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“YOU ARE MY WITNESSES,” SAYS JEHOVAH.-lsa.43:12

T H E PU RPO SE O F “T H E W A T C H T O W E R ”
Literal tow ers in Bible times w ere elevated vantage points from w hich
w atchm en could observe happenings, w arn o f danger, or announce good
new s. O u r magazine figuratively occupies such a vantage point, fo r it is
founded on the very pinnacle o f wisdom , G od's W o r d . T h at elevates it
above racial, national and political propagandas and prejudices, frees it from
selfish bias. It is not bound by any traditional creed, but its message advanc
es as the light on G od ’s purposes and w orks increases. — Habakkuk 2 :1 -3 .
It sees things Scripturally. W h en it observes this generation afflicted
w ith greed, delinquency, hypocrisy, atheism, w ar, famine, pestilence, perplex
ity and fear, and persecution o f unpopular minorities, it does not parrot the
old fable about history repeating itself. Informed by Bible prophecy, it sees in
these things the sign o f the w orld’s time o f the end. But w ith bright hope it
also sees opening up for us just beyond these woes the portals o f a new w orld.
Thus viewed, “T he W atch tow er” stands as a watchm an atop a tow er,
alert to w hat is going on, awake to note signs o f danger, faithful to point out
the w a y o f escape. It announces Jehovah’s kingdom established by C hrist’s
enthronem ent in heaven, feeds his kingdom joint-heirs w ith spiritual food,
cheers men o f good w ill w ith glorious prospects o f eternal life in a paradise
earth, com forts us w ith the resurrection promise for the dead.
It is not dogmatic, but has a confident ring in its voice, because it is based
on G od ’s W o r d . It does not privately interpret prophecy, but calls attention
to physical facts, sets them alongside prophecy, and you see for you rself how
w ell the tw o m atch, how accurately Jehovah interprets his ow n prophecy.
In the interests o f our salvation, it keeps sharp and faithful focus on Bible
truth, and view s religious new s generally.
‘Be w atchful in these perilous times,* G od admonishes. So keep on the
w atch by regularly reading “ The W atch tow er” .
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CLERGY PHILOSOPHERS VOID THE BIBLE
in a man? Jesus thought it good, saying:
“ Everyone that hears these sayings of
mine and does them will be likened to a
discreet man, who built his house upon the
rock-mass. And the rain poured down and
the floods came and the winds blew and
lashed against that house, but it did not
cave in, for it had been founded upon the
rock-mass.” But those who ignored his say
ings he likened to a man building his house
on sand, a house that washed away with
the first storm. (Matt. 7:24-27,
The
unstable and unsteady ones may be Stein
er’s ideals, but they are not God’s, whose
Word says: “ He who doubts is like a wave
of the sea driven by the wind and blown
about. In fact, let not that man suppose
that he will receive anything from Jeho
vah; he is an indecisive man, unsteady in
all his ways.”— Jas. 1 : 6-8 ,
“ I have no use for maturity,” announced
Dr. Steiner. “Anyone who is mature is
ready to die,” he droned. Would he dare
apply his principle to Christian faith?
Would he be willing to match logic with
the apostle Paul, whose forceful letter to
the Hebrews concludes its fifth chapter by
likening spiritually immature Christians
to physical babes yet feeding on milk? This
is not a desirable condition in which to re
main, for he adds: “But solid food belongs
to mature people, to those who through
use have their perceptive powers trained to
distinguish both right and wrong. For this
reason, now that we have left the elemen-

WAY from the churches have pa
rishioners streamed in droves. De
spite swollen sectarian membership rolls,
attendance has steadily fallen off and popu
lar support of clergy functions has waned.
Religion in Christendom seems on the de
cline. Why? One obvious reason appears in
the idle philosophy the clergy have pat
tered in exchange for their pay. Consider,
for instance, the following from the Port
land, Oregon, Oregonian of March 25,1952.
Discussing a conference of clergymen in the
city, the paper alluded to the position taken
by Dr. Richard Steiner of the First Unitar
ian Church, who acknowledged that re
ligion often leads to emotional instability,
but did not condemn this. Rather he said:
“ Most cultural progress has been made
by people who could be classed as neurot
ics. This business of striving for emotional
stability can be dangerous. The absolutely
stable person is like a rock on the beach—
he can’t be moved and he doesn’t want to
move. I have no use for maturity. Anyone
who is mature is ready to die.”
As usual, there is no explanation, no
proof, no logic, no evidence of “ cultural
progress” his neurotics have brought forth,
no sign of danger lurking behind the de
sire to be stable. No wonder, for such
empty reasoning collides head-on with the
Bible, source of divine wisdom and knowl
edge. What is so wrong with a rock on a
beach, firm so that the slightest turbulence
does not wash it away? Is this trait not good
515
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tary doctrine about the Christ, let us press
on to maturity, not laying a foundation
again.”— Heb. 5:11-14; 6:1,
Far from death, the apostle refers to ma
ture persons as those productive of fruitful
good things for which the knowledge they
were given was intended. “ The ground
that drinks in the rain which often comes
upon it and that then brings forth vegeta
tion suitable to those for whom it is also
cultivated, receives in return a blessing
from God. But if it produces thorns and
thistles, it is rejected and is near to being
cursed, and it ends up with being burned.”
—Heb. 6:7, 8, NW.
With this as a base Paul argued fervent
ly to guard against being swept away by
‘various strange teachings’ and to make
the heart firm instead through God’s ex
pressed undeserved kindness. (Heb. 13:9,
NW) And as for Dr. Steiner’s neurotic
world-beaters, James has this ego-lo.wering
advice: “ Come, now, you who say, ‘Today
or tomorrow we will travel to this city
and will spend a year there, and we will
engage in business and make profits,’
whereas you do not know what your life
will be tomorrow. For you are a mist ap
pearing for a little while and then disap
pearing. . . . now you take pride in your
self-assuming brags. All such taking of
pride is wicked.”— Jas. 4:13-16, NW.
The poverty of true wisdom now grip
ping the world Paul foretold: “ There will
be a period of time when they will not put
up with the healthful teaching, but, in ac
cord with their own desires, they will accu
mulate teachers for themselves to have
their ears tickled, and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, whereas they
will be turned aside to false stories.” So
what should a Christian do? Shun stability
as dangerous and deadly, develop a neuro
sis and contribute to the “ progress” of this
ear-tickling vanity? Not according to Paul:
“ You, though, keep your balance in all
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things, suffer evil, do missionary work,
thoroughly accomplish your ministry.”
—2 Tim. 4:3-5,
NW.
Can any deny that Satan the Devil, the
fallen covering cherub who deserted his
high and trusted office as earth’s overseer
in Eden, introduced immaturity and in
stability to the universe? (Ezek. 28:13-16)
Will the false religious philosophers pre
tend that God backs him up in this? Will
they likewise say divine favor rested on
the conceit of murderer Cain, the rebellion
of Korah, Balaam’s lust for hire that led
him to set a price on his blessings and curs
es, vain Absalom’s vicious treason or Ju
das’ betrayal of Jesus? No, they will not
follow their sophistry this far, not if they
have read the least bit of God’s Word, not
if they have seen Jude’s warning: “ These
are the rocks hidden below water in your
love feasts while they feast with you, shep
herds that feed themselves without con
cern for others; waterless clouds carried
this way and that by winds; trees in
autumn time, but fruitless, having died
twice, having been uprooted; wild waves of
the sea that foam up their own disgraces;
stars with no set course, for which the
blackness of darkness stands reserved for
ever.”—Jude 11-13,
N
Another clergyman present at the con
ference previously mentioned suggested
getting a foothold “ through psychiatry, or
in some other manner” . It is his privilege
to turn to psychiatry just as it is ours to
turn to Jehovah, “ the fountain of life,” and
His Word. (Ps. 36:9) More and more per
sons of good will are doing just that, leav
ing the clergy philosophers alone with
their psychiatry, their neuroses, their un
certainty and instability which they pro
fess to love. Better to leave while the way
is open, for “ blind guides is what they are.
If, then, a blind man guides a blind man,
both will fall into a pit” .— Matt. 15:14, NW.

OT at any time since creation has
Jehovah God left himself without
witnesses. The very existence of the uni
verse, immense, symmetrical, beautiful and
manifesting limitless power, together with
the sunshine, rain and fruitful seasons, all
bear eloquent though mute witness to the
existence of the Supreme Being, Jehovah
God, and help us to appreciate, at least to
an extent, something of his marvelous at
tributes or qualities. “ For his invisible
qualities are clearly seen from the world’s
creation onward, because they are under
stood by the things made, even his eternal
power and Godship.”— Rom. 1:20, NW.
In addition to such witnesses to his su
premacy, Jehovah has ever had human
creatures on earth who, by their course of
action and by speech, gave witness to him
as the Great Sovereign. “ Let all the nations
be gathered together, and let the peoples
be assembled: who among them can de
clare this, and show us former things? let
them bring their witnesses, that they may
be justified; or let them hear, and say, It is
truth. Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah,
and my servant whom I have chosen; that
ye may know and believe me, and under
stand that I am he: before me there was
no God formed, neither shall there be after
me. I, even I, am Jehovah; and besides me

there is no saviour. I have declared,
and I have saved, and I have
showed; and there was no strange
god among you: therefore ye are
my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and I
am God. . . . my people, my chosen,
the people which I formed for my
self, that they might set forth my
praise.” “ Thus saith Jehovah, the
King of Israel, and his Redeemer,
Jehovah of hosts: I am the first,
and I am the last; and besides me
there is no God. Fear ye not, nei
ther be afraid: have I not declared
unto thee of old, and showed it?
and ye are my witnesses. Is there a God
besides me? yea, there is no Rock; I know
not any.”— Isa. 43:9-12, 20, 21; 4 4 :6 , 8 ,
The apostle Paul, at Hebrews 11, enu
merates many of these witnesses: Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses and many others. Then, con
tinuing at Hebrews 12:1, he speaks of them
as “ so great a cloud of witnesses” which
surrounds the Christians. Some would in
terpret Paul’s words to mean that those
faithful men.are witnessing what Christians
are doing, that they are spectators. How
ever, this could not be, for two reasons.
First, those men are still in their graves and
therefore could not be watching Christians.
(Dan. 12:13; John 3:13) And, secondly,
had Paul meant that they were merely
spectators of the Christians he would have
used either the Greek word
mean
ing “ eyewitnesses” , as at Luke 1:2; or he
would have used the word
as at
2 Peter 1:16,
NW,also rendered “ eyewi
nesses” . Instead, he used the word nuxrtyres, which means “ one who bears wit
ness” , as he did at 1 Corinthians 15:15,
where he speaks of those who bore witness
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. See also
1 Timothy 5:19; 6:12; Revelation 11:3.
Nor will it do to say that the references
to Jehovah’s witnesses in Isaiah apply only
517
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to those pre-Christian servants of God.
The apostle Peter quotes Isaiah 43:20, 21
and applies it to Christians, at 1 Peter 2:9
(N W ) : “ You are ‘a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for spe
cial possession, that you should declare
abroad the excellencies’ of the one that
called you out of darkness into his wonder
ful light.” Furthermore, both the apostles
Paul and John quote from Isaiah 44, thus
showing that it has an antitypical mean
ing. Compare Revelation 12:12 and 18:20
with Isaiah 44:23 as to redeeming Israel
from Babylon; and 1 Corinthians 1:20 with
Isaiah 44:25. Clearly, “ all the things that
were written aforetime were written for
our instruction,” and “for a warning to
us upon whom the accomplished ends of
the systems of things have arrived” .
—Rom. 15:4; 1 Cor. 10:11,
CHRIST JESUS SET THE PATTERN

Those who object to the name “ Jehovah’s
witnesses” as applied to Christians and who
argue that thereby Christ is belittled and
Christianity is being ‘de-Christed’ over
look the fact that Jesus himself was a wit
ness of Jehovah. He speaks of himself as
“ the Faithful Witness” and as “ the Amen
. . . the faithful and true witness” . And to
Pilate he said: “ For this purpose I have
been bom and for this purpose I have
come into the world, that I should bear
witness to the truth.” (Rev. 1:5; 3:14;
John 18:37,
NW) The apostle
similar testimony: “ Christ Jesus, who as
a witness made the right public declara
tion in the audience of Pontius Pilate.”
And the prophet Isaiah long ago foretold
that God would give Jesus “for a witness
to the peoples” .— 1 Tim. 6:13, NW ; Isa.
55:4,
AS.
As a faithful witness of Jehovah Jesus
put to the fore the name of Jehovah
throughout his ministry. In the prayer he
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taught his followers the first petition con
cerns his Father’s name: “ Our Father in
the heavens, let your name be sanctified.”
To the unbelieving Jews he said: “ I have
come in the name of my Father, but you
do not receive me; if someone else arrived
in his own name, you would receive that
one.” And at the end of his ministry he
prayed to his Father: “ I have glorified you
on the earth, having finished the work you
have given me to do. i have made your
name manifest to the men you gave me
out of the world.”— Matt. 6:9; John 5:43;
17:4, 6, NW.
Throughout his earthly ministry Jesus
exalted his Father’s name and primarily
bore witness to it. He emphasized that God
Jehovah alone was to be worshiped; that
his Father alone was good; that he himself
did nothing of his own initiative; that his
Father was greater than he. And time and
again he called attention to his Father’s
attributes.—Matt. 4:10; 5:45; Luke 18:19;
John 4:24; 5:19; 14:28.
Nor can it be argued that the name Jeho
vah does not appear in the Septuagint ver
sion of the Hebrew Scriptures, the one
doubtless used by Jesus and his disciples,
and that therefore they were not familiar
with it or did not make use of it. That can
be said only of the later copies of the Sep
tuagint. One of the oldest fragments of the
Septuagint extant today is Inventory 266,
in which the tetragrammaton (the four
Hebrew
Paul
givesletters JHVH standing for the
name Jehovah) appears repeatedly. And
according to Jerome, who translated the
Latin Vulgate, copies of the Septuagint
available in his day contained the divine
name in the form of the tetragrammaton,
which was transliterated instead of being
translated as was the rest of the Hebrew
text.
But even if it did not appear in the “ New
Testament” that would be no argument
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against using it, since the Bible is one book,
c o n s i s t i n g of the Hebrew Scriptures,
wherein the name Jehovah is found 6,823
times, and the Greek Scriptures. Further,
whenever Hebrew scriptures containing
the name Jehovah are quoted in the Chris
tian Greek Scriptures, the name Jehovah
should have been carried over, as was done
by the New World Bible Translation Com
mittee, and not changed as practically all
other translators have done.
However, the name Jehovah
ap
pear in all versions of the “ New Testa
ment” in that Jesus’ own name means
“Jehovah is salvation” or “ Jehovah the
Savior” ; so every time the name Jesus ap
pears we have a reminder of the name Je
hovah. Besides, in Revelation 19:1-7 (AS)
the expression “ Hallelujah” occurs four
times, which literally means “ Praise ye
Jehovah” and is so rendered 23 times in the
Hebrew Scriptures, such as at Psalm
104:35; 105:45; 106:1, 48,
JEHOVAH COMES FIRST

In bearing witness to Jehovah Christ Je
sus set the example which his apostles and
disciples followed. (1 Cor. 11:1; 1 Pet.
2:21, NW) Note how Paul and Barnabas
witnessed to Jehovah God when some of
the pagans began to worship them: “ Men,
why are you doing these things? We also
are human creatures having the same in
firmities as you do, and are declaring the
good news to you, for you to turn from
these vain things to the living God, who
made the heaven and the earth and the
sea and all the things in them.” Paul gave
a like witness to the true God to the Athe
nians on Mars Hill. In fact, the very pur
pose of God’s h a v i n g the good news
preached to the nations was “ to take out
of them a people for his name” .— Acts
14:15-17; 15:14; 17:23-31,
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Even though the Christian Greek Scrip
tures deal largely with the life of Christ
Jesus, they nevertheless give God’s name
first place. Thus we find 1,757 references
to the Son of God, in twelve different
styles, such as Jesus, Christ, Lord, Son of
man, Son of God, etc.; but we find 1,854
references to his Father, Jehovah God, in
the three styles, God, Lord and Father.
And though the gospel or good news is
termed the good news of Christ Jesus, that
does not mean that it is not also the good
news of Jehovah God. It is the gospel of
Christ because it is the good news about
him. But it also is the good news of God
because had not God sent his Son into the
world in the first place, and then raised
him from the dead, there would not have
been any good news to preach. (John 3:16;
1 Cor. 15:15-19) So we find that the “ New
Testament” refers to the good news as be
ing God’s 14 times and as being Christ’s
13 times. It is even as with the Revela
tion, concerning which we read: “The reve
lation by Jesus Christ, which God gave
him.”— Rev. 1:1,
NW.
The Source of all our blessings is greater
than the Channel through which they
come. Paul identifies both for us: “ There
is actually to us one God the Father, out
of whom all things are, and we for him,
and there is one Lord, Jesus Christ,
through whom all things are, and we
through him.” And that is why we are told
that while “ in the name of Jesus every
knee should bend of those in heaven and
those on earth and those under the ground,
and every tongue should openly confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord” , yet all such is
not to have Jesus take the place of God,
but “ to the glory of God the Father” .
(1 Cor. 8 : 6 ; Phil. 2:10, 11,
Yes, the
Christian’s first obligation is to bear wit
ness to Jehovah God.

Apostle
to the Nations
HRIST Jesus on one occasion stated
that he “ was not sent forth to any but
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel” .
However, he did not thus limit his apos
tles, for after his resurrection he told them
that they were to be his witnesses not only
“ in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Sama
ria” but also “ to the most distant part of
the earth” . (Matt. 15:24; Acts 1:8,
The one who pioneered this expansion of
true worship was Paul, the apostle to the
nations, first known as Saul of Tarsus.
Saul was a Hebrew, an Israelite, of the
tribe of Benjamin; a Pharisee, the son of
Pharisees, and bom a Roman citizen. (Acts
22:28; 23:6; Phil. 3:5, NW) Though born
in Tarsus, he received his religious train
ing in Jerusalem at the feet of the noted
scholar Gamaliel. Saul, however, did not
partake of the spirit of tolerance that char
acterized his able instructor; which spirit
enabled Gamaliel, while teaching the tradi
tions of Judaism as well as the law of
Moses, to counsel the Sanhedrin, the su
preme court of his day, to be broad-minded
in their treatment of the followers of
Christ: “ Let them alone; (because, if this
scheme and this work is from men, it will
be overthrown; but if it is from God, you
will not be able to overthrow them;) other
wise, you may perhaps be found fighters
actually against God.”— Acts 5:38, 39;
22:3; Gal. 1:14,
NW.
On the contrary, religious zeal made Saul
entirely oblivious to the danger of his fight
ing against God, even hardening him as re
gards the sufferings of others. Thus as a
young man he could witness with approval

C
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the murder of the first Christian martyr,
Stephen, by a mob.—Acts 7:58-60; 8:1.
In fact, Saul was such a religious zealot
that before long he was taking the lead in
the persecution of Christians. As he him
self later told it: “ Many of the holy ones
I shut up in prisons, as I had received au
thority from the chief priests; and when
they were to be executed, I cast my vote
against them. And by punishing them
many times in all the synagogues I tried
to force them to make a recantation; and
since I was extremely mad against them,
I went so far as to persecuting them even
in outside cities.”— Acts 8:3; 9:1, 2; 26:10,
11,
NW.
SAUL BECOMES A CHRISTIAN

What caused such a bitter persecutor of
Christians to do an about-face and become
a Christian himself? A miracle, which,
while at first blinding him physically,
caused him to see spiritually. This miracle
took place as Saul was on his way to Da
mascus in a campaign against the Chris
tians. “ Suddenly a light from heaven [“be
yond the brilliance of the sun” ] flashed
around him, and he fell to the ground and
heard a voice say to him: ‘Saul, Saul, why
are you persecuting me?’ He said: ‘Who
are you, Sir?’ He said: ‘I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting. Nevertheless, rise and
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enter into the city, and what you must do
will be told you.’ ” Saul rose, but had to
be led into the city, for he was stone blind.
—Acts 9:3-8; 26:13, NW.
For three days Saul neither ate nor
drank. Then the Lord sent one of the dis
ciples, Ananias by name, to Saul; upon
whose visit Saul recovered his sight, was
baptized, received the holy spirit, took
nourishment and gained strength.— Acts
9:9-19, NW.
Had Peter been recognized as the vicar
of Christ certainly Saul would immediately
have visited him at Jerusalem; but no, he
went to Arabia, doubtless to thoroughly
acquaint himself with God’s purposes and
his will for him. Returning to Damascus he
so confounded the Jews by ‘logically prov
ing that Jesus was the Christ’ that finally
the Jews took counsel to do away with
him. Hearing of this, Saul escaped from the
city at night by means of a basket lowered
from a hole in the wall, thus eluding his
enemies who were watching for him at the
city’s gates, day and night. So soon had
Saul the persecutor become Saul the perse
cuted!—Acts 9:20-25; Gal. 1:16, 17,
Arriving at Jerusalem Saul found the
Christians there suspicious until Barnabas
r e a s s u r e d them. In Jerusalem Saul
preached with like telling effect, and so it
was not long before his Jewish opposers in
that city were also plotting against him.
Escaping their clutches Saul went to
Caesarea and then to his native city of
Tarsus, where he preached until Barnabas
looked him up to help out in Antioch. After
about a year in Antioch Saul accompanied
Barnabas to Jerusalem with a relief offer
ing for the brothers there, they being in
need because of a famine. (A.D. 44) Upon
their return to Antioch the holy spirit indi
cated that Barnabas and Saul were to be
set apart for special missionary activity.
—Acts 9:26-30; 11:19-26; 12:25; 13:1-3,
NW.
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PAUL’S MISSIONARY TOURS

Among the high lights of Paul’s first
missionary tour were the following: At
Paphos, on the island of Cyprus, a sorcerer,
Elymas, opposed the witness being given
to the proconsul Sergius Paulus. To demon
strate the superiority of the true God whom
Paul and Barnabas were serving over the
demons, the sorcerer, their instrument, was
stricken with blindness. Astounded by this
display of divine power the proconsul be
came a believer.— Acts 13:4-12, NW.
Traveling by sea and land Paul and Bar
nabas arrived at Antioch of Pisidia (the
record at Acts 13:43 changing from “Bar
nabas and Saul” to “ Paul and Barnabas” ),
where they gave such an effective witness
to the Jews in the synagogue one sabbath
that on the following sabbath nearly all of
the city gathered to hear the word of Jeho
vah. Seeing the people of the nations mani
fest such interest filled the Jews with envy,
who then persecuted Paul and Barnabas,
making it necessary for them to leave. At
their next stop, Iconium, they had the same
experience, and so they came to Lystra.
—Acts 13:13 to 14:7.
At Lystra, because of a miracle that Paul
had performed, the people were ready to
worship Paul and Barnabas. But it was not
long before the fickle populace, influenced
by Jews from Antioch and Iconium, stoned
Paul, dragged him outside the city and left
him for dead. But Jehovah had more work
for his apostle to the nations, and so we read
that “ when the disciples surrounded him,
he rose up and entered into the city” . Be
fore long Paul and Barnabas were retrac
ing their steps and, arriving back at Anti
och, gave a good report to the congregation
there.— Acts 14:8-28, NW.
Between his first and second missionary
tours Paul together with some other broth
ers from Antioch went to Jerusalem to a
meeting of the Christian governing body,
there to ascertain if parts of the law of
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Moses still applied to Christians. Among
the things that that body ruled against
were fornication and the eating of blood.
— Acts 15:1-35.
“ Now after some days Paul said to Bar
nabas: ‘Above all things, let us return and
visit the brothers in every one of the cities
in which we published the word of Jeho
vah to see how they are.’ ” The question
of whether or not to take along John Mark,
who had departed from them at Pamphylia
on their first tour, split the missionary
group, Paul then taking Silas while Barna
bas took John Mark.— Acts 15:36-41.
It was on this second tour, after having
gone over the territory previously covered
in the first tour, that Paul had a vision by
night of a Macedonian beseeching him,
“ Step over into Macedonia and help us.”
Thus the message spread from Asia Minor
to Europe. At Philippi, the chief city of
Macedonia, Paul and Silas were cast into
prison because of having freed a slave girl
from demon control, her owners being in
censed at their loss of gain because the girl
was no longer able to practice the art of
prediction. At midnight the Lord released
them by means of an earthquake, resulting
in the jailer and all his household’s becom
ing Christians. They were able to establish
a congregation in Philippi as also in Thessalonica, their next stop, where their stay
was again cut short because of violent per
secution.— Acts 16:1 to 17:9, NW.
At Beroea, their next stop, Paul and
Silas found many noble-minded Jews with
hearing ears. Learning of this, their ene
mies came from Thessalonica and aroused
opposition, making it necessary for Paul
to leave, who then set sail for Athens. At
Athens Paul made use of every opportu
nity to preach, reasoned in the synagogue
with the Jews and others that worshiped
God and also with whomever he met in the
market places. Certain of the Grecian
philosophers, becoming curious, led Paul
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to the Areopagus, or Mars Hill, where he
had the opportunity to give a public dis
course, telling them of the “ Unknown God”
whom they were worshiping and of the
resurrection. Upon hearing of a resurrec
tion some began to mock; others, however,
became believers.— Acts 17:10-34,
From Athens Paul traveled to Corinth,
where Silas and Timothy joined him. There
he remained for a year and a half and
found much interest even as God assured
him in a vision that no harm would befall
him and that he had “ many people in this
city” . While there Paul wrote his two let
ters to the Thessalonians, his first canon
ical ones. Returning to Antioch Paul con
cluded his second missionary tour, from
A.D. 49 to 51, on which he traveled from
2,500 to 3,000 miles.—Acts 18:1-22.
After spending some time in Antioch
Paul started out on his third missionary
tour, this time alone, although en route he
was joined by Luke and others. On this
tour he largely retraced the route taken
on his second tour, additionally giving a
good witness in the province of Asia. In
the course of his travels he came to Ephe
sus, where he remained three years. There
possibly “ Paul’s general practice was to
work at his trade from sunrise to 11 a.m.,
at which hour Tyrannus had finished his
teaching; then from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. to
preach in the hall, . . . and then lastly
to make a house to house evangelistic can
vass that lasted from 4 p.m. to far in the
night. One wonders when he found time to
eat and sleep.” (
Dailyin Bible
A. E. Bailey) How like full-time pioneer
ministers today who do part-time secular
work to support themselves!
Fearing the effect of Paul’s preaching on
their craft of making silver shrines of
Artemis (Diana), the silversmiths of Ephe
sus gathered a mob and created an uproar
by shouting, “ Great is Artemis of the
Ephesians!” Tactful handling of the situa-
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tion by the city recorder quieted the up
roar and prevented harm from coming to
Paul and his companions. After this Paul
preached in Macedonia and Greece, gave
valuable instructions at Miletus to the older
men of Ephesus who came there for that
purpose, and then he hurried on to Jeru
salem, the tour lasting from A.D. 52 to 56.
During it he wrote his letters to the Ro
mans and to the Corinthians.
PAUL’S PRISON EXPERIENCES

Paul was determined to go to Jerusalem
even though Christian prophets all along
the way foretold that he would suffer bonds
and tribulations there; which prophecies
came true, his enemies involving him in a
riot which resulted in his imprisonment.
But though men could bind Paul they could
not bind the truth, for he continued to give
testimony to it. He gave more than one
effective witness to Governor Felix, who,
according to Josephus, was one of the most
corrupt and oppressive rulers ever sent to
Judea from Rome. Felix hinted a bribe
would be welcome, but Paul refused to buy
his way out. Felix therefore let him remain
in prison at Caesarea, thereby also curry
ing the favor of the Jews. At the end of
two years Felix was replaced by Festus
and the Jews renewed their charges against
Paul. Having designs to make away with
Paul, they pressed Festus to have Paul
transferred to Jerusalem for trial. Paul,
however, stood his ground; he was before
Caesar’s judgment seat where he, as a
Roman, should be judged, and so he ap
pealed to Caesar. After a hearing before
Festus and King Agrippa, arrangements
were made to send Paul, together with
some other prisoners, to Rome.— Acts
21:11 to 26:32,
NW.
En route Paul and those with him suf
fered shipwreck and were stranded on the
isle of Malta. After wintering there several
months they finally got to Rome. There
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Paul was able to hire his own house, al
though he was continually in chains. He
continued to preach, to both Jew and Gen
tile, for two years, A.D. 59 to 61; during
which time he wrote his canonical letters
to the Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians,
to Philemon and to the Hebrews.— Acts
chapters 27 and 28.
It is generally believed that after those
two years Paul was released for a time,
visited Crete with Titus, also possibly
Spain, and made another missionary tour
t h r o u g h Asia Minor, Macedonia and
Greece. During this time he wrote his first
letter to Timothy and his letter to Titus.
Imprisoned again about A.D. 65, he wrote
his final letter, the second to Timothy, and
suffered martyrdom at the hands of Nero
A.D. 66.
PAUL’S CHARACTERISTICS

Paul, above all else, had a keen apprecia
tion of the honor bestowed upon him to be
the apostle to the nations: “ I am grateful
to Christ Jesus our Lord, who delegated
power to me, because he considered me
trustworthy by assigning me to a ministry,
although formerly I was a blasphemer and
a persecutor.” And far from being proud
because of his office, he humbly asked his
brothers to pray for him that he might
have the needed freeness of speech so as
to give a good witness.— Eph. 3 : 8 ; 6:18,19;
1 Tim. 1:12, 13, NW.
Paul was shown such mercy because his
heart was right. “ I was shown mercy, be
cause I was ignorant and acted with a lack
of faith.” (Acts 26:9,10; 1 Tim. 1:13,
And having been favored with the Chris
tian ministry Paul rendered sacred service
with a clean conscience, unselfishly; he was
no peddler of God’s Word. In striking con
trast with those who claim to be his suc
cessors, he did not try to please men, but
only God and Christ.— 2 Cor. 2:17; Gal.
1:10; 2 Tim. 1:3; 3:10, 11,
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Though once a ruthless persecutor of derness, in dangers at sea, in dangers
Christians, now he was as gentle with those among false brothers, in labor and toil, in
whom he taught as a nursing mother with sleepless nights often, in hunger and thirst,
her own children, exhorting and consoling in abstinence from food many times, in
them as a father does his children. (1 Thess. cold and nakedness. Besides those things
2:7, 8 ,11, AW ) Nevertheless he could also of an external kind, there is what rushes in
express righteous indignation, as when he on me from day to day, the anxiety for all
rebuked Peter for his vacillation and those the congregations.” (2 Cor. 11:24-28, AW.
of his countrymen who opposed the truth. See also 1 Corinthians 4:8-13; 2 Corinthians
1:8-11; 4:8; 6:4-10.) Yet Paul, far from
— Acts 28:25-28; Gal. 2:11-14. AW.
Though well educated, Paul did not call grumbling and complaining, stated: “ I have
attention to himself: “ My speech and what learned, in whatever circumstances I am, to
I preached were not with persuasive words be self-sufficient. . . . For all things I have
of wisdom but with a demonstration of the strength by virtue of him who imparts
spirit and power, that your faith might be, power to me.” (Phil. 4:11-13, AW ) He re
not in men’s wisdom, but in God’s power.” joiced that his hardships resulted in spread
(1 Cor. 2:1-5; 2 Cor. 1:12; 1 Thess. 2:3-6, ing the truth.—Phil. 1:12-14.
Paul was greatly rewarded for his faith
AW) Nor did he need to resort to written
l e t t e r s of recommendations. Those to fulness. He was given supernatural visions
whom he brought the truth were living and heard words that it was not lawful for
letters that could be read by all men. man to speak. (2 Cor. 12:1-5) He had the
privilege of writing fourteen of the twenty— 2 Cor. 3:1-3, AW.
Although Paul was politically and reli seven books of the Christian Greek Scrip
giously free, he made himself a slave to tures. His writings are masterpieces of
all that he might gain the most persons to calm reasoning, clear logic. How ably he
Christ. He became all things to people of presents the case for justification by faith
all kinds so that he might by all means in his letter to the Romans! How fully he
save some. (1 Cor. 9:19-23, AW ) When he proves the teaching of the resurrection,
addressed the Jews he used one kind of and in his first letter to the Corinthians
approach. (Acts 13:16-41) When address how well he shows how love works! How
ing superstitious pagans he used another. strikingly he makes clear to the Galatians
(Acts 14:14-17) And when addressing the folly of wanting to return to Moses’
worldly-wise Athenians he used still a dif law! How convincingly he presents the
proofs to the Hebrews that Jesus was in
ferent kind of approach.— Acts 17:22-31.
And what a record of endurance he left deed the Son of God and the Messiah! Truly,
behind! To unreasonable persons who pro though his bodily presence may have been
voked him to boast he said, among other weak, his letters were most powerful.
things: “By Jews I five times received —2 Cor. 10:10.
As Paul faced certain death at the hands
forty strokes less one, three times I was
beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three of Nero he could look back with confidence
times I experienced shipwreck, a night and that he had fought the right kind of fight,
a day I have spent in the deep; in travels and that the heavenly reward assuredly
often, in dangers from rivers, in dangers awaited him. (2 Tim. 4:6-8) What an ex
from highwaymen, in dangers from my ample Paul left for us! How much greater
own race, in dangers from the nations, in would be the witness given if more shared
dangers in the city, in dangers in the wil- his appreciation of the Christian ministry!

rs Witnesses Stand Firm
nk T HAND is a letter written by a
brother who escaped
from Albania a b o u t
two years ago, telling
of the situation there
during the ten years prior to his escape.
It follows.
“In 1939 the Fascists took over and local
laws banned the work of Jehovah’s wit
nesses. However, the work continued with
but few obstacles until June 1940, when a
ministerial decree banned Jehovah’s wit
nesses and confiscated their literature.
Fifteen thousand books, booklets and other
material were confiscated. Nine were ar
rested and given sentences of from one to
three years. By 1944 six others had been
arrested and two were interned in Ger
many, where one died. (From 1946 to 1949,
twenty more were arrested, some of whom
were given five-year sentences.) During
this time work was carried on underground
by means of typewritten sheets and the
few booklets they had been able to hide
from the government. These were loaned
to interested ones with the understanding
that they were to be returned.
“In 1945 efforts were made to revive the
work but not much could be done, because
of lack of printing material. That year
the Communists were too busy to bother
with Jehovah’s witnesses. But in 1946 all
the literature that had been hidden from
the Fascists and the Nazis was seized by
the Communists, who also took all our
equipment, stating that ‘the material you
have belongs to us’. Repeatedly the broth
ers went to the government to get paper
to print the message of the Kingdom. At
last they were forcibly evicted with a
threat of violence if they came again with
their petition. The brother answered them:
‘Jehovah, our God, laid the responsibility
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upon us to inform the
Albanian people con
cerning the divine pur
pose which the people
must hear in this day.
But you are prohibit
ing us from doing this work by refusing us
paper and not allowing us to witness to the
truth the way Jehovah’s witnesses are do
ing all over the world. Now the responsi
bility rests upon you!’
“They answered: ‘Here in Albania, we
are the lords of the land; we will not per
mit you to work for your Theocracy as
your companions are doing in other lands.
If you want to be free for this work go,
if you can, to those lands where you can be
free to work together with your compan
ions. As for us, we are giving you neither
permit nor paper for your printing; we do
not want to bother our heads with you and
Jehovah your God, whom we do not know!’
“ In 1946 a law was passed that all litera
ture that does not have the spirit of Com
munism must be turned over to the govern
ment, and this included the Bible as well
as all Watch Tower publications. The same
year a parliamentary decree forbade all
meetings of Jehovah’s witnesses, their
meeting together in numbers of more than
two or three, and their preaching to the
people.
“ In 1947 the brothers in the capital en
gaged in a campaign with just their Bibles.
They were immediately arrested, their Bi
bles torn, subjected to much torture and
finally released but denied the right to
travel far from their homes without police
permits. This restriction was soon applied
to all Jehovah’s witnesses.
“ In 1949 the police broke up a meeting
of Jehovah’s witnesses, held for the pur
pose of celebrating the Lord’s evening
meal, and ill-treated the brothers. A few
525
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weeks later they arrested the one who had
conducted the meeting, and after torturing
him for many hours the police chief asked
him: ‘Why did you break the law of the
state by gathering together?’ The brother
answered: ‘We are Christians . . . Christ
commanded that we memorialize his death.
We cannot put the law of the state above
the law of God.’ At that the officer slapped
the brother on the cheek, and was prepar
ing to give the brother a beating, when he
noticed that the brother had turned the
other cheek. So he asked, ‘Why have you
turned the other cheek?’ The brother re
plied: ‘I told you we are Christians, and
Christ Jesus commanded us thus.’ At this
the chief replied: ‘Because your Lord thus
commands, I will not obey him by striking
you any more. Get out! I do not want to
see your face here again!’
“ In 1948 a soldier in Tirana came to the
knowledge of the truth, and took off his
weapons. When asked by an officer as to
why he did this, he replied: ‘Until today
I was free to carry those, but from now on
I am on the side of Jehovah God, who for
bids me to carry and worship such em
blems. . . . ’ After much torturing they
sentenced him to five years. Through it
all the brother stood firm.
“ In 1940 there were 50 of Jehovah’s wit
nesses in Albania; in 1949, 71. Four of
these were Mohammedans, two Roman
Catholics, and the rest Greek Catholics.
In comparison with the population of this
country this is very small, and also very
small compared with the number of peo
ple of good will. Three kinds of religion
predominate: M o h a m m e d a n , 700,000;
Greek Orthodox, 300,000; Roman Catholic,
200,000. Some 20,000 speak the Greek lan
guage. The most bitter of the religious
enemies are the Roman Catholic clergy,
then the Greek Orthodox clergy. Moham
medans are more friendly than the others.
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When Jehovah’s witnesses speak to them
they receive them with a smile. Some say:
‘We Albanians are one race, and we all
have one language. Why should religion
divide us, causing enmity among ourselves?
Surely God has not commanded so many
kinds of religion. There should be only one
way of truth.’
“ Voting is compulsory, and because the
brothers have refused to vote they have
been frequently beaten and imprisoned.
The economic situation is very bad, people
are unable to travel even when necessary
for them to do so. The police force is very
big and strong, it controls the words and
movements of every person. It is said that
those in prison and concentration camps
number 50,000, and the treatment they
receive is at times even worse than that
administered by the Nazi Gestapo. More
than 90 per cent do not sympathize with
the Communists.
“ The Communists frequently gather the
people of a locality together where an ora
tor addresses them regarding the Red vic
tories. The people must then shout ‘Long
live . . . !’ Many times Jehovah’s witnesses
are forcibly brought to these meetings.
While the crowd shouts and applauds these
stand erect and say nothing, causing the
crowd to wonder what kind of people these
are and how they dare to take such a stand.
Then the orator or one of his companions
will answer: ‘Let them alone, because they
are those from Jehovah; men in whose
minds has been deeply rooted the old cul
ture of the Bible!’
“ The censorship is very strict within the
country. The brothers have sent reports in
detail to the Society’s headquarters in
Brooklyn; surely they must have been held
up by the censor. They are very zealous
and witness as opportunity affords, while
awaiting the time when Jehovah will once
again open the way for them to bring the
message to the people before Armageddon.”

"Be Transformed by Making Your Mind
OD, in creating man, endowed him
with the faculty of consciousness
known as “ mind".* It is where thought
originates and with it we gather informa
tion, reason things out and reach certain
conclusions. It operates according to a cer
tain law or rule of action. It follows, there
fore, that if the mind is turned toward evil,
it will move ever farther in that direction.
Today the continued bent of men’s minds
is toward evil, a continual bent of thinking
contrary to the will of the Creator. (Isa.
55:8-11, AS) It is even as it was before
the flood of Noah’s day when Jehovah
“ saw that the wickedness of man on the
earth was great, and that the whole bent of
his thinking was never anything but evil” .
— Gen. 6:5, AT.
How did man’s mind get this bent? One
thing we may be sure of, Adam did not
have such a bent of mind when he was
created, for all God’s work is perfect.
(Deut. 32:4) But after he willfully and
selfishly bent his mind away from God and
toward evil he stamped the same inclina
tion upon his offspring. And the one in
strumental in man’s inclining his mind in
the wrong direction in the first place, Sa
tan the Devil, has bent down ever harder
on men to make them lean ever farther
away from God.
The present system of things is based on
such wrong thinking and therefore is
doomed. If we do not want to be destroyed
with it we must change our bent of mind.
We may not flatter ourselves with the
thought that we can change this world. It
is under the full control of Satan the Devil
and to change it we would therefore have
to change him. Can we do that? Of course
not!
How can we change our bent of mind?

G

* For a further consideration of this subject see
October 15, 1951.
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Not by means of psychology, for it also is
bent according to this world. We must go
to God’s Word, the Bible. As the apostle
Paul instructs us: “ Quit being fashioned
after this system of things, but be trans
formed by making your mind over, that
you may prove to yourselves the good and
acceptable and complete will of God.”
(Rom. 12:2,
NW) And we must approach
that Word with unprejudiced and honest
hearts, earnestly and prayerfully studying
it to learn its enlightening truth.
Nor may we leave out the power of God’s
spirit in this matter of transforming our
minds. Only by means of it does the infor
mation in God’s Word really become under
standable to us. (1 Cor. 2:10, 12) Addi
tionally, we need the help of God’s visible
organization even as the Israelites needed
the temple arrangement with its priesthood
and even as the early Christian congrega
tion looked to the governing body at Jeru
salem for help.—Mai. 2:7; Acts 15:1-31.
With God’s Word in our minds and
hearts we really have a new powerful force
working within us helping us to correct
our thinking and to change our lives; thus
putting away the old personality and put
ting on the new personality which is re
newed through accurate knowledge. (Eph.
4:22-24; Col. 3:9-11,
The Bible re
veals God to us and shows us how he acts,
what he thinks and what his principles or
rules of conduct are. By looking at him
through our accurate knowledge of his
Word we can be transformed and can be
come an image of him by reflecting what
he is, imitating him in conduct and thought,
by expressing ourselves like him and by
meeting his requirements of us. Then, re
gardless of external differences of language
or race we will be Christians united in love
for the carrying out of God’s will.

“ Mature people
. . . have their perceptive powers trained t
tinguish both right and wrong.
.press on to m
“ He . . . will increase the products of your righteousness.”
— Heb.
5:lJf-6:l;Cor. 9:10, NW.
AS it ever struck you how much of
the recorded words and writings of
Jesus and his apostles is in the nature of
warning? It would not be a great exagger
ation to say there is a warning on every
page. The warnings are strong and to the
point; nothing mild about them. Apart
from the many addressed to Christendom
and the rest of the world, the warnings
concerning God’s true people come under
various headings. Time and again they are
based on the Hebrew Scriptures, as when
Paul wrote of the recorded misdoings of
Israel: “They were written for a warning
to us upon whom the accomplished ends of
the systems of things have arrived.”
(1 Cor. 10:11, NW) These many warnings
logically imply the need for mature dis
cernment, and we purpose to take up a dis
cussion of some of them.
2Do we hear someone say: I fear this
study will be rather heavy going, but I
suppose it must be viewed as an unfortu
nate necessity? As already pointed out, a
considerable portion of Scripture is com
prised of warnings, and it would certainly
be wrong and displeasing in God’s sight to
label any part of his Word, or the study of
it, as “ unfortunate” . In fact, one of the
chief questions of enjoyable and stimulat-

ing interest and profit is, What does the
Bible reveal as to Jehovah’s powers of per
ception and his attitude regarding evil and
evildoers? Also, what can be said of Christ
in this connection, and what of ourselves?
Having in mind that maturity of discern
ment is particularly necessary and urgent
in this late day, we should be keenly alert
to these God-given warnings, also to our
need for God’s spirit to attain the neces
sary maturity.— Rev. 12:17, NW.
3 Taking up the first question, we ask:
What are Jehovah’s powers of perception
and his attitude regarding evil and evil
doers? Taking a comprehensive view, we
are amazed and awe-struck at the pene
trating discernment possessed and exer
cised by the Most High. The following are
but two examples: “ Jehovah searcheth all
hearts, and understandeth all the imagi
nations of the thoughts.” “ There is not a
creation that is not manifest to his sight,
but all things are naked and openly ex
posed to the eyes of him with whom we
have an accounting.” (1 Chron. 28:9, AS;
Heb. 4:13, NW) No getting away from it,
is there? Especially when we remember
that “ God, who endowed man with mind,
knows how the mind operates . . . [He]
instantly detects the bent of man’s mind
and knows what it will lead to. That is

1. Do warnings occupy a prominent part in Scripture?
and what is thereby implied?
2. How is such a study to be viewed, leading to what
main questions and with what purpose in mind?

3. (a) Do the Scriptures disclose Jehovah’s powers of
perception? (b) On what basis can such powers be seen
to be reasonable?
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why he gives warning to us against the
consequences that are sure to follow.”
(October 15, 1951, Watchtower, p. 619,
If 11 ) The same applies to the spirit crea
tion, including the cherub who was later
known as Satan the Devil. (John 1:3; Col.
1:16, NW) Jehovah knows exactly how
evil operates from its earliest inception.
Nothing too subtle, nothing too crooked in
mind or heart, but that he can read it like
an open book. But, before probing farther
into this particular aspect, let us take up
the next question we promised to consider.
‘ What of Christ’s perception and atti
tude as to evil and evildoers? Not only at
the first advent did he manifest keen dis
cernment of both friend and foe, but much
greater powers are exercised by him at the
second advent. Not merely generally, but
of individuals, as shown by his following
words: “All the congregations will know
that I am he who searches the inmost
thoughts and hearts, and I will give to you
individually according to your deeds.” And
surely the living Word, Christ Jesus, would
not reasonably have lesser powers of per
ception than those credited to the written
Word!—John 1:14; Rev. 2:23; Heb. 4:12;
Luke 9:47; 20:23, NW.
3 Do we not already begin to have
keener appreciation as to why maturity of
discernment is so vital? Let us take timely
warning, realizing we are now in the day
of judgment. (Mai. 3:1-3,
Let us not
be so foolish as to think for a moment we
can deceive, or hide anything in our pri
vate lives or inmost hearts from the One to
whom the Father has committed all judg
ment. Let us honestly and humbly search
our own hearts, for “ if we would discern
what we ourselves are, we would not be
judged. However, when we are judged, we
are disciplined by Jehovah, that we may
4. Is the Bible explicit concerning Christ’s powers of
perception ?
5. What warning and course of action are indicated,
realizing we are in the day of judgment?

529

not become condemned with the world” .
— 1 Cor. 11:31, 32,
N
6We have not yet said anything on the
question of the attitude toward evil and
evildoers on the part of Jehovah and his be
loved Son. The scripture we wish to refer
to particularly is addressed to the Son, but
it also reveals the heavenly Father’s atti
tude on the same question. We quote from
Hebrews 1:9 (NW ), which, in turn, is a
quotation from Psalm 45:7: “ You loved
righteousness and hated lawlessness. That
is why God, your God, anointed you with
the oil of great joy more so than your part
ners.” This expression ‘you hated lawless
ness’ gives, not only a straight answer to
our question, but a mature one. It presents
both sides of the matter, hence a complete
ly balanced conception, true and strong, of
Christ’s own mature attitude of mind and
heart toward both righteousness and law
lessness, and which gained for him un
qualified approval and a reward above all
others.
7 See how this becomes an invaluable
guide individually. It is of little use, your
saying and claiming to have a hatred of
all lawlessness, unless at the same time you
give practical evidence of an equally in
atense love for righteousness, God’s right
eous cause and sacred service. Do you?
On the other hand, it is of little use, your
saying and claiming to have a love for
righteousness, if at the same time you con
done or indulge in something contrary to
God’s law according to the high standard
given by Jesus at Matthew 5:21-28 (NW).
We are encouraged to press on toward this
same maturity in our attitude by consider
ing closely and looking intently at the Lead
er and Perfecter of our faith, who, for the
great joy set before him, endured so much
6. Does Scripture clearly reveal the attitude of the
higher powers toward evil, and how can the answer be
said to be a mature one?
7. (a) Appreciation of such mature answer gives what
practical guidance? (b) How are we encouraged to strive
for such maturity, and to what end?
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in manifesting his burning love for right spirit, . . . and in no respect being fright
eousness and intense hatred of lawlessness. ened by your opponents” ?—Phil. 1:27, 28,
And with what benefit to ourselves? “ That NW.
9Yes, you say, that sounds fine, but I
you may not get tired and give out in your
could
never hope to attain to any such
souls.” That is one of the most valued
standard
of maturity as just described. My
blessings maturity brings, namely, stead
circumstances
are so against me: so little
fastness and dependability.—Heb. 12:1-3,
time
for
study
and so backward through
NW.
8
It seems appropriate right here to sumnot having bothered much about my edu
marize the points covered, showing what cation when a child (or having had none at
maturity consists of and why it is so desir all). Even reading is burdensome to me.
able and how it is gained. This would ap We reply: Never mind, though you feel
pear to run as follows: In view of the great you are away behind all the others. Actu
emphasis laid on both loving righteousness ally, there are many in the same boat. In
and hating lawlessness, it therefore be deed, we are all in the same boat, with al
comes essential to have an accurate under ways much to learn and further progress
standing and heart appreciation of what possible. Little good is accomplished by
comprises these two great opposites. In moaning over the past. It tends to foster a
Scriptural language, it is vitally important negative outlook and to cause one to make
to have “ the spirit of wisdom and of reve excuses for oneself. Why not adopt the
lation in the accurate knowledge of him, more healthy attitude, as before expressed:
the eyes of your heart having been enlight “ Forgetting the things behind and stretch
ened” . And we must have “ perceptive pow ing forward to the things ahead, . . . to
ers trained to distinguish both right [right what extent we have [already] made prog
eousness] and wrong [lawlessness]” . (Eph. ress, let us go on walking orderly in this
1:17, 18; Heb. 5:14, NW) In other words, same routine” ? (Phil. 3:13-16, NW) Yes,
maturity means having a true and strong keep making progress in the truth in the
balance of understanding and appreciation. way you have already been taught and
To illustrate (similar to Hebrews 5:11-14), helped by the Lord’s organization and its
take the case of a young child in contrast servants, even though but a step at a time.
with a full-grown, mature man. The child, Sticking to “ this same routine” does not
though young, can show true balance by mean getting “ in a rut” of despair, but it
standing perfectly upright, but he does not means “ walking orderly” by constantly
possess a strong balance, does he? Why, training our powers of perception through
even a sudden gust of wind is enough to reading and study, both privately and with
make him wabble. (Eph. 4:14) But look others, by ‘pondering over these things and
at that man who has weathered many a being absorbed in them and staying by
storm, how he stands like a rock with his them’, asking continually for Jehovah’s
feet planted firmly apart, maintaining a help and spirit, and by one other means yet
true and strong balance, and able, further to be mentioned.— 1 Tim. 4:15,16, NW.
more, to keep perfect balance walking
THE MARKINGS OF EVIL
steadily along a straight line. Is that now
10 As a further aid in gaining maturity
how we should “ behave in a manner worthy
of the good news . . . standing firm in one 9. What is the Scriptural answer to objections raised
8. Of what does maturity consist, and how can this be
illustrated ?

to making progress?
10. (a) Is information given as to exactly how evil be
gan to operate? (b) How were heart and mind affected?
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of discernment let us consider what the selfish, wicked motivating force that took
Scriptures teach as to how evil operates, root in Satan’s proud and rebellious heart,
even from its earliest inception. This will even to the desperate pitch of declaring: “ I
help us to be on watch and resist such be will make myself like [match, Bo] the
ginnings in ourselves, besides learning how Most High.” How utterly corrupt, selfish
to recognize its markings wherever found. and proud, in mind and heart, and how
Jehovah has kindly revealed in his Word woefully he deceived himself! The covering
precisely how unrighteousness began and cherub in Eden was too bright and too big
was first found in that first rebel and fa in his own eyes. These are some of the
ther of lies, Satan the Devil. (John 8:44; markings on that “ original serpent” . (Rev.
1 John 3:8, NW) Notice the plain language 12:9, NW) Though the design varies in de
addressed to him as the “ covering cherub” : tail on different ones of his brood, yet the
“ Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the pattern remains pretty much the same:
day that thou wast created, till unright pride, presumption, selfish lust, and, in
eousness was found in thee. . . . Thy heart variably, flattery and smooth talk, lies,
was lifted up because of thy beauty; thou hatred, murder, and always a corrupt
hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of mind. (Rom. 16:17, 18, NW) It is the lat
ter(Ezek.
that calls for mature discernment on
thy brightness [splendor,
TB
A
o ].”
our
part; so let us probe a little farther.
28:15, 17,
AS)Note that both heart and
mind were involved. The heart is the
12 For our protection, let us heed the ap
seat of the affections and of devotion, the peal and warning at Romans 12:1-3 (NW),
motivating power. For a creature to main where, after giving counsel to those who
tain perfection means loving and unselfish have dedicated themselves to Jehovah, the
devotion to Jehovah, such as was exempli apostle warns each one “ not to think more
fied by Jesus. But the “ covering cherub” of himself than it is necessary to think;
deliberately turned his devotion inward to but to think so as to have a sound mind".
himself and his heart became “ puffed up To what end? “ In order that you may not
with pride” (AT). The mind is the seat be puffed up.” (1 Cor. 4:6, NW) But, apart
of wisdom, the reasoning powers. Most in from ourselves, observe how the same
teresting is it to note that his wisdom be apostle puts us on guard concerning others
came corrupted (“ ruined,” AT). In other by tracing the trail of corruption started
words, he could no longer reason straight by the “ original serpent” , saying: “ I am
and reach true and accurate conclusions. afraid that somehow, as the serpent se
He himself, though, could not appreciate duced Eve by its craftiness, your minds
that. One of the most important things to might be corrupted away from the sincer
realize is this, that sin is so deceptive in ity and the chastity that are due the
its influence. It blinds and darkens the Christ.” (2 Cor. 11:3, NW) Read for your
mind. The natural outworking of its oper self at Second Corinthians 11:12-15 (NW)
ation is to cause wicked men to “ advance what kind of men he was warning against;
from bad to worse, misleading and being men who craftily transformed themselves
into ministers of righteousness, with ex
misled” .— 2 Tim. 3:13, NW.
actly
the same pose as Satan adopted when
“ Further, at Isaiah 14:13, 14 (AS) we
he
approached
Eve. Many in Corinth must
are told exactly of the blind reasoning and
have been very immature, for he says that,
11. What further information is given at Isaiah 14:13,
14, and what are the distinguishing markings of the
“original serpent” ?

12. How is God’s Word helpful in its warnings respect
ing a corrupt mind?
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when such a false apostle came to them, ject to examination by any human crea
“ you easily put up with him.” (2 Cor. ture. Yet, at the same time, by the aid of
God’s spirit, we ourselves are free to look
11:4,
NW) They lacked a true and strong
balance, and were not yet firm and stead into and examine all things.— Heb. 4:12;
fast, like Jesus, “ the same yesterday and Eph. 6:17; 1 Cor. 4:4; 2:15,
today, and forever.” Hence the appropriate
15 If convenient and you are reading this
warning which follows: “ Do not be carried privately, we suggest that at this point you
away with various and strange teachings; read through Psalm 139 ( AS) ; for, in far
for it is right for the heart to be given more beautiful and graphic phrase, it
firmness.”— Heb. 13:8, 9, NW.
gives a grand summary of our study in
13 Do not make the mistake of thinking all its phases of perception and attitude,
that once you have come into the truth and spreading out like a silken cloth of gold,
obtained a clear knowledge of it, nothing worked with a completely balanced pat
can shift you or deceive you. The light of tern of silver threads of truth, shot with
truth is continually increasing, as promised threads of warning red. In verses 1 to 6
(Prov. 4:18, AS), and that in itself is a it tells how thoroughly Jehovah searches
test of your real heart attitude, your hu and perceives all things concerning his
mility and willingness to learn; a test over servant’s thoughts and words and ways.
which many have stumbled. Remember, Then, in contrast, after describing how
it is not so much a knowledge of the truth Jehovah wonderfully forms and brings
in your head that will save you as it is forth his servant from the womb (similar
“ the love of the
tru
in your
heart. 44:2, etc.), he tells in verses 17
to Isaiah
—2 Thess. 2:10, NW.
and 18 how that servant himself is greatly
privileged to search into and perceive
ANOTHER AID
God’s own thoughts: “How precious are
11
May we draw your attention to onethy thoughts to me, O God! How great the
other thing to aid in attaining a balanced sum of them! Were I to count them— they
conception, that you may be completely would outnumber the sands! Were I to
equipped for every good work. Not only come to the end of them, my life-span
are those in the Lord’s organization subject must be like thine!” (AT) Appreciation of
to the penetrating scrutiny of that living, God’s thoughts stirs the servant to indig
powerful, sharp and piercing “word of nation against God’s enemies who take his
God” , but we are also possessors of it. It is name in vain, and he boldly declares his
given us for our use in theocratic warfare, attitude against them: “ I hate them with
to become masters of it in expert handling, perfect hatred: they are become mine ene
our one offensive fighting weapon, “ the mies.” Then, finally, in complete confidence
sword of the spirit.” Do you not agree this in the God of infinite perception and loving
is a further call for maturity of discern kindness, the servant prays: “ Search me,
ment? Really, we enjoy a unique and very O God, and know my heart: try me, and
favored position. We are under constant know my thoughts; and see if there be any
examination by Jehovah, though not sub- wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting.”— Ps. 139:22-24, AS.
13. Is it safe to conclude nothing can cause one to lose
a knowledge of the truth when once gained?
14. In what respects are we both subject to and yet
possessors of powerful forces of discernment?

15. How are the different aspects of our study well
summarized at Psalm 139?

MATURITY
ESSENTIAL
W

TO 'ncrease

HEN
discussing in our pre
vious study (H 9 ) the various ways in
which we can make progress toward maturity, you will remember we said there
was “one other means yet to be men
tioned” . What is that? Sacred service. To
make progress in most subjects involves
both theory and practice. We now wish to
stress the latter, practice, and especially
the need for increase in the quality of our
service. In other words, increase in growth;
for it is possible to make increase and yet
not grow. Some aspects of our subject
above apply to the organization as a whole,
or each company of the Lord’s people col
lectively. But at all times we have in mind
the application and appeal to you individu
ally, whether you are an old and regular
reader of The Watchtower or quite a new
one. Yes, to you, holding and reading this
magazine, we want to talk to you as a
friend, face to face.
2On looking into God’s Word we find
this subject is covered by three main illus
trations, or figures of speech, namely:
( 1 ) a building, either city or temple,
(2) the human body, and (3) the natural
growth from a seed to a plant or tree,
bearing fruit. We do not propose to deal
with these separately in turn, but rather
to see how there are certain common fac
tors emphasized in each and to see which
ones are of vital importance.

that of purpose. Why does God cause a
temple, or a city, to be built? The apostle
Peter answers this question for us. After
mentioning both the temple built up of liv
ing stones, and also making a quotation
concerning the holy city, Zion, he goes on
to identify the true believers who have
‘the precious estimation’ as to why they
have been brought into God’s city and
God’s temple, namely, to be “ ‘a people for
special possession, that you should declare
abroad the excellencies’ of the one that
called you out of darkness into his wonder
ful light” . Do not miss out on God’s pur
pose respecting you. Though you may be
the youngest in the family of those who
have dedicated themselves to Jehovah to
do his will, we want to see you as a ‘new
born infant’ “ grow to salvation” , to reach
maturity, completeness of growth and de
velopment. The two-sided main require
ment for such growth applies to the heart
and mouth and is very plainly expressed
thus: “With the heart one exercises faith
for righteousness, but with the mouth one
makes public declaration for salvation.”
— 1 Pet. 2:2, 7, 9; Rom. 10:10, NW.
4Again, why does God cause seed to be
sown, or a vine or trees to be planted? The
answer is the same in each instance— to

1. In what particular respects is progress toward ma
turity necessary?
2. Under what three illustrations is the subject dis
cussed?

3. With what purpose in view does God build his temple
and city?
4. How is God’s purpose for his people illustrated by
the vine?
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obtain fruitage to his praise. (Isa. 61:3, part of the earth.” Today, that means the
AS) That is the purpose. Jesus’ words are witness respecting the enthroned King and
straight to the point, using the illustra his kingdom, as Jesus foretold.— John
tion of the vine: “ Every branch in me not 15:16, 27; Acts 1 : 8 ; Matt. 24:14, NW.
6Additionally and inseparably linked
bearing fruit he takes away, and every
one bearing fruit he cleans, that it may with bearing witness is the result, namely,
bear more fruit.” Make no mistake! The the increase in the number of those who
heavenly Father, as owner and cultivator, respond and also become disciples. That
looks for and expects fruit, then more is all part of the fruitage, the ingathering
fruit; for, said Jesus, “ My Father is glori of believers into the organization, just as
fied in this, that you
bearing much established believers were the fruitage of
fruit and [thus] prove yourselves my dis the apostle’s labors.—2 Cor. 3:1-3. Also
ciples.” (John 15:2, 8 ,
That is to say, compare Acts 1 :8 and Matthew 28:19, NW.
continual increase as a result of mature
SECOND FACTOR
growth. This is not an unreasonable ex
7 The second of these common factors is
pectation, for the Father graciously makes
every provision through his Word, and that of unity and co-operation under the
through his organization, and by the aid head. This is most emphatic. Take the pic
of his spirit, for such to be accomplished. ture of God’s city, Zion or Jerusalem, and
Do not get in a panic because you have only see what Psalm 122 has to say respecting
just come to a knowledge of these things. this. It is “ a city that is compact together” ,
God is not impatient. He is like the farmer “ a true city all joined together as one.” ( )
who “keeps waiting for the precious fruit Because Jehovah’s house, the temple, is
of the earth, exercising patience over it therein, it is the center of united worship.
. . . You, too, exercise patience; make your It is also the governing center for the whole
hearts firm” .— Jas. 5:7, 8 , NW.
nation, with its throne of judgment and of
5 But, you may ask, what kind of fruitthe reigning King. It is not a silent city;
does Jehovah expect and require? Many it resounds with praise and thanksgiving.
religious sects, both Christian and non- Jehovah’s people flock to it for that very
Christian, teach that good living and de purpose. This is the strong bond that unites
velopment of character, evidenced by pa all true Israelites, both the “ brethren” (the
tience, kindness, etc., are the fruitage of spiritual house) and their “companions” ,
godly devotion. Do not be deceived. Let us their “friends” (.Ro), constraining all to
see how Jesus himself answered the ques continually seek and pray for its peace and
tion. After speaking of the vine, he ex prosperity, knowing “ they shall prosper
plained to his disciples (and to us) how who love thee” .
he had brought them into a very close
8What a grand picture Psalm 122 gives
relationship as friends and had appointed of Jehovah’s kingdom organization under
them to “ keep bearing fruit” . Finally he its reigning king and judge and priest,
defines exactly what he means by bearing Christ Jesus, and of Jehovah’s people serv
fruit: “ You, in turn [after receiving the ing under its direction! Do you see yourself
spirit], are to bear
H
it e later
w
conpicture? Do you have the same feel
in that
firmed this when he said: “ You will be ings and viewpoint of the company of Jewitnesses of me . . . to the most distant
5, 6. (a) What kind of fruit does Jehovah expect and
require? (b) Is there a further aspect to fruitage dis
closed in Scripture?

7. How does Psalm 122 highlight the importance of
unity and co-operation?
8. In what way does this Psalm give guidance in per
sonal matters in the life of the company?
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hovah’s witnesses with whom you are as
sociated as David did of that beloved city?
Are you seeking to play your part in pub
licizing Jehovah’s name in the spirit of
thanksgiving, never doing anything to mar
the company’s peace and unity, but always
seeking its prosperity and increase? Or do
you, though long enough in the truth to
know better, hold an undying grudge
against someone in the company who, in
the ancient past, did you some injury,
which has never been cleared up (perhaps
through wounded pride on both sides) ? If,
however, that person continues to be a
member of the company, attending the
meetings and sharing in the witness work,
then, for the sake of peace and unity in
that company, you should sincerely accept
that person as a fellow member. Leave his
judgment with the Lord. We are not asking
you to make a special friend of that one,
but we do say you should not adopt an atti
tude of perpetual disfellowship personally,
unless the company as a whole does so. Are
you not yourself an undeserving recipient
of mercy and long-suffering? Your own
prosperity and growth to maturity in Jeho
vah’s service and favor depend on your
love for him and his organization and all
keeping within its bounds.— Ps. 122:6;
Heb. 12:15; 1 John 4:7, 20, 21,
9Pay close attention to Zion. Note how
it operates, imbibe its spirit, appreciate
its strength; first, for your own benefit as
an aid to maturity in quality of service,
also that you may be enthused and equipped
to “ tell the next generation” .— Ps. 48:1214,
AT.
10Again, take the picture of the human
body, the basis of Paul’s remarks at Ephe
sians 4:11-16 (NW). It tells of the organi
zation started in infancy in his day and
9. What points regarding Zion are stressed at Psalm
48:12-14?
10. (a) How is the organization aptly illustrated at
Ephesians 4:11-16? (b) In its application, what is
worthy of special note?
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now reaching its maturity, enlarged, but
with the same central core composed of
those Christians anointed with God’s spirit.
What a marvelous picture of unity and
smooth co-operation, commented on before
in these columns, but bearing repetition!
Take the simple act of eating. The eye sees
a choice morsel on the table. Out goes the
arm, guiding the hand unerringly, the fin
gers delicately grasp that morsel without
injuring it, up comes the forearm like a
finely poised crane working from the elbow,
and then, just in the nick of time, the
mouth opens and it is a bull’s-eye every
time! That is how the organization as a
whole works. Is that how your company
works? What is the secret? The apostle
answers: “All the body, by being harmoni
ously joined together and being made to
cooperate through every joint which gives
what is needed, according to the function
ing of each respective m em ber,. . . makes
for the growth of the body for the building
up of itself in love.” (Eph. 4:16, NW) Do
not worry how other parts of the body are
joined together and what directions are
given them. That is the business of the
head. Your responsibility is to appreciate
your own position, your own assignment in
the local company, or Bethel home, or mis
sionary home. Even those physically iso
lated, or behind some “ iron curtain” , are
still part of the organization, tied in by in
visible, or perhaps underground, “joints
and ligaments.”— Col. 2:19, NW.
11 Whether a small “ joint” in the local
“ body” , such as an appointed servant or
group leader (sar, chief one or “ prince” ),
or whether having no special responsibil
ity, nevertheless “ each respective member”
has its function. In the human body, every
member, every cell, has its part to play
toward the smooth working and growth of
the body, not only to receive nutriment and
11. On what practical aspects should we question our
selves, based on this illustration?
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direction, but to pass on and supply some
thing for the benefit of its fellow members.
How do you figure out in that respect? Are
you constantly receiving, but never passing
on? Always needing to be helped out into
the witness work, and never progressing
far enough to help show someone else how
to do it? (Heb. 5:12,
Have you
dropped into a static routine of regularly
attending the meetings, but never opening
your mouth, though well able to do so? Or
are you a live member, seeking always to
make progress yourself by doing at least
something to help in the progress and
steady growth of those with whom you are
associated? That means walking orderly
in the progressive routine prescribed for
the body under direction of its head, Christ
Jesus, supporting all its regular activities.
12 Note, too, the spirit in which this is
to be done. “ Let us by love grow up in all
things,” in unselfish devotion and unbreak
able attachment to the organization, be
cause it is the Lord’s. It is not a human
organization. It is spiritual, ‘one body and
one spirit,’ and you should view the whole
arrangement and those in it accordingly.
Do not view your brothers “ according to
the flesh” . It only leads to trouble. You will
be partial, favoring and limiting your fel
lowship to those who appeal to you, and
ignoring and ready to criticize the others.
For the sake of the unity of the body, sub
ordinate the personal viewpoint to that of
the organization in the spirit of keen ap
preciation of the great privilege of part
nership therein. So, enlarge your heart and
widen out your acquaintance with your
brothers, as Paul had to tell the Corinthi
ans.— Eph. 4:3, 4,15; 2 Cor. 5:16; 6:11-13,
NW.
13 Do you want to grow to maturity and
make increase in the quality of your serv12. By what pattern and spirit does the organization
grow, and how should this affect us?
13. The foregoing illustrations stress what particular
need?

B rooklyn, N. Y .

ice? We are sure you do. Can you not see,
then, from these two Scriptural illustra
tions of the city and the human body how
vitally important it is to appreciate the
Lord’s organization, what it means and
how it works? And appreciate not only in
theory, but in practice, by living up to its
standards and sharing in its activities?
The King and Head, Christ Jesus, supplies
all the needed help for our growth to ma
turity in Kingdom service, but we can only
tap the source of that needed help by keep
ing in close union with the theocratic or
ganization built up under him.
14This year much attention is being paid
to the need for growing to maturity in
sacred service, the “ training of the holy
ones for ministerial work” , in behalf of
those young in the truth, also others much
older in the truth who yet somehow need
much help, besides the many only just be
ginning to show interest. It is a great priv
ilege to share in the witness work, still
more to have a part in the ministerial work
of helping to train others. Take full ad
vantage, therefore, of every arrangement
made by the Society, the visible instrument
used by the organization, in all the differ
ent kinds of meetings provided for, also its
various publications, besides the helping
hand held out by its many appointed serv
ants to assist in a practical way in actual
field service. In that way, not only will you
become firmly established as a regular
and zealous publisher of the Kingdom mes
sage, but, like the organization itself, you
will make continual progress toward the
fullness of growth that belongs to matu
rity.— Eph. 4:12,
NW.
15 That means, in practice, not only mak
ing increase in the amount of time spent
in the witness work, putting in more hours,
but putting more into those hours in the
way of better quality of service. It means
14, 15. (a) Is there a special ministry in addition to
bearing witness, and how can it be fulfilled? (b) What
does this mean in practice?
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giving a more effective, telling witness, ac “ you can do [produce] nothing at all.”
cording to the varying needs of each in — Col. 2:18,19; John 15:5, NW.
dividual. This requires maturity of discern
THIRD FACTOR
ment on the part of the individual witness,
17 The third and final common factor for
but it is more pleasing in Jehovah’s sight
and of much greater assistance to the lis discussion is that of increase and
tener, possibly one of the “ other sheep” . already touched on to some extent. In
Besides, you will find the work more inter crease is one of the grand themes of the
esting and fruitful, and you will “ become Bible, from Genesis, chapter one, onward.
steadfast, unmovable, always having plenty Let us look at it for a moment from Zion’s
to do in the work of the Lord, knowing aspect.
that your labor is not in vain in connection
18 We start with Isaiah’s prophecy de
with the Lord” .— 1 Cor. 15:58,
claring that from the time the burden of
16
“ Let no man deprive you” by sidethe New World government is laid upon
tracking your attention and devotion and the shoulder of the Prince of Peace, en
service from the one organization. Paul throned in heavenly Zion in 1914 (A.D.),
had to sharply warn of that in his day. “ of the increase of his government, and of
there will
(1 Cor. 1:10-13,
NW) Aspeace,
he argues
at be no end” . Further, the
Galatians 3:16, 29 (NW), there is but the whole nation of Jehovah’s people shares in
one ‘seed, who is Christ’, including those that increase: “ Thou hast multiplied the
under him who “ belong to Christ” , sharing nation, thou hast increased its joy.” It also
in the same heavenly hope; members of foretells that when Zion is restored to
which class today form the visible govern God’s favor he makes a covenant promis
ing body of Jehovah’s witnesses. Yes, there ing to supply that kingdom organization all
is only the one spiritual “ body” of the the vital equipment needed: “ My spirit
Christ, only the one true vine, only the one which is upon you, and my words which I
mount, Zion, catching and reflecting Jeho have put in your mouth, shall not depart
vah’s glory. That means only the one “ com . . . ‘from henceforth, even forever’.” With
pany” publishing acceptably the word giv what result? Jehovah’s glory is seen upon
en by the Lord, as foretold at Psalm 68 :11. his organization like the early morning
These also rejoice to see fulfilled the in rays of the sun brightly reflected from that
spired word of verse 6 of that Psalm: “ God hilltop city. This attracts the attention of
brings home the desolate; he leads prison all lovers of righteousness and, as we are
now experiencing, they come flocking in
ers forth into prosperity; only the rebel
like a cloud of homing doves. Zion is told:
lious dwell in a parched land.”
Exer
“ Lift up your eyes round about, and see!
cise mature discernment, therefore, and All of them gather, they come to you . . .
do not be deceived by anyone who is When you see it, you shall be radiant, and
“puffed up without proper cause by his your heart shall throb and swell.”— Isa.
fleshly frame of mind” . But, by glad and 9:3, 6, 7; 59:21; 60:1, 4, 5, 8 , AT.
willing co-operation with his body of de
19 The initial and miniature fulfillment of
voted people, go on “ growing with the many of these prophecies in the days of
growth which God gives” , “ holding fast to the early church is a stirring stimulant to
the head,” for “ apart from me” , said Jesus, 17, 18. In what ways does Isaiah’s prophecy give promi
16. The fact of only one “ seed", one body, one vine,
one city, drives home what vital warning?

nence and encouragement respecting Zion’s increase?
19, 20. What characteristics marked the increase of the
early church, and how should this affect us?
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faith and expectation for these days of the
major and final fulfillment. See the sudden
jump into life and activity experienced
by that little company of about 120 at
Jerusalem, after receiving the vital equip
ment of the holy spirit on the day of Pente
cost. Three thousand the first day! Shortly
after, the “number of the men became
about five thousand” . A little later: “ Be
lievers in the Lord kept on being added,
multitudes both of men and of women.”
How their hearts must have swelled with
gratitude! Still better: “The word of God
went on growing [increase of equipment],
and the number of the disciples kept multi
plying in Jerusalem very much, and [think
of it!] a great crowd of priests began to
be obedient to the faith.” How their hearts
must have throbbed with excitement! Well,
would not yours if you saw a row of priests
sitting at the back of your Kingdom Hall,
responding to the truth? They did not
measure their growth by monthly reports,
but: “ The congregations continued to be
made firm in the faith [growing to ma
turity] and to increase in number from
day to day.” — Acts 2:41; 4:4; 5:14; 6:7;
16:5,
NW.
20We know, as Acts, chapter 8 , shows,
that persecution only served to bring in in
crease on a still wider scale; but this does
not justify the opinion sometimes glibly ex
pressed that violent opposition is indispen
sable to increase. Read for yourself the
record at Acts 9:31,
21 We have by no means exhausted the
subject; but, as we near the conclusion of
this series of articles, there are some final
points we wish to make. As just seen, the
picture outlined by prophecy concerning
Zion well illustrates increase in numbers.
The illustration of the human body, how
ever, is a picture of growth to maturity,
rather than numerical increase. A full21. Is there a noteworthy distinction between growth
and Increase?

B rooklyn, N .

Y.

grown man has but ten fingers and ten
toes, the same as an infant. They have
grown, or developed; that is all. But it is
this growth to maturity that we have
uppermost in mind, because we feel that it
is the greatest need right now as we look
over the situation world-wide. In what re
spects? (Individual reader, are you taking
note of these points to see how they apply
to yourself?)
22 We feel there are many, too many,
who seem to be content with just being in
the truth, rejoicing in the comfort and
hope it brings and in the fellowship of the
New World society. Yes, it is indeed like
living in another world. To all such we say
there is need of three things: (1) Not only
to read this and others of the Society’s pub
lications, but to get down to a diligent
study of the Scriptures with their aid.
After all, this is their main purpose, espe
cially the purpose of this journal. (2) Not
only to regularly attend the meetings (and
reports show some do not do this, even
when easily possible), but to ask yourself,
What practical contribution am I making
at those meetings to help both myself and
others to build up in knowledge and under
standing and to stir up appreciation to the
point of taking action and to assist in
training for ministerial work? (3) Not
only to engage in the witness work just
sufficiently to be recognized as a Kingdom
publisher, a silent witness maybe with
magazines or leaflets; but to ask yourself,
am I helping myself and others to make
progress in the Lord’s work? Not merely
saying when results are lacking, Ah well,
I’ve done my best; but asking, How can I
improve in the quality of my service? Am
I so strong in faith and stirred with appre
ciation that I am determined to stick to
the work through thick and thin, and “ to
22. What particular need is seen today In regard to
(1) study, (2) meetings and (3) the witness work?
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bear thorough witness to the good news of he had made, and, behold, it was very
the undeserved kindness of God” ?—Acts good.”— Gen. 1:11, 20, 22, 28, 31.
25What a delight and pleasure it must be
20:24,
NW.See also 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
to
really create something! (Far superior
and 1 Timothy 4:16, NW.
23Get this clear. Spiritual growth is not to man’s efforts in improving on some pre
automatic. It cannot be taken for granted vious design, or model, and calling it a
that increase of knowledge will lead to in “ creation” .) God could, of course, have re
crease of zeal and ability in sacred service. served to himself the right and privilege
There are too many adverse influences of directly creating every living thing. But,
both within the imperfect flesh and from instead, he originated that most ingenious
without. It does not compare with physical and marvelous arrangement of dividing
growth, which mostly takes place without each species into male and female whereby
conscious effort. Neither can we make you the creatures themselves could have the
grow to maturity. You cannot even make inexpressible joy of reproducing each after
yourself grow. It is God who ‘keeps making their kind, in obedience to laws of opera
it grow’, and, looking at ourselves, we are tion laid down by their Creator. Laws,
forced to admit, ‘just how, we do not know.’ infinite in variety, yet conforming to gen
(1 Cor. 3:5-9; Mark 4:27,
It is cer eral fixed principles, even down to plant
tainly not due to any credit we can claim. life. (Surely one of the simplest, overriding
This does not mean we have no part there arguments against the evolution theory,
in. We do, and a vital one at that, as we for how could the conception of such a de
have been discussing. We need patience, vice and provision be credited to other than
determination and encouragement. And in a master mind of designing and intelligent
case anyone feels that this continual urge genius.) What was the secret of the ar
to increase and make progress is hardly rangement? It is found in that word:
justified and indicates a restless never- “ Whose seed is in itself.” Hence the strong
satisfied attitude, let us consider our final desire, nay, the restless urge, divinely im
planted in the creature to increase and
illustration. It is based on Scripture.
multiply. God made but the one start, the
“ WHOSE SEED IS IN ITSELF”
one planting, in each case, then gave the
24 Turn to Genesis, chapter one. We readcommand to be fruitful and multiply and
at verse 11 that on the third creative day bring forth abundantly. Abundantly? “ ProGod said: “ Let the earth bring forth lifically” would seem to be the better word,
grass,” and other forms of vegetation, looking at the provision made in almost
plant life and trees; but note the expres every instance.
sion: “ Whose seed is in
Then it tells
26 See how this applies as a fitting illus
of the creation of higher forms of life, and tration for our encouragement. The great
finally the crowning act of making man in majority of our readers are associated with
God’s image, and in these instances we some company of Jehovah’s witnesses. You
read: “And God blessed them, and God have your meeting place in Kingdom Hall
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply or missionary home or private home and,
[bring forth abundantly], and replenish generally hanging up somewhere, a map
the earth.” “ And God saw every thing that of the area for which your company is re
sponsible. Visualize that area, whether city
23. Is spiritual growth in any sense automatic, or can it
be forced?
24, 25. (a) In the record of creation how is increase
made prominent? (b) What outstanding features mark
the provision made for increase?

26. In any given area, how can it be determined of
which center or community it can rightly be said:
“ Whose seed is in itself” ?
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territory, or rural, or mixed. It may be in little watering, maybe cultivating the soil,
a country where almost every home has a scaring off the robber birds, helping to
Bible, and almost certainly there will be a pull up the weeds without damaging the
number of religious buildings with either precious plant, and finally the delight and
the Bible or other sacred writings. But can thrill of a newly found friend and com
it be said of any of them: “Whose seed is in panion really appreciating the truth and
itself” ? You know perfectly well the pos the New World society. This is no credit to
session of a Bible alone by no means indi ourselves, remember, and all must be done
cates that the seed of truth, the life-giving in obedience to the laws of operation laid
message, has found lodgment and germi down by the Creator of the organization.
nated and sprouted in that religious home —Isa. 43:1, AS.
28 If you have a “ right and good heart” ,
or community. Facing the facts, and with
out any conceit, you must realize that in in which the seed of truth has sprung forth,
all that area, similar to the Genesis record, then you, too, will truly experience that
there is only the one planting of Jehovah’s strong desire and constant urge to get and
organization, represented in your company keep busy in all the various features of the
of Jehovah’s witnesses, however small it Lord’s work open to you, striving always to
may be. What an inestimable privilege to improve the quality of your service so that
be identified with that company of whom you can be used more effectively by the
alone in all that territory it can truthfully “ Master of the harvest” .— Luke 8:15;
Matt. 9:38,
NW.
be said: “Whose seed is in itself” !
27
Of course, God, who knows the hearts 29Keep praying for Jehovah’s spirit, al
of those inclined to righteousness, could ways seeking to honor his Word, and stick
easily reserve to himself the right and priv close to his organization, Zion. In each case
ilege to directly create, or stir up, all inter when God issued the mandate, “Be fruit
est of good-will persons, revealing to them ful, and multiply,” those gracious words
a knowledge of the truth and leading them were added: “ And God blessed them.” May
to his organization. But, instead, he has that be your rich and happy portion, too,
given to you, collectively and individually as you share in the glorious increase to
Jehovah’s
praise. “ Press on to maturity,”
(yes, it is up to
you,holding
and reading
this magazine), the responsibility and in and he “ will supply and multiply the seed
expressible joy of getting busy and going for you to sow and will increase the prod
over that territory again and again, seek ucts of your righteousness” . (2 Cor. 9:10,
ing hearts where the “ seed” can be planted. NW) “Jehovah bless thee out of Zion.”
AS.
Then, calling back repeatedly and doing a —Ps. 128:5,
27. How does this illustration bring home our great
and joyful responsibility?

28, 29. (a) If the urge to keep busy in the work is lack
ing, what is indicated? (b) How can this be remedied,
and with what result?

I1

W h a tever a man is sow ing, this he will also reap; because he who is sow ing with
a view to his flesh will reap corruption from his flesh, but he w ho is sowing
with a view to th e spirit will reap everlasting life from th e spirit. So let
us not give up in doing what is right, fo r in due season w e shall reap
by not giving out. R eally, then, as long as w e have tim e fa vora b le
fo r it, let us w ork what is good toward all, but especially to 
ward th ose related to us in the faith.— Gal. 6:7-10, N W .

“ You say that you present facts. But un
related facts can be very misleading. It is
true that Charles Taze Russell had do
mestic trouble. Do you know the circum
stances? Does that fact in itself preclude
him from having been a Christian? Did
not Jesus say that marital difficulties were
to be expected among his followers? (Mat
thew 10:34-36) If this is one of the facts
in your ‘fact’ campaign, it proves nothing.
“ Russell knew no Greek, and the wit
nesses are founded on ignorance, you say.
Tell me, what gives understanding? A
knowledge of Greek or the spirit of God?
w itn f rtl-Slng activity of Jehovah’s The Greek text of the Bible can be exam
ined,
,lv ^ k i!
connwith
aneven
as- by the uninitiated, with the help
of concordances and dictionaries, but dis
nrnrnntprl +vf T6 ^ *** Ir0n ^ iver>Michigan
piatinn + • 6 r° n ^ ounty ministerial asso- cernment of truth comes only by God’s
c ation to issue a warning to the people tc spirit. (1 Corinthians 2:14) Again your
stay away. One of Jehovah’s witnesses ‘facts’ prove nothing, except that you are
commented on this warning in a letter tc making the same charge of ignorance
against us that the Pharisees made against
the Iron River
ort, which that papei
ep
R
published March 20, 1952. A local clergy the early Christians. (Acts 4:13) It may
man replied thereto, whose letter was be of interest to you to know, however,
printed in the March 27 issue. That lettei that in 1901 Jehovah’s witnesses were pub
in turn called forth the following response lishing an interlinear Greek-English ‘New
from the witness who had written the firsl Testament’ known as the Emphatic
glott, and that in 1950 they produced and
letter:
published the New World Translation of
“Mr. Lloyd D. Mattson
the Christian Greek Scriptures, w h i c h
Iron River, Michigan
Goodspeed termed ‘an interesting and
Dear Sir:
scholarly work’.
“ Your recent letter addressed to me is
“ Jehovah’s witnesses are un-American,
unbecoming to a minister of the gospel. you charge, calculating to stir up popular
The apostle Paul tells us to meekly instruct feeling thereby. It has ever been the prac
those that oppose themselves (2 Timothy tice of those with a religious grudge to set
2:24, 25) yet you launch a vicious attack tle to steer true Christians into difficulties
upon Jehovah’s witnesses, smear the repu with the State. Please see John 19:12; Acts
tation of a man long dead and consequent 17:5-7. The witnesses are good citizens.
ly unable to defend himself, and then take Some have lived in this town for 35 years
a slap at the good people of this county by and are respected by all that know them.
inferring that they are childlike and igno
They obey all right laws of the State. But,
rant and unable to decide for themselves
when the demands of God and of the State
what they want. I searched in vain for a
legitimate Scriptural argument that would conflict, what then? They obey God. The
persuade me that the witnesses were being powers ordained of God mentioned in Ro
mans 13:1-4 are not the political powers of
misguided.

T
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this world, but rather the authorities with
in the organization of the true church.
Your misunderstanding on this point has
led you to recognize such gangsters as Hit
ler and Mussolini and caused Baptist to kill
Baptist in two world wars.
“ In claiming protection according to the
democratic constitution of this country we
are doing nothing more than Paul did
when he appealed to Caesar. In spite of
his appeal for justice, Paul still knew that
the Roman government was of the Devil.
Can you Scripturally refute the fact that
the Roman government together with all
others past and present are controlled by
Satan? It may be hard to take, but read it
for yourself.— Luke 4:5-7; 2 Corinthians
4 :3 ,4 ; Revelation 16:14; 19:19.
“ You declare that you are afraid of Je
hovah’s witnesses because of their warped
character. But is their character as warped
as that which you and your associates in
religion have produced in Christendom
after 1,500 years? Are we warped because
we want none of your racial prejudice, your
bickering politicians, your commercial op
pression, your world wars and your moral
delinquency? You have identified yourself
with Christendom and you must share her

• Your publications point out that the battle
of Armageddon will come in this generation,
and that this generation began A.D. 1914.
Scripturally, how long is a generation?— G. P.,
Liberia.
Webster’s unabridged dictionary gives, in
part, this definition of generation: “The aver
age lifetime of man, or the ordinary period of
time at which one rank follows another, or

Brooklyn, N . Y .

guilt. We are separate. We devote our lives
to preaching the incoming Kingdom of God
as the world’s only hope, leaving the pres
ent task of maintaining order on earth to
those who think it more important than
preaching. (Luke 9:59, 60) Not a warped
viewpoint, Mr. Mattson, but strictly that of
the first-century Christians.
“ I shall not labor this correspondence
any longer with you. You have made your
decision and you will answer for it. The
people, whom you refer to as ignorant and
childlike, must now make theirs, and they
will not require you to act as a spiritual
policeman for them. Jehovah’s witnesses
will be calling upon them this week for this
purpose.
“ Because you are singularly misin
formed about the witnesses, your source
material appearing to be about 30 years
old, I suggest that you come to the public
talk Sunday afternoon at 3 p.m., and get
up-to-date. I use the term ‘Mr.’ in this
correspondence because the term ‘rever
end’ occurs only once in the Authorized
Version Bible and is applied to Jehovah
God. My conscience forbids me to flatter
men with such titles.— Job 32:21, 22.
Yours faithfully.”

father is succeeded by child; an age. A genera
tion is usually taken to be about 33 years.”
But the Bible is not so specific. It gives no num
ber of years for a generation. And in Matthew
24:34, Mark 13:30 and Luke 21:32, the texts
mentioning the generation the question refers
to, we are not to take generation as meaning
the average time for one generation to be suc
ceeded by the next, as W ebster’s does in its
33-year approximation; but rather more like
W ebster’s first-quoted definition, "the average
lifetime of man.” Three or even four genera
tions m ay be living at the same time, their
lives overlapping. (Ps. 7 8 :4 ; 145:4) Before the
Noachian flood the life span was hundreds of
years. Down through the centuries since, it has
varied, and even now is different in different
countries. The Bible does speak of a man’s days
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as being threescore and ten or fourscore years;
but it assigns no specific number of years to
a generation.— Ps. 90:10.
Even if it did, we could not calculate from
such a figure the date of Armageddon, for the
texts here under discussion do not say God’s
battle comes right at the end of this genera
tion, but before its end. To try to say how
many years before its end would be specula
tive. The texts merely set a limit that is suffi
ciently definite for all present practical pur
poses. Some persons living A.D. 1914 when the
series of foretold events began will also be liv
ing when the series ends with Armageddon.
All the events will come within the span of
a generation. There are hundreds of millions
of persons living now that were living in 1914,
and many millions of these persons could yet
live a score or more years. Just when the lives
of the majority of them will be cut short by
Armageddon we cannot say.
• Deuteronomy 21:10-13 shows that Israelite
men could m arry foreign captive women, yet
other texts forbid intermarriage with foreign
ers. Is this not contradictory?— M. H., Penn
sylvania.
Jehovah gives the reason for the general
prohibition concerning foreign wives, as fol
lows: “They would turn your sons from follow
ing me to serving alien gods.” Also divine warn
ing was sounded against “marrying your sons
to their daughters, who will desert to their
gods and make your sons desert also”. (Ex.
34:16, M o; Deut. 7:4, A T ) The prohibition was
based on no racial prejudice nor any national
istic grounds, but it was solely for the purpose
of protecting the Israelites from religious con
tamination. It was to avoid contacts that might
jeopardize the purity of worship rendered to
Jehovah.
But notice how the special circumstances in
volved in the case discussed at Deuteronomy
21:10-13 eliminate this danger of contamina
tion: “When thou shalt go forth to war against
thine enemies, and Yahweh thy God shall de
liver them into thy hand and thou shalt take
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them captive; and shalt see among the captives
a woman of beautiful figure, and shalt have a
desire unto her, and wouldest take her to thee
to wife, then shalt thou bring her into the midst
of thy house, and she shall shave her head and
pare her nails; and put away the raiment of
her captivity from off her and shall remain in
thy house, and bewail her father and her moth
er for the space of a month, and after that
mayest thou go in unto her, and be her hus
band, and she shall be thy wife.”— Ro.
She cut off her hair, which was the usual
sign of mourning. (Job 1:2 0 ; Isa. 1 5 :2; Jer.
7:2 9 ; Amos 8:1 0 ; Mic. 1:16) She either cut her
nails close, which would remove this means of
adornment, since they were stained to be at
tractive; or she let them grow to become un
kept, without their usual manicured attractive
ness. (Deut. 21:12, K n o x ; L e) She put off the
raiment in which she was taken captive, since
the women of defeated forces put on their
finest dresses and ornaments in the hope of
finding favor in the eyes of their captors. For
a month she was in mourning, bewailing the
loss of her loved ones, thus possibly indicating
the thoroughness of the war's destructiveness
at the time of her capture. The captive women
were possibly the only survivors, and the hea
then gods were doubtless destroyed by the Is
raelite warriors. So no ties were left with the
pagan nation, either socially or religiously.
There were no heathen in-laws for the Israelite
man to mix in with.
Hence to marry a foreign woman so com
pletely severed from connection with false gods
and false worshipers was permissible. It was
quite different from marrying a foreign woman
not a captive whose relatives were living,
whose religious gods were still worshiped by
her family, who would from time to time have
some contact with her heathen relatives and
their gods, and who might bring her Israelite
husband into contact with them also, thereby
exposing his pure worship to contamination. So
it was the special circumstances of Deuterono
m y 21:10-13 that allowed for an exception to
the general prohibition of intermarriage with
foreign women.

L et you r u tteran ce be alw ays with graciousness, seasoned w ith sa lt ,
so as to know how you ought to give an answ er to each one.
— Col. 4:6, N W .

1953 Convention Dates July 19 to 26
The W atch Tower Bible & Tract Society has
arranged to hold its international convention
in 1953 at the Yankee Stadium in New York
city. The dates selected are Sunday, July 19,
to and including Sunday, July 26. This gather
ing of the Lord’s people will be for eight days.
Our brothers from all parts of the world will
be making inquiry now about travel to New
York and what the best means would be. For
such information all persons desiring to attend
the assembly should communicate with their
branch office. These offices will be gathering
such information. Expressions from our broth
ers in all parts of the world are numerous, say

ing that they are happy New York is again to
be the assembly point, because it means they
can come to the central headquarters of the
Lord’s organization and visit the Bethel home
and the Society’s large printing plant where so
many good things are printed for distribution
in all languages throughout the world. It re
minds us of the Israelites on their trek to Jeru
salem as they came several times every year to
celebrate the days that God commanded them
to keep. It will be a happy and blessed occasion
when many of the Lord’s people gather in this
grand international assembly of Jehovah’s wit
nesses July 19-26, 1953. Plan now to attend.
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the corporation advising them of the meeting,
and the letters will be accompanied by proxy
forms. Each member should complete and re
turn his proxy promptly whether he is going
to be at the meeting personally or not. The
notices and proxies are mailed out September 1,
1952, and the proxies should be returned by the
15th of the month.

WATCH

TOWER BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING

The regular annual meeting of the members
of the W atch Tower Bible and Tract Society
(Pennsylvania Corporation) will be held on
Wednesday, October 1, 1952, at ten o’clock in
the forenoon at the Society’s Pittsburgh office
in the W abash Building, 410 Liberty Avenue,
Pittsburgh 22, Pennsylvania. The usual notice
by letter will be mailed to all the members of

“WATCHTOWER”

STUDIES

Week of October 12: W h y Maturity of Discern
ment Vital; also, Maturity Essential to
Increase, If 1-6.
Week of October 19: Maturity Essential to
Increase, II 7-29.
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