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T H E PU RPO SE O F “T H E W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal towers in Bible times were elevated vantage points from which
watchmen could observe happenings, warn o f danger, or announce good
news. O u r magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, for it is
founded on the very pinnacle o f wisdom, G od ’s W o r d . T hat elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc
es as the light on G o d ’s purposes and works increases. — Habakkuk 2 :1 - 3 .
It sees things Scripturally. W h e n it observes this generation afflicted
with greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, w ar, famine, pestilence, perplex
ity and fear, and persecution o f unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign o f the world’s time o f the end. But with bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals o f a new w orld.
Thus viewed, “ The W atch tow er” stands as a watchman atop a tow er,
alert to what is going on, awake to note signs o f danger, faithful to point out
the w a y o f escape, ft announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by Christ’s
enthronement in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs with spiritual food,
cheers men o f good w ill with glorious prospects o f eternal life in a paradise
earth, comforts us with the resurrection promise for the dead.
It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on G o d ’s W o r d . It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for yourself h ow
w ell the tw o match, how accurately Jehovah interprets his ow n prophecy.
In the interests o f our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and views religious news generally.
‘Be watchful in these perilous times,* G od admonishes. So keep on the
w atch by regularly reading “ The W atch tow er” .
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CONTENDING ACCORDING TO THE RULES?
O ATTAIN everlasting life in God’s
new world the Christian must follow
rules, the rules set forth in God’s holy
Word, the Bible. These rules are that a
Christian must show works along with his
faith by being an active proclaimer of the
good news of God’s kingdom. If one is not
able and willing to teach others this good
news he is not abiding by the rules. Thus
Christ’s apostle emphasizes: “ The things
you heard from me with the support of
many witnesses, these things commit to
faithful men who in turn will be adequately
qualified to teach others.. . . if anyone con
tends even in the games, he is not crowned
unless he has contended according to the
rules.”—2 Tim. 2:2, 5,
One cannot be crowned, then, with the
prize of everlasting life unless he follows
the rules by being a teacher of the good
news. Are the great masses of Christen
dom’s churchgoers contending for the
Christian faith according to the rules? The
clergy and the churchgoers themselves
are doubtful that they are! Said a Luther
an clergyman, as reported in the Chicago
Daily News of October 26, 1953: “ As the
World Council of Churches meeting in
Evanston approaches, American Chris
tians should be praying for grace to see
themselves as others see them.” “ Chris
tians elsewhere,” he said, are disturbed by
“ our shallow churchmanship,” and “ they
ask whether our members are truly ground
ed in the Christian faith.”

Since churchgoers elsewhere are, in sub
stance, asking whether American “ Chris
tians” are following the rules, would it not
be well to ask it of all of Christendom’s
so-called “ Christians” ? So, then, are they
living up to this fundamental rule laid
down by the Master himself?— “ This good
news of the kingdom will be preached in
all the inhabited earth for the purpose of
a witness to all the nations.”— Matt. 24:14,
NW.
Do we see individual churchgoers vigor
ously declaring the good news of God’s king
dom and teaching others? Why, they seem
afraid to bear witness of their faith to
others! They are only hearers of the Word,
poor hearers at that; for the clergy must
entice them into pew-sitting by turning
churches into social clubs, where dining,
dancing and gambling serve as the draw
ing power, not God’s Word. Indeed, a close
look at the so-called “ Christians” reveals
that they are sluggish in all Christendom.
How apparent it is that Christendom’s
“ Christians” are not living up to a basic
rule laid down by Christ and, therefore,
are not “truly grounded in the Christian
faith” !
Who, then, contend for the Christian
faith according to the rules, by teaching
pure Scriptural doctrine, by preaching
earth-wide the good news of God’s king
dom? For the answer read the following
articles concerning the world-wide activity
of Jehovah’s witnesses.

T
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:y i^nan iaiK or tue
o f Jehovali’s Kingd o
Im
“ To make known to the sons of men his mighty
acts, and the glory of the majesty of his
—Ps. lJf5:12,
EHOVAH’S witnesses are the most ex
pressive creatures on the earth. Having
gained knowledge of their Creator, Jeho
vah God, and of his Son, Christ Jesus, they
cannot refrain from expressing themselves;
that makes them talkers. The right kind of
talkers, too— not gossipers— because they
talk the truth as expressed in God’s Word.
Really, they have something to talk about,
the most wonderful news of good things to
come that you have ever heard. It is very
evident that they know their God, Jeho
vah. They know of his majesty, glory, pow
er, wisdom, love, righteousness and the sov
ereignty of their Creator. They will show
you that Jehovah God is the greatest one
in all the universe, and that by studying
Jehovah’s Word one can find out what he
has done, is doing and will do as that Sov
ereign Ruler. When anyone comes to appre
ciate what Jehovah’s name means, what
his mighty acts are, what he purposes to do,
that one will not refrain from talking about
Jehovah and the glory of his kingdom.
2Do you appreciate that he has done
much in the past for you to talk about,
that he is accomplishing great things now
that must be mentioned to others not in
formed, and do you understand what he is
going to do in the future, and that this you
must declare? Has he revealed himself to
you through his Word? If so, and if you
are acquainted with his Word, then you

J

1. What is it that has made Jehovah’s witnesses talkers,
and the right kind of talkers?
2. Why is it that they must be such talkers?

must tell others what you know. You have
come to know how to gain eternal life.
With life you are able to do things your
self and to express yourself. If death is
your goal, you have no incentive to make
expression. “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth
to do, do it with thy might; for there is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis
dom, in She'ol [the common grave], whith
er thou goest.” (Eccl. 9:10, AS) But Jeho
vah’s people are expressive people because
they believe and want to live. Christ Jesus
said: “ He that hears my word and be
lieves him [Jehovah] that sent me has
everlasting life, and . . . has passed over
from death to life.” (John 5:24, iVW) Thus
you will want to talk about the things you
learn from God’s Word because you want
to live in Jehovah’s kingdom.
3 Psalm 145:11 says: “ They shall speak
of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of
thy power.” Reflect for a minute: think of
some of the wonderful things that Jehovah
has done concerning his kingdom. Read
Revelation chapter 12 and see there de
scribed Christ Jesus receiving to himself
his authority and reigning in the heavens
and casting the Devil down out of the heav
ens to the earth. “ And war broke out in
heaven: Michael and his angels battled
with the dragon, and the dragon and its
angels battled but it did not prevail, nei3, 4. (a) According to Psalm 145:11 and in view of the
war in heaven, of what do they have reason to speak
and talk? (b) Whose command and whose example do
they follow in thus doing?
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ther was a place found for them any longer
in heaven. So down the great dragon was
hurled, the original serpent, the one called
Devil and Satan, who is misleading the
entire inhabited earth; he was hurled down
to the earth, and his angels were hurled
down with him. And I heard a loud voice
in heaven say: ‘Now have come to pass the
salvation and the power and the kingdom
of our God and the authority of his Christ,
because the accuser of our brothers has
been hurled down, who accuses them day
and night before our God! And they con
quered him because of the blood of the
Lamb and because of the word of their
witnessing, and they did not love their
souls even despite the danger of death.’ ”
—Rev. 12:7-11,
NW.
“ In view of this you can speak of the
power and glory of Jehovah God as ex
pressed through his Son to cleanse the
heavens of all unrighteousness and to pre
pare things for the glorious new world of
righteousness now near. That battle in
heaven was fought and won; the next and
final one, the battle of Armageddon, is still
to be fought for complete vindication of
Jehovah’s name and Word. Do you want to
survive it? Then start now studying and
talking about the glories of Jehovah’s
kingdom. Those who have come to know
Jehovah God and his Son and of the new
global nation are happy and want to follow
Christ’s command to preach. Jesus said:
“And this good news of the kingdom will
be preached in all the inhabited earth for
the purpose of a witness to all the nations,
and then the accomplished end will come.”
(Matt. 24:14, NW) Nineteen hundred
years ago this special Kingdom mes
sage was given a powerful impetus in the
ministry of Jehovah’s Son Christ Jesus.
His followers preached the Kingdom too
and organized the faithful slaves of Christ
into one congregation. They were all called
to one calling, a heavenly calling, “ the
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kingdom of heaven,” to be the bride of
Christ, his body. (Col. 1:18,
James
said: “ God chose the ones who are poor
respecting the world to be rich in faith and
heirs of the kingdom which he promised
to those who love him, did he not?” (Jas.
2:5, NW) Those rich in faith talked to oth
ers about the Kingdom and believed that
Christ did go away to prepare a place for
them so that they could be with him in
heavenly glory. That place is now estab
lished in the heavenly Zion:
5 “And I saw, and look! the Lamb stand
ing upon the mount Zion, and with him a
hundred and forty-four thousand having
his name and the name of his Father writ
ten on their foreheads. And I heard a
sound out of heaven as the sound of many
waters and as the sound of loud thunder;
and the sound that I heard was as of sing
ers who accompany themselves on the harp
playing on their harps. And they are sing
ing as if a new song before the throne and
before the four living creatures and the
persons of advanced age; and no one was
able to master that song but the hundred
and forty-four thousand, who have been
purchased from the earth.”—Rev. 14:1-3,
NW.
6The glorious kingdom of heaven will
accomplish Jehovah’s purpose with Christ
Jesus again taking the lead soon in the
battle of Armageddon against the Devil,
who still is the god of this world and its
disunited nations. We read: “ And in the
days of those kings shall the God of
heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed, nor shall the sov
ereignty thereof be left to another people;
but it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever.” (Dan. 2:44, AS) When that happens,
5. What vision in Revelation shows them enjoying the
promised place prepared for them?
6. What does Daniel 2:44 show to be Jehovah’s purpose
concerning the Kingdom, and who else must now show
faith in it, singing His praises?
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in our generation, the other sheep now be
ing gathered into Jehovah’s New World so
ciety will have the opportunity to sing Je
hovah’s praises for eternity. But they must
show faith now in Jehovah their God and
in his now permanently-established gov
ernment.— Isa. 9:6, 7, AS.
7The kingdom of heaven is now govern
ing the New World society, which includes
the other sheep of Christ Jesus whom he is
now gathering together so as to have the
opportunity of living for eternity in happi
ness, in peace and in prosperity in the new
world of righteousness. Have you become
one of these other sheep by dedicating your
life to Jehovah’s worship or service? If so,
remember God’s words, “ I Jehovah your
God am a God exacting exclusive devotion,
. . . You must not take up the name of Je
hovah your God in a worthless way, for
Jehovah will not leave the one unpunished
who takes up his name in a worthless way.”
—Ex. 20:5, 7,
NW.
SELFISHNESS IMPRACTICAL

8While the 145th Psalm is one of praise
and adulation and expresses many things
about the glory of Jehovah God and his
kingdom, it is not just a dreamy expres
sion. It is not the imagination of an in
dividual who is sitting back and just think
ing how wonderful such things might be
if they were that way. What the psalmist
writes are real, down-to-earth expressions
of things that are now happening and
things that will happen. He is speaking of
the glory of Jehovah’s established king
dom. It is real, it is living, it is a going
concern. It is something to work with and
for, not against.
9Is such a kingdom possible? Do you
7. What society is that Kingdom now governing, and
what divine words must the other sheep members of it
remember ?
8. Why is Psalm 145 today not just a dreamy expres
sion?
9. In the light of this what pointed questions about the
Kingdom must we face, and what do worldly men insist
is necessary for the progress of this old world?

Brooklyn, N . Y .

believe it is? When you meditate upon
Jehovah’s Word does that Word live to
you? Does it convince you that Jehovah’s
kingdom is a reality, that the Kingdom is
here, that it is in operation, that it is rul
ing Jehovah’s servants today? Can you
observe the physical facts alongside the
Bible prophecies? Are the Kingdom work
and its way of operation practical, or do
you think that this old world’s system is
more practical? When one speaks to men
of this old dying world who are supporting
it and trying to hold it together, he soon
sees that their theory is that there must be
selfishness between nations to survive,
there must be selfishness among men to
make progress, to advance civilization.
Just take a look at the selfishness of this
world. Is it practical?
10 Selfishness has resulted in the condi
tion foretold in these words: “ But know
this, that in the last days critical times
hard to deal with will be here. For men will
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
self-assuming, haughty, blasphemers, dis
obedient to parents, without gratitude,
with no loving-kindness, having no natural
affection, not open to any agreement, slan
derers, without self-control, fierce, with
out love of goodness, betrayers, head
strong, puffed up with self-esteem, lovers
of pleasures rather than lovers of God, hav
ing a form of godly devotion but proving
false to its power; and from these turn
away.” (2 Tim. 3:1-5,
Now ask your
self, Has the selfishness of the world made
it better? Has it progressed and has its
selfishness made it a peaceful, happier
world? No, you answer. So selfishness is
not practical.
11 What does it need? It is not selfish
ness, but love as expressed by Jehovah in
10. What fulfillment of prophecy shows whether selfish
ness has made this world better or not?
11, 12. What do the people of this world need, and so
between what two big things must we express our
choice?
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the new and glorious kingdom of God. That
14 Then there is politics with its different
righteous government, now already func parties, its different forms and ideas of
tioning, is based on love, for God is love. government, all of which claim to be “ un
Jehovah God shows that that is the prin selfish.” But are they? Finally, there is
ciple on which he works; and that is the commerce, marked by its competitive, self
principle every one of us has to work on ish way of handling deals and building up
if we are going to be in that new world of powerful organizations to get all the wealth
righteousness. Love is the foundation of of one kind, like oil or iron, into the hands
it all.
of a few, so that its owners can control
12So we might as well begin learning to the world.
15 Now what has all that selfishness
love now: love Jehovah God, the Sover
eign Ruler; love his Son, love his other brought? To humans everywhere, hatred,
creatures and do things for them. One of wars, death.
16 In Psalm 145, David, a man after
the best ways to show your love to people
now is to talk to them of the glory of Jeho God’s own heart, was talking about the
vah’s kingdom. It is a real government, a glory of Jehovah’s kingdom. There is no
growing organization that hundreds of glory in the kingdoms of this old world.
thousands of persons already recognize. It Now we know of Jehovah’s kingdom as
has been and is constantly bringing bless revealed through his Word, and it is a gov
ing and happiness to millions of persons ernment based on love, righteousness,
since its birth in 1914, and will bring life peace and justice. Which do you want?
and happiness and peace to yet more mil Which will you serve? We have just looked
lions in the future. Love will make the new at the old world. How do we see the new
world a marvelous place in which to live! world? We see it represented in the people
You have seen what selfishness has done to whom Jehovah God has gathered together
this old world. So you make your choice: today and built into an organization, a
New World society. Yes, they are still liv
God’s kingdom or the Devil’s world.
13
What a divided world you have! Youing on this globe that they know is, since
see languages spoken by different groups 1914, his eminent domain, but they have
of people in all parts of the earth, making come out of that old world. They have all
it impossible for them to communicate the infirmities and sicknesses of the com
mon man, but not the unhappiness and
with other groups of people. Nations just
selfishness of this old world. By Jehovah’s
do not understand one another. Language
undeserved kindness, he has, in these “ last
has been a dividing factor. Nations have days,” gathered together those who are
set up their own boundaries and fought seeking him, seeking righteousness, meek
over those boundaries, because they are ness, happiness, contentment, and he has
selfish: ‘Stop! do not cross this line; this brought them into the New World society.
is mine!’ But this selfishness has not The 145th Psalm shows how Jehovah God
brought about any unity, peace or happi will reach out to help those who have fall
ness in this divided world today. This is en and who want to get up, and to help
true also of religion. Whether pagan or so- those who have been forced to bow down.
called “ Christian,” it is one of the greatest 14, 15. Have politics and commerce proved themselves
unselfish, and in what have all forms of selfishness re
forces to separate people.
sulted to humans everywhere?
13. What things have resulted in dividing this old
world ?

16. By whom is God’s kingdom represented on earth to
day, and how does Psalm 145 mark a contrast between
the Kingdom and the Devil’s world?
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18
Are we going to be expressionless
He offers them his hand; he says he will
feed them. There is a great contrast in prin when we know these things? How can we
ciple governing these two organizations, be when it is a natural thing for us to talk
Jehovah’s and the Devil’s. The Devil’s is a about someone who loves us and whom we
wicked, selfish world, oppressing people. love, and whom we want to bless? “ To
Jehovah’s is the glorious kingdom based on bless” means to bestow favor or honor up
love and sinlessness, for he arranged to on, or to speak well of a person. Psalm
take away the sin of the world by the blood 103 (AS) shows how those who have come
to know Jehovah God want to do this. Its
of his Lamb, Christ Jesus.
17
Psalm 145:14-16 shows how Jehovahfirst five verses express their gratitude:
helps the poor and lowly of heart, for he “Bless Jehovah, O my soul; and all that
‘satisfies the desire of every living thing.’ is within me, bless his holy name. Bless
Well, certainly those who have come to Jehovah, O my soul, and forget not all his
know Jehovah and have studied his Word benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniqui
have been satisfied with truth and their ties; who healeth all thy diseases; who represent happiness in life. But let us go be deemeth thy life from destruction; who
yond just his people and look into the earth crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
itself, even to the animal kingdom. He sat tender mercies; who satisfieth thy desire
isfies even all their desires. The birds that with good things, so that thy youth is re
fly above the earth fully enjoy their life newed like the eagle.”
19
Do you ble
span though it is short.
and
his
holy
name?
You
He satisfies their needs by
ought to, because you have
the food, by the nests, by
seen
all of his benefits, or
the trees and by the open
can
see
them if you look.
sky in which to fly. Look
He has healed you and
in any department of crea
helped you into the path
tion— the animal life that
of the living, or will heal
crawls upon the earth or
you if you seek him and
the fish that are in the sea
the truth. He has provided
—he satisfies all their
the truth for all to follow
needs. Well, if he looks
and to benefit by it. He
after them so thoroughly,
will show all the way to
certainly he will look after
gain eternal life if they
you, if you come within
want to know. He has re
his organization. What a
deemed you from destruc
marvelous provision he
tion in this old world be
has made for everything
cause you have come into
that he has created in the
heavens and on earth! “ Observe intently his New World society. If you have not
the birds of heaven, because they do not come you can do so, or at least can investi
sow seed or reap or gather into storehous gate. He has crowned you with lovinges; still your heavenly Father feeds them. 18. So why are we unable to be expressionless, and to
Are you not worth more than they are?” what expression toward Jehovah does Psalm 103:1-5
give way?
— Matt. 6:26, NW.
19. Why, then, ought we also to bless Jehovah and his
17. Whose need and desire does Jehovah satisfy?

holy name? And what keeps us active as His represent
atives ?
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kindness and he has shown you his tender (Isa. 40:31, AS) We have something to
mercies by making his Word accessible. keep us so busy. We have no time to get
If you study the Bible, he will satisfy every old and retire from serving the prospering
desire. Then you can say: ‘I have
pm, which soon will clean out this old
I know Jehovah. I appre
world with Gog of Magog
ciate that I can work for
and destroy it all. Then
him and that I can gain
e people of good will
life by continually takin;
•e to enjoy continual
in k n ow led ge of hi:
youth under the new and
And what does that do to
glorious system of things
us? It keeps us young;'it
longed for through all
earth’s ages by men of
keeps us alive; it keeps us-g
active in his New World
inghteousness, and each
society, as representa
of them will see it con
tinually expanding and
tives of him. “We are
flourishing in the new
therefore am bassadors
world.
substituting for Christ,
as though God were making entreaty
IN ITS FORTIETH YEAR
through us. As substitutes for Christ we
beg: ‘Become reconciled to God.’ ”— 2 Cor.
21 Since 1914 we have been living under
5:20, NW.
the rule of this kingdom. Today we live in
20
Anyone who has come into the truththe fortieth year of its irresistible reign.
and has dedicated himself to Jehovah God What does that year mean to us? We can
has experienced this loving-kindness and not say. It will be much better for us to
tender mercy, and that gives him real faith wait until this fortieth year is completely
and enables him to live an active Christian past and then look back to see whether
life and not be a hypocrite. Regardless of that fortieth year of the Kingdom had
age, whether his years be many or few, it some special significance. Regardless of
seems that a Christian shows only his whether there is or is not anything special
youth, because no one will become old in in this fortieth year of Jehovah’s glorious
the Kingdom, and the Kingdom is now rule as King (Rev. 11:16, 17; 19:6, NW),
here. So now every morning when we rise in which year we are now living, we cer
to talk of the glory of Jehovah’s kingdom tainly feel young, fully satisfied with what
we rise as a man in his youth. David says: has happened thus far. We are content.
“Thy youth is renewed like the eagle.” No Wherever Jehovah’s name-people are they
longer are we in captivity to Babylon, but are still able enthusiastically to praise
are now free. “They go from strength to their God and worship him day and night
strength; every one of them appeareth be and they are fully aware of Jehovah’s in
fore God in Zion.” (Ps. 84:7, AS) “They terest in them.
that wait for Jehovah shall renew their
22 Jehovah’s witnesses, therefore, con
strength; they shall mount up with wings tinually talk of the goodness of Jehovah
as eagles; they shall run, and not be 21. In what year of the established Kingdom do we now
weary; they shall walk, and not faint.” live, and, despite what the year may mean, why are
20. In what way is our youth renewed now, and what
kind of youth will men of good will enjoy in the new
world ?

we content?
22. How has Jehovah’s immeasurable kindness been
shown us, and so how do we express ourselves toward
him?
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God. They advertise his kingdom. They the 510,228 praisers who are now in the
preach the Word and, like their God, New World society. No, its power is not in
they are happy. To them Jehovah con numbers. While the organization is great in
tinues to reveal himself, and they know numbers, the power, the backing, the sup
Jehovah and they must express them port these numbers get is Jehovah’s holy
selves concerning him. He has shown Jeho spirit. You individually feel that power,
vah’s witnesses immeasurable kindness, that active force, because you have come
and has been forgiving and long-suffering into Jehovah’s organization. His favor is
with them as well as with all mankind. We seen upon his witnesses. They all move for
who know the happy God and his truth have ward in service under Jehovah’s appointed
felt his mercy; we have been endowed with Shepherd-Prince, Christ Jesus.
24
These hundreds of thousands of prais
his tenderness. With David (Ps. 34:1-3,
AS), therefore, we have reason joyously ers doing house-to-house witnessing work
to say: “ I will bless Jehovah at all times: are joyously inviting others every day,
his praise shall continually be in my every night, throughout this whole world,
mouth. My soul shall make her boast in to magnify Jehovah’s name with them. We
Jehovah: the meek shall hear thereof, and are not asking them to magnify Jehovah’s
be glad. Oh magnify Jehovah with me, and name just to get them to be called “ Jeho
vah’s witnesses,” as the religious organiza
let us exalt his name together.”
23
Do you feel and talk that way? Do youtions do to get members throughout this
want to bless Jehovah at all times, and earth. No, it is because we want talking
continually praise him with your mouth? ministers who will promote true worship
If you do, what happens? Psalm 34 shows of Almighty God and who will want to
that when you praise Jehovah with your magnify Jehovah and exalt his name, not
mouth others who are meek will hear hide it. We want all persons of good will
your praise. One who has come to Jehovah to appreciate the glory of Jehovah’s king
and keeps on devoting his life in service dom and to get from it all the blessings in
will talk regularly, and the meek will store for them, and to allow the glory of
hear his talk; and then they are going to Jehovah’s kingdom to be reflected through
be invited to magnify Jehovah with him, them in the true worship they give to Jeho
and to exalt his name together. And then vah God. We want to see them “ bless Jeho
the meek will respond to the invitation: vah at all times” and bear witness to the
“ Let us exalt his name together.” Now, are world of the glory of Jehovah’s kingdom.
you going to do this praising and exalting That glory we could see at Yankee Stadium
of Jehovah God in this fortieth year of his July 19-26, 1953, during the New World
established kingdom? The New World so Society Assembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
ciety is globally organized to do just that With people present there from all nations,
“ in all the inhabited earth for the purpose kindreds, tongues and families of the
of a witness to all the nations.” (Matt. earth, having one mind and spirit, one love
24:14, NW) As a society for such witness for Jehovah God, you could see it. It was
bearing each of such associated preachers a glorious feast. If you were there you en
will talk “from house to house.” There is joyed it and talked of the Kingdom to oth
no question about it. The power of that or ers and, by Jehovah’s undeserved kindness,
ganization we now see, but not because of you will continue to do so.
23. (a) Who is it that hear such blessing of Jehovah on
earth, and to what invitation do they respond? (b) In
what does the power of the New World society lie?

24. Why do we Invite others to magnify Jehovah’s name
with us, and what recent manifestation of his King
dom glory are we continuing to talk about?
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25 If you were not there, what did others
see in Jehovah’s witnesses as the New
World society? Was it not the peace, quiet
ness, friendliness, love, sincerity and unity
of that group? If it was, why do you not
allow yourself to be gathered by Jehovah’s
Right Shepherd, Christ Jesus, into his New
World society? If your heart is right you
will respond to the invitation: “Magnify
Jehovah with me, and let us exalt his name
together.”— Ps. 34:3,
26 Turn to a few of the thousands of press
reports, comments and editorials, as fol
lows:
27 “This weekend, thousands of them are
swarming into New York City from all
over the world . . . They’re called Jeho
vah’s witnesses, and each . . . a minister in
name as well as in deed. Although most
of them earn their livelihoods by worldly
jobs, they devote the rest of their time to
spiritual business—visiting homes, preach
ing on street corners, passing out litera
ture.”—Dispatch of The Associated Press
widely published July 18 and 19,1953.
28 “Jehovah’s witnesses are ardent be
lievers in the Bible as ‘God’s word of truth.’
. . . Their dynamism strikes admiration,
however. Their devotion points an answer
to the oft-expressed question of whether
religion has failed mankind. Of course it
hasn’t, but mankind seems often to have
failed to find the ideals of true religion.”
— Editorial in Paterson (N. J.) Morning
Call, July 20,1953.
29 “ We are going to miss those Jehovah’s
witnesses when they are gone. . . . Those
folks seem to be the cream of the country
when it comes to politeness, courtesy, and
a few other things that most of us neglect
these days. . . . Those folks are just as
polite when they are back of a steering
25. What was there to be seen in Jehovah’s witnesses
at the assembly to induce one to be gathered into the
New World society?
26-32. What did many of the press reports, comments
and editorials have to say about Jehovah’s witnesses
attending the assembly?

n

wheel as we are when we are in a hotel
lobby, and that is something.”— Dunellen
(N. J.) Weekly Call, July 23, 1953.
30 “The eight-day world assembly of Je
hovah’s witnesses brought to New York
City area nearly 150,000 members of this
durable sect— men, women and their fam
ilies from all over the world who live their
faith vividly.”— Editorial in Vancouver
(Welsh.) The Columbian, July 24,1953.
31 “ We vote that our city’s latchstring be
permanently left out for these earnest peo
ple. . . . We hope, too, that their example
will start a trend among some of the way
ward, middle-aged adolescents who hold
their annual cutups here.”— Editorial in
New York (N. Y.) World-Telegram and
Sun, July 22, 1953.
32 “ In the persons of Jehovah’s witnesses
who passed through this city on their way
home from the world conference in New
York last week . . . were whites and blacks
and apparently American Indians and peo
ples of oriental background, of both yellow
and brown races . . . family groups, quietly
happy in the possession of a religion that
engrosses them and to which they have
dedicated their lives___ Wherever they go
they proudly and joyfully advertise their
cause but in the quiet, orderly fashion to
which they have become disciplined. They
are a splendid people who are growing in
numbers and influence. And wherever they
go they are welcome. By their behavior
they create such goodly opinion that they
are urged to return. And that does not go
for all conventions and gatherings.”—Edi
torial in Allentown (Pa.) The Morning
Call, July 28, 1953.
33 From that you would say that love,
God’s way, worked and brought results,
real happiness and contentment! Do you
want to try it? Do not answer as the
world does. “ No,” says the old world, “ our
33. What was there at work with good results, but
what fails to work in this world, noticeably in its
United Nations?
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idea of life is ‘selfishness means advance
ment.’ ” They think Jehovah’s witnesses
have done a wonderful thing in meeting to
gether peacefully in upward of a hundred
and fifty thousand, but it will not work as
a world-wide setup. Well, look at the Unit
ed Nations. It is a world-wide setup and its
selfishness does not work. Why do not the
clergy and rulers try Jehovah’s kingdom
and God’s way of love?
34Jehovah’s kingdom has been estab
lished and is now in its fortieth year. It is
a working government with Christ Jesus at
the helm. He has returned and he rules as
Jehovah’s appointed King. Are you with
him? There is every reason to believe his
rule has begun. Will you serve Jehovah with
his King? Do you see the glory of Jeho
vah’s kingdom, and will you talk about it?
Will you go forward in the ministry serv
ice now and prove to Jehovah God that you
believe his kingdom is the only hope for
mankind? Psalm 145:18 says that “ Jeho
vah is nigh unto all them that call upon
him, to all that call upon him in truth.”
Why does not the United Nations organi
zation try it and then, of course, listen to
Jehovah? Good advice for the clergy too,
but they will not heed it. Thousands more
individuals will, though.
35 Even though you may be isolated in
34. In the actuality of what rule is there every reason
now to believe, and who will heed Psalm 145:18, and
who not?
35. To whom, then, will Jehovah prove himself near,
and where is it now the time to flee?
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some part of the world or in a small con
gregation of his people, Jehovah will be
near to you if you call upon him in truth.
At no time is he far away. Even when two
or three are gathered together in his name,
there he is in their midst, by his power
and care. Being Jehovah’s witnesses and
having dedicated yourselves to Jehovah
God, you have a hope. You know the King
dom is a reality. You have proof from the
Scriptures that it was established in 1914.
Now you see the gathering of the other
sheep in great numbers, by the thousands;
and you have seen manifested the spirit of
Jehovah God upon the New World society.
Why, then, should you ever doubt? Now is
the time to flee to the mountains with Jeho
vah’s people. Do not try it alone later on.
It will be too hazardous.— Matt. 24:19-21,
NW.
36
Do not waste your time now predict
ing what is going to happen in this fortieth
year of Jehovah’s kingdom. You should
fully appreciate that Jehovah knows what
he will do and what his purpose is in this
year or any other year in the future, and
that he is fully able to accomplish it in his
own due time. For the present, we have
his command to talk of the glory of his
kingdom. For us there is nothing else to
do. It is the most important work in all
the world.
36. What should we not waste time in doing, but, in
stead, what is the most important work for us to do
now?

Ponder over these things, be absorbed in them, that your advancement may be
manifest to all persons. Pay constant attention to yourself and to your
teaching. Stay by these things, for by doing this you will save both
yourself and those who listen to you .— 1 Tim. 4:15, 16, NW .

rjL , f A N Y per^ / V X sons have
associated themselves with Jehovah’s wit
nesses and have mixed in with them, and
we believed they were sincere because of
their association and the course of action
they had taken. But some have come that
we do not want. The reason is that they
are selfish. They have no love for God or
for their neighbor. They are still of the
old world and they believe that the oldworld practices can be worked into this
New World society. Jehovah will not allow
it. Jude wrote: “ I found it necessary to
write you to exhort you to put up a hard
fight for the faith that was once for all
time delivered to the holy ones. My reason
is that certain men have slipped in who
have long ago been appointed by the Scrip
tures to the judgment described below, un
godly men, turning the undeserved kind
ness of our God into an excuse for loose con
duct and proving false to our only Owner
and Lord, Jesus Christ.” (Jude 3, 4,
It is this type of person that we must be
careful about. He is a hypocrite! His phi
losophy or his way of thinking has no place
in the New World society. Only those de
voted to blessing Jehovah will gain life.
Jude continues and says: “But you, be
loved ones, by building up yourselves on
your most holy faith, and praying with
holy spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love,
while you are waiting for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ with everlasting life in
view.” (Jude 20, 21,
Those taking
the right course will be blessed. Those who
oppose and are unclean will lose every

thing, even life.
2 In this connec
tion it is written: “Men shall speak of
the might of thy terrible acts; and I
will declare thy greatness.” (Ps. 145:6,
AS) As one of Jehovah’s terrible acts,
take, for example, the destruction of
the city of Jericho. What a mighty and
terrible act! Jehovah God had promised to
lead his people into the land of milk and
honey and he did so and assured them that
he would win their battles for them. So
he told them how Jericho would be de
stroyed. You can read the account in the
the Bible, at Joshua 6:1-26 (NW). Jeho
vah God was watching every move of his
people and they did as Jehovah commanded.
They did their part; Jehovah did his. The
walls fell. You well say it was a miracle.
After the walls fell Jehovah was still in
terested in his chosen people. He wanted
them to remain clean and obedient.
3
But now the selfish Achan came to
view. (Josh. 7:1-26, NW) The whole na
tion of Israel must have trembled after
Achan was exposed, for this searching out
of the selfish one showed the mightiness
and alertness of Jehovah God. Achan
turned thief. To the Israelites he looked
clean outside; but he was not, because he
was dirty inside. His philosophy for sur
vival was selfishness, not love, not worship
of Jehovah God, not following His com
mands. No, he thought he knew better
than to carry out Jehovah’s organization
instructions. Joshua, the one chosen to lead
Jehovah’s people, was speaking for Jeho2, 3. As one of Jehovah’s acts to speak about, how may
what he did at Jericho be spoken of, and through what
course of action did an undesirable Israelite come to
view?

1. As foretold by Jude, who have come into the con
gregation that we do not want there, and what will
their end be?
13
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vah God when Joshua told the people how
to march, when and where and what to do.
But Achan was not marching for the love
of it. No, he was interested in what he
could get out of it. Covetousness impelled
his heart.
4Because Achan was unclean, a filthy
thing in Israel, Jehovah’s chosen people,
what followed? “ Joshua, and all Israel
with him, now took Achan the son of Zerah
and the silver and the garment and the bar
of gold and his sons and his daughters and
his ox and his ass and his flock and his
tent and everything that was his and they
brought them up to the valley of Achor.
Then Joshua said: ‘Why have you brought
trouble upon us? Jehovah will bring trou
ble upon you on this day.’ With that all Is
rael went pelting him to death with stones,
after which they burned them with fire.
Thus they stoned them with stones.”
— Josh. 7:24, 25, NW.
5The people must have marveled at the
way Jehovah ferreted Achan out, by tribe,
by family, by household, down to the man
himself and his own tent, and there they
found the garment and the gold, the things
that he had stolen out of the city of Jeri
cho. Yes, Jehovah God was watching his
organization. He watched them march
round Jericho, he watched the walls fall,
he watched his people go into the city to
take out the things that they should bring
to Jehovah. He saw Achan the selfish one
with no love for God or his brothers. Re
member, you too are now living under the
eyes and the powerful hand of the same liv
ing God, Jehovah, not sightless, lifeless
gods of stone, wood or metal!
6There may be some whose ideas of liv
ing are based on selfishness and who will
not clean up inside, will not change their
thinking. Some of these get into Jehovah’s
4, 5. How was Achan disposed of? and the method of
detecting him disclosed what concerning Jehovah?
6. To avoid an end such as Achan’s, what warning and
sound counsel may every lover of Jehovah’s organiza
tion now willingly heed?
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organization. Do not be one of them, for
Jehovah sees what is going on. He can
reach right in there and throw you out so
quickly that you will need time to discover
just what has so suddenly and swiftly hap
pened to you. But as long as you seriously
and sincerely trust Jehovah and stay alert
ly in his organization and abide by his
Word and obey Jehovah’s commandments,
then his spirit and his blessing will be your
happy portion. But violate his command
ments, and you will not have his favor but
will receive his punishments. Jesus said:
“ If you love me, you will observe my com
mandments.” (John 14:15,
You see
the whole organization of Jehovah God is
based on love, not selfishness and unclean
ness. Sometime maybe one will think that
he can get away with something in Jeho
vah’s organization. If it is not according
to the commandment of God, he will not
get away with it. He will fail, as Achan did.
7
Just recall Anemias. In his case there
is another example of the greatness of Je
hovah God, his mighty acts, and the power
of his holy spirit. Ananias was trying to
live a lie. Because he lied, because he put
on an appearance of doing something won
derful and great but actually was stealing
from Jehovah’s organization he dropped
dead. (Acts 5:1-6, NW) That event warns
us, Never lie to Jehovah. Do not try to
deal selfishly with his righteous organiza
tion. Never bring dishonesty or unclean
ness into the congregation of Jehovah God.
That is selfishness. The happy course of
action that a real Christian takes is this:
“Every day will I bless you, and I will
praise your name forever and ever.” (Ps.
144 [145] :2, CB) That is what all of us
who have come into Jehovah’s New World
society must do. Do not try to mar the
glory of Jehovah’s kingdom and his organi
zation by doing something like Achan or
7. Why does the death of Ananias serve as further
warning to us, and how should true members of the
New World society avoid that kind of death?

January 1,1954

SEeWATCHTOWEFL

Ananias. Jehovah’s New World society is
part of God’s holy organization. Recognize
it, get into it now and serve with it right
through his battle at Armageddon, on into
his righteous new world without end,
where all will love. Jehovah and love their
surviving neighbors.
8When one dedicates his life to Jehovah
God now it is a matter of a continual,
never-ending service. It is not just doing
a little bit now and then. It is not just an
incidental hobby, or a pastime. But, “ Every
day will I bless you.” Your service to Jeho
vah God is your worship. You must praise
his name, you must speak of his glory, you
must tell others what your God has done.
Bless his name, speak well of his name,
show all the world that you are his servant,
that you can live in happiness with love as
a motive force.
9 Tell it out to the peoples of the world
that Jehovah reigns and his kingdom is
now a glorious, permanent government.
Jesus said we should “ go therefore and
make disciples of people of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the holy spirit, teach
ing them to observe all the things I have
commanded.”— Matt. 28:19, 20, NW.
“ PUBLICLY AND FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE”

10 All of Jehovah’s witnesses, whether
missionaries, pioneers or congregation
publishers, must talk of the glory of Jeho
vah’s kingdom. In Jehovah’s organization
none are silent, but “ in his temple all
say, ‘Glory!’ ” (Ps. 28 [29]:9, CB) Paul
did so, for he reminds us: “ I did not hold
back from telling you any of the things
that were profitable nor from teaching you
publicly and from house to house.”— Acts
20:20,
NW.
8, 9. Dedication of one’s life to Jehovah today includes
what features of worship with respect to him and his
now permanently-set government?
10, 11. (a) Of what, and where, do all of Jehovah’s
witnesses now talk? (b) Why is it urgent for them thus
to talk?

15

11Jesus’ apostles and other faithful fol
lowers never held back anything that they
knew about their Creator or about his Son,
their Leader, who took away the sin of the
world. They could not do so. Where did
they talk? Publicly and from house to
house. Just as that method was so impor
tant for them from the first and, later, in
Paul’s day, so it is our most important
work during this fortieth year of Jeho
vah’s kingdom. You should get out there in
the field, going from house to house, from
home to home, meeting the people in their
homes, talking to them about the glory of
Jehovah’s kingdom. Are you doing that,
especially now that the Kingdom, Jeho
vah’s permanent government, is here? It
is urgent to do so, because the years left
before his final battle at Armageddon can
not be too many.
12 We must show the world that we are
different. We cannot hide our light under
a measuring basket. (Matt. 5:15, NW) We
believe in loving our neighbor, not killing
him with darkness. We want to see him
live. We can help him with the message of
life that Jehovah has given us to talk to
the world. That can best be accomplished
by going from door to door and studying
with the people right in their own homes,
so that they can conveniently ask ques
tions and get a Scriptural answer. Just
like you, they must “ make sure of all
things,” and we want them to believe in
Jehovah’s kingdom. “When you are enter
ing into the house, greet the household;
and if the house is deserving, let the peace
you wish it come upon it; but if it is not
deserving, let the peace from you return
upon you.”— Matt. 10:12, 13,
13We have a wonderful message to take
12. Why and how do true lovers of their neighbors now
prove themselves to be different from the world?
13. (a) While preaching from house to house, how does
the New World society minister constantly try to deter
mine each home's worthiness to be served by him?
(b) Why does he recognize and respect each house
holder’s liberty of choice?

16
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to the world, for all nations, kindreds and
tongues. It is a peaceful message delivered
by peaceful persons. You ministers are of
the New World society; you are represent
ing Jehovah God, the Sovereign Ruler of
the universe. And when you go into a
house let your peace be manifest to that
house. If that house does not want your
peaceful message and your peaceful, friend
ly presence, and it does not want to learn
of the glorious kingdom of Jehovah God,
do not rebuke it; that is, the occupant who
faces you at the door and refuses to hear.
Rather take back your peace. Promptly
and graciously leave if he has no ear to
hear. There is no reason to scold and say,
“ You’re going to die at Armageddon!” and
then abruptly walk away. Each has a right
to choose whom he will serve. You brought
peace, you brought a message of love, of
kindness. You tried to show him the new
world of righteousness. He did not want it.
You take again to yourself your peaceful
message and go on to the next house and
talk to its occupant. Maybe some day the
man in the
first home you
v is it e d and
w ho refu sed
you will have
a change o f
heart. M aybe
the next minis
ter calling will succeed in
leaving in his home the
message of peace. You have
peaceful, good news for those who want it.
It is precious, glorious. You are willing,
yes, glad, eager, to give it to anyone who
wants it. If any do not want it, you are not
offended, you are not disturbed; you are
going to hold it and offer it to someone else.
Do not let the people who prefer and choose
this old world upset you or slow you down.
Instead, happily recall that “ God loved the
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world so much that he gave his onlybegotten Son, in order that everyone exer
cising faith in him might not be destroyed
but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16,
NW) If anyone does not want to accept
the Son, Jehovah is not going to force him
to live. Each may choose to accept that
wonderful gift, exercise faith in Christ, and
enjoy the blessings of the glorious King
dom and its rule over this new world. But if
anyone does not want the redemptive price
to apply to him, he will not be compelled
to accept it. The minister happily goes on
to find and feed the ones who are hungry.
14
Jehovah is not going to have any self
ish, unpeaceful persons in the new world
to disturb its tranquillity. Such will do bet
ter to change now, while there is time, and
get in line for life. Therefore, never neglect
praising the name of the Most High God
between now and the time of Armaged
don. It is something that we are going to
keep on doing and have the opportunity
of doing for eternity—forever and ever.
—Ps. 71:14, 15,
AS.
15 Do not think that just your going from
house to house is the end
of your work of love. Unselfishly, from house to
house, we carry the good
message of the
kingdom of Je
hovah. Som e
hear. But look
at w hat the
a p ostles did.
'Now after some days Paul said to Bar
nabas: ‘Above all things, let us return and
visit the brothers in every one of the cities
in which we published the word of Jehovah
to see how they are.’ ”— Acts 15:36,
14. Who, only, will successfully praise Jehovah from
now on, and for how long?
15, 16. (a) What other good practice of Jesus’ apostles
does the mature house-to-house preacher use today?
(b) How and why does the Society’s headquarters also
follow that practice?
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16 So, after having brought the message
of peace into a home and having told in
that home the glories of Jehovah’s king
dom, we do not want them to forget it. Re
member, you are so much more mature
than those people to whom you have given
their first taste of Jehovah’s truth. You
have the truth settled in your mind; by it
you have been made strong; your faith is
powerful. Paul and Barnabas knew that.
So they went back to their brothers whom
they had given the truth; yes, to every one
of the cities they had visited. They wanted
to strengthen them in the Word of God,
which, as Jesus said, is the truth. We have
to follow that God-given pattern of action,
and we do organizationally at the Watch
Tower Society’s h ead qu arters, because
from there circuit servants and district
servants are sent from congregation to
congregation, so that if we see anything
that is wrong in the congregation or any
thing that is dampening its zeal, anything
that is slowing down its members, the ma
ture visiting servants of Jehovah God can
remove the hindrance and build them up
again in the most holy faith.
17 Servants in the various congregations
should always be looking after the flock of
God and calling back on those who are
weak in faith and teach them how to go
from house to house. Look after those who
are isolated and live in rural territory and
who have shown interest. The congrega
tion servant with his assistants or others
should get out there to look after them
when at all possible. They are other sheep,
they are scattered, they must be brought
together and fed. As it is written of the
early congregation: “ Every day in the
temple and from house to house they con
tinued without letup teaching and declar
ing the good news about the Christ, Jesus.”
—Acts 5:42, NW.
17. How and among whom should congregational serv
ants specially ‘declare and teach'?

17

18 Now that we have come into this for
tieth year of Jehovah’s kingdom, can we
let up? No; rather, recall that over 1900
years ago Jesus was impaled; he was tor
tured, put to death by conspiring religion
ists and politicians. That certainly must
have been a blow to those early followers
of Jesus. It was A.D. 33 when these star
tling things happened. Things looked dark
then for Jesus’ disciples whom he had sent
to preach; but later, from Pentecost on,
they had to continue to go from house to
house without letup. Now today, we who
have, for many years, been preaching the
good news during the very last days of this
system of things, are we going to let up?
Slow down? Go into retirement? We can
not. Today we see the Kingdom more
clearly than we did back there in 1914 or
1918 or 1931 or any previous time. We feel
its power; we see its activity. So, just like
Jesus’ apostles, we have to continue with
out letup declaring and teaching the good
news of this glorious kingdom of Jehovah
God. Great work is yet before us, and the
New World society will do it.
19 Psalm 145, the basis for this article,
is a very “ talkative” one; it is expressive;
it keeps on declaring things. And if you
read that psalm verse by verse you will
find that you are told to extol, praise, laud,
declare, meditate, speak, utter, sing, talk,
and “ make known to the sons of men his
mighty acts, and the glory of the majesty
of his kingdom.” Oh, how the psalmist
wanted us to talk! He was anxious to talk,
he wanted to say things about the glories
that he foresaw away back there, thou
sands of years ago; but now we are right
up here in that glory of Jehovah’s king
dom. We certainly should be talking about
it, ‘making known to the sons of men his
18. Seeing today’s Kingdom realities, how are mature
and maturing house-to-house preachers affected by such
vision ?
19. What several modes of expression does the ancient
writer of Psalm 145 urge Jehovah’s willing earthly
praisers to use?

18
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mighty acts and the glory of the majesty
of Jehovah’s kingdom.’— Ps. 145:12, AS.
20 The responsibility rests on all who are
dedicated to Jehovah God to preach this
good news from house to house and to keep
telling this peaceful message even to the
ends of the earth. Remember, Jehovah’s
kingdom is here. It is the capital or ruling
part of his universal organization. Into
that kingdom have been taken 144,000.
These are joint-heirs with Christ and will
rule and reign with him a thousand years.
They all are humble, obedient, loving crea
tures, who, while on earth, were good min
isters of the Kingdom, speaking of its glo
rious majesty. In addition to these there
are many people who will share blessings
and peace under that kingdom. Today such
are scattered throughout the world. But
they are being gathered together into one
organization. The New World society and
its activity, all under the direction of the
heavenly kingdom born in 1914, we now
see clearly. It is not something mythical;
it is a tangible reality. When Jesus Christ
was on earth he proved himself worthy of
being exalted to the high position of ruler
and the one able to operate the new world
on the principle of love. He knows what
love is and expressed it in his life on earth.
Because he proved his integrity to his Fa
ther in heaven even “ as far as death, yes,
death on a torture stake,” therefore “ God
exalted him to a superior position and
kindly gave him the name that is above
every other name, so that in the name of
Jesus every knee should bend of those in
heaven and those on earth and those under
the ground, and every tongue should open
ly confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the
glory of God the Father.”— Phil. 2:8-11,
NW.
21 Jesus’ faithful followers have testified
20, 21. (a) Who now comprise the earth-wide host of
house-to-house Kingdom proclaimers? (b) Who is lead
ing them, and what is the highest and final effect of
their continuous testifying?

B rooklyn, N. Y.

and will confess, or talk to others to the
effect that Jesus is Lord “ to the glory of
God the Father.” All true worship, even by
the Son, goes to Jehovah, and that is how
God wants it; and all the 144,000 will bring
glory to the Father through the Son, for
they will be the bride of Christ Jesus in
the heavenly kingdom. (Rev. 22:9, NW)
There is still a remnant of this bride class
on earth, according to the 1953 Memorial
report only 19,183. All these must speak
of Jehovah’s glorious kingdom in vindica
tion of Jehovah’s name; and the One who
leads in this vindication is Christ Jesus, for
of him we read that “ the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of
peace there shall be no end, upon the
throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
establish it, and to uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from henceforth
even for ever. The zeal of Jehovah of hosts
will perform this.”— Isa. 9:6, 7, AS.
22 Jehovah, the living God, is backing up
this whole arrangement. It is his will, his
power, his zeal, that makes this whole
thing a tangible reality. Jehovah will
perform this. When we see this glorious
kingdom that he has put into operation,
then certainly we must talk of it. We know
the need of the righteous rule and we as
Christians must tell others about it all the
time, “ all day long.” (Ps. 145:2,
We
must manifest ourselves as God’s people.
“ This good news of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for the
purpose of a witness to all the nations, and
then the accomplished end will come.”
— Matt. 24:14,
NW.
23 So let us talk the right things now.
22, 23. (a) Unfailing support for and permanent suc
cess of the now actually established sole earth-wide
governing power depend upon whom? (b) Who now
advertise this real, abiding government, how often and
until when will they continue to do so and with what
benefit to others and to themselves?
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Talk about this kingdom, Jehovah’s perma these good things, partake with us of the
nent government, and you will gain life. peace and learn of Jehovah’s purposes so
You have come to know of it by oral teach that each “ sheep” too may be his true wor
ing, and you can stay in the way of life. shiper and preacher. We are not trying to
How? “ Let anyone who is being orally get anyone to join anything; but we cer
taught the word share in all good things tainly want to see people get life. We do
with the one who gives such oral teach not want to die, and we do not want others
die;that
we by
want them to live; we want oth
ing.” (Gal. 6:6,
N W )Y ou cantodo
accompanying the oral teacher in preach ers to recognize the Sovereign Ruler of the
ing, by talking, by declaring, by teaching, universe, Jehovah God. So why, then,
by extolling the glory of Jehovah’s king should not we in all of our oral teaching
dom with him. The responsibility is yours want them to come with us and talk, just
“ to make known to the sons of men his as we are talking?
mighty acts, and the glory of the majesty
25 There must be no letup now in this
of his kingdom.” By your acting thus you, preaching work that we are doing. And
with the psalmist, can continually say to there will be no letup in preaching the
Jehovah: “ Thy kingdom is an everlasting good news, for “ the spirit and the bride
kingdom, and thy dominion endureth keep on saying, ‘Come!’ ” So “ let anyone
throughout all generations.” (Ps. 145:13) hearing say, ‘Come!’ And let anyone thirst
If you want life, then you must also say ing come; let anyone that wishes take life’s
in the words of the year’s text: “ Every water free.”— Rev. 22:17,
day will I bless you, and I will praise your
26 We cannot be selfish in this matter.
name forever and ever.”— Ps. 145:2, CB.
Go to your neighbors, your relatives, from
24We are not so selfish as to think this
house to house, and say ‘Come! and take of
preaching work is to be done by just those
who now are Jehovah’s witnesses. We are this water of life, without any cost, with
not a secret, restricted or closed society or out any price. Take it free.’ More and more
organization. We call to the whole world let each of us “ make known to the sons of
whom we are orally teaching, to whom we men his mighty acts, and the glory of the
talk, to come and have part with us in majesty of his kingdom.”
24. Is publicizing of Jehovah’s established kingdom re
stricted to those now engaged in doing it? Why yes
or no?

25, 26. In fulfillment of what ancient prediction, and
how, practically, is genuine welcome to more and more
Kingdom proclaimers now being expressed?

Jew Teaches Moslem Christianity
In Istanbul, Turkey, as a result of the activity of Jehovah’s witnesses, a young
Jew accepted Christ as the Messiah and was baptized in public expression of having
dedicated himself to do Jehovah’s will and to follow in the footsteps of Christ Jesus.
A t his place of work he succeeded in interesting a Moslem Turk in the truth about
Jehovah and, as a result, this Turk also took his stand, accepted Christianity and
was baptized. A young Greek, a member of the Greek Orthodox Church, was a
spectator and an interested listener to the discussions between the Christian Jew
and the Moslem Turk. One day this Greek was contacted by another witness for
Jehovah to whom he expressed great interest. W h y ? Because it appeared to him
as a modern miracle that a Jew should be able to convert a Moslem to Christianity!
This young Greek is now himself studying with Jehovah’s witnesses and is learning
more about the wonderful news of God’s kingdom, which is so powerful that it can
accomplish amazing things.

2During the service year of
1953 there were 50,665 in
dividuals that symbolized by
water immersion their dedi
cation to Jehovah God’s serv
ice. It can be said of these
that they individually were
choosing the destiny of eternal
life. (Deut. 30:19,
They
forsook the old world and its
offer of death, for “ the way of
the wicked is as darkness: they
know not at what they stumble.”
(Prov. 4:19, AS) Those dedicated to Jeho
" E H O V A H ’S
com m and vah learned that “ every good gift and
to those in the every perfect present is from above.”
NW.
New World society —Jas. 1:17,
is to “ preach the
3The time has come to gather together
word.” That word is the other sheep; and when they hear their
the truth about Jehovah God and his Son, Master’s voice they will follow. Jesus
Christ Jesus, the new world of righteous Christ, the Shepherd-Prince, is seeing to
ness and all the things the Creator of the it that those seeking truth and righteous
universe has revealed to us through his ness will have the opportunity of hearing
written Word from Genesis to Revelation. and learning the truth. Jehovah’s wit
That message must be preached! There are nesses, being doers of the Word, have gone
many individuals who have heard part of from house to house and then called back
the Word, but even that part has never on the interested people 22,990,305 times
been implanted in them. It is “ the implant during the year, so that they could hear
more. Out of all these millions of revisits
ing of the word” that will save lives. How
50,665 persons decided that this is the
ever, “ the implanting of the word which is
truth and that they too would become
able to save your souls” must not just stop doers of the Word. It was not just going
there. (Jas. 1:21,
NW) That Word
to the interested people and
back is
toable
visit
save your souls if you do what that Word making a social call. Jehovah’s witnesses
says. It is not only hearing, it is preach had to show Jehovah their God that they
ing to others the things you have heard. were skilled in their work of being teach
Each individual must choose whether he ers of the Word. They must be able to
will serve Jehovah God or stay with the wield “ the sword of the spirit, that is,
Devil’s wicked organization. So do not be God’s word.” (Eph. 6:17, NW) So every
come hearers only, as millions of religion month throughout the year there was an
ists are, but be doers of the Word. Follow average of 281,219 Bible studies conducted
the command of the Sovereign Ruler to 2. How many persons symbolized their dedication by
immerson during 1953, and what can be said con
preach, which shows you want to worship water
cerning these?
3. (a) How many times did Jehovah's witnesses call
Jehovah.
back on persons of good will during 1953, and for what
1. What is the “word” that must be preached now, and
how only can it save the lives of those who hear it?
20

purpose? (b) How many studies were held regularly,
and why were the other sheep willing to have such
studies conducted with them?

21

4. (a) What does the 1953 report show as to the num
ber of different persons taking part in praising Jeho
vah’s name, and in how many different lands? (b) How
many new congregations were established during the
year for a total of how many throughout the world?
(c) Each day during 1953 how many persons on an aver
age dedicated themselves to do Jehovah’s will?
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in the homes of the other sheep. These
were willing to be taught by Jehovah
through his Word, for Jehovah is the great
Teacher and he has expressed his prin
ciples, his purpose and his mind in his writ
ten Word for the benefit of the human
family. It is essential, therefore, for all of
us to take instruction from Jehovah. “ It is
written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all
be taught by Jehovah. Everyone that has
heard the Father’s teaching and has learned
comes to me.’ ” (John 6:45, NW) So the
other sheep are delighted to learn and
come into Jehovah’s New World society
and be his witnesses, always learning, al
ways teaching.
4 It is because, year by year, 50,000 or
more persons dedicate their lives to Jeho
vah God that the organization of Jehovah’s
witnesses grows so rapidly. Now we find by
the close of the 1953 service year 519,982
different individuals, scattered throughout
143 countries, colonies and islands of the
sea, are ‘daily praising Jehovah’s name.’
The majority of these are associated in
congregations, of which there are now
14,163 throughout the world. During the
service year 221 new congregations were
established. It certainly is wonderful to
see these newly interested ones want to
become part of the New World society and
preach the Word. Just imagine, each day
of the 365 days in the year 139 individuals,
on the average, have dedicated their lives
to serve Jehovah. That daily number is a
fine congregation in itself. All of these
new ones who are coming out of the Devil’s
organization want to enjoy the field service
regularly and carry on the pastoral work
with the Shepherd-Prince. For the details
of what has been done in the world by
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26
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Guam
Iceland
Islands (Sil
Israel
Korea
Morocco
St. Martin,
Argentina
Australia
American S
Fiji Islands
Papua
Western S*
Austria
Bahamas
Belgium
Luxemboui
Bolivia
Brazil
British Guiar
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Country

Indo-China
Saar
Senegal
Tunisia
Germany, West

No.
Public
Meet’gs

87
28.097
173
2
1,293
2
46
581
12
62
113
9
22
52
33
44
47
123
24,882
913
25
405
1,714
9,917
361
7,176
303
224
264
19

10
1,000
38

52
25,533
192

71

1,183

3
16

55
567
18
54
98
8
32
11
57
25
23
52
12,914
464

35
21
1

94
226
5

4
90
6
9
380

271
51
5,422
8,108
35

23
13
228
127
7

354
120
5.973
4,039
10

1 New
3
592
2 New
4 300
6
40,158

1
637
2
6
43,565

7
1
1
960

241
1
1
18,832

899

12
23,107
651
2,828
581,476

21

173

2,952

91

68,400

3
15
6

8
1,180

240
2

164
43,258
2,873

1,095,044
404
6,027
288,767
13,805

78
24,847
116

76
26,104
5
143
23
2 New
1,163
2
100
37
6
480
16
8 700
53
18
16
85
5
54
20
16
43
4
28
11
40
29
108
22,350
10
14
824
20
368
31
1,551
9,085
5
328
5
12
6,765
273
21
6
203
7
243
17
21

1,192
1
35
415
1
45
73
6
13
37
27
36
J5
109
20,338
720
24
281
1,583
8,634
313
6,056
226
192
228
14
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan

El Salvador
Ethiopia
Finland
France
Algeria

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

1953
Av.
Pubs.

241
21
4,734
6,740
5
577
1
37,753

251
40
5.029
7,371
24

2
4
2
4
4
5
2
9
994
79
3
35
38
329
15
135

226
600
4,673
89
3,697

New Individual
Total
No. of
Total
Subs. Magazines
Cong’s Literature Hours
136
7,190
6,940
21,211
3
612,674
2,261,747 3,582,887 60,953
729
669
22,799
7,619
68,503
4
2
5
33
59,591
42,355
214,345 1,185
38
3
2
3
40
2,469
2,168
8,018
1
505
19,693
12,257
83,397
18
1
45
9
930
1
1,926
33
770
6,303
2
2,944
106
1,272
14,460
3
271
8
57
543
1
721
9
4,686
458
2
1,654
8,645
55
1,078
1
3,571
7,987
73
1,053
2
2,902
11,054
50
5
1,127
1,410
5,679
27
2
790
4,085
305
20,842
24,343
2
1,303,201 2,915,915 48,114 1,755,965
672
71,693
163,942 2,718
82,790
15
14
209
3,740
1
39,811
95,233
378
20,520
11
173,709
818
29,167
15,512
40
240,192
252
126,246 1,117,748 4,652
5,675
6,376
46,875
198
9
374,827
732,386 6,291
353,118
180
29,437
223
3,979
7
25,065
405
17,302
66,430
5
12,251
56,552
749
16,187
9
1,192
237
2,479
371
1
565
21,994
9,104
58,210
10
21
3,240
1,178
19,220
4
325,198
718,392 13,187
195,981
393
207,650
763,287 5,218
357,172
169
2,305
12,418
100
10,350
1
15

Back-Calls

Av. Bible
Studies

8,313
1,508,680
19,403
66
83,850
1
3,487
32,430
443
2,622
4,917
168
2,260
3,023
3,374
5,178
1,916
9,856
816,703
73,082
2,696
38,387
54,773
342,693
16,674
294,415
17,764
27,330
20,888
404

134
12,509
159
4
1,225

24,025
8,696
220,096
326,157
9,673

296
107
2,379
2,873
76

1
36
2
27,248
642
73,946
84
21
430
67
11
1,180
5,999,597 38,386 2,495,531

37,094
273
510
2,236,170

275
4
6
19,781

1,408
5
21
1,824
117

58,324
96
544
61,269
2,594

243,415
96
1,805
140,263
6,143

3,004
2
30
1,114
95

42
478
10
45
119
3
31
41
64
81
33
110
8,995
1,096
57
496
1,055
5,474
243
2,511
213
329
214
5

4,728
■«
13
3,784
56

44
7
17

5,181
2
17
4,287
66

271
165
550
311
37

308
201
661
340
58

14
22
20
9
57

341
219
770
407
66

28
21
51
31
11

358
206
290
440
78

11
8
12
15
1

20,472
16,574
43,672
14,690
10,848

63,901
49,943
134,358
79,805
15,424

1,278
720
3,126
963
368

26,345
12,742
53,236
27,789
1,152

27,111
17,847
54,822
33,282
7,331

422
294
962
487
158

India
Ceylon
Indonesia
Italy
Libya

472
29
91
1,869
10

562
42
132
2,170
22

19
45
45
16
120

620
52
162
2,315
29

46
11
16
109
2

479
55
106
451
5

36
1
4
96
1

48,760
13,657
19,256
110,297
816

139,644
21,047
35,861
317,710
3,405

1,077
264
1,185
2,074
28

25,548
7,999
16,985
32,780
786

43,894
8,063
17,699
138,008
1,592

558
75
297
1,330
16

Jamaica
Japan

2,558
255

2,759
287

8
13

2.984
336

78
62

2,498
207

143
13

85,432
47,890

398,252
115,235

840
1,722

81,660
42,396

129,213
54,812

2,394
851

Guatemala
Haiti
Hawaii
Honduras
Hong Kong

Brooklyn,

3,919
4
9
3,541
48

Gold Coast
Gambia
Ivory Coast
Greece
Turkey
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British Honduras
British Isles
Eire
Malta
British W.I. (Trinidad)
Anguilla
Antigua
Barbados
Carriacou
Dominica
Grenada
Montserrat
Nevis
St. Kitts
St. Lucia
St. Vincent
Tobago
Burma
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Cyprus
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Ecuador

%Inc. Peak
over Pubs.
1952
1953

1952
Av.
Pubs.

Okinawa
Taiwan
Lebanon
Aden
Iraq
Jordan
Saudi Arabia
Syria
Liberia
Mexico
Netherlands
Netherlands Antilles
(Curacao)
Aruba
Bonaire
Newfoundland
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Nigeria
Cameroun
Dahomey
French Togoland
Northern Rhodesia
Belgian Congo
Kenya
Tanganyika
Uganda
Norway
Nyasaland
Portuguese E. Africa
Pakistan
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Portugal
Azores
Puerto Rico
Virgin Islands
Sierra Leone
Singapore
North Borneo
South Africa
Angola
Basutoland
Bechuanaland
Mauritius
Saint Helena
South-West Africa
Swaziland
Southern Rhodesia
Spain
Surinam
Sweden
Switzerland
Thailand
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
4 Other Countries
G rand T otal

306
355
2
55
2
89
59
8,937
7,040

10 New
934
205
375
6
1
1
2 New
79
44
2
67
70
19
9,759
9
7,649
8

83
95
108
108
4
2
224
208
1,442
1,643
128
123
10,989 13,056
460
649
314
349
38
87
18,913 20,373
48
16
2
4
194
152
4
3
2,164
2,072
11,244 11,296
252
282
51
44
602
509
141
155
260
283
14,890 18,053
77
46
28
29
637
590
86
89
114
51
84
81
3
3
9,571 10,492
23
20
67
53
114
100
14
10
40
34
18
11
126
146
9,477
9,699
177
141
90
87
5,077
5,435
3,074
2,857
150
132
553
580
689
564
807
667
40,613 44,127
426,704 468,106

14
1,752
426

S

21
29

425

1
12
10

2
7

129

3

5
11
210
165

4
94
6,641
2,562

4
2
380
143

105
6
124
7
7
1
100
249
26
8
1,906
14
66
139
25
15,078
669
19
794
41
8
569
11
11
129
118
4
8
23,059
64
60
8
100
28
240
4
6
33
4
2,380
60
12,291
270
315
1
57
11
16
668
18
53
182
8
10
9
323
50
21
20,120
656
67
97
6
31
8
68
710
100
3
3
11
124
135
4
98
10
6
704
10
11,367
15
24
26
9
113
147
40
22
2
44
18
17
3
148
5
934
2
11,132
26
206
10
10
3
107
7
5,824
231
8
54
3,309
14
186
30
47
601
22
56
759
21
914
9 51,545
72
10 519,982 17,443

78
99
41
268
1,114
161
11,779
452
97
265
1,480
1

1
2
1
24
68
8
442
23
16
3
324
2
1
13
1
120
624
19
1
25
14
8
487
2
1
20
3
3
2
1
496
1
8

2
109
3
79
83
11,047
8,168

14

7

32
1
1,151
15,610
233
119
400
55
230
4,304
4
381
74
173
40
1
8,304
145
68
134
11
25
5
64
8,184

7
2

65
5,495
1,666
120
290
328

2
3
8
236
8
2
333
104
10
16
13

6,462
281,620

1,902
14,163

2,525
511
13,929
5
49
2,006
13
1,006
8,307
144,727
120.188
11,856
7,965
792
24,889
87,099
7,382
148,095
4,995
216
200
110,535
17
88
1,965
51
106,114
65,217
567
9,374
41,806
10,191
33,626
308,124
3,949
626
73,408
5,076
9,679
21,444
195
326,107
831
168
6,035
275
4,242
114
119,855
4,102
6,730
298,651
177,559
34,376
36,721
39,256
10,282
99,843
22,116,916

2,025
176,926
68,355
49
759
19,567
74
10,780
24,930
1,194,818
914,958

55
36
735

1,170
100
10,143
5
129
2,473
23
803
5,415
285,996
305,339

1,345
90,190
17,930
14
170
5,267
3
2,159
9,765
299,756
315,429

34
131
5,051
2,540

16,337
814
16,637
7,003
18,650
511
12,774
6,906
2,139
30
362
652
47,612 1,412
33,759
15,637
223,486 4,331
155,520
75,341
46,759
264
11,516
21,975
3,042,666 2,649
101,041
521,040
150,434
171
3,842
53,580
103,339
6
226
15,266
46,935
42
205
11,969
3,668,906 3,087
30,889
662,022
3,113
9
610
371
8
25
96
50,277
40
332
10,821
324
10
84
94
256,996 3,355
236,787
99,542
2,611,154
977
19,844
667,589
41,561
9
73
10,205
22,377
537
6,507
8,433
131,686 2,010
49,092
61,109
26,191
527
10,838
9,126
90,745 1,300
47,387
40,121
2,614,496 9,848
212,476
533,201
17,046
59
1,074
5,993
1,647
4
53
728
144,533 4,679
109,078
66,770
14,648
372
9,580
6,989
28,772
204
13,408
12.945
20,656 1,112
8,073
9,609
251
13
18
185
2,854,446 15,373
396,669
625,230
5,804
1,572
26,223
15
373
6,712
29,808
20
194
6,281
4,269
61
1,329
2,122
5,113
18
225
1,572
4,951
172
5,279
1,979
30,733
7
66
6,208
3,015,429 2,029
69,607
724,241
30,288
92
2,748
19,668
23,637
289
14,499
9,344
754,213 9,368
551,904
295,280
357,307 4,535
322,885
168,174
48,651
8,622
868
16,410
140,034 1,193
43,295
61,289
165,340 1,194
49,135
64,108
32,649
7,433
3,599,403 1,184
179,902
1,357,634
72,344,728 882,296 25,115,729 22,990,305
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34
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67
38
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161
147
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these witnesses of Jehovah, study the
chart of countries reproduced herewith.
NEW WORLD SOCIETY GROWING STEADILY

5It makes our hearts glad to see 468,106
different individuals in all parts of the
world engaging in the field service every
month without letup. That was the average
number of witnesses preaching the good
news each month during the year 1953.
This is 10 per cent better than the average
number of publishers who engaged in the
work the previous year. Better still, the
peak of publishers for the year, 519,982
was 21 per cent better than the average
number of publishers for 1952. Taking the
report for the world, Jehovah’s witnesses
reached the quotas they set for themselves.
In this they rejoice, because they see the
harvest of their planting. Jehovah has
given the increase. They have found, too,
that there is greater happiness in giving
than in receiving. (Acts 20:35, NW) These
more than a half million publishers have
given the truth to others and will keep on
doing it by preaching, talking and explain
ing the Scriptures to the people they meet,
in all languages under the sun.
6Because Jehovah’s witnesses cannot be
with all the people all the time to answer
their questions they find it very wise to
leave with those to whom they have talked
literature explaining in detail the wonder5. In what figures as regards average number of pub
lishers and per cent of increases for 1953 do Jehovah’s
witnesses rejoice, and why?
6. (a) To what extent was a witness given to the honor
of Jehovah’s name in 1953 by means of distribution of
books and booklets, subscriptions obtained and indi
vidual copies of magazines placed? (b) What admonition
of the apostle Paul regarding their business was heeded
by Jehovah’s witnesses during the past year, and to
what extent? (c) What lands saw an increase of 100
per cent or more during 1953? (d) How many full-time
ministers, pioneers, were active throughout the world
during 1953? (e) In what lands were more than 10,000
public meetings held, and what was the world-wide
total? (f) In spite of certain restrictions, what progress
was made in Argentina? Dominican Republic? Spain?
(g) What results did underground activity bring in ”4
Other Countries” ? (h) What other remarkable informa
tion does the above chart contain?
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ful promises of Jehovah God. During the
twelve months of the 1953 service year
22,116,916 books and booklets were left in
the homes of the people, as well as 882,296
new subscriptions taken for the Watchtower and Awake! magazines in their
various languages. Add to this the 25,115,729 copies of the Society’s magazines dis
tributed by these publishers from house to
house, store to store and on the street cor
ners and you have quite a witness given
in honor of Jehovah’s name. They were
happy indeed to give this literature to the
people of the world for a small contribu
tion, and what little contributions they re
ceived they sent in to the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society so that more liter
ature could be printed and distributed to
the ends of the earth. They know that this
good news of the Kingdom must be
preached in all the world for a witness,
and they are doing it. They have heeded
the words of Paul, where he said, “ Do not
loiter at your business. Be aglow with the
spirit. Be slaves to Jehovah.” (Rom. 12:11,
NW) They proved they did not just sit
around at home hearing the Word and
reading the Word. They have been work
ing with the Word, because they have
spent 72,344,728 hours in talking to peo
ple all around the earth. What other reli
gious organization has spent that much
time preaching the good news of God’s
kingdom? Where else in the world do you
find an organization of ministers, every one
of them having dedicated his life to give a
witness concerning Jehovah’s kingdom and
to speak well of his Father’s name and to
bless Him every day of his life? These min
isters are determined never to let up in
this, but to walk in Jehovah’s name for
ever.—Mic. 4:5, AS.
7 Jehovah’s witnesses are not going to
7. Why will Jehovah’s witnesses not let up in this
preaching activity during 1954, and in view of what
attack by whom must they give Jesus’ prophetic
warning?

January 1, 1954

SHeWATCHTOWER.

let up now with 1954 at hand, forty years
after the Kingdom was born. They do not
feel that the work is done, because they
still see ahead horrible distress and great
perplexity in the world and hundreds of
thousands of people sighing and crying for
the abominations that exist in this present
system of things. Year by year thousands
of persons will make their flight to the
mountains for safety. This was Jesus’ ad
vice to Christians as he expressed it in
Luke 21:20, 21. The time is growing short
for persons to leave the Devil’s organiza
tion and find refuge in the mountains of
Gilead, in the New World society. Millions
of people must be told where to go and
how to get there. Where all these people,
the other sheep, will come from we do not
know, but Jehovah God has seen to it that
his witnesses are scattered throughout the
world now in 143 principal lands to give
the warning. Gog of the land of Magog is
going to assault especially those who have
taken their stand for Jehovah and who are
announcing his kingdom. He is going to
do everything he can to direct them away
from the service of the Most High, and
all of those who are prisoners within Sa
tan’s organization he is going to try to
hold there and not allow them to grasp
the freedom that comes through knowing
Jehovah God and his Son, Christ Jesus. So
the warning of the assault of Gog of Ma
gog must be given to all the peoples of all
the continents of the world and the islands
of the sea. The report that follows does not
show great numbers of witnesses in any
one of these places, but the report does
show that there are busy witnesses there,
talking diligently long hours in hot and
cold climates, up in the mountains, down in
the valleys and on the plains. Day by day
they are blessing the New World Sover
eign’s name.
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In the chart of continents given here
you will see the advance of the New
World society since 1942. In that year the
Lands
Witnessed
To

Place
A F R IC A

1942
1947
1952
1953

A S IA

1942
1947
1952
1953

Hours
Spent
Preaching

Gilead
Graduates
Teaching

(11
(17
(32
(34

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

10,070
24,896
72,228
81,793

2,200,163
6,298,189
15,460,243
16,979,027

None
20
84
80

( 6
( 8
(19
(19

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

406
475
2,274
2,698

93,223
140,661
504,301
597,050

None
17
164
173

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

22,796
74,196
158,867
179,374

5,344,006
12,819,994
19,147,879
19,433,567

None
21
177
216

EU RO PE

1942
1947
1952
1953

Total
Publishers

(13
(19
(24
(24

IS L A N D S O F T H E A T L A N T IC , C A R IB B E A N
A N D M E D IT E R R A N E A N

1942
1947
1952
1953

( 6
(12
(15
(29

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

IS L A N D S O F T H E

1942
1947
1952
1953

( 3
( 6
(12
(13

N ORTH

1942
1947
1952
1953

SO UTH

1942
1947
1952
1953

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

A M E R IC A

( 7
(12
(12
(12

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

A M E R IC A

( 8
(12
(13
(12

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

GRAND TO TA LS

1942
1947
1952
1953

( 54
( 86
(127
(143

lands)
lands)
lands)
lands)

1,297
6,429
15,659
17,421

237,057
1,448,810
2,200,647
2,248,941

None
135
149
133

4,275
7,385
26,690
31,980

701,037
1,390,228
3,590,037
4,214,497

None
13
51
49

75,589
91,740
168,752
193,542

19,668,961
20,787,495
25,810,384
26,734,105

None
163
493
674

807
2,431
11,795
13,174

219,905
956,928
1,990,208
2,137,541

None
117
303
301

P A C IF IC

FO R T H E

115,240
207,552
456,265
519,982

W O RLD

28,464,352
43,842,305
68,703,699
72,344,728

None
486
1,421
1,626

Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society was
not sending out missionaries to all parts of
the world. But in 1943 the Bible School
of Gilead was opened by the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society, and from then
on the Society’s world-wide missionary
work began. The desire of many young,
strong, healthy Christians was to go some
where where the message of Jehovah’s
kingdom had not been preached to any
8. (a) The Bible School of Gilead was opened in what
year, thereby providing to satisfy whose desire for
what? (b) What did Jehovah's witnesses world-wide
show themselves anxious to do regarding this missionary
work? (c) How does the number of publishers, mission
aries and hours spent preaching in 1942 compare with
the report for 1953 as regards Africa, Asia and Europe?
(d) How do number of lands, publishers and mission
aries in the Islands of the Atlantic, Caribbean, Mediter
ranean and the Pacific in 1942 compare with the report
for 1953? (e) Compare the world-wide totals for 1953
with those for 1942. (f) What other noteworthy points
does the above chart contain?
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great extent, if at all. Jehovah’s witnesses ever.’ (Psalm 145:2, A T ) ” It is their hope
world-wide were anxious to support this to aid many people of good will in their
new arrangement and made sufficient con quest for truth and righteousness. We now
tributions to the Society to increase this see thousands upon thousands, month by
missionary work. To this day Jehovah’s month, taking their stand for Jehovah’s
witnesses have supported the missionary kingdom, and we see a great crowd com
work financially, and the chart shows what ing from all nations, kindreds and tongues
was done in the different sections of the to Jehovah’s witnesses to hear the truth
world in the year 1942, to compare with from God’s Word. At the Memorial cele
1947,1952 and 1953. You can see from this bration there were 742,565 persons, all of
report alone how the expansion work whom showed keen interest in the message
reached out into new fields. Observe, too, we preach. They want to live now as a
the increase in the number of Jehovah’s New World society. They must be taught
witnesses and the hours they spent during and helped in this way to eternal life. As
these years in talking. The last column they come into the organization they must
shows the number of graduates of Gilead get rid of their old habits, the filthy things
working in the different countries in these of the old world, and accept the pleasant
years.
and good things Jehovah God has for them
9
Jehovah’s witnesses have big plans forto do. They are happy to do his will and
the year 1954, plans designed to praise to preach the Word. They rejoice that
Jehovah’s name and make it known to even someone came to them and their ears were
greater numbers of persons. Their determi open to hear. Now they want to be doers
nation is, to quote their principal thought
of the Word, and not hearers only. They
for the year, “ ‘All day long will I bless
want to live so that ‘every day they can
thee, and praise thy name forever and
bless Jehovah and praise his name forever
9. (a) What are the plans and determination of Jeho
and ever.’ Will you “ become doers of the
vah’s witnesses for 1954? (b) How many persons at
tended the 1953 Memorial celebration? What is their
word, and not hearers only” ?
desire, and how can they be helped to realize it?
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C, A s a result o f the activity of W atch Tower missionaries in Recife, Brazil, mem
bers of an Evangelist church began asking their pastor m any embarrassing ques
tions. He told them that Jehovah’s witnesses were false prophets and that their
teachings were not supported by the Bible. At their request a special representa
tive of the W atch Tower Society called upon the pastor in his own church with
practically all of his members present. When it became apparent that the pastor
was unable to properly defend his position from the Scriptures, comments were
heard from his members to the effect that Jehovah’s witnesses were teaching good
doctrine. The owner of the hall in which the pastor conducted his services spoke
up saying that it was more than just good doctrine, it was the truth and that he
would like to learn more and become one of Jehovah’s witnesses.
C. Infuriated at this the pastor threatened that if they were going to listen to
Jehovah’s witnesses he would get out. No one objecting, he stormed out shouting
that he was taking the chairs, as these were his property. W hen the group was
asked by Jehovah’s witnesses if they would like to hear more, the owner of the
hall offered the use of the hall free and volunteered to assist in getting chairs.
A Bible study was arranged for that soon became the talk of the district. For the
first six months an average of forty attended the study, and eleven different ones
already were sharing in telling others the good things they had learned.

Individually Choosing the Destiny of Eternal Life
T ALL times Jehovah’s attributes of again.— Josh. 24:15; Ezek. 3:27; 18:23,31,
wisdom, love and power square with 32; 33:7, 11-15,
AT.
his justice. His love provided the ransom
But does not the apostle Paul state that
sacrifice of his Son so that he could be some were chosen before the foundation
righteous in “ declaring righteous the man of the world to be in union with Christ
that has faith in Jesus.” (Rom. 3:26, AW ) Jesus? (Eph. 1:4, 5, NW) True, but to
Since he is never partial he would not arbi what world was he referring? Not to the
trarily bestow everlasting life on some re world of Adam’s day, because that would
gardless of their course of action and deny mean that God provided for mankind’s re
it to others regardless of their course. demption before Adam had sinned, making
—Deut. 10:17; 2 Chron. 19:7,
Rom. Adam’s testing a mockery. No, but be
fore the foundation of the new world,
2:11; 6:23,
NW*
Yet such an arbitrary course of action which foundation was laid by presenting
those attribute to Jehovah who hold to the the merit of the slain Lamb of God, as
teaching of predestination, quoting Paul at Revelation 13:8 clearly shows. It was be
Romans 8:29, 30, which states: “ For fore the foundation of this new world was
whom he did foreknow, he also did pre laid that Jehovah purposed others should
destinate to be conformed to the image of be sharers with the Christ.— Gal. 3:29.
Those who teach predestination hold
his Son, . . . Moreover whom he did pre
that
once a person has been “ effectually”
destinate, them he also called.” According
called,
justified, sanctified and has come
to them Jehovah predestinates the destiny
into
a
condition of grace he cannot fall
of individuals without regard to their faith
away.
But
that is not what the Scriptures
and works.
teach.
Paul
was apprehensive lest after
But, in view of the plain testimony of
having
preached
to others he should fall
the rest of the Scriptures showing that
away.
(1
Cor.
9:27)
Faithfulness and en
individuals may, yes, must choose life or
durance
to
the
end
are required if we
death for themselves, we are forced to the
would
gain
salvation.
(Matt. 24:13; Rev.
conclusion that, since the Bible does not
2:10)
He
shows
that
after
some had been
contradict itself, Paul was here referring
to a class and not to individuals. For ex cleansed by the blood of Christ, had be
ample, note how plainly Moses put the come partakers of the holy spirit and been
choice of life or death up to the Israelites: sanctified they could sin willfully and fall
“ I have put life and death before you, the away. (Heb. 6:4-6; 10:26-29) However, let
blessing and the malediction, and you must none think that salvation comes solely by
choose life in order that you may keep their own efforts, for the basis of it all is
alive, you and your offspring, by loving Jehovah’s u n d eserved kindness.— Rom.
Jehovah your God, by listening to his voice 11:6; Eph. 2:8, 9; 2 Tim. 1:9,
Yes, the Bible shows God to be just,
and by sticking to him, for he is your life
and the length of your days.” (Deut. 30:19, wise and loving in arranging for man to
20,
NW) Joshua put the same issue before gain life. Rejecting predestination, let us
the Israelites, and Ezekiel did so time and individually choose now the destiny of
eternal life.
* For details see The Watchtower, May 15, 1953.
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'ODAY there is a declared
war between religion and
irreligion, between those pro
fessing belief in the existence
of God and those denying it.
The latter are represented
chiefly by the Communists,
while among the most vocal
of those denouncing the ma
terialistic Marxism of the
Communists is the Roman Catholic Hier
archy. In lands with decided Catholic mi
norities and where there is no Communist
threat, such as the United States, the Hier
archy represents herself as a bulwark
against communism. With pride she points
to the activities of her sons, laity and cler
ical, such as McCarthy and Sheen, in op
posing communism. But how successful is
the Hierarchy in lands having Catholic
majorities and where there is a real
threat? Let us see.
In Italy, more than 99 per cent Catholic,
the extreme Leftist and Communist parties
polled 35.5 per cent of the vote in the last
national elections, and which represented
an increase. And in France, which, accord
ing to the Catholic Almanac, is 85 per cent
Catholic (others give the figure as high as
97.5 per cent), the Communists in the last
general election polled five million, or 26.5
per cent of the vote, more than any other
single party.
And not only is communism making
such inroads in the Catholic population of
such lands, but it is even affecting the
clergy, particularly in France. There, ac
cording to Dr. W. O. Lewis, associate secre
tary of the Baptist World Alliance, some
2,000 priests have left the church since
1945. The Christian Century, Septem
ber 20, 1953, told of a French Catholic
priest and Dominican monk, Maurice Mon-

tuclard, who was or
dered exiled by the
Hierarchy for having
published a book in
1952 that expressed
Marxist views and for
his heading the “ Youth
of the Church” move
ment, which evinced pronounced sym
pathy for the Communist party in France.
He requested and was given permission to
give up his clerical status and revert to
that of a layman. He preferred Marxist
political activity to Catholic religious ac
tivity.
That this was not an isolated instance is
seen from the pope’s temporary banning of
“ worker priests.” For some years, as far
back as 1944 it seems, certain Catholic
priests, with the permission of their supe
riors, have been trying to win back French
Catholics from communism by laying aside
their priestly robes, donning overalls, and
rubbing elbows with French Catholic la
borers in factories, on ships, docks and
farms. Some identified themselves as
priests, others did not. The movement
grew from seven to some 100 by 1953.
These priests not only joined the
Communist-led French General Confedera
tion of Labor, but also took the lead as
officials in local unions and became active
in Communist peace movements. One
worker priest was killed in a picket line
in Bordeaux. On May 28, 1952, two priests
were arrested and beaten by the police
with the clubs the police had taken from
the demonstrators, for their having taken
part in a very violent Communist-inspired
demonstration against the presence of the
American General Ridgway in France, and
which demonstration was held in violation
of the law.
28

Ja n u a r y

1,1954

SFKeWATCHTOWER.

“ACTUALLY PRODUCED NEGATIVE RESULTS”
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bor Priests. Catholic Circles Defend Idea
The labor priests, according to the New of Industrial Missions Criticized by Vati
York Times, March 12,1953, did not expect can.” The Vatican’s ban was meeting with
to see concrete results for several genera strong resistance, most notable objection
tions, and certainly not in the lifetime of being voiced by none other than the car
the priests themselves. But there were re dinal and archbishop of Paris. The papal
sults, of a kind not expected or foreseen. nuncio had conveyed the desire of the
One Associated Press dispatch reporting Vatican that all worker priests, by now
on the matter states that “ many influential some one hundred in number, be called
Frenchmen—politicians and clergymen— back to their respective dioceses and to
were shocked during the big wave of strikes the robes they had abandoned for overalls.
throughout the nation last month to find However, the final decision was being de
some of the worker priests among the most layed because of the strong opposition of
ardent strikers.” And Time magazine, certain important members of the French
June 23, 1952, reported that “ sometimes, Hierarchy who were concerned about its
say critics of the worker-priest scheme, it effect on Catholic workers. However, the
is the priests, not their fellow workers, cardinal at the same time voiced strong
warning to the priests of the dangers of
who get converted.”
Noting this aspect of the matter, the re being engulfed by communism and that “ a
ligious editor of the Los Angeles Mirror, certain spirit of independence” was be
September 19,1953, stated that the worker- ginning to manifest itself among some
priest movement not only fell short of its worker priests to the detriment of the
goal of endeavoring to “ counteract the Red spirit of obedience to the Church.
propaganda about the church and bring re
On November 14 three French cardinals
newed strength of faith to the faithful announced they had overcome Vatican ob
wavering on the brink of Marxism,” “ but jections to the mission of the workeractually produced negative results,” and priests. But it could not exist in its present
that the “Holy See was not happy with the form. Only specially chosen priests could
way the worker-priest movement has been serve, and for a limited time, and they must
going.”
shun union responsibilities and live with a
Indicative of the unhappiness of the community of priests. Hardly the same
“Holy See” was the pope’s warning to scheme.
priests not to consider Communist theories
WHY NO BULWARK AGAINST COMMUNISM
as alone “ valid or as though they furnished
Just how much of a bulwark against
a more fruitful doctrinal contribution or
communism is the Roman Catholic Church
greater vigor of action.” (New York
September 13, 1953) Four days later the when it cannot afford to let its own priests
Vatican ordered all Roman Catholic semi be exposed to Red propaganda, priests
naries in France to forbid their students to steeped in Roman Catholic dogma from
do any work at all in factories as a means earliest infancy? Why do these priests show
of getting closer to the French working more interest in Marxist social, political
class. Some priests “ have become very close and economic reform than in preaching
to supporting the Communist party line.” their religion? Can it be that there is some
thing wrong with their spiritual diet?
What an admission of defeat!
Yes, there is an inherent weakness in the
The New York Times, October 3, 1953,
told that the “ French Oppose Ban on La- Roman Catholic approach to the Commu-
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nist problem. It fails to appreciate that
true Christianity has nothing in common
with this old world but must keep separate
from it. For selfish advantage the Hier
archy makes friends with Caesar, making
concordats with Hitler, Mussolini and
Franco, and expresses her willingness to
deal with Communist Russia if thereby she
can gain advantages for herself; yes, even
with the Devil himself, according to Pope
Pius XI.— Brooklyn Eagle, February 21,
1943.
But Christ Jesus did not work with
Caesar nor with the Devil. He struck no
bargain with Herod Antipas nor with
Pilate, but plainly said, “ My kingdom is
no part of this world.” (John 18:36, NW)
And his immediate followers likewise had
nothing to do with the world. They kept
separate from it and warned that for
Christians to be friends of the world was

Brooklyn, N. Y .

to become enemies of God: “ Adulteresses,
do you not know that the friendship with
the world is enmity with God?” (Jas. 4:4,
NW) They put their hope and trust, not
in the schemes and efforts of men, but in
God's kingdom.— Matt. 6:9, 10; 1 Cor.
15:25-28; 2 Pet. 3:13; Rev. 21:1-4.
The same is true today. Dedicated Chris
tians may not, and all fully enlightened
Christians will not, have anything to do
with communism, nor with any other of
this world's ideologies for that matter.
They will not be ensnared by the blandish
ments of communism, for they clearly see
that what communism actually does is to
offer material prosperity at the cost of
one's integrity and loyalty to God, the very
temptation the Devil presented to Christ
Jesus in the wilderness: ‘All the kingdoms
of this world and their glory if you will co
operate with me.’—Matt. 4:8-10, NW.

approached Jesus or received healing from him
or asked favors of him “worshiping” Jesus on
earth.
However, we note in the New World Transla
tion of the Christian Greek Scriptures that in
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Should we worship Jesus?— G. B., Ethiopia.

The clergy of Christendom that believe in a
trinity as the main doctrine of Christianity will
answer with a positive Yes to this question.
Quite to be expected, for they believe that wor
shiping Jesus is at the same time worshiping
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit, for
these three they believe to be Three Persons
mysteriously making up one God. The King
James Version of the English Bible was ren
dered by trinitarian translators, and doubtless
for this reason the translators rendered the
Greek word proskyne'o by the word “worship,”
when applying to Jesus. In fact, in every case
of its occurrence in the Christian Greek Scrip
tures they consistently rendered this Greek verb
by “worship.” So we read of the m agi’s “wor
shiping” the babe Jesus, and of persons who

all these cases of Jesus’ receiving such atten
tion on earth as a man this Greek verb is ren
dered, not as “worship,” but as “do obeisance
to.” This is in harmony with the fact that this
Greek verb proskyne'o occurs many times in
the Greek Septuagint Version of the Hebrew
Scriptures and there this verb is used toward
men, such as Joseph the son of Jacob and Boaz
the benefactor of Ruth. In these latter cases
proskyne'o could not mean “worship” but
merely bowing or doing obeisance to a person
out of deep respect. So it must have been such
outward show of respect that was paid to Jesus
on earth, because he was viewed as being God’s
representative, servant and prophet, and as the
Son of David who was to be the Messianic King.
The kings of ancient Israel were regularly
bowed down to in obeisance. The New World
Translation is not detracting from Jesus the
Son of God by thus rendering this Greek verb
as meaning the doing of obeisance to Jesus
while on earth.
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Be it noted, however, that there are other
Greek words that the King James Version
renders “worship,” but not a single one of
these Greek verbs is directed to Jesus to show
that such action was commanded to be per
formed or was performed toward him. Surely
when Luke 14:10 ( K J ) says, “Then shalt thou
have worship Ldo'xa] in the presence of them
that sit at meat with thee,” Jesus did not mean
that a human guest who was given a higher
place at a Jewish meal would be worshiped,
but it meant he would merely “have honor,”
as the New World Translation renders the word
(do'xa). Thus we see that the Christian Greek
Scriptures make a distinction between Jehovah
God and his Son Jesus Christ, by reserving
some words rendered “worship” for God, to the
exclusion of Jesus.
When Satan the Devil tempted Jesus to try
to have him worship the adversary, Jesus did
not say to the Tempter, W o rsh ip m e / but said,
“It is Jehovah your God you must worship
[ proskyne'd], and it is to him alone you must
render sacred service llatreu'd] .” (Matt. 4:10,
N W ; Luke 4: 8) Jesus, speaking and including
himself, said to the Samaritan woman: “You
worship [ proskyne'd] what you do not know;
we worship [proskyne'o] what we know, be
cause salvation originates with the Jews. . . .
the genuine worshipers will worship the Father
with spirit and truth. . . . God is a Spirit, and
those worshiping him must worship with spirit
and truth.” (John 4:22-24, N W ) Jesus, even
after his glorification in heaven, did not change
from directing worship to God his Father
rather than to himself. In the Revelation, which
God gave Jesus, the pure worship is shown as
due to be given to the Most High God, Jehovah.
(See Revelation 4 :1 0 ; 5 :1 4 ; 7 :1 1 ; 11:16; 14:7;
15:4; 1 9 :4,10.) And when John fell down at
the feet of the angel whom Jesus sent to de
liver the revelation, the angel said to John:
“Worship God.” (Rev. 19:10; 22:9) Thus the
worship was to be rendered to Jehovah God,
although blessing, glory and praise were to be
ascribed to the glorified Jesus, the Lamb, as
well as to God his Father.
At Hebrews 1 :6 we read: “ But when he again
brings his Firstborn into the inhabited earth,
he says: ‘And let all God’s angels worship
him.’ ” ( NW) As the Greek verb here is
proskyne'd, it could also have been rendered “do
obeisance to,” as in all the preceding cases
having to do with Jesus when on earth as a
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man. This same word in Greek is used in ad
dressing those who will become members of
Christ’s glorified congregation or “bride,” in
these words at Revelation 3 :9 ( NW) : “Look!
I will give those from the synagogue of Satan
who say they are Jews, and yet they are not
but are lying— look! I will make them come
and do obeisance [ proskyne'd ] before your feet
and make them know I have loved you.” They
will not be worshiped .
Worship is not asked to be given to the
anointed King whom Jehovah God sets upon
his holy hill of Zion, namely, his Son Jesus
Christ, but due submission and respect are
asked of the kings and judges of the earth, in
these words: “Serve Jehovah with fear, and
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the son, lest he be
angry, and ye perish in the way, for his wrath
will soon be kindled.” (Ps. 2 :1 1 ,1 2 , A S) This
agrees with the recognition that the apostle
Paul says must yet be given to the glorified
Jesus by all living creation, at Philippians
2:9-11 (ZVW): “ God exalted him to a superior
position and kindly gave him the name that is
above every other name, so that in the name
of Jesus every knee should bend of those in
heaven and those on earth and those under
the ground, and every tongue should openly
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory
of God the Father.” The knee is bent in the
name of Jesus as Lord and in worship to the
Father as God, and the tongue confesses openly
that Jesus Christ is Lord, but this is done to the
glory of God the Father, all this showing the
superiority of the Father. Thus, “ all m ay honor
the Son just as they honor the Father.”— John
5:22, 23, NW .
Consequently, since the Scriptures teach that
Jesus Christ is not a trinitarian co-person with
God the Father, but is a distinct person, the
Son of God, the answer to the above question
must be that no distinct worship is to be ren
dered to Jesus Christ now glorified in heaven.
Our worship is to go to Jehovah God. However,
we show the proper regard for God’s onlybegotten Son by rendering our worship to God
through and in the name of Jesus Christ. Even
now when we kneel in prayer, as Paul did ac
cording to Ephesians 3:14-19, we offer prayer
in the name of Jesus Christ in obedience to his
own directions (John 15:16; 16:23-26), but the
prayer itself is addressed, not to Jesus, but to
God his Father. In this w ay we keep things in
their relative positions.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

“ WATCHTOWER” STUDIES
W eek of January 31: They Shall Talk of the
Glory of Jehovah's Kingdom, H1-25.
W eek of February 7: They Shall Talk of the
Glory of Jehovah's Kingdom, H26-36; also,
Keeping a Clean Organization of Talkers,
H1-21.
W eek of February 14: Keeping a Clean Organi
zation of Talkers, 1122-26; also, “Become
Doers of the W ord, and N ot Hearers Only.”

After reading this issue of “ The Watchtower” , do you remember—

^ How many persons dedicated themselves
to Jehovah each day o f 1953? P. 21, H4.
^ Whether Jehovah’ s witnesses are ready
to quit? P. 24, H7.
^ What great expansion has occurred in
gospel-preaching since 1942? P. 25, H8.
I* Whether one who has accepted the truth
can fall away from it? P. 27, H5.
Where 2,000 priests have left Catholi
cism since 1945? P. 28, H3.
^ Why Catholicism has proved no bulwark
against communism? P. 29, H6.
Whom Jesus said should be worshiped?
P. 31, H2.

I* Whether Christendom's churchgoers are
living up to Christ’ s basic instructions? P. 3,
114.
V* What this selfish world really needs?
P. 6, U ll.
What lesson about God's protection can
be taken from the animal world? P. 8, Hi7.
How one can “ bless” God? P. 8, Hi8.
Where the value of new-world living was
recently displayed for all to see? P. 10, H24.
I* Whom Jehovah’ s witnesses do not want
in their organization? P. 13, Hi.
^ Whether Jehovah’ s eye is on our individ
ual behavior? P. 14, H5.
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