
w o u ld be c a lle d a
“ good” life. They do not
steal, commit immorality,
kill or indulge in any other
antisocial behavior. They see
the need for religion and attend
a church of their choice.
It is commonly believed that leading this
kind of life is what God asks of humans.
Since this opinion is so widespread, it
would be pertinent to ask: Is this actually
what is required to please God?
SOURCE OF ANSWERS
You might be quick to answer, Yes. But
How
can
you determine what God re
before doing so, it would be well for you to
quires of you to please him? Where can
consider another, more fundamental, ques
you go for your answers? How can you be
tion: Do you really
knwhat is required
sure that you are doing what God wants?
to please God?
God’s own w ritten W ord counsels:
You should be careful not to let another “Trust in Jehovah with all your heart and
do your thinking for you in this matter. do not lean upon your own understanding.”
It is your responsibility. To let another, (Prov. 3:5) Yes, God wants man to trust
even a clergyman, answer this for you is him. Since he does, it is only reasonable to
exceedingly dangerous. Why? Because conclude that he must have made some
many now recognize that not even the provision for man to find out about him
churches are equipping their members to and what he requires so that man would
understand God’s purposes and require not have to grope in darkness. If a child
asked his father: ‘Daddy, what must I do
ments. Said Look magazine of September
to please you?’ would you think it logical
24, 1963, of the churches in America:
if the father brushed the child aside with
“ They too have failed to supply moral out an answer and told him nothing as to
leadership, and because their responsibility what he required? No, the loving father
is the greatest, their failure is the worst. would be careful to explain to the child
Harvard Divinity School’s Dean Miller what was required of him. If the child ig
says, ‘The church simply does not have a nored this instruction, then he could be
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punished. If he fulfilled it, then he could be
rewarded by a kind word, affectionate em
brace, or at times even some material gift.
Would not God, who created man and
who gave him his faculty of reason, be
even more careful to show man how to
please his Maker? Surely the loving Cre
ator would not abandon man after having
created him and given him such an inquisi
tive mind. He would most certainly pro
vide what man would need to guide his
steps in a manner that would be pleasing
to his heavenly Father.
Has God provided this assistance? Yes.
A G o d -fe a r in g man o f ancient times
showed us where to go for this guidance,
when he said: “ All Scripture is inspired of
God and beneficial for teaching, for re
proving, for setting things straight, for
disciplining in righteousness, that the man
of God may be fully competent, complete
ly equipped for every good work.” By his
spirit God has inspired men to record his
purposes and requirements so that all who
want to please God can learn of him and
know for a certainty what he requires from
man.— 2 Tim. 3:16, 17.
HOW USED?

What part does God’s Word, the Bible,
play in your life? Possessing the Bible is
fine, but how you use it is another matter.
It is like having a well full of refreshing,
life-sustaining water. To benefit from the
well you must draw out its contents. It is
similar with the Bible. Having one does
not mean it will be refreshing and bene
ficial to you. As with the well, you must
go to the Bible and draw from it the re
freshing and life-sustaining waters of truth
it contains.
It takes effort and regularity to get the
truths contained in the Bible. So does get
ting water from a well. That water will
not automatically leap out of the well into
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your glass. In addition, you need to drink
that water regularly, day by day, as one
drink would not be sufficient. Likewise,
you must put effort into a study of God’s
Word and do so with regularity.
Do not be discouraged by the fact that
most people today, including churchgoers,
do not regularly study the Bible. In order
to please God, we must take in these wa
ters of truth. If we turn away from what
God has to say, then we will displease
him. Proverbs 28:9 states: “ He that is
turning his ear away from hearing the law
—even his prayer is something detestable.”
One who turns away from the instructions
contained in God’s Word disgusts God even
if he prays! It is like a child refusing to
listen to his father’s counsel and then con
tinually expecting favors from him.
If you knew where buried treasure was
that could be yours for the taking, would
you not diligently dig for it? The Bible is
a storehouse of spiritual treasure. It will
equip its reader to know God. Proverbs 2:
1-5 says: “My son, if you will receive my
sayings and treasure up my own command
ments with yourself, so as to pay attention
to wisdom with your ear, that you may
incline your heart to discernment; if,
moreover, you call out for understanding
itself and you give forth your voice for dis
cernment itself, if you keep seeking for it
as for silver, and as for hid treasures you
keep searching for it, in that case you will
understand the fear of Jehovah, and you
will find the very knowledge of God.”
Yes, you can determine what course of
action pleases God, but you must use his
Word to do that. Today, hundreds of thou
sands of persons throughout the world are
systematically studying the Bible with
Christian ministers trained to render this
assistance. How happy they are to take in
this life-giving knowledge!

F ebruary 1, 1964

SHeWATCHTOWER.

LIVING UP TO IT

Should we be content to fill our minds
with knowledge and let it remain there?
No, we need to put into practice the things
we learn about God’s will. “ The regula
tions and the judicial decisions and the law
and the commandment that he wrote for
you, you should take care to do always.”
(2 Ki. 17:37) Not doing this brings God’s
displeasure. When ancient Israel was taken
captive by the Second World Power, As
syria, the reason God allowed it was this:
“They had not listened to the voice of Je
hovah their God, but kept overstepping his
covenant, even all that Moses the ser
vant of Jehovah had commanded.
neither listened nor 'performed.” —2 Ki.
18:12.
Jesus Christ showed the importance of
living up to God’s requirements when he
declared: “ Not everyone saying to me,
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the kingdom
of the heavens, but the one doing the will
of my Father who is in the heavens will.”
(Matt. 7:21) The Bible writer James veri
fied this principle of doing, as well as hear
ing, by saying: “ Faith without works is
dead.”— Jas. 2:26.
God’s will for those who would please
him was summed up by Jesus in answer to
a question as to which was the greatest
commandment in the Law. He stated:
“ ‘You must love Jehovah your God with
your whole heart and with your whole soul
and with your whole mind.’ This is the
greatest and first commandment. The sec
ond, like it, is this, ‘You must love your
neighbor as yourself.’ ” (Matt. 22:37-39)
Loving God means we will give him first
place in our lives, learning of him and will
ingly obeying all his commands. As we
learn of his grand purpose for man, we will
not want to be selfish and keep this vital
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information to ourselves, but we will want
to pass it on to our neighbors, our fellowmen on earth. That will be showing the
greatest love for our neighbor. In that way
he, too, will have the opportunity of know
ing and serving God and pleasing him.
This love for God and man means we
will cultivate Christian qualities so as to
put on a new Christian personality, taking
care to associate with those who do the
same, for the mutual upbuilding of our
faith in God. God will bless this sincere
effort and will produce in us the fruitage
of his holy spirit. What will result? “ The
fruitage of the spirit is love, joy, peace,
long-suffering, kindness, goodness, faith,
mildness, self-control.”— Gal. 5:22, 23.
Shortly God will shower down material
blessings on those who please him by
granting them everlasting life and perfect
health in his restored Paradise. “ The fear
of Jehovah is a well of life.” “Hope in Je
hovah and keep his way, and he will exalt
you to take possession of the earth. When
the wicked ones are cut off, you will see
it.” What a grand prospect for God pleasers!— Prov. 14:27; Ps. 37:34.
Life in that righteous new order is in
deed the only worthwhile goal to work
toward. But it will not be attained by the
mere doing of good as we see fit, but by
building faith in God through a study of
his Word and then by doing what God con
siders good. “Without faith it is impos
sible to please him well, for he that ap
proaches God must believe that he is and
that he becomes the rewarder of those
earnestly seeking him.” (Heb. 11:6) Yes,
eternal life will be the happy lot of those
who have faith in God and who “ are ob
serving his commandments and are doing
the things that are pleasing in his eyes.”
— 1 John 3:22.
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"Stand upright and hold your heads high,
because your liberation is near.'
-Luke 21:28, New English Bible.
HO does not enjoy being free? Who
that feels any bondage or slavery
does not want to be liberated? There is
worldwide room for liberation today. One
person might think this statement too
broad and sweeping, because there is, in
the political field, what is called the “free
world” as against the Communist bloc of
nations. Another person might think of the
liberation that this Communist bloc advo
cates for all “ imperialist” nations, which
amounts to merely replacing one human
government that is branded as undesirable
with another human government no more
perfect and all-wise than the one replaced.
The messengers of such a liberation would
be messengers of revolution, foreign agents
of a radical government, political subvert
e d and agitators, whereas the messengers
of the “ free world” would be looked upon
as “imperialist spies.” Still another person
might think one race among mankind
needs to be liberated from domination by
another race. However, that the need for
liberation is worldwide can be appreciated
from the statement, made nineteen centu
ries ago but still true today: “The whole
world is lying in the power of the wicked
one.” (1 John 5:19) We shall never have
a righteous, peaceful, healthful world till

we are liberated from that wicked one.
2 Complete deliverance from that wicked
world-enslaver is on its way here. Because,
since the year 1914, we have more and
more evidence that it is near, we can act
on the encouraging words of the great
Prophet: “When all this begins to happen,
stand upright and hold your heads high,
because your liberation is near. . . . Look
at the fig-tree, or any other tree. As soon
as it buds, you can see for yourselves that
summer is near. In the same way when
you see all this happening, you may be
sure that the kingdom of God is near.”
— Luke 21:28-31, New English Bible.
3That kingdom will put out of power
and control the wicked one whose unseen
influence and pressure all the world of
mankind feels, namely, Satan the Devil.
The despoiling of him of his worldwide
power will take place immediately after
the universal battle of Har-Magedon has
taken place, which battle will result in the
wrecking of his visible political system of
rule. That will mean deliverance for all
those God-fearing people who pray the
prayer, “Your kingdom come!” and who
seek first the kingdom of God and his righ
teousness, as Jesus Christ taught them to
do. (Matt. 6:9, 10, 33) However, there is

1. What differing views of liberation may people have,
but what is the greatest liberation that is needed?

2. How can we be sure complete deliverance is near?
3. (a) When will complete deliverance from Satan come?
(b) What liberation is taking place now?

W
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a present liberation for them; it begins be
fore the oncoming battle of Har-Magedon.
It is a very important liberation because it
concerns their everlasting future. It is a
religious liberation, one that takes place
even while the political governments, in
cluding dictatorships and totalitarian gov
ernments, are still standing. Such a libera
tion means a lot now!
* People living in lands where the Con
stitution or the National Bill of Rights
guarantees them “freedom of religion”
may not feel that they need such a libera
tion. They are free to practice no religion
at all, to be atheists, if they choose. But
a person needs to be careful today that he
is not like the people at Jerusalem nine
teen hundred years ago, that is, in the au
tumn of the year 32. At the temple Jesus
Christ had been teaching these people who
were descendants of the Hebrew patriarch
Abraham, and he went on to say: “ If you
remain in my word, you are really my dis
ciples, and you will know the truth, and
the truth will set you free.” Thinking
proudly of their nationality, they an
swered: “ We are Abraham’s offspring and
never have we been slaves to anybody.
How is it you say, ‘You will become free’ ?”
—John 8:31-33.
5
Jesus’ reply could ei
ther offend them or open
their eyes to their real sit
uation. He said: “Most tru
ly I say to you, Every doer
o f sin is a slave o f sin.
Moreover, the slave does
not remain in the household
[o f the p a tr ia r ch A b ra 
ham] forever; the son re
4. (a) Who may feel they do not
need a liberation? (b) What similar
attitude did some of Abraham’s de
scendants have in Jesus’ day?
5,6. (a) How did Jesus’ reply to
their statement show that the de
scendants of Abraham were in need
of liberation? (b) Now what was
their answer, but whom did Jesus
point out their father really was?
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mains forever. Therefore if the Son [Je
sus Christ] sets you free, you will be ac
tually free. I know that you are Abra
ham’s offspring [according to natural
descent]; but you are seeking to kill me,
because my word makes no progress among
you. . . . Abraham did not do this. You do
the works of your father.” At this state
ment they laid claim to a descent higher
than that from the man Abraham. They
said to Jesus: “We were not born from
fornication [by an unnamed father]; we
have one Father, God.”— John 8:34-41.
6
But had they loved God, they would
have loved his Son and listened to the Son’s
word; but they did not do so. Hence Jesus
said: “ You are from your father the Devil,
and you wish to do the desires of your fa
ther. That one was a manslayer when he
began, and he did not stand fast in the
truth, because truth is not in him. When
he speaks the lie, he speaks according to
his own disposition, because he is a liar
and the father of the lie. . . . This is why

The truth will set you free.’
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you do not listen, because you are not from
God.”— John 8:42-47.
7 Slaves of sin! Children of Satan the
Devil, the first murderer and liar! O what
kind of religious people to be, while at the
same time thinking themselves to be chil
dren of God through his earthly friend,
Abraham the Hebrew patriarch! What re
ligious deception to be under! What a need
for liberation! It was not without great
religious meaning that Satan the Devil was
called a god, “ the god of this system of
things.” He tries to hide the true God
from all mankind. To this end he “ has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, that
the illumination of the glorious good news
about the Christ, who is the image of God,
might not shine through.” (2 Cor. 4:4)
So the Bible account that tells about ex
pelling the wicked one and his demon an
gels from heaven says: “Down the great
dragon was hurled, the original serpent,
the one called Devil and Satan, who is mis
leading the entire inhabited earth.” (Rev.
12:7-9) He being the “ god of this system
of things,” he has his worshipers. He has
his religion, and he misleads practically
all the inhabitants of the earth by his re
ligion, the false religion of a false god.
8Bible history reveals that after the
great Flood Satan the Devil renewed his
false religion in the earth at Babylon. This
city was built on the banks of the Euphra
tes River. From this city, after the confu
sion of languages there, false religion
spread to all parts of the inhabited earth.
In the seventh century before Christ the
city became the Third World Power in Bi
ble history. It overturned the kingdom of
the Jews and carried off the survivors to
Babylon, where they remained unwilling
captives for seventy years. Liberation came

for them at the hands of the conqueror,
King Cyrus, the Persian, in 537 B.C., and
a remnant of more than forty-two thou
sand Jews returned at once to their home
land to rebuild the temple of Jehovah God
and the holy city. By the time of Jesus’
coming they had fallen under the power of
the Roman Empire, but they were still al
lowed to practice their religion, Judaism.
But now man-made religious traditions had
taken on more importance than the writ
ten Word of God, the Holy Scriptures.
9Along with being bound by unscriptural, antibiblical religious traditions, the
Jewish people were under the power of op
pressive religious rulers, who were of their
father the Devil. The religious ceremonies
at the temple in Jerusalem did not really
remove their sins or actually free them
from the slavery of sin. As a result of sin,
death, which is the penalty for sin, was
reigning over them. (Rom. 6:23; 5:12-17)
Jesus Christ told them the straight facts
when he said they were slaves and needing
liberation.
10They liked to think that they were
Abraham’s children by his wife Sarah, the
free woman, but the Christian apostle
Paul, a converted Jew, said that they were
like children of the Egyptian woman, Hagar, the slave girl of Sarah, and thus were
slaves. Said Paul: “These things stand as
a symbolic drama; for these women mean
two covenants, the one from Mount Sinai,
which brings forth children for slavery,
and which is Hagar. Now this Hagar means
Sinai, a mountain in Arabia [where the
Ten Commandments of the law covenant
were given], and she corresponds with the
Jerusalem today, for she is in slavery with
her children. But the Jerusalem above is
free, and she is our mother. Wherefore,

7. (a) What is our conclusion, then, regarding these
descendants of Abraham? (b) Show why it is appro
priate to refer to Satan as a “ god.”
8. After the Flood, where did false religion again get
its start, and how extensive was it to become?

9. Show how Jesus' words “ every doer of sin is a slave
of sin” were true in the case of the Jewish people in
his day and that they needed liberation.
10. Explain why Paul likened the Jewish people to
children of Hagar, but Christians to children of Sarah.
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sons that will not prove false.’ So it was
to them that he came to be a Savior. Dur
ing all their distress it was distressing to
him.” Now Jesus Christ is the Chief One
in heavenly Zion, the Jerusalem above. He
said in his parable recorded in Matthew
25:31-46: “To the extent that you did it
to one of the least of these my brothers,
you did it to me.” Thus when the children
of Zion or the Jerusalem above are held
captive, she is said to be in captivity.
14The ancient city of Zion or Jerusalem
literally went into captivity to Babylon on
the Euphrates River when she and her
temple were destroyed in 607 B.C. and her
citizens or children were dragged away in
to captivity in Babylon’s territory. She was
delivered from that in 537 B.C. when her
citizens were released and went back and
rebuilt her and her temple of worship. But
in the succeeding centuries her people were
SHAKE YOURSELF FREE, JERUSALEM
brought into a religious bondage that cor
12In his letter to the Romans (10:15) responded in respects with the Babylonian
the apostle Paul quotes from Isaiah’s captivity. For that reason John the Bap
prophecy (52:7). When Paul says: “The tist, Jesus Christ and his apostles fulfilled
Jerusalem above is free, and she is our a number of Bible prophecies that are re
mother,” how could he still be in harmony lated to the Babylonian captivity and the
with the second verse of chapter fifty-two liberation of the exiled Jews from it. They
of Isaiah’s prophecy, which reads: “ Shake were indeed messengers of liberation, but
yourself free from the dust, rise up, take of a liberation greater than that from an
a seat, O Jerusalem. Loosen for yourself cient Babylon, which has long since per
the bands on your neck, O
daughter ished.
of Zion” ? It was because the heavenly
15 Most certainly Jesus Christ had to set
Zion, the Jerusalem above, is represented his own apostles and other associated dis
by her children on earth. These are the ciples free, and by continuing in his word
dedicated, baptized, spirit-begotten Chris they remained actually free. This included
tians on earth, the spiritual brothers of a freedom most precious, religious free
Jesus and the spiritual sons of God.
dom to worship the one living and true
18
Zion is pictured as sharing in the conGod, Jehovah. On the day of Pentecost of
ditions and experiences of her spiritual
A. D. 33 Jesus Christ, at God’s right hand
children on earth. Just as Isaiah 63:8, 9
in heaven, poured out holy spirit upon his
says regarding Jehovah’s people: “ He went
waiting disciples in Jerusalem and they beon to say: ‘Surely they are my people,
brothers, we [Christians] are children, not
of a servant girl, but of the free woman.
For such freedom Christ set us free. There
fore stand fast, and do not let yourselves
be confined again in a yoke of slavery.”
11By those words in his letter to the Ga
latians (4:24-26, 31; 5:1), Paul indicates
that his letter is one of liberation, not only
from Babylonish paganism, but also from
Judaism with its religious traditions and
oppressive leaders. Today, as in Paul’s day,
the only free people are those whom Jesus
Christ has set free from Satan the Devil,
from sin and from death, the penalty for
sin. They are the children of “heavenly
Jerusalem,” the “Jerusalem above.” She
is their mother, and she pictures God’s ho
ly heavenly organization, who, in turn, was
pictured by Abraham’s wife, Sarah, the
free woman.

11. (a) What kind of letter is the one written to the
Galatians? (b) Who are the only free people today?
12, 13. What question do we now face, and what
solution is offered?

14. (a) Though freed from Babylonian captivity in 537
B. C., what bondage continued on Israel in succeeding
centuries? (b) Therefore, what were John the Baptist,
Jesus and his apostles able to do?
15. What grand liberation took place at Pentecost?
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came spiritual children of God’s heavenly of the heavenly Zion, Jerusalem above,
organization, the heavenly Zion, Jerusalem continued free, at which time the last
above. Then indeed they became her free books of the Holy Bible were written by
children and they preached the good news the aged apostle John. Then, just as the
of God’s kingdom, exercising their God- apostle Paul had foretold, “ the thing that
acts as a restraint” got out of the way,
given religious freedom to do so.
14
The apostle Peter quoted the prophecyand the falling away or apostasy from the
of Joel (2:28-32), which speaks about the freedom-giving Christian faith took place.
“escaped ones” and the “ survivors” in So the majority of those who professed to
Mount Zion and in Jerusalem. Then, in have the Christian belief went captive to
making a practical application of his mes the great Babylonish system of religion.
sage of liberation, Peter told the thousands The “ man of lawlessness” toward God, the
of listening Jews: “Repent, and let each “son of destruction,” got revealed, came
one of you be baptized in the name of Je out into the open in the form of the reli
sus Christ for forgiveness of your sins, and gious clergy of Christendom.— 2 Thess. 2:
you will receive the free gift of the holy 3-8.
spirit.. . . Get saved from this crooked gen
18
Christendom dates particularly from
eration.” Three thousand responded to that the days of the Roman Emperor Constan
message of liberation on that day of Pen tine the Great in the fourth century.* Evi
tecost. (Acts 2:14-42) Later, in fearless dently the true children on earth of the
expression of their religious freedom, Pe heavenly Zion (Jerusalem above) had to
ter and the other apostles said to the Jew go underground because of overwhelming
ish high priest and religious elders of the religious persecution. As in Jesus’ parable
Jewish Supreme Court in Jerusalem: “We of the Wheat and the Weeds (Tares), the
must obey God as ruler rather than men. few wheatlike sons of Zion and the imita
. . . And we are witnesses of these matters, tion weedlike sons were left to grow to
and so is the holy spirit, which God has gether in the same field, the world of
given to those obeying him as ruler.” mankind. (Matt. 13:30) The clergy of
—Acts 5:27-32.
Christendom, who claimed to represent the
17
However, according to the propheticheavenly Zion, were Babylonized and be
experience of the ancient Jews with Bab came part of the Greater Babylon. Then,
ylon and according to the Bible prophecies,
truly, the heavenly Zion as represented in
Zion, the Jerusalem above, as pictured by
her true children on earth went into cap
those on earth who professed to be her
spiritual children, was not to remain free. tivity to the Greater Babylon.
Her children were foreseen as undergoing
a captivity to a Greater Babylon, a system
of religious bondage, not at ancient Bab
ylon, but throughout the world. During the
days of the twelve faithful apostles, down
to the end of the first century, the children
16. (a) What practical application of Joel 2:28-32 did
Peter make, and what response was there to his message
of liberation? (b) What fearless expression of their
religious freedom did the apostles later make?
17. (a) According to Bible prophecy, what lay ahead
for the free spiritual children? (b) To whom would this
bondage be, when would it occur, and who would be
revealed at such time?

• Says page 268 of Volume 2 of M’Clintock and
Strong’s Cyclopaedia, (1891 Edition): “ Christendom, the
kingdom of Christ in its diffusion among men on the
earth. . . . The conversion of Constantine established the
first Christian state. . . . Thus the territory of Chris
tianity at present comprises three out of the five large
divisions of the world, with a considerable part of the
two others. . . . Thus the time seems near when the
extent of Christendom will coincide with the extent of
the earth. The following estimate of the Christian
population of the world is based upon the latest (1889)
works on political and ecclesiastical statistics: Total
Population: 1,447,548,000; Roman Catholics: 201,000,000;
Protestant: 106,000,000; Christian: 393,225,000.” But to
day, in 1964, the world population is 3,060,800,000
[The World Almanac, 1963, pages 259, 719], and the socalled Christian population is 904,332,500.
18. What course of events now followed?
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19Was Zion’s captivity to the Greater
Babylon to continue till the battle of H arMagedon foretold in the Bible’s last book,
in Revelation 16:13-16? Were no messen
gers of liberation to come to her with the
good news before Har-Magedon is reached?
According to Revelation 9:13-15 there was
to be an untying, a liberating, of those
“bound at the great river Euphrates,”
where ancient Babylon used to sit. In the
last three decades of the past century
there was an earnest effort by truly dedi
cated, baptized Christian worshipers of Je
hovah God to liberate themselves from
Christendom, which is the dominant part
of the religious Greater Babylon. But in
1914 came World War I; and Christendom,
the main participant in the war, used this
as a means to bring the devoted Christian
children of heavenly Zion into bondage,
like that of the Israelites in ancient Bab
ylon during Jerusalem’s seventy-year deso
lation.
20 However, Bible prophecy and its time
schedule, together with the world events
of 1914, proved that God’s woman, the
heavenly Zion, had given birth to the
promised kingdom of the Messiah or
Christ, and that then the enthroned Jesus
Christ had begun ruling in the midst of
his enemies, to subdue them completely in
due time. (Rev. 12:1-5; Ps. 110:1-6; Heb.
1:13; 10:12, 13) The battle of H arMagedon faced him in the future at A l
mighty God’s appointed time, particularly
after the invisible war in heaven was halt
ed with the hurling of Satan the Devil and
his demons out of their heavenly position
and down to the earth. In the meantime
was the victorious King Jesus Christ, who
19. (a) What questions of Interest now face us?
(b) When were efforts to obtain liberation begun, but
what did 1914 bring?
20. (a) Fulfillment of Bible prophecy led to what
occurrences in and after 1914? (b) What question is
posed, with what answer?
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was foreshadowed by ancient Babylon’s
conqueror, Cyrus the Great, going to wait
until Har-Magedon to liberate the Chris
tian witnesses of Jehovah from their cap
tivity in the Greater Babylon of today?
Not according to Bible prophecy!
21 In 1914 Jehovah God the Almighty
took his great power and began ruling as
king toward the earth by setting up his
promised Messianic kingdom. So “ the king
dom of the world has become the kingdom
of our Lord and of his Christ.” (Rev. 11:
15-18) The time had therefore come for
Christ’s prophecy to be fulfilled: “This
good news of the kingdom will be preached
in all the inhabited earth for a witness to
all the nations; and then the end will
come,” that is, at Har-Magedon. (Matt.
24:14) But if the witnesses of Jehovah
the King were in Babylonish captivity, how
could they announce the promised rule of
God’s kingdom as having begun? How
would things match or harmonize with Je
hovah God the Almighty ruling as King
and yet with his witnesses on earth being
in captivity to the enemy, the Greater
Babylon? How could these captive Chris
tian witnesses really picture the freedom
of God’s heavenly “ woman” and say: “The
Jerusalem above is free, and she is our
mother” ? (Gal. 4:26) Under captive con
ditions they could not do so.
22 Revelation 12:7-17 revealed in ad
vance that after Satan was hurled down
to our earth by the war in heaven he per
secuted God’s woman who had brought
fo rth the M essianic k in gd om and, in
wrath at her, he “went off to wage war
with the remaining ones of her seed, who
observe the commandments of God and
have the work of bearing witness to Je21. What prophecy was due to be fulfilled in 1914, but
what problems were there then to face?
22. After his ouster from heaven, how did Satan the
Devil show his opposition to the Kingdom?
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sus.” The realization of these events calls ments for this time and discharging the
for certain other things to be true also. work of bearing witness to the enthroned
What things? Satan the Devil is the “god Messiah, Jesus. Their liberation was to be
of this system of things” and hence is also ascribed to no one else but Jehovah through
the god of the Greater Babylon, which be his Messianic King, Jesus Christ, the
longs to this system of things. In this Greater Cyrus. What did this mean? To
Greater Babylon he held the “remaining what big fact did this evidence testify? To
ones of [Zion’s] seed” captive through to this fact: Not only had Great Babylon’s
the end of World War I in 1918. After be god Satan the Devil been hurled down
ing ousted from his heavenly position, Sa from heaven, but Great Babylon herself
tan the Devil persecuted God’s “woman” had fallen.
25
Great Babylon’s fall by 1919 did not
Zion by persecuting the remaining ones on
mean that she had
earth of her seed. He
been
destroyed. Not
did this by waging
COMING IN THE NEXT ISSUE
at all! She still exists
war upon them.
• O f W h ic h God A re Y o u a W it n e s s ?
today and still runs
23 From this what
• D o e s S in c e re ly B e lie v in g C h a n g e
W r o n g into R ig h t ?
her
kingdom over the
do we see? By reason
• J e ru sa le m —-the F a m o u s C ity.
kings of the earth.
of his being ousted
• D id Y o u M a k e an A cce p table
D e d ica tio n to G o d ?
Nevertheless, Jeho
from heaven Satan
vah’s Christian wit
had lost control o f
the remaining ones of her seed; and his nesses have been liberated from her. We
worshiper, religious Babylon the Great, can better understand this matter when we
had also lost such control. If he and she look back to ancient history. There we ob
still had them captive, why would it be serve that, when ancient Babylon fell be
necessary for him to “wage war” upon fore the Persian Cyrus the Great in 539
them? Waging war upon them was neces B.C., she was not destroyed or wiped out
sary because they had been liberated and of existence. She continued existing for
were now free to “observe the command centuries afterward, even into the days of
ments of God and have the work of bear the Christian apostle Peter, who visited
ing witness to Jesus.” The Devil’s waging the declining city and wrote at least one
letter, if not two, from that city. (1 Pet.
war upon them was an attempt to bring
5:13) But today nothing is left of the city
them back again into captivity to the
of Babylon itself but dismal ruins that be
Greater Babylon.
gan to be dug up in 1899. In like manner,
24We must proceed by the facts of the
religious Great Babylon fell by 1919 and
case. When do the facts prove that the
her utter destruction lies ahead in the fu
Christian witnesses were liberated from
ture. But we do not expect to wait centu
captivity in the Devil-worshiping Greater
ries for her destruction. Things are going
Babylon? In the spring of 1919, for from
to happen fast now for Great Babylon, and
then on they fearlessly undertook the
we expect to see her destruction in our
preaching of God’s Messianic kingdom in
generation! What a joy that will be for all
all the inhabited earth for a witness to all
messengers of liberation!
the nations, thus observing God’s command23. The fact that Satan waged war against the remain
ing ones of Christ’s seed is evidence of what?
24. When were God’s people liberated from Great
Babylon, and to what big fact does this testify?

25. (a) Why did this not mean Great Babylon had
been destroyed, and what example is given to help us
to understand what her fall meant? (b) Will Great
Babylon’s final destruction take centuries from now to
be accomplished ?

The
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3As if we were back in the sixth cen
ROM the year 1919 onward messen
gers of liberation have been sent out. tury B.C. we hear Isaiah’s prophecy quot
This runs parallel with the situation in the ed and directed to the literal earthly city:
days of the Christian apostles, when the “Wake up, wake up, put on your strength,
apostle Paul said: “ ‘Everyone who calls O Zion! Put on your beautiful garments,
on the name of Jehovah will be saved.’ O Jerusalem, the holy city! For no more
However, how will they call on him in will there come again into you the uncir
whom they have not put faith? How, in cumcised and unclean one. Shake yourself
turn, will they put faith in him of whom free from the dust, rise up, take a seat,
they have not heard? How, in turn, will O Jerusalem. Loosen for yourself the
they hear without someone to preach? bands on your neck, O captive daughter of
How, in turn, will they preach unless they Zion.”
have been sent forth? Just as it is written:
4 In 537 B.C. the literal city of Zion or
‘How comely are the feet of those who Jerusalem lay in the ruins to which the
declare good news of good things!’ ” Babylonian army had reduced her. But the
— Rom. 10:13-15, quoting from Joel 2:32 city was represented by her surviving citi
and Isaiah 52:7.
zens and other Israelites over whom she
2
Under inspiration the apostle Paulhad ruled up till 607 B.C. So the abovequoted from the prophecy of Isaiah, chap quoted words of Isaiah 52:1, 2 applied to
ter fifty-two, which tells us of the messen such children of hers and foretold what
gers who carry the news of liberation to they would do at God’s command. Those
Zion or Jerusalem. This prophecy first ap words did not apply to Zion or Jerusalem
plied to the literal, earthly city of Zion or before ancient Babylon fell in 539 B.C. to
Jerusalem in the sixth century before Cyrus the Persian. The captive Israelites
Christ; but Paul’s quoting from the proph or Jews were not commanded to make a
ecy proves that it has a larger, fuller reali break for freedom and liberate themselves
before Babylon fell. They were to wait un
zation upon the Greater Zion, heavenly
til after Babylon fell and until after Bab
Zion, the Jerusalem above. The application
ylon’s conqueror, Cyrus the Great, pub
of the prophecy in this way was not ex
lished his decree of liberation, freeing the
hausted in the days of Christ’s apostles
captive Jews at Babylon to go back to
but reaches its fullness and finality in our
their home country and rebuild the temple
day.
at Jerusalem for Jehovah’s worship. First

F

1. Since when have the messengers of liberation gone
forth particularly, and what parallel situation does
Paul write about that applied in his day?
2. To what three time periods does the prophecy of
liberation in Isaiah, chapter 52, apply?

3. What liberating command was Isaiah inspired to
speak?
4. From when do these words apply to Israel in the
type, and why then and not before?
79
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then were they authorized to get out of
Babylon; and their desolated homeland
would be well-rested-up to receive them
back.
’ Jehovah God had decreed that their
land should rest without inhabitants for
seventy years. Its seventieth year of
sabbath-keeping began in the early au
tumn of 538 B.C., about the time of the
Jewish Day of Atonement. Cyrus’ decree
of liberation was published in the first
year of his reign. Babylon fell before him
in 539 B.C., and Bible chronologers figure
that his first regnal year began in the
spring of the year following, on Nisan 1,
538 B.C., which would be six months be
fore the seventieth year of sabbath
keeping of the land of Judah began. If Cy
rus had issued his decree early in 538 B.C.
as his first regnal year, the exiled Jews
could have made the journey back to their
land before its seventieth year of sabbath
keeping began, which would have been
contrary to Jehovah’s prophecy. Or they
might have had to journey through the
rainy winter months of the year, which
would be from October through March.
This would not be too good.
6By the calculation above, Cyrus’ first
regnal year would end on March 5 of 537
B.C., or toward the end of the rainy sea
son. Doubtless he considerately issued his
decree near the end of the rainy season,
shortly before March 5 of 537 B.C., and
in that way the exiled Israelites could
make arrangements to travel in the con
venient dry season from April through
September. They evidently made the fourmonth-long journey from Babylon during
the dry months, for by October they were
back and settled in their beloved home
land, before the first day of their seventh
lunar month.— Ezra 3:1.
5, 6. When did Cyrus issue the decree of liberation for
the Israelites, and why was this a convenient time to
give that decree?
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TBy the rebuilding of Jerusalem from
537 B.C. forward, the “ captive daughter of
Zion” shook herself free from the dust of
desolation, waking up from her seventyyear-long stupor and loosing the bands
that Babylon had put on her neck. She
put on her strength and donned herself in
beautiful garments, especially those of ho
liness, to become a holy city with Jeho
vah’s temple of worship. She no longer sat
on the ground in slavery, but took her
seat among cities that were authorized to
exist. Jerusalem became what Jesus Christ
called her, “the city of the great King.”
(Matt. 5:35) She became a symbol of
heavenly Zion, the Jerusalem above.
8
When the Gentile Times ended in the
early autumn of the year 1914, God’s
“woman,” the heavenly Zion or Jerusalem
above, gave birth to the Messianic king
dom by means of which Jehovah God
would express his own royalty and his sov
ereignty over the earth. But on earth the
spiritual “ remnant of her seed” had to
pass through the first world war. Because
of not then properly understanding a
Christian’s strict neutrality toward politi
cal conflicts of earth and not understand
ing the matter of relative subjection to the
earthly “ higher powers,” the remnant was
brought into bondage to Great Babylon.
In July of 1917, by means of the Watch
Tower Bible & Tract Society, the remnant
published what was called “ the seventh
volume of the Studies in the Scriptures,”
namely, the book entitled “ The Finished
Mystery.” This contained an explanation
of the Bible books of Revelation and of
Ezekiel, and it had much to say against
Babylon the Great. Thousands engaged in
distributing this book down into the year
1918. This did not please Great Babylon,
7. What did this liberation of Zion mean, and of what
did she become the symbol ?
8. (a) Though God’s kingdom was born in 1914, what
was the condition of its earthly subjects at that time?
(b) What was the attitude of Great Babylon toward
the book The Finished Mystery f
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and she had this Seventh Volume banned, seven thousand attended the public lecture
not only in Canada, but also, by March, on Sunday on the subject “ The Hope of
1 9 18,
inthe United States of America. Distressed Humanity.”
9The preaching work continued on after
11
The publication of an additional mag
that with other Bi
azine, now known as Awake!, called
ble literature, but
forth enthusiastic applause from
Zion’s children on
the conventioners. The organization
earth came into a
of the congregations that had cir
state of captivity to
culated the message against Bab
Great Babylon, es
ylon the Great in the Seventh Vol
pecially when lead
ume down into 1918 w as to be
ing officials and oth
revived. In the Watch Tower issue
er associates of the
of September 15, 1919, the article
Watch Tower Soci
“Announcing the Kingdom” was
ety were im pris
published, using as its caption texts
Revelation 15:2 and Isaiah 52:7. In
o n e d in J u l y o f
telling of the work of announcing
1918. The symbolic
the “golden age” under God’s king
“two witnesses,” as
dom, this article went on to tell
foretold in Revela
how to proceed in
tion 11:3-10, were
order to pass on to
killed. Great Babylon was over
others the glad tid
joyed, and she celebrated. But her
ings by means of
jubilation was to be short-lived.
the
new magazine,
Revelation 11:11-13 foretold that
namely,
The Golden
those “ two witnesses” would be
A
ge,
which
is now
revived and would ascend to
known
as
Awake!:
worldwide prominence, w ith
“ The o r g a n iz a 
fright to their enemies. This be
tion that handled
gan taking place in the spring of
the Seventh Volume
the first postwar year, 1919.
work proved a won
10To the dismay of Great Bab
derful success. Sev
ylon and all other enemies the
en
thousand of the
remnant on earth of Zion’s spirit
frien ds w ere en
ual children suddenly came forth
gaged in that spe
into freedom. They saw that work
cial work. W e are
was yet ahead of them on earth.
asking the classes
Eagerly they arose to the joy of
everyw here to re
the service of God’s kingdom to
vive that organiza
vhich G od ’ s w om an Z ion had
tion and put it in
fiven birth in the heavens. On
September 1-8 they held a general con- proper form. Let us remember that in
ention at Cedar Point, Ohio, at which unity, in the spirit of Christ, is there
ix thousand of them were present; and strength; that if we have our hearts in
a right condition, closely united together
10. (a) Though the work continued without The
inished Mystery, what further action against God’s
in love, God will manifest his strength in
>ople brought Great Babylon much joy? (b) Why
is her joy short-lived? (c) What did God’s liberated
ople first do ?

11. To aid the liberators, what additional publication
became available, and what were all encouraged to do?
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our behalf.” (Page 281, paragraph 3)
This was addressed to more than 17,961
who had attended the Memorial or Lord’s
Supper that year.*
12Truly the heavenly Zion, being repre
sented by the ones remaining on earth of
her seed, here began to “wake up” from
her sorrow and stupefied condition and do
as told, “put on your strength.” She shook
herself “free from the dust,” not permit
ting Great Babylon or the rest of the Dev
il’s visible organization to walk over her.
She loosed for herself the bands on her
neck, no longer letting Great Babylon lead
her around like a captive slave. Rising from
the dust of deadness and weak supine
ness, she took a seat on a chair or throne.
She was determined to be a “ holy city,”
through which the unclean religionists
and persons with uncircumcised hearts
would no more pass as triumphant invad
ers. She put off the dusty slave garments
and put on her beautiful garments suitable
for the organization to which the King of
Eternity, Jehovah God, was wedded. This
was sure proof that Great Babylon had
fallen.
“YOUR GOD HAS BECOME KING”

13 The remnant of Zion’s spiritual chil
dren on earth did not buy this liberation
with money or by compromise with the
enemy. It was Almighty God by his Great
er Cyrus, the King Jesus Christ, who
brought about that liberation, for God and
Christ had gained the victory over Great
Babylon. As God considered the situation
of his people before liberating them, he
said, prophetically: “ ‘And now, what in* The Watch Tower issue of May 15, 1919, page 151,
gave as the Memorial Supper attendance on the night
of April 13, 1919, the total of 17,961, but this was only
for “ all classes which have thus far reported an attend
ance of thirty or more.” So that figure was far from
the actual world total.
12. How did the earthly remaining ones of Zion’s seed
show that they had awakened, giving sure proof of
whose fall ?
13. (a) To whom was credit due for this liberation?
(b) How does Isaiah describe the attitude of Jehovah
toward liberating his people?
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terest do I have here ?’ is the utterance of
Jehovah. ‘For my people were taken for
nothing. The very ones ruling over them
kept howling,’ is the utterance of Jehovah,
‘and constantly, all day long, my name was
being treated with disrespect. For that
reason my people will know my name,
even for that reason in that day, because
I am the One that is speaking. Look! It
is I.’ ” — Isa. 52:5,6.
“ As in the case of ancient Israel so
when Great Babylon had the spiritual rem
nant of Zion’s seed in the dust under her
feet, she howled at them and treated the
name of their God with disrespect. In ef
fect, Great Babylon howled disdainfully at
them: “Where is your God Jehovah?” But
in 1919, in their behalf, Jehovah added to
his name the glory of Liberator by deliver
ing them from their religious oppressor.
From then on they learned to know him
and his unique name as never before. Their
acquaintance with him went to such a
depth of appreciation that in the year
1931, by resolutions adopted around the
world, the remnant of Zion’s seed em
braced the designation “ Jehovah’s wit
nesses.” Jehovah had declared that this
would occur “ in that day.” Since 1919
this is the day that this has occurred, be
cause He is the one that has spoken it.
15
Now, in Isaiah’s prophecy, chapter
fifty-two, our attention is shifted from the
mistreatment of his people in Babylon to
the desolate condition of Zion or Jerusa
lem on her once-holy mountain. In the dis
tance ahead someone is approaching on
the mountains. It is a messenger to deso
lated Zion. Describing him, Isaiah, with
prophetic forevision, exclaim s: “ How
comely upon the mountains are the feet oi
the one bringing good news, the one pub'
fishing peace, the one bringing good new:
14. How was the depth of appreciation of the liberated
remnant of Zion’s seed shown?
15, 16. What next do we consider in Isaiah’s prophecy
on liberation, and why is this of importance?
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of something better, the one publishing
salvation, the one saying to Zion: ‘Your
God has become king!’ ” (Isa. 52:7) It is
God’s messenger bearing the news of lib
eration.
“ The good news, the peace published,
the good news of something better, the
salvation published, the telling of God’s
rule as king, all this was for desolate Zion.
How comely the feet of that messenger
must have appeared to Zion! The an
nouncement that her God had become king
meant nothing less than that Babylon the
slaveowner had fallen and her Israelite
captives had been given their religious lib
erty by Cyrus the Great, in 537 B.C.
17Centuries afterward, in apostolic days,
the feet of the Christian messengers who
were sent to the remaining ones of Zion’s
spiritual children looked just as comely.
(Rom. 10:15) But messengers with such
comely feet began to be sent again, par
ticularly from the year 1919 forward. How
comely they looked to the remnant of
Zion’s seed in that year! It was because
the remnant loved the kingdom of Jehovah
their God, and they longed to be free to
announce it. They longed for God’s visible
organization to be rebuilt for announcing
his kingdom worldwide.
18The good news to them corresponded
with the good news to ancient Zion long
igo. The good news included the informa;ion that Great Babylon had fallen; also,
hat the Greater Cyrus, Jesus Christ,
eigning since the end of the Gentile Times
1 1914, had conquered her and had issued
is decree for liberating the remaining
les of Zion’s seed who had been held capveby Great Babylon but who had now
>me under a new victorious rulership.
le good news announced that something
tter on earth was in store; that God’s
At what other times were the messengers of liberai greatly appreciated?
Outline some of the good things that the message of
ration contained in modern times.

visible organization on earth was to be re
built and put in better condition for his
service, and that the temple class, the sym
bolic “ living stones,” were to be erected
for the worship of the only living and true
God in a purer way than they had previ
ously ca rried on. The g o o d news an
nounced that Great Babylon’s fall was
proof that she was no longer Mistress, at
least not over them, but that their God,
Zion’s God, was their reigning King. He
had become King, even over territory over
which Great Babylon had held sway, and
now his kingdom must be preached in all
the inhabited earth as a message of libera
tion to still others.
JOY

19Zion is joyful at receiving back her
exiled children and becoming again a city
teeming with worshipers of her God Jeho
vah, after having lain desolate for seventy
years. Her own joy is reflected by that of
her watchmen, those who are on the look
out for her spiritual interests. Who is it
that brings the exiles back, sustaining
them along the way? It is Jehovah. It is
so evidently His doing that it is as if Zion’s
watchmen see Jehovah face to face, with
eyes looking to eyes, when the exiles re
turning from Babylon under his invisible
leadership approach the city to within
eyeshot of her watchmen. “ Listen!” says
Isaiah’s prophecy (52:8) to desolated Zion,
“ Your own watchmen have raised their
voice. In unison they keep crying out joy
fully; for it will be face to face that they
will see when Jehovah gathers back Zion
[by gathering back her exiles].”
20The bringing back of the “ remaining
ones of her seed” to God’s free “ woman”
19. Explain how the joy of the watchmen of Zion re
flects the joy of all of Zion’ s exiled children.
20, 21. Since liberation was plainly from Jehovah, what
became more and more prominent to those liberated,
and so what action did they take in 1931?
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Zion from 1919 onward was plainly Jeho
vah’s work by his enthroned Son, Jesus
Christ, the Greater Cyrus. The governing
body of the Christian witnesses of Jehovah
were clear-sighted and far-sighted enough
to see this fact. Unitedly these spiritual
watchmen rejoiced and cried out joyfully
at seeing the increasing procession of ex
iles returning from captivity in Great Bab
ylon. Because they saw Jehovah’s part in
the liberation, with their eyes of spiritual
discernment looking to his compassionate
eyes, Jehovah took on more and more
prominence in the visible organization of
his liberated people. His name properly
took on more importance than that of Je
sus his Son. He was to be honored above
his Son Jesus Christ. It was
universal
sovereignty that was to be vindicated,
cleared of all reproach; in fact, his univer
sal sovereignty was the paramount issue
before all the living universe.
21 So it was that, in 1931, when Jehovah
had brought back practically all the exiled
remnant of her seed to Zion, they em
braced the name of Jehovah’s witnesses,
to distinguish themselves from all those
who were merely Christian in name.—Isa.
43:10-12, 21; 44:8.
22Because of Jehovah’s bringing her ex
iles back, Zion and her surroundings took
on a different appearance. She came to be
as in a paradise. There was the highest
reason for everything about her to rejoice,
to take on a beauteous, glad appearance.
The divine command, in Isaiah 52:9,10, is
for all his comforted people, all his re
deemed organization, to show appreciation
for what their God has done: “Become
cheerful, cry out joyfully in unison, you
devastated places of Jerusalem, for Jeho
vah has comforted his people; he has re
purchased Jerusalem [so that she is again
his property]. Jehovah has bared his holy
22. What divine command of Jehovah recorded by Isaiah
now became the responsibility of God’s liberated
people ?
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arm before the eyes of all the nations; and
all the ends of the earth must see the sal
vation of our God.”
23 Jehovah bared his almighty holy arm
before Great Babylon and all the nations
by liberating his contrite, brokenhearted
remnant in 1919 and thus com forting them.
The faithful remnant made known this
salvation of His people from Great Bab
ylon by thereafter going to the very ends
of the earth to serve as his Christian wit
nesses and to preach the good news of his
Messianic Kingdom now reigning in the
heavens since 1914. Had they continued as
captives to Great Babylon they could not
have done this. So in this current year
of 1964 the Kingdom message is being
preached in 194 lands under the supervi
sion of this comforted, repurchased rem
nant of Zion’s seed. Their free action in
preaching God’s kingdom everywhere is
visible, audible proof that Jehovah has lib
erated them. In this practical way “
the
ends of the earth” have seen God’s salva
tion of his people. He uses them as his
messengers of liberation.
24 To be used worldwide as his messen
gers of liberation to all true lovers o f reli
gious freedom, the remnant of Zion’s seed
yet on earth since 1919 were first them
selves obliged to act on God’s message of
liberation through his Greater Cyrus Jesus
Christ. They had to obey their God’s com
mand, in Isaiah 52:11, 12: “ Turn away,
turn away, get out of there, touch nothing
unclean; get out from the midst of her
keep yourselves clean, you who are carry
ing the utensils of Jehovah. For you people
will get out in no panic, and you will g(
in no flight. For Jehovah will be goinj
even before you, and the God of Israel w i
be your rear guard.”
23. How have Jehovah's people proved they are liberate
from captivity to Great Babylon?
24, 25. (a) To be used as messengers of liberation, wh
break did Jehovah’s people have to make? (b) Wh
did this prove concerning Great Babylon, and how v
the exit from Babylon made?
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25 For such a command to be issued and
to be acted upon, it required first that
Great Babylon should fall, and that her
Conqueror, the Greater Cyrus, should is
sue his decree o f liberation. Great Babylon
has fallen! That is why the anointed rem
nant of Zion’s seed began turning away
from her since the year 1919 and the full
number of them have now been gathered.
They do not want to touch the unclean
thing or be in the midst of it anymore.
They want to keep religiously clean, in or
der to practice pure, undefiled, acceptable
worship in the sight of Jehovah their God.
They have carried with them, not the Bab
ylonish religious practices and traditions
and doctrines o f demons, but the pure
utensils of Jehovah’s worship, pictured by
the sacred utensils that the Babylonians
stole from Jehovah’s temple in 607 B.C.
when Jerusalem was destroyed. They have
left Great Babylon, not wildly and in con
fusion like the radical elements of this
world, but in theocratic orderliness, under
divine guidance. Jehovah their God has
gone before them! Although the enemy has
dogged their rear, Jehovah God has been
a rear guard to them. That is why today
they are out of Great Babylon! They are
here, serving as free messengers of libera
tion, here in 1964!
26But they are now not alone! Because
they have fearlessly preached the good
news of God’s kingdom of liberation, “ all
the ends of the earth” have seen the salva
tion of God in behalf of Zion and the rem26. Who have now Joined the liberated remnant, and
what are they doing to show their desire to serve
God freely?
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nant of her spiritual children. Just as,
away back in 537 B.C., there were upward
of 7,537 slaves and professional singers
that got out of the midst of Babylon with
the Israelite remnant, so there is some
thing similar today. A “ great multitude”
of persons located in “all the ends of the
earth” have observed Jehovah’s salvation
of the faithful remnant of spiritual Israel
ites, and in adoration they have turned to
the worship of this glorious God of libera
tion. They have followed the remnant of
spiritual Israelites out of Great Babylon
and purified themselves from all her de
filem ents and courageously dedicated
themselves to the pure, holy worship of
Jehovah God. (Ezra 2:64, 65; Neh. 7:66,
67; Rev. 7:9-17) They have entered into
the enjoyment of their religious freedom.
They have offered themselves to serve
with the remnant as messengers of libera
tion, and God has been pleased to send
them forth.
27
The fallen Great Babylon is now ap
proaching her terrible destruction. Those
who remain in her will be charged with a
share in the responsibility for her sins and
will be destroyed with her. Till her de
struction at the hands of Jehovah God,
against whom she has sinned, there is a
work of liberation to be done for the sake
of all persons yet in her who long for reli
gious freedom to worship the one living
and true God. Their eyes yearn to see the
comely feet of messengers of good news.
The time is now short. To the work, then,
all you free messengers of liberation!
27. How much longer will the work of liberation con
tinue, and for whose sake is the work done?

“U N Y IE L D IN G C O U R A G E ”
Speaking of Jehovah's witnesses, the book God Is a Millionaire by Richard
Mathison makes this observation: “During the Korean W ar, the products of easy
Protestantism, of our military schools and our better colleges cracked by the score.
. . . A Pentagon study of the problem brought forth a red-faced conclusion: Those
few Jehovah’s Witnesses who ended up as prisoners of war, . . . withstood to a
man the scientific, psychological efforts to convert them to Communism— better
than a number of patriotic W est Pointers.”

Applying the General Priesthood Principle
E H O V A H God, in dealing with the nation
of Israel, provided for a priesthood. This
priesthood had two functions. One of these
was the offering of the various sacrifices on
behalf of themselves and the people. The
other was the instructing of the people in
God's law, even as we read: “The lips of a
priest are the ones that should keep knowl
edge, and the law is what people should
seek from his m outh."— Lev. 7 :3 7 ; 16:11, 15;
M ai. 2:7.*
This priesthood of the nation of Israel was
a special one, not a general priesthood. That
is, not all Israelites were priests. Priests were
limited to unblemished males of a certain
age that were the descendants of Aaron,
their first high priest. Only when there were
insufficient priests or the priests failed to
appreciate their privileges, as in the days of
King Hezekiah, did the Levites help in offering
sacrifices.— 2 Chron. 29:34.
The priesthood of spiritual Israel, however,
Jehovah God purposed to be a general one.
A ll footstep followers of Christ Jesus, who
upon dedication and baptism were begotten
by God’s spirit and called to the heavenly
calling, became members of true Christianity’s
general priesthood. A ll such have access to
the “ holy place,’’ and serve as sacrificing
priests under their High Priest Jesus Christ.
— Heb. 10:19-22.
W h a t took place on the very day of Pente
cost shows that the priesthood of spiritual
Israel is a general one. On that day the
holy spirit came upon all the followers of
Christ assembled in an upper room in Jeru
salem in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy in
which God says: “I shall pour out some
of m y spirit upon every sort of flesh, and
your sons and your daughters will prophesy
. . . and even upon m y men slaves and upon
m y women slaves I will pour out some of my
spirit.”— Acts 2:17, 18; Joel 2:28, 29.
That all anointed followers of Christ are
priests is also made clear by the apostle
Peter: “You yourselves also as living stones
are being built up a spiritual house for the
purpose of a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ. . . . you are ‘a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, . . . that you should declare
abroad the excellencies’ ” of Jehovah God.
— 1 Pet. 2 :5 , 9.

0

* For details see The Watchtower, March 1, 1963.
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W ith the foretold falling away from the
true faith the churches of Christendom dis
carded the principle of the general priesthood.
W ith but few notable, well-meant, but at best
only temporary exceptions, these have adopted
a special priesthood. After many years of
special priesthoods, today there is a movement
afoot in Christendom to apply the principle
of the general priesthood and have the laity
preach and serve, chiefly because o f a shortage
of priests and ministers, but it is not meeting
with success. W h y not?
Because of two basic reasons. On the one
hand, while speaking of a general priesthood,
their leaders mean it only in a very limited
sense. They do not at all intend to wipe out
all distinction between the clergy and the
laity. And on the other hand, there is little
enthusiasm and zeal on the part of the laity
to share actively in the ministry even to the
extent of their opportunities.
Today, however, the principle of the general
priesthood does find application among the
Christian witnesses of Jehovah. Am ong them
there is no class set apart for sacrificing and
teaching even though only a few of them
belong to the priestly “remnant” and the
great majority belong to the non-priestly
“other sheep.” A ll share in making “disciples
of people of all the nations.”— Matt. 28:19, 20;
Heb. 13:15.
Among the witnesses of Jehovah any adult,
dedicated and baptized male Christian who
is qualified may serve in such ministerial ca
pacities as giving public Bible discourses and
funeral talks, performing marriages and pre
siding at the Lord’s evening meal or supper.
There is no clergy class. Overseers and their
ministerial assistants are merely servants of
their fellow Christians. They are not specially
ordained and therefore they are such special
servants only so long as they have an appoint
ment so to serve.— Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Tim . 3:1-7.
A ll those upon whom God’s spirit came
at Pentecost preached. Since God does not
change, it is reasonable to expect the same
today. Since among the witnesses of Jehovah
all are preachers, we must conclude that God’s
holy spirit is also upon them. To help them
to become ever more effective ministers, five
weekly meetings are conducted by each con
gregation. Do you take full advantage of these?
You will if you would have the principle of
the general priesthood apply to you.
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practices. Later, on the occasion of a circuit
assembly in our city, I asked the district
servant to accompany me and give this woman
more Bible counsel. She has been further helped
a great deal by the article in The W atchtow er
of March 15, 1963, on 'Resisting Wicked Spirit
Forces.' After reading it she told me that
she had made special arrangements in her
bedroom so that when harassed by wicked
spirits she could immediately turn on the
lights and begin to read the latest issues
of The W atchtower or the Bible to overcome
the problem. She announced also that she
has burned all the things she had been using
in spiritistic practices, and she has begun to
attend m eetings."

ALERT TO OFFER A ID

A congregation overseer of Jehovah's wit
nesses in Illinois reports: “One morning on
my way home I turned on the local radio
station to a program that people can phone
in and ask questions or voice opinions over
the radio on any subject. A man telephoned
and wanted the program to get information
on ESP (extrasensory perception). Having
read the article in The W atchtow er on W h a t
Is Extrasensory Perception?' and recalling
information in the booklet W hat D o the
Scriptures Say About ‘Survival A fter Death9?
I hurried home and telephoned the station
moderator for about fifteen minutes and left
my phone number for others to call. To m y
surprise the telephone rang right away and
a lady in our territory told me of her ability
in ESP. She said she had envisioned a piece of
machinery flying through the air and narrowly
missing her husband, and that night he
came home and told her this had happened.
Since she wanted to know the Bible's answer
to ESP, I visited her and brought The W atchtower with the article and the booklet and
explained how wicked spirits are responsible
for the phenomenon known as ESP. After
three back-calls a Bible study was started
and within two months she began to attend
the public Bible talks."

CHANGED ATTITUDE

One of Jehovah’s witnesses in Canada re
lates the following: “I work in an office with
a woman who would never take the magazines
nor let the Witnesses talk with her. One
day she mentioned that her daughter in
high school was to take part in a debate
entitled ‘Is the Twist a Proper D ance?' Her
daughter had not been able to find any m a
terial that she could use to support her side.
She asked m e if I had a magazine that might
help her. I immediately thought o f The Watchtower with the article ‘How Should Christians
View Dancing?' I wondered what she would
say when I gave it to her. To m y surprise she
readily accepted it, as I pointed out a few
of the good points in the article.

AIDED TO RESIST

A Witness in North Carolina tells what
happened after starting a home Bible study
with a young woman: “During the study her
mother asked me if I thought that those
who were dead could come back and com
municate with the living. She related an ex
perience in which she said this had taken
place. I explained that such practices were
spiritism, which is contrary to the Bible, and
that persons who did such things were actually
communicating with demons. She then pointed
to her daughter, who then confessed that she
did communicate with spirits and had done
so over the past year. I showed from the
Scriptures the seriousness of her course, and
the study concluded with her saying that
she would think about the matter.

“About two weeks after this she very hap
pily told me that her daughter's team had
won the debate. N ot only that, but her daugh
ter had obtained the most points on her
team for the best material; and the judge
was a clergyman. This seemed to impress
her again. This time her daughter was to
give a five-minute discourse on how to study.
Could I help her? I knew there was a chapter
in Qualified to B e Ministers on that subject.
I gave her the book. Again her daughter
was awarded the highest number of points.
Her teacher commented that the material
was so good that undoubtedly one of the other
teachers must have helped her. This has
changed this woman's mind about the W it
nesses. Since then she has of her own accord
asked me many questions, and I will continue
to help this sheeplike w om an."

“I continued the study, opening and closing
it with prayer, also tactfully asking her to
remove a large cross she wore and which
cross she admitted she used in spiritistic
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'H T T A L L E L U JA H !” “ Praise the
c / l Lord!” “ Glory to God!” “ Jesus,
Jesus!” “Be saved!” “Amen!” Such are the
exclamations of fervor heard at a Pente
costal church meeting. Religious excite
ment runs high. An audience largely of
women and children is keyed up to goosepimple pitch by means of stirring musical
strains issuing from tambourines, drums
or a guitar. Rhythmical handclapping and
singing keep pace with the musical instru
ments as the religious session gains mo
mentum and swing. At the right time a
fiery sermon is given with soul-shaking
zeal, and the entire audience comes into
tune with an overriding spirit of emotion
and ecstasy.
Striking emotional and physical mani
festations may then occur, including weep
ing, groaning, falling, jerking and trances.
Because of such demonstrations Pentecostals have sometimes been called ‘holy roll
ers’ and ‘jumpers.’ Their actions, however,
are usually involuntary, and are attributed
to power descending from on high. On oc
casions a person may receive an impulse
that enables him to speak in an ‘unknown
tongue,’ and, at the same time, another
may receive a spirit impulse that enables
him to interpret the message.
While religious excitement is high, altar
calls are often issued, and new persons

who feel stirred respond. Those that are
ill or infirm may also be urged to come to
the altar, and, amidst much imploring
from others, healings are attempted. After
nearly two hours of religious agitation
those in the audience return to their
homes. Making allowance for some varia
tions, this sketches briefly the weekly ser
vices conducted by the various groups of
the Pentecostal movement. Here indeed is
a religion with a swing!
PENTECOSTAL BEGINNINGS

Religious revivals around the turn of
this century laid the groundwork for the
Pentecostal movement. In his book The
Assemblies of God: A Popular Survey,
J. R. Flower, a prominent Pentecostal of
ficial, observed that “it was during the
nineteenth century that great revivals were
experienced under the leadership of such
men as Peter Cartwright,” and that these
“were foreshadowings of the rise of the
Pentecostal Movement.”
The reports concerning these early fron
tier revivals were indeed spectacular. Wil
liam W. Sweet, who consulted many eye
witness reports, described how “the subject
would generally ‘with piercing scream,
fall like a log on the floor or ground’ and
appear as dead, sometimes lying thus for
hours at a time. All the eyewitnesses
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testify to the commonness of this occur
rence. The jerking exercise affected per
sons in different ways. Frequently one of
the limbs only would be affected, some
times the whole body, and often the head
alone. . . . ‘Sometimes the head would be
twisted right and left, to a half round,
with such velocity, that not a feature could
be discovered.’ ” Peter Cartwright, a fa
mous revival preacher of that time, ex
plained that if persons “would not strive
against it and pray in good earnest, the
jerking would usually abate,” but “the
more they resisted the more they jerked.”
In 1906, only a few years after the start
of the Pentecostal movement, a group
gathered in a private home in Los Angeles
to hear W. J. Seymour preach. While he
was preaching, “ the entire company was
knocked from their chairs to the floor.”
As a result of this powerful manifestation,
people came from all around to investigate.
According to The Pentecostal Evangel of
April 6, 1946: “ They shouted there until
the foundation of the house gave way, but
no one was hurt.” The gathering then
moved to an old frame building at an ad
dress famous among Pentecostal people—
312 Azusa Street. Here meetings continued
day and night for three years. This gave
the movement a tremendous impetus.
Manifestations of spirit power caused
some attending the meetings to experience
physical manipulations of the face and
body. Eventually such manifestations be
came a cause of concern to Seymour. Carl
Brumback writes in his book Suddenly
from Heaven: “ Therefore he urged Par
ham to come, because ‘hypnotic forces and
fleshly contortions as known in the colored
Camp Meetings in the South had broken
loose in the meeting.’ He urged Mr. Par
ham to come quickly to help him discern
between that which was real and that
which was false, and to weed out that
which was not of God.”

According to Klaude Kendrick, a lead
ing member of the Assemblies of God, the
“Azusa Mission is generally considered the
center from which Pentecostal influence
spread not only to many places in the
United States but also to a number of oth
er nations of the world.”
MANY DIVISIONS

There were two major courses in which
the Pentecostal movement developed. First,
there were the Holiness communions that
embraced Pentecostal theology as a body
after 1906, and, secondly, there were the
congregations that were formed by Pen
tecostal believers who had withdrawn from
or had not previously been associated with
an established denomination.
As the movement grew many other Pen
tecostal sects were formed or broke away
from larger ones. It would be impossible
to identify all the many different Pente
costal denominations. Some of the larger
ones are: Assemblies of God, Church of
God, Church of God in Christ, United Pen
tecostal Church, Inc., Pentecostal Church
of God in America and International
Church of the Foursquare Gospel. In his
book Pillars of Pentecost, Charles W. Conn,
a historian of the Church of God, notes
that “there are today nearly forty Pente
costal bodies in North America alone,”
for, as he acknowledges, “ the Pentecostal
movement has had its share of unfortu
nate schisms and controversy.”
The following is a list of some of the
major Pentecostal bodies with their re
spective membership as reported in the
Yearbook of American Churches 1963:
Assemblies o f God
Church of God in Christ
United Pentecostal Church, Inc.
Pentecostal Church of God
in America
Open Bible Standard Church
International Church of
the Foursquare Gospel
Pentecostal Assemblies o f the W orld

514,317
411,466
175,000
109,000
26,000
84,741
45,000

90

SfieWATCHTOWER.

Church o f God (Cleveland, Tenn.)
Church o f God, W orld Headquarters
Church o f God o f Prophecy
(Original) Church o f God
Pentecostal Holiness Church
The Pentecostal Free W ill
Baptist Church, Inc.
Pentecostal Fire-baptized
Holiness Church
Apostolic Overcoming
H oly Church o f God
C alvary Pentecostal Church
E lim Missionary Assemblies
Emm anuel Holiness Church
International Pentecostal Assemblies
Pentecostal Church o f Christ

179,651
71,606
35,349
6,000
55,502
7,000
573
75,000
8,000
4,000
1,200
15,000
1,198
1,826,503

EFFORTS AT UNIFICATION

In recent years efforts have been made
to unite the Pentecostals’ divided house.
While mergers have been successful in
uniting some groups, consolidation of the
major denominations appears very unlike
ly. In recent years, however, Pentecostal
bodies have joined ranks within organiza
tions having similar views. For example,
many Pentecostal bodies belong to the Na
tional Association of Evangelicals, of
which Thomas F. Zimmerman, the head
of the Assemblies of God, is president.
Perhaps the greatest effort toward uni
fication was the organizing of the World
Pentecostal Conference. At its first con
vention, held in Zurich, Switzerland, in
1947, recommendations were made to form
area fellowships. In harmony with these
recommendations arrangements were made
in 1948 for establishing the Pentecostal
Fellowship of North America.
BELIEFS

Pentecostals believe that the present
Pentecostal movement, which features the
speaking in tongues, is in fulfillment of
Bible promise. They maintain that the out
pouring of the holy spirit at Pentecost and
during the first century did not exhaust
the miraculous visible manifestations of
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the spirit. They interpret “ the early and
latter rain,” mentioned at James5:7 ( AV) ,
as applying to the outpouring of God’s
spirit. Believing that the outpouring of
God’s spirit in the first century was the
“early rain,” they conclude that there
must also be a “ latter rain.” The Pente
costal movement, they claim, is a result of
the outpouring of this “ latter rain.”
It is a distinctive teaching of the Pen
tecostal movement that speaking in tongues
always accompanies the baptism with the
holy spirit. All persons have this tongues
experience as evidence of baptism, Pente
costals say, but not everyone afterward
receives the “ gift of tongues.” This Pente
costal teaching, however, does not have
Scriptural backing.*
The miraculous gifts of God’s spirit, in
cluding the gift of tongues, were given as
credentials to the infant Christian congre
gation in the first century. They were,
therefore, to cease when the congregation
grew to maturity, as the apostle Paul ex
plains: “Love never fails. But whether
there are gifts of prophesying, they will be
done away with; whether there are tongues,
they will
cease ”— 1 Cor. 13:8.
Because of seeking for something that
God is not granting at this time, Pente
costals lend themselves to the deception of
Satan and his demons. (1 Tim. 4:1) The
shouting, the incoherent mumbling and
groaning, and the falling to the floor and
jerking around is not an evidence of God’s
spirit. Even some prominent Pentecostals
agree that some extreme manifestations
are not from God. Recall that Seymour
wrote Parham to come to Azusa Street to
“discern between that which was real and
that which was false.”
Are not their physical manipulations
similar to what is experienced by African
mediums who practice Voodooism? One of
those mediums will jiggle and shake in
* For a detailed discussion of this subject see The
Watchtower of June 1, 1963.
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every limb and will remain on her feet in a rhythmic swing in which the whole au
continual motion for hours. Are they not dience is made to feel they have a part. To
similar to the physical manipulations that those loaded down with worries and anx
came upon a child in Jesus’ day when ieties of life there is a forgetting of their
seized by a spirit power? “ So they brought troubles. There is a sharing in a stimulat
him to him. But at the sight of him the ing experience. The insignificant individual
spirit at once threw the child into convul is now made to feel important, that God is
sions, and after falling on the ground he dealing directly with him personally, thus
kept rolling about, foaming.”— Mark 9:20. producing a religious confidence. At these
When God’s holy spirit comes upon a meetings one is not required to think but
person, as revealed by the Scriptures, it just to feel. Many assertions are made by
produces intellectual and ennobling results speakers without supporting proof. The au
for the person affected instead of fleshly dience just feels they are right.
Although a person may find emotional
manipulations or contortions that are of
no value. There is no record that the dis satisfaction with the Pentecostal move
ciples at Pentecost did such things when ment and may be impressed with what are
the holy spirit came upon them. Instead, regarded as manifestations of God’s spirit,
it moved them to give an upbuilding testi they should remember that Scriptural
mony to the truth for the benefit of the truth is more important than a religious
many people in Jerusalem who had come emotional experience. It is Scriptural truth,
from foreign lands. It caused them to speak not physical signs, that a person should
in the native tongues of these people. look for in true religion. A person should
have faith because of the Scriptural truths
—Acts 2:1-4,14-40.
It is true that in Pentecostal meetings he learns, not because of physical signs
there are many sincere expressions of that he sees. Remember the Scriptural
“Lord, Lord.” But Jesus himself showed warning: “The lawless one’s presence is ac
that it is not such declarations that are cording to the operation of Satan with
the acid test of true religion, but, rather, every powerful work and lying signs and
the doing of the will of God. “Not every portents and with every unrighteous de
one saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter ception for those who are perishing, as a
into the kingdom of the heavens, but the retribution because they did not accept
one doing the will of my Father who is in the love of the truth that they might be
the heavens will. Many will say to me in saved.”— 2 Thess. 2:9,10.
Since manifestations experienced by
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and expel demons in your Pentecostals admittedly contain some that
name, and perform many powerful works even they believe to be false, as noted in
in your name?’ And yet then I will confess the experience of W. J. Seymour, is there
to them: I never knew you!”—Matt. 7: not reason to question all of them? Since
demon possession can cause physical ma
21-23.
nipulations,
are we to conclude that some
At the beginning of this article a de
manipulations
are caused by holy spirit
scription was given of the type of religious
and
others
are
caused by demon power
meetings that are held by the Pentecostal
so
that
it
is
necessary
to distinguish the
movement. In general these are of the na
true
from
the
false?
“A
fountain does not
ture of an emotional performance rather
cause
the
sweet
and
the
bitter to bubble
than an intellectual study to transform the
out
of
the
same
opening,
does
it?” (Jas. 3:
mind and heart. The entire meeting has
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11) A person should soberly and thought
fully consider the evidence that points to
demon influence in the Pentecostal experi
ence. Remember what the inspired apostle
Paul wrote to Christians warning them

against the “ operation of Satan with every
powerful work and lying signs and por
tents” to deceive those who do “ not ac
cept the love of the truth.”— 2 Thess. 2:
9, 10.

’ ANY people in modern
society regard belief in
sin as out of date and the con
sciousness of it as being bad for
one’s mental health. This view
tends to remove moral restraint, with the
result that public morality deteriorates.
Commenting on how Freudian psychology
has contributed to this demoralizing view,
Psychologist O. Hobart Mowrer, a past
president of the American Psychological
Association, stated:
“For half a century now we psycholo
gists have very largely followed the Freud
ian doctrine that . . . the patient has
been in effect too good; that he has within
him impulses, especially those of lust and
hostility, which he has been unnecessarily
inhibiting. And health, we tell him, lies in
expressing these impulses.” By trying to
destroy consciousness of sin, psychologists
have, according to Dr. Mowrer, also abol
ished moral restraint, with the result that
personality disorders have become more
widespread and baffling.
Notwithstanding the denials of worldlywise people, sin is a reality that cannot be
lightly dismissed. Much more is involved
than the breaking of moral laws. It dam
ages a person’s relationship with his Cre
ator, because sin has to do with the vio

lating of divine laws. The Greek word for
it is hamartm, which carries the thought
of missing, as missing one’s road, to fail
of doing something, to miss one’s point or
to go wrong. The Hebrew word for sin has
a similar thought. Jehovah God has set up
a standard of righteousness for his crea
tures as a mark of perfection. Missing or
failing to meet this mark is called sin. It
can be of two types— inherited sin and
sin that we personally commit.
Inherited sin is responsible for the im
perfect way that our bodies function and
for the death that automatically comes to
everyone. Speaking about it, God’s Word
says: “Through one man sin entered into
the world and death through sin, and thus
death spread to all men because they had
all sinned.” (Rom. 5:12) That one man,
Adam, was the common ancestor of all hu
mans. By his willfully missing the mark
of perfect obedience to God he sinned and
brought himself into an imperfect condi
tion. His children, being brought forth in
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that condition, inherited his imperfection
resulting from his sin. Thus none of his
descendants have been born without the
effects of his sin.
The other type of sin is the result of
our personal failures in reaching the mark
God has set, his standard of righteousness.
Being imperfect, we are unable to reach
that mark, but we can aim at it and try
to come as near as possible to it by obeying
the laws of God. Such efforts show our
love for righteousness. With a sincere de
sire to do what is right in Jehovah’s eyes,
we will feel cut to the heart when we vio
late any of his laws. We will repent of
what we did, pray earnestly for forgive
ness and not repeat the sin. God will cover
our sin by means of Christ’s ransom sac
rifice and not hold it against us. Because
of our repentant attitude he will forgive us.
Jehovah’s forgiveness is not extended,
however, to the person who makes sin a
regular part of his life and thus practices
it. Such a person has no inclination or de
sire to strive for the mark God has set. He
willfully violates God’s laws, showing no
love for righteousness and feeling no re
morse for his sins. His conscience becomes
seared and insensitive to the wrongness of
his ways in the eyes of God. Regarding
such a lawless person, the Bible states:
“Everyone who practices sin is also prac
ticing lawlessness, and so sin is lawless
ness. He who carries on sin originates with
the Devil, because the Devil has been sin
ning from the beginning.” (1 John 3:4, 8)
From the beginning of his sinful course,
the wicked spirit creature known as the
Devil has violated willfully the laws of
God. He apparently has stifled any sense
of guilt and advocates as desirable what
God declares to be sin. Willful sinners
manifest his attitude.
God cannot be expected to forgive the
sins of a person who refuses to be con
scious of sin and who does not seek his
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forgiveness. It is nothing more than selfdeception to deny the existence of sin. Be
cause a person refuses to recognize God’s
laws, that does not make them nonex
istent; that does not make one guiltless
when one violates them. As human judges
will not judge a person innocent because
he refuses to recognize the laws he vio
lates, neither does God judge him inno
cent for violating divine laws. It is writ
ten: “ If we make the statement: ‘We have
no sin,’ we are misleading ourselves and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and righteous so as to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”— 1 John 1:8, 9.
Forgiveness is extended to the person
who acknowledges his sin and repentantly
confesses his sin to God, asking for for
giveness. Such a person manifests the cor
rect attitude toward the obeying of divine
laws. Because he manifests the right heart
attitude his sin is not one that leads to
his extinction. Even though he may die
a “ natural” death because of inherit
ed sin from Adam, he has the hope of
a resurrection. But that cannot be said of
the man who is lawless with respect to
God’s laws and has the Devil’s attitude
toward sin. Because he feels no guilt for
breaking divine laws, he is not repentant
and makes no effort to seek forgiveness.
The practice of sin has seared his con
science so that he has become hardened in
wrongdoing. The memory of such a person
is not retained by God. “ The remembrance
of the righteous one is due for a blessing,
but the very name of the wicked ones will
rot.”— Prov. 10:7.
Whether it be Freudian psychology or
some other demoralizing line of thinking
that breaks down moral restraint, there
is grave danger in giving heed to it. It is
the way of sin and death, not the way of
life. “ Do not be misled: God is not one to
be mocked. For whatever a man is sowing,
this he will also reap.”— Gal. 6:7.

KIDNEY OPERATION WITHOUT BLOOD TRANSFUSION
The situation was now grim. I f the patient
was not operated on within a month, the
diseased kidney would probably poison the
system, resulting in death. W h a t was to be
done? Would the Witness continue to put
Jehovah's law foremost? Could a doctor be
found who would be willing to operate without
blood? Many Witnesses throughout the Sydney
area used their telephones, trying to find
such a doctor. The overseer of the patient's
congregation obtained a list from the Medical
Association of the Urologists in the Sydney
area and one by one eliminated them. Days
passed by and still no doctor had been found.
Then, as hopes appeared to fail, a Witness
remembered a specialist who had removed
the diseased kidney of another Witness about
twelve months previously. He was quickly
contacted, and the case was presented to him.
He showed interest and asked: “You are sure
in your own mind that you don't want a blood
transfusion?" The Witness replied, “Y es," and
the doctor said: “A ll right, in your case I
feel sure that I can do it without blood."
During the operation the patient’s flow
of blood was slowed to the point of just
moving by means of a cooling machine, and
everything went according to plan. Within
two hours the patient was back in his ward
and well enough to speak to his wife. Not
more than half a cup of blood was lost in
the operation.

♦ In Australia a witness of Jehovah, a
young man of twenty-six years of age, was
found to have tuberculosis of the left kidney.
Medicines failed to improve that kidney's
condition. Doctors decided that an operation
would be needed to remove the diseased
kidney. W hen the Witness made known his
view about not taking blood transfusions, the
doctor nonetheless indicated he would be
willing to perform the operation. However,
the doctor began to visit the Witness nearly
every day in an endeavor to persuade him
to change his mind and to accept blood. The
W itness stood firm, pointing out the divine
law, such as Acts 15:29, “Keep yourselves
free from . . . blood."
On his daily visits, the doctor bombarded
the W itness with such questions as: “There
is a 99-percent chance that you will not need
a transfusion, but you could be that 1 percent.
Would you still say n o ? " and, “Have you
changed your mind y e t? " Finally the doctor
said one day: “You are placing a big responsi
bility on me. I can refuse to operate on you."
W hen the Witness offered to sign a statement
relieving the doctor of all responsibility for
the patient's refusal to take blood, the doctor
stormed out of the ward. The day before the
operation was scheduled to take place the
doctor refused to operate unless the patient
would agree to taking a blood transfusion.

Jehovah's hand is not short. He can protect,
deliver and sustain those who love him. “L o o k !"
said Isaiah, “The hand of Jehovah has not
become too short that it cannot save, nor has
his ear become too heavy that it cannot hear."
(Isa. 59:1) Just think of what occurred when
wicked King Herod jailed Peter nineteen cen
turies ago. W h at a thrilling release the apostle
experienced! Acts 12:6-11 vividly recounts the
event, saying in part: “But, look! Jehovah's
angel stood by, and a light shone in the prison
cell. Striking Peter on the side, he roused him,
saying: 'Rise quickly!’ And his chains fell off
his hands." The amazed apostle heeded instruc
tions received and followed his angelic visitor.
The account continues: “ Going through the

• To what extent does Jehovah actually pro
tect his servants on earth today? When one
narrowly escapes death in an accident, or is
delivered from persecutors, is it right to say
that Jehovah preserved one, though other
faithful Christians may not have been so de
livered?— M. B., United States.
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first sentinel guard and the second they got
to the iron gate leading into the city, and this
opened to them of its own accord. And after
they went out they advanced down one street,
and immediately the angel departed from him.
And Peter, coming to himself, said: ‘Now I
actually know that Jehovah sent his angel
forth and delivered me out of Herod's hand and
from all that the people of the Jews were ex
pecting.' " There was no question about it. Je
hovah, by means of his angel, had effected
Peter's release from prison.
W hat, then, are we to conclude? Surely, that
Jehovah can provide deliverance and he can
also spare one if that is his will. Thus the
words of James 4 :15 are noteworthy: “You
ought to say: ‘I f Jehovah wills, we shall live
and also do this or t h a t.'" W hile Jehovah can
certainly provide protection and deliverance,
he m ay permit certain things to occur. For
example, while Peter experienced a marvelous
deliverance from prison, just a little earlier
Herod “did away with James the brother of
John by the sword." (Acts 12:2) W ell, was
James less worthy of deliverance than Peter?
The Scriptures do not infer this. Actually, in
that case, as in others, matters worked out
as Jehovah willed or allowed.
In view of the foregoing, is it proper to ask
Jehovah's protection over our loved ones now
if we and they are Christians? Yes. As Chris
tians we can make all matters in life suitable
subjects of prayer. Let us illustrate. Daily we
give thanks to Jehovah for the food that is
served upon the table, although we know that
we have had to work in order to get that food.
Nevertheless, in the provision of such food
there is an element that man cannot supply.
This only Alm ighty God Jehovah can supply.
Fittingly, then, we give thanks to him for pro
viding the food which we have asked him to
supply in harmony with the model prayer of
Matthew 6:9-13. W e acknowledge God’s hand in
the provision of the food, above and beyond
what we can do to get it. It should be the
same with protection.
W e m ay properly pray to Jehovah regarding
protection and related matters. Yet we should
not assume that God is obligated to work
miracles in our behalf. W e should exercise
good judgment respecting the preservation of
our health, for example, and should take suit
able measures to assure our safety. Such is
required even though unseen angels minister
to God's servants in our day. (Heb. 1 :1 4 ; Ps.
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34:7) Do not think that they are hovering at
our side each moment so as to intervene mirac
ulously if we do something foolish or if we are
careless and thus place ourselves in a position
wherein we m ay suffer some accident or dis
aster.
As with food provided by God, for which we
thank him, so also with protection, there is a
point beyond which we cannot go, in spite of
all we do to protect ourselves. Therefore, after
a journey or after a perilous experience, we
can properly give thanks to Jehovah God that
he has protected us. Certainly the whole result
of survival and salvation is not to be attributed
solely to what we ourselves or others do per
sonally to bring about safe results. It may not
truly be possible for one person to determine
specifically whether another experienced pro
tection from Jehovah on an occasion or not.
Yet if an individual personally has reason to
believe that his life has been spared or he has
experienced protection from God he should
humbly thank Jehovah fo r this in prayer. In
fact, it is always good to give God credit.
Paul said: “In connection with everything give
thanks." W hy, we can properly thank Jehovah
for our surviving even a night of bodily rest.
— 1 Thess. 5:18.
But what if another Christian may not have
been delivered during some crisis or m ay not
have escaped death in an accident or at the
hands of persecutors? Some are not spared,
but that does not prove that they were unfaith
ful. Think of James, who was put to death by
Herod, while Peter was spared and escaped
from prison with angelic help. James did not
die on account of any unfaithfulness. In fact,
by his martyr’s death he proved his integrity.
W hy, it pleased God to permit his only-begotten
Son to suffer an ignominious death. By it Christ
proved his integrity and furnished the fore
most example of faithfulness unto death.
Moreover, Jesus declared concerning those
who would be his disciples: “I f anyone wants
to come after me, let him disown himself and
pick up his torture stake and continually fol
low m e." (Matt. 16:24) Jesus did not say that
God would protect his followers from picking
up their torture stake, but he did say: “W ho
ever wants to save his soul will lose it; but
whoever loses his soul for my sake will find it.”
(Matt. 16:25) So, if our fellow Christians die
at the hands of their violent persecutors, let
us not view this as a case of unfaithfulness on
their part or of partiality on Jehovah's part.
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Such death in faithfulness assures one of a
resurrection and the opportunity to gain ever
lasting life in the new order of God’s promise.
— Rev. 2 :1 0 ; 2 Pet. 3:13.
In connection with accidents that m ay bring
death to fellow Christians, remember that
“ time and unforeseen occurrence” befall all
men. (Eccl. 9:11) Since that is so, the death of
one o f God’s servants is not indicative of that
person’s unfaithfulness. Furthermore, Jehovah
does not guarantee anyone continued life in
this system of things. His reward to faith
ful integrity-keepers is everlasting life in the
new system. (Rom. 6:23) The fulfillment of
that promised reward will be realized by the
faithful Christian even if some unfortunate
accident or disaster results in his death now.
Resurrection to life under God’s kingdom will
be his lot. (John 5:28, 29) So, regardless of
what Jehovah m ay permit, we see that he is
not partial; he rewards the faithful. Indeed,
“ there is no partiality with God.”— Rom. 2:11.
There is something more to consider. W e are
living in trying times and during these dark
days we as Christians are helped mightily by
Jehovah. W hy, certainly we have cause for
gratitude. It is only by His undeserved kindness
that we even know H im and are privileged to
do His will. Jehovah blesses our ministry. He
hears and answers our prayers. (1 John 5:14,
15) His bounties are great indeed. Think of
Jehovah’s many provisions, his blessings and
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the way in which he aids us in performing our
ministry. Yes, God m ay permit us to be tested,
to suffer, or even to die. But, regardless of what
Jehovah allows, if we are faithful we have his
love and very much for which to be thankful!
— Rom. 8:38, 39.
One thing is certain. A s Jehovah’s dedicated
servants we are not entirely at the mercy of
Satan. W hy, if we were, we would not be here
today as Jehovah’s witnesses. W e are on earth
as God’s protected servants, even as Job him
self was protected. Jehovah did not permit the
Devil to go to the limit in his case. (Job 2:4-7)
In fact, with Gog of M agog’s attack coming on
in the near future, there would be no survival
of the spiritual remnant nor of their hundreds
of thousands of companions if it were not for
the protection of Jehovah God. Yet in his W ord
Jehovah has definitely advised that he will pro
tect and preserve his spiritual remnant and
their companions clear through the battle of
Armageddon. A fter “the war of the great day
of God the Alm ighty” is over, those of that
remnant and their companions will thank Jeho
vah for this deliverance. (Rev. 16:14, 16) For
a fact, in their case the words of Psalm 37:34
will prove true: “Hope in Jehovah and keep his
way, and he will exalt you to take possession
of the earth. W hen the wicked ones are cut off,
you will see it.” That deliverance will be the
result of God’s protection and will be a definite
vindication of Jehovah’s holy name.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FIELD MINISTRY

Jehovah’s witnesses not only understand and
accept the Biblical teaching of the general
priesthood, but they apply the principle, putting
it into practice as they all share in preaching
God’s W ord to others. During February they
will do this by offering a year’s subscription
for the W atchtower magazine on a contribution
of $1. Three Bible-study booklets will be given
to each new subscriber.
“ WATCHTOWER” STUDIES FOR THE WEEKS

March 15: Messengers of Liberation. Page 72.
March 22: The Comely Feet of the Messengers.
Page 79.

