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FOREWORD
"Shining as Illuminators in the World" outlines a course
of study for the Pioneer Service School. The school course
is made up of 20 three-hour units. Th ree of those units allow fo r actual field service activity. Thus, you can put into
practice the material you consider during class sessions. One
extra subject is provided for use in classroom discussion if
needed, as explained in Unit 1 (a).
By taking fu ll advantage of this tr.tin ing and then byap-

plying what you learn, you will become more effective in all
aspects of the field min istry. You will be encouraged to continue making disciples who will be able to stand fast in the
truth. As new situations arise in your life, YOli will be more
aware of the Bible pri nciples involved, and you will be better equipped to apply them. More important, this school
will help you slrengthen your relationshi p with our Gra nd
Instructor, Jehovah God, and with the Head or the congrega tion, Christ Jesus.- lsa. 30:20; Eph. 4: I s.
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As a pioneer publisher of the good news, you already
have much experience in field service. Not only have you
cultivated skill through actual pJfticipation in the field min~
istry but you have also benefited greatly from progressive
training received through the congregation. Some of you
may have had other special assistance to equip you for pio-

neer servICe.
We are sure that the time you are devOling to the pioneer service is bringing you much joy. Most likely, you have
been rewarded already by seeing how your ministry has affected the lives of others. This is especially true if you have
been helping some individuals make changes in their lives
and become genuine disciples of Jesus Christ.
In the Pioneer Service School course, you will be
helped in fuller measure along three lines:

(!) Walking with Jehovah as followers of Jesus Christ
- Mic. 6:8.
(2) Abounding in love for the whole association of
brothers-I Pet. 2:17.
(3) "Shining as illuminators in the world"-Phil. 2: 1S.
The spiritual discussions outlined in the course will
help you to continue in f:,ithful Kingdom service as well as
help you to build your faith and trust in Jehovah. You will
be drawn even closer to him. We will also discuss practical
suggestions for application in the field and in personal organization. When properly applied, these suggestions should
hdp you to become even more effective in the various aspects of your Kingdom service. They wi ll help you to im-
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prove your methods of expressing gen uine love for people.
As a result, your joy in the pioneer service will continue to

grow.
In the units dealing with various aspects of the field
minist ry-Units 6(b), 8(b), 14(a), and 14(b)-you wiU note
the expression "Training Session." T hese will be opportun ities for you to be trained by the instructor. T hese sessions
will also serve as examples of how you can assist others.
The instructor will first explain what is to be done. Then
he will demonstrate it, after which one or two students may

try it. Commendation will be given for your fine efforts.
It is expected that you wi ll make a fine contribution to
the effect iveness of the course by participating fu lly in
group discussions. The other p ioneers will benefit from
your expressions and experiences, just as YOli will benefit
from theirs. In this way, the course will prove to be a genu ·
ine "interchange of encouragement," such as that mentioned by the apostle Paul at Roma ns 1: 11, 12Please keep in mind that to a large extem, what you get
out of this Pioneer Service School will depend on what you
put into it. There is no reason for you to be fearful or apprehensive about attending the school. There are no tests,
written rev iews, examinations, or grades. You will benefit
most from the school by just being yourself. Your participa-

tion will be on a volunteer basis. Be attentive. Participate
freely. With Jehovah's blessi ng on your good effort, you will
experience refreshment and enjoy ment while receiving great
practical benefit for your continued pioneer service.
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We suggest that you not be concerned with making extensive notes. You will be able to take this publication
home with you when you finish the course. For that reason, some blank pages are provided and space is allowed at
the bottom of each page and in the margin for your convenience in making a few notes that will be helpful to you
personally.
During class, it is recommended that you use the Bible
itself rather than computer printouts of scriptures.
-km 9/95 p. 6 par. S.

In some lands, cellular telephones and pagers are available. These devices shouJd not be used while you are in the
classroom. Why not inform family and friends to contact
you at times other than when the classes are in session?
-km 5/01 p. 5; km 5/99 p. 5.
There is no assignment of required homework during
the time you will be attending the schooL However, if you
are able to spend time reading and meditating on the outlines and scriptures before they are considered in class, you
will find that the Pioneer Service School will take on more
meaning. Determine what is a reasonable amount of time
for reading and studying, and then divide that proportionately for each of the next day's classes. It is important that
you be rested and refreshed so that you are alert for class
discussions the following day.
During the second week of school, there wiJi be opportunities to consider challenges you encounter as a pioneer.
Feel free to put these in writing and hand them to the instructor ahead of time. Class discussions will focus primari-
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lyon the Bible principles involved that will help you to
cope with and possibly eliminate any problems you may
have had.
Many pioneers have mentioned that the Pioneer Service
School has helped them improve their personal study habits. To this end, we encourage you to review and apply the
suggestions in Benifit From Theocratic Ministry School Edu cation, pages 27-31.
Throughout the entire course of the school, you should
have in mind making personal application of the information being considered. You wou ld do well to ask yourself
such questions as: 'How can J use this information to make
my service morc effective? How does it apply to me personally? What Bible principles are involved, and how can 1
apply them? How ca n this hel p me in my dealings with the
bro thers and sisters in the congregation? How will it enrich
my relationship with Jehova h?,-Prov. 9:9 .
• TO THE INSTRUCTOR: The eA-ectiveness of the Pio-

neer Service School will depend in great measu re on your
thorough preparation. It is important for you to be familiar
with aU the Scripture texts cited in the outlines and to be
prepared to make application of these texts to the points
covered. These key points are suggested, in most cases, by
questions designed for teaching. \Vhen properly used, the
questions will help those present to cultivate thinking abili ty and to analyze scri ptures carefully so as to understand
the Bible princi ples involved. The pioneers wil1 be helped
to make fu ller applica tion of God's Word in their own lives.
They will be able to explain clea rly to others the grand
truths conce rning Jehova h's purpose. The more familiar
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you are with the outlines and scriptures, the more eft-ective
you will be in putting the material across to the pioneers
for their benefit.
You must keep abreast of how our latest publications
answer questions posed in this textbook and use these upto-date references when teaching the COLirse. Incorporate
specific points that can be featured in the field ministry
from our current home Bible study publications. If recent
organizational instructions would augment what is stated in
the textbook, cite such direction and its source. It may be,
too, that you will find timely published or confirmed experiences that illustrate points in the textbook, and these may
be tied in as time allows.
Most of the oud ines begin with a brief statement explaining the reason for the lesson and outlining its genera l
scope and direction. Group discussions of the question outlines along with clarifying Scripture citations take the class
further into the subject material. Points are usually expressed as questions that may be asked just as they are
phrased in the textbook. However, you should feel free to
rephrase points or to use supplementary questions when
you believe that this will help the class to grasp the material. The outlines are flexible to allow for local application,
since circumstances can va ry from place to place.
You will note that Units 6(b), 8(b), 14(a), and 14(b),
deali ng with various forms of field ministry, contain the expression "Training Session." Th.is will provide you with an
opportun.ity to demonstrate the suggestions that were just
discussed and then to have one or two studen ts practice

Unit I (a)
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them, after which commendation can be given for their efforts. Mter see ing this training method in operation in the
classroom, students wilJ be better equipped to use the same
method of training when they assist others whom the elders discern may need help.
Note that the course is divided into 20 units, each to
last three hours. You may arrange for a ten-minute break
where it would be most convenient somewhere near the
middle of the session. You will not be able to deal extensively with every point in each outline. Therefore, you
should avoid spending so much time on one part of an
outline or unit that you have to omit other sections because of running out of time.
Some flexibility is allowed for rearranging the units. For
example, in the event of inclement weather, you may find
it advantageollS to arrange a classroom session in place of a
field service unit. In some parts of the world, it may not be
feasible to have field service periods. In such cases, the "Extra Subject" that is included at the end of the course may
be used, and Units 12(c) or 18(c) could be considered out
of sequence, leaving more time for the coverage of the
(a) and (b) sections.

In addition to the information in this unit, discuss
whatever information the pioneers will need in order to illlderstand the operation of the school, what is expected of
them, and how they can cooperate with the local arrangements for the school. Some time should be taken to answer
personal questions that they may have and, in general, to
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help them get acquainted and feel at ease at the start of the

course.
The school sessions may be scheduled in harmony with
what is best locally as determined by the branch office. If
two units are scheduled each day, with either morning and
afternoon sessions or afternoon and evening sessions, the
school shou ld run for ten days. This could be arranged to
extend over a period of two weeks with classes conducted
five days each week. Or it might be handled in ten consecutive days. beginning on a Friday and ending on the second
Sunday. In some cases, it may be most appropriate to present one unit each day in the evening or at another convenient time, doing so for 20 days, which would make the
school a four-week course.
We are certain that you will highly esteem the privilege
you have of conducting the Pioneer Service SchooL With
Jehovah's blessing upon your diligent effort in this regard,
the school will provide lasting encouragement and much
practical assistance to the pioneer publ ishers attending.

Unit I (b)

15

Getting Acquainted
More Intimately With Jehovah
as a Person
OPENING DISCUSSION

Getting acquainted with Jehovah as a person is the
greatest honor a human ca n have. It means more than being convinced that there is a God. It means coming to ap-

preciate his marvelous qualities, his purposes, and his ways
of doing things. Although we will never fully understand
his incomparable wisdom and loving ways, our lives wiIl be
enriched as we constantly strive to get to know more about
him. T his quest for knowledge will motivate us to give Jehovah the praise that is due,-Rev. 4: 11.
The apostle Peter states that as we near the end of this
system. we need LO concentrate on "what sort of persons"
we ought to be in "deeds of godly devotion." (2 Pet. 3: II)
Godly devotion has to do with how we feel about Jehovah.
[f an individual develops the kind of feeling for Jehovah
that he would have for a respected and dearly loved fat her,
then deeds indicating that attitude will be naturaUy forthcoming.-Mal. 1:6.
Jehovah has a lifes.1ving work for us to do by means of
our public preaching and disciple-making. Paul refers to
himself and Apollos as Jehovah's fellow workers. Similarly,
as we strengthen our close acquaintanceship with Jehovah,
the feeling of being a fellow worker grows. We more freely
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How do published experiences help you draw closer to Je-

hovah?
Of what benefit are published reports about brothers

who have remained steadfast in the face of persecution?
Give examples of upbuilding experiences found in

our publications.

What We Have Learned
About Jehovah Through His Visible Creation
How much of Jehovah's wisdom has been tapped by man's
study of God's visible creation' (Job 26: 14)
What in creation has impressed you most about Jehovah's
(a) love? (b) wisdom? (c) power?

If Jehovah had not standardized his creation, what
complications would doctors of medicine and scientists in
o ther fields encounter?
NOTE: All humans as well as creatures of each animal
kind have their body organs located in the same place.
The makeup of air, water, and so forth is the same all
over the earth.
What does this lead us to expect of Jehovah with regard
to morals?
What evidence is there of man's possessing a conscience?
What is the conscience? (Rom. 2:14,15)
What must we conclude about Jehovah in view of our
possessing a conscience?
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What We Have Learned
About Jehovah Through His Inspired Word
W hat do we need to help us learn more about Jehovah than

what can be discerned through the visible creation? (Ps. 25:
4,5)

Why did Jehovah not need anything before he started
creating? (Acts 17:25)
Therefore, what quali ty motivated Jehovah to create the

Word and give him exalted privileges of service? (John 1:
1-3)
Acco rding to Romans 5:8, how was Jehovah's love

outstandingly expressed for mankind?
How have we shown that this expression of his love has
touched our hearts? (Matt. 5:43-48; 6:14,15)
H ow can we continue to show love when we deal w ith

un believers who are crude or selfish or when we deal
with brothers who do things that arc: offensive?

Jesus indicated that Jehovah is the supreme example of
goodness. (Ma rk 10:17, 18) What are some of the ways that
He has manifested this goodness? (Ex. 34:6, 7; cl pp. 270-9)
Why ca n we be assured of complete justice in Jehovah's
dealings with us? (Deut. 32:4; Acts 10:34, 35; cl pp. 108-17)

[n the field service, how could you help someone to appreciate this?
Why should we be encouraged by reason of Jehovah's
almighty power? (2 Chron. 16:9; Matt. 19:26; cl p. 42)
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EXAMPLES: What if we are witnessing in a city where
the crime rate is high? Or what if we are in a country
where there is a ban on our work or a great deal of oppo·
si tion ' (c1 pp. 67-76)

How has learning Jehova h's will as expressed in the Bible
beneficially affected your life? (I Tim. 2:3, 4; I Pet. 4:2)

Steps a Person Must Take
in Order to Become Known by Jehovah
Before a person ca n have an approved stand ing with

Jehovah, what must he recognize about himself, and what
does he need to do? (Rom. 3:23; 2 Cor. 5:20, 21)
What six progressive steps do the Scriptures outline for a
person to take in order to walk with Jehovah? (John 17:3;
Heb. 11 :6; Acts 3: 19; Matt. 16:24; I Pet. 3:21)
What is involved in each one of these steps?

How can we make our Bible students progressively aware
of these steps?

We Benefit Because of Having
Become Intimately Acquainted With Jehovah
What are some of the benefits we receive from being
acquainted with the Source of life? (Ps. 36:9)
Cite ex periences from our publications that show how
the brothers involved were benefited by becoming inti
mately acquainted with Jehovah.
v
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Pursuing the

Unit 2 (a)

way of Love

OPENING DISCUSSION

Love originates with Jehovah, not with man. Therefore,
to understand what love is and how it is expressed, we need
to look to Jehovah and examine his \Vord. The Bible states
that God is love. As the divine record rcYcais, God's love is
not withheld from people who have not fi rst shown love to
him. nor is it quickly withdrnwn from those who fail to

show an appreciative response. Yet, his love of righteousness
is balanced with hatred of wickedness. God 's love seeks the
lasting welfare of his creatures, so the things that he
provides are truly for their good. Even when fait hful ones
are experiencing adverse circumstances, his love for them
will never diminish.
Jehovah has created us with the capacity to show love.
yet all of us have found that as imperfect creatures, we are
not always inclined to express love. That is why it is necessa ry for us to pursue the way of love. We need to put forth
continuing effort to follow such a course. Doing SO should
be a matter of chief concern to us.
As a pioneer, do you always try to be alert to ways that
you can show love for God and for your fellow man? For
instance, when dealing with members of your own family,
with your C hristian brothers and sisters, with fellow students here in pioneer school, and with those you meet in
the field, do you try to show love, and in what ways?
Wherever you are, think constantly of how you ca n show

Unit 2 <al
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love for others. As you do, you wiU give evidence that you
are trying to be an imitator of God and that you are in fact
pursuing the way of love.
Q UESTION O UTLINE

Perfect Examples

What expressions of love from Jehovah and Jesus Christ do
you especia lly appreciate? (Matt. 9:35-38; John 3:16; 15:13;
Acts 14:16, 17)

How Can You Show That Your Way Is Love?
Consider 1 Corinthians 13:4·8, verse by verse. To the extent
possible, make application to situations that affect you as a
pioneer. (w93 10/ 15 pp. 17-22; it-2 pp. 277-8)
Read verse 4.

Give Scriptu ra l and Inodern-day examples of (a) longsuffering and (b) ki ndness. (Rom. 2:4)

How ca n you as a pioneer show both long-suffering and
kindness simultaneously (a) in the congregation? (b) in
the field?

Do you know of a situation where a pioneer showed
long-suffering or kindness with good results?

Cite published experiences that show the good reswts
that come from display ing these godly qua li ties.
According to what you have observed, what can stir up jealousy?
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Wha t mental attitude will love help you develop so as to
avoid or overcome jealousy? (Rom. 12:15, 16)
Why will a loving person not brag about literature place~
ments or other accomplishments in the service? (Jer. 9:24)
How does love help us to keep a healthy view of ourselves
and not to get puffed up? (Rom. 12:3)

Read verse 5.
What di splays of indecency should be avoided in regards to
(a) morals? (Rom. 13:13) (b) the shou ldering of personal
obligations? (1 Thess. 4:11, 12) (c) manners?
Mention situations in which a pioneer should be alert
display good manners.

to

How can we show interest in others (a) in our f.1mily? (b) in
the congregation' (c) in the field ministry' (1 Cor. 10:24)
SUGGESTION: Members of the family may cooperate in
caring for household duties so that they can find time to
study together.
EXPERIENCE: Rea lizing the need to be at home when
their child ren were at home, one couple scheduled th eir
own field service activity when their child ren were in
school or could be in service with them. Taking special
interest in their children, they studied with them, attended meetings with them, and enjoyed recreation as well as
other activities with them. When the children completed
their schooling, they joined their parents in the pioneer
service, as they enjoyed being with them.
In what situations do you find that you are more inclined to
become provoked?
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Why should we not become provoked? (Prov. 14:29)
How do people show that they 'keep account of injury'?
What benefits come from not 'keeping account of inju-

ry'? (Rom. 12:19-21)
Read verse 6.
What opportunities do we have to show that we do not "rejoice over unrighteousness," for example:

(1) When watching TV?
(2) When exposed to obscene talk or jesting?

(Eph. 5:3,4)
(3) When hearing that calamity overtakes an enemy?
(2 Sam. 1:12; Rom. 12:20)

By 'rejoicing with the truth,' how do we show love for God
and for mankind?

Maya n unbeliever be commended for a deed that is in harmony with Bible principles?
Read verse 7.

What example can you give of 'bearing all things' (a) in the
field service? (b) in the congregation? (c) in your fa mily?
(1 Pet. 4:8)
Why do we 'believe all things' that God has

~li d '

(Ps. 19:7)

What benefit comes from <believing all things,' that is,
not being unduly critical of or challenging what our
brothers say?
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What is one outstanding way to show that you 'hope in all
the things' that Jehova h has promised? (Heb. 3:6; 10:23)
To what examples of endurance among Jehova h's people can
you point?

How does love help you to endure? (Jas. 1:2-4, 12)

Read 'Verse 8.
How does the outworking of Jehovah's purpose show that
his love never fails? (Rom. 8:38, 39)
How should you imitate God's love?

Keep Pursuing the Way of Love
Why should we be showing love for people at all times?
Describe one way that you feel you can show more love
(a) for members of your own family, (b) in the congregation, and (c) in the field ministry.

RECOMMENDATION: You have no doubt fou nd reading
and discussing Bible verses to be stimulating and beneficial.
Benefit comes from the comments and observations of others. We encourage you to read portions of the Bible with
your brothers and sisters whenever you can and discuss
them in a similar way in harmony with our Christian publications. This will prove to be upbuilding and rewarding.

Unit 2 (11)
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Showing
Personal Interest in Others
OPENING DISCUSSION

Jehova h above all others is generous in showing interest
in people. Not only does he provide material things in
abundance for his creatures but he also provides the spiritual things that we need, and he does so before we are even
aware of this need. He shows warm persona l interest in us
by listening to our prayers and by mercifu lly forgiving the
sins we commit. Jehovah shows stich great interest in us individually that he even examines what is in our hearts.-Ps.
139:23.
When Jesus was on earth, he followed his Father's pattern perfectly in show ing personal interest in others. Do
you remember the man who said to Jesus: "Lord, if you just
want to, you can make me clean"? Jesus said: .el want to."
When two men cried out, "Lord, have mercy on us," what
did Jesus do? He stopped and showed mercy. When he saw
a grieving widow, what did he do? He stopped to help her,
even though she had made no request for his aid. And
when parents brought their children to him. he was not too
busy to stop and put his arms around them.-Matt. 8:2, 3;
20:3 1-34; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 7:11-15.
Do you strive always to be alert to show personaJ interest in others? All of us should. In eve ry part o f the earth, it
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has been found that successful pioneers are those who show
a sincere personal interest in people. This includes getting
to know a person. being willing to listen to him, and then

sharing with him the Bible truths that most directly fill his
needs. Such personal interest keeps us thinking about a person after we have left his door, and it prompts us to call
again. People everywhere appreciate it when someone
shows an interest in them and their problems. They are
more inclined to listen to a person like that.
So we encourage you to think constan tly of ways you
can show personal interest in others because you care about
them as humans, want to help them, and would like to attract them to the good news. And by all means be alert to
ways that you can show personal interest in members of
your own family as well as your brothers and sisters in the

truth. (Gal. 6: 10) You can be sure that Jehovah will richly
bless you.-Heb. 6: 10.
QUESTtON OUTLINE

How Can You Show
Personal Interest in Others?
in the following class discussion, students are encouraged to
offer their observations, suggestions, and experiences.
Why do you appreciate it when others show a personal in·
terest in you?
What are some ways that you can show personal interest in
(a) members of your own fam ily? (b) your relatives?
(c) your neighbors?
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How can you show personal interest in your brothers and sisters in the truth?

Have you found that in the field ministry, people listen more
readily when you show sincere personal interest in them and
in the things that concern them? Explain.
Why do you think this is so?
How can you learn about the interests and concerns of
those whom you meet in field service?
Why do you need to be a good listener?
When in service, what might you say to show your consideration for or personal interest in the following people?
(Choose those who are appropriate for your area, or use other situations that are appropriate.)
Elderly person
Child, teenager, college student
Parent
Someone who is ill or someone whom you awakened

from sleep
Someone who is happy or someone who is grieving
Someone with a fine home or a beautiful yard
How would you change your presentation to appeal [Q
the person who comes [Q the door? (Rom. 12:14-16;
1 Cor. 9:19-23)
Under what circumstances might it be appropriate
close the discussion?

to
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What approach do you believe would be effective on the

return visit?
What notes will help you to remember interest found?
How do your personal notes mirror your feelings about
the person?

Consider Their Viewpoint
Consider different viewpoints that are expressed by people
in your area and how these can be handled in a considerate,
Christian way with a sincere desire to help the people.

Please refer to Reasoni'ng From/be Scriptures, pages 15-24.
How ca n the Reasoning book help you reply to the fol lowing comments?
I'm not interested.

I have my own religion.
['m busy.
I don't believe in the Bible.
I'm not a religious person.
One of your people was just here.

You don't believe in Jesus.
Handling people's viewpoints with consideration can be ef-

fective, as the following experiences illustrate.
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EXPERLENCES: A brother called on a businessman who
was preoccupied. He told the man that he would take
only a minute, and he took only that long. The man appreciated this consideration and reacted favora bly.

A brother called on a man who was obviously busy, so
the brother suggested that it might be better to call later.
The man appreciated his consideration. When the brother returned. he was able to give a good wimess and start a
study_ As a result, four people learned the truth.
You can anticipate certain commonly he,ud expressions by
being the first to mention them. For eXJmple, in an area
where most people say that they have their own religion,
you might say:
"Do you by any chance have your own rel igion? [Allow
for reply.] I thought you might. Most people do. However, the reason fo r my call thj s morning is ..... [Then
introduce subject for discussion.]
Show how the Reasoning book has been helpful to you
in this regard.
Having the Reasoning book with you at aUtimes while
in the ministry will prove to be helpful in handling objections and various viewpoints of the householders.
Why is it wise to watch for opportunities to agree with the
householder and then to build on these points of agreement
rather than take exception to what is silid?
Can you tell of an occasion when you successfully did
this?

Unit 2 (b)
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Endea\'or to put the points discussed into use in the field service tomorrow and

to

continue to do so when you return to

your home congregations.
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Unit 3

Field Service
-From House to House
The group will engage in house-ta-house field service
for two hours. The instructors may work with individual
students, and their wives (if they are married) may work

with some of the sisters. Other experienced pioneers in the
area may also be invited to work with students if this is appropnate.

The students will concentrate on showing love for the
people they meet in the field service. They should have a
sincere personal interest in people and demonstrate ki nd
consideration for thei r point of view. The objective today
will be to get acqua inted with people in the territory. L1Y
the groundwork for a return visit.
After the field activity. the group will return and discuss
for 30 minutes how various situations were handled. Consider alternative suggestions on how these might be handled
on another occasion. This is an opportunity for the students to learn by listening to the expressions and experiences of others as well as by reflecting 011 their own activity.

Unit 4 (a)
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Benifiting From
Applying Bible Principles
OPENING DISCUSSION

Principles are fundamental truths that never cha nge, regardless of time or ci rcumstance. They prov ide the basis
upon which specific laws are established. The U niversal Sovereign established many principles before creation. T herefore, everything in heaven and on earth, anim;lte or inanimate, has been designed to fu nction accord ing to Jehovah's
unchangeable principles. He is a God of order. (1 Cor. 14:
33) When things function within the framework of his principles, there is harmony that reflects his glory. W hen someone or something is out of harmony with Jehovah's
principles, he withholds his blessing.
Like build ing blocks assembled according to a pattern to
form a building, Bible principles are truths assembled according to a d ivine pattern to fo rm truthful teadu ngs. False
teachings become evident when they do not fit this established pattern.-2 Tim. 1: 13.
if we approach everyday problems and challenges with
this understanding, we will find ourselves becom ing more
successful in working out solutions.-1(.I02 4/15 pp. 18-23;
..022/15 pp. 4·7; w88 10/ 1 pp. 26·9.
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Q UESTION OlJrLlNE

Recognizing Principles and How They Work
W hat is the di fference between

;J.

specific law and

,1

princi

pie? (w97 lOl l S pp. 28-30)
SPEC[F1C LAW: You must not ea t blood. (Lev. [7:14)
PRINCWLES: Life is in the blood. (Lev. [7: 11 )
Life belongs to God. (Ps. 36:9; Ezek. [8:4;
Eph.4:1 8)
Creator has authority over ere.nioll .

(!sa. 29:16; Rev. 4:11 )
Why is it beneficial for us to th ink and act on the basis of

principles? (Heb. 6:1 )
How did Jesus help his listeners to think on the basis of principles? (Matt. 5:1 7-48)
Give examples of the principles behind some Bible directives. (7Il02 4/ 1Sp. 22 par. 16; it-l p. 344 pm. 2-3)

Give examples of the principles behind some Bible doctrines, such as the ransom and everlasting li fe on a paradise
earth.

How are false teachings, such as the Trinity and the inherent
immortality of the soul, refuted b}' focusi ng all principles?
Though the Mosa ic Law ended, how do we see its underlying principles carried over and embod ied in Christian law?
Give examples. (w97 lOl lS pp. 29-30)
Of what value is it to study the laws and events in the
Hebrew Scriptures? (1 Cor. 10:11)
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Becoming a Person of Godly Principles
How did Jesus apply principles when being tempted by the
Devil? (Matt. 4: l-!o)
How did the following individua ls show that they were guided by godly principle'
Abel (Gen. 3:15; 4:3-5)
Noah (2 Pet. 2:5)
Joseph (Gen. 2:24; 39:9)
Daniel (Dan. 2:20; 6:4, 5)

How can we show that we are people of godly principles?

Bible Principles Should Be
Our Guide in Every Affair of Life
As time permits, discuss the value and practicality of the
principles listed below.

Provo 13:20; 1 Cor. 15:33-Associations
Provo 10: 12; Matt. 6: 14, I5-Disagreements
Ps. 1:1 ,2; 128: 1; Matt. 5:3-Happiness
Provo 14:30-Health

Provo 10:4; John 5:17-Industriousness
Matt. 19:6; Heb. I3:4b-Marriage
Luke 12: 15; 1 Tim. 6:9, 10-Materialism
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Searching for Principles
That Apply to Your Q!lestions

Consider the principles listed below, and exercise your
thinking ahility to apply them

10

two or three of the ques-

tions that follow the list. Perhaps more than one of the principles will apply. Bible principles that are not listed may also
be applied to the questions. Illustrate how good decisions
can be made if we have acquired accurate understand ing
of Bible principles. Do not indicate what the decision
should be.

Sample list of principles:
(I ) "God is love." (i John 4:8, 20)

(2) "Love is long-suffering and kind."
(I Cor. 13:4)
(3) "Love .. . does not look for its own

interests." (i Cor. 13:4,5)
(4) "The C hrist did not please hi mself"
(Rom. 15:3)

(5) "Everything in the world . .. originates
with the world." (i John 2:16)
(6)

'~F r i ends hip

with the world is enmi ty
with God." (Jas. 4:4)

(7) "No one can slave for two masters."
(Matt. 6:24)
(8) "Not by bread alone does man live but
by eve ry expression of Jehovah's mouth
does man live." (Deut. 8:3)
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(9) "Covetousness . .. is idolatry."
(Col. 3:5)
(1O) "To obey is better than a sacrifice."
(I Sam. 15:22)
(II) "My Father is glorified in this, that you
keep bearing much fruit and prove
yourselves my disciples." (John 15:8)
(12) 'God is an examiner of the heart, and it
is in rectitude that he takes pleasure.'
( I Chron.29: 17)

Q!testions to consider:
Should I attend my Bible studenes wedding?
Should I pursue an opportunity to relocate?
Should I accept a particular type of
employment?
Would it be wise to accept a job promotjon
that has been offered?
Should I confront a brother in my
congregation about his annoying
mannerism?
Ought I to watch a popular movie or
television show?
Should I adopt a certa in style of dress and
grooming?
Can I make myself more available to Jehovah
for his service?
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Can you think of any other question wherein the class might
give assistance in searching for principles that apply, 'llJilhoul
making the final decision?
Although a ma ture Christian might help you to locate Bible
principles that apply, why must you make proper application
of the principles in order to receive Jehovah's blessing?
Read and apply Ecclesiastes 12:12-14.

Reap Benefits by Applying Bible Principles
Why wilJ thorough grounding in Bible principles help a person to have a superior way of life? (Ps. 32:8)
SUGGESTION: Now that we have become more aware of

the va lue of principles and how they work, throughout
the remainder of this course, let us look for the principles
that apply to the matter under discussion rather than just
a specific rule that might apply.

Unit 4 (bl
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"Be Training Yourself With
Godly Devotion as Your Aim"
OPENING DISCUSSION

As one of God's dedicated servants, you center your
life on your worship of Jehovah God. In order to fulfill
your dedication as a Christian Witness of Jehovah, you need
to {{be training yourself with godly devotion as your aim,"
keeping God in mind at aU times, doing everything as to
him personally.-I Tim. 4:7; Col. 3:23; it-I p.971.
Personal Bible reading and study ca n help to keep you
spiritually fresh and empowered with depth of knowledge,
understand ing, fai th, and love. (Eph. 3: 16-19) You will be
enriched with an up·to·date and progressive understanding
of the truth, which wi ll make your work in the field service
interesting, effective, and successful because you will have
strong confidence in Jehovah.
By preparing for, attending, and participating in the
meetings provided for your training, you will receive the
spiritual education that you need in order to keep pace with
Jehovah's progressive organization. (I Tim. 4:15) Likewise,
by giving close attention to preparation for your home Bi·
ble studies and other features of field service, you will a1·
ways be ready to fulfill your aim of helping others to appreciate that "godly devotion is beneficial for all things."
-I Tim. 4:8; 1 Pet. 3: 15.
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To "be training yourself with godly devotion as your
aim," you will want to consider constantly the "th ings"
mentioned by the apostle Paul at Philippians 4:8. In this
way, you keep your lrund on Jehovah and his Word. The re·
suit wiU be blessings to you and to those with whom you
associate.
UESTION O UTLINE

The Kind of Study That Is Profitable
How do the following scriptu res help define the proper ob·
jectives that you should have in studying the Bible?

Ex. 33:13
Josh. 1:8
Prov. 7:1 , 2
John 17:3
2 Tim. 2: 14, 15

What should be your attitude toward personal study of
God's Word? Why? (Prov. 2: 1-6; wOO 10/ 1 pp. 13-23)
In what ways is regular personal reading of the Bible benefi~
cial?(Ps.l :I-3)
Discuss some benefits that you ha\'e alread}' received
fro m your Bible reading. (Deur. 32: 1.2)

BENEFITS: Bible read ing builds b.lCkground
knowledge and helps one to see the overall
picture of Bible history. lt helps a person to
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understand the chronological and progressive
order of events. Considering the setting or
the context improves one's understanding of
statements and events.
Why is it beneficial to schedule a regular time, prefera bly
daily, for Bible reading? What time do you find to be
most suitable?
What afe some tools th.lt we have ava ilable for in-depth
study?
Re.ftrence Bible. Kingdom interlinear, Insight volumes,
publications giving a verse-by-verse analysis of books of
the Bible, and other publications
When we do personal study, what is the advantage of using the research tools provided by Jehovah's organization
to enhance our reading?
What is the value of the Walch Tower Publications Index?

In what ways are headings and cross references of the
Subject Index helpful?
lIIustrate using

'~esus

Christ" and "ransom,"

What are some important research features of the Insighl
volumes, as discussed in the introductory pages of Volume I?
Can you illustrate them, using ''jesus Christ" and <CTime
'!fbis deatb "?
Much Bible instruction is provided by the slave class through
the publications, Such is really instruction from whom?
(John 6:45)
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Because of our busy schedule, we may read much material only once. What do you do while reading, or afterward, to help you remember points that you find especially valuable'

How much of the material do you actually study carefully, looking up the scriptures, and so forth? On what basis
do you select the material to which you give such extra
attention?
Whu reading or studying do you do with olher members of your household? Why do you choose that material?
When doing personal study, what things help you to
(a) concentrate, keeping your mind on the subject? (b) meditate, pondering over thoughts?
Why is meditation an important factor in "training
yourself with godly devotion as your aim"? (Ps. 63:6)
From your own experience, why is prayer important in
nection with personal study?

COI1-

When you make note of certain scriptures fo r future use,
what things shou ld you take into consideration so that you
will be "handling the word of the truth aright"? (2 Tim.
2:15)
Why is it always beneficial to consider the context when
explaining or making application of scriptures?

EXAMPLES: Rom. 5: J; 8: J6; J Cor. 2:9
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Meetings That Upbuild and train You
Why is assembling together an important part of our

wo r~

ship' (Heb. 10:24, 25)
What does our doing so, or fa iling to do so, indicate as
to (a) our atti tude toward Jehovah himself? (b) our attitude towa rd our Christian brothers?
How does attend ing the meetings affect what you do in

field service?
W hy is preparation for each of the congregation meetings

beneficial to you personally?
What objectives do you have in mind when preparing
for the various meetings? (Prov. 4:7-9; 22: 19) H ow do
you seek to attain those objectives?

When you are assigned to care for a part on the program,
how do you go about prepa ring so that your part will be
instructive to and beneficial for those who hear it?

(be pp. 230-3)
When preparing for meeting parts, why is it
helpful to ask yourself such questions as,
'Why do I need this material personally?
How will my brothers benefit from this
information?'
In wha t way can your cOlTunen ti ng a t the meetings help
both you and others to grow in godly devotion?
W hy will asking ourselves, 'How can 1 share something
with my brothers that will encourage them to be

•
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faithful ?' make our comments mOfe meaningful? (H eb.

10:23, 24; 13: 15)
At the meetings, why do we need to 'pay attention to how

we listen'? (Luke 8:18; Provo 1:5)
What things may cause your mind to wander during a

meeting?
How can YOll overcome a problem with concentration so

as to benefit more from the meeting? (be pp. 13· J6)

lIaining Yourself for Field Service
Why is personal preparation for field service important for a
successful pioneer? (km 3/96 p. 3)

What preparation do you find beneficial in order to
leach effectively when conducting a home Bible study?

In what ways are meetings for field service helpful in prep.:'U'ing you for your work in the field ? (Pro\'. 15:22; 24:6)
Are there practical benefits that you recei,"c from analyzing
your persona l activity and counseling yoursel f?

EXPERIENCES: One pioneer stated: "\Vhen I am working alone, I mentally review my previous call and prayerfully consider how I could have handled it more effectively. I constantly think of different approaches that
would have been more effective fo r the situation. This
has enabled me regularly to improve my ca lls."
Another pioneer expb ined the benefits of working along
with others: "We always discuss our various presentations
and analyze how we respond to viewpoints and circum-
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stances. This has helped me to counsel and discipline
myself when I need to."

Keep On m ining Yourself
Why is it necessary for you to train yourself continually?
Explain other ways in which you can train yourself "with
godly devotion as your aim."

45

46

Uni[ 5 (al

Living in Full Recognition
ofJehovah 's Sovereignty
O PENING DISCUSSION

The majority of mankind today follow do course of selfdetermination. Everyone wants to live by his own personal
standards and to exercise free will to the full. This course of
independence has resulted in confusion, rebellion, and m OTal breakdown.
When you disowned yourself and ca me to Jehovah in
Christian dedication, you chose to submit to his rightful
sovereignty. This has been most pleasing to Jehovah, and
you are blessed as a result. You are happy beCJuse you are
"walking in the law of Jehovah. "-Ps. 119: 1.
As a pioneer proc1aimcr of the good news, you have
numerous opportunities to teach others the importance of
submitting themselves to Jehovah's rule. You need to teach
them by word and by example.

Each one should examjne himself in this maner. You
can ask yourself: <Am I full y subjecting myself to Jehovah
and to his spirit-directed organizJtion? Am I reatly sl1bmissive in everything so as not to be directing my own steps?
Am I living my enure life in full recognition of Jehovah's
sovereignty? Am I loyally attached to Jehovah, to his congrega tion. to my ma rriage mate, Jnd to my C hristian
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Give exa mples of loyalty mani fes t through submission to Jehovah's representatives as indicated in the fo Uowing texts:
Eph. 6:1
Col. 3:18
Heb.13: 17
How can you show yourself to be loyal when others speak
against Jehova h, his Word, the congregation, or your Christian brothers?

How does the principle recorded at Acts 10:34, 35 help you
to be loyal when confronted with ex pressions of racism, nationalism, and so for th?
In times of persecution, how can we show that we truly are
loyal? (John 15: 13; Acts 9:23-25; Rev. 2:10)

Godly Subjection Must Be From the H eart
Discuss the princi ple found at 1 Peter 1:22, and apply it to
the following situations: (w93 10/15 pp. 12- 16)
A brother ca refully avoids associdting wi th a member of
the congregation because that one is of another race, national ity, or social standing.
At the Kingdom Hall, a sister sits on the side opposite to
someone who m she does not personally like, o r for a
similar reason, she switches to a congregation outside her
ho me territory.
Does your showing subjection depend on whether others are
watch ing you or not or whether you th in k members of the
congregation will learn o f your actions or not?
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Discuss exa mples below, indicating how you would show
proper subjection to Jehovah's sovereignty from the heart:
Reading books or magazines
Watching TV or going to the movies
Using the computer or the Internet
Selecting other entertainment
Conducting oneself in the privacy of the home with
mate and family
C1ring for duties and assignments in the congregation
How are we afFected personally when we cultivate love for Jehovah's ways and obey him because this is truly wha t is in
our heart? (Prov. 4:4, 10-13)
Jehovah's Sovereignty
Expressed Thro ugh the Congregation

What opportunities do you have to demonstrate your recognition of Jehovah's sovereignty, as suggested by the following
texts?
Matt. 24: 14; 28: 19, 20
Matt. 24:45-47
1 Cor. 5:9- 13
1 Cor. 7:39

1 Tim. 5:17
Heb. 10:23-25
Heb. 13:17
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How do you personally benefit from recognizing Jehovah's
sovereignty as expressed through the congregation?
Why arc: you ~peLially LUI1l:t:rneu about Jim..:ting newly in-

terested ones to the congregation?
Why is it advisable to start early?

Give practical suggestions for doing this.
What results have you had in this regard? Relate experiences.

How does your attitude towa rd people in the territory reflect

your atti tude toward Jehovah's sovereignty? (Rom. 5:8)
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Christian Women
Walking With God
OPENING DISCUSSION

The Bible recou nts the lives of many women who
walked with God. They set a fine example of faith for
Christian women today.
At a time of unrest and discontent among many people
with regard to their lot in life, Jehovah's dedicated servants
are blessed with the joy of fulfillment. They find true happiness in walking with God.

In some lands today, women have organized themselves
for the purpose of fighting the discrimination and oppression to which they have been unjustly subjected by unappreciative men. But even when they have attained some
measure of success, true happiness has not resuJted. The
very means used for gaining freedom from oppression have
often resulted in even greater frustrations.
On the other hand, the woman who is a true Christian
has found that the key to happiness ues in one's walking
with God. As a member of the Christian congregation, she
has come to understand her responsibilities before God.
With this primary relationship in clear focus, she has been
able to adjust to other relationships that seem to present extreme difficulties to other women. If she is married, she can
now recognize her husband in the role assigned to him by
Jehovah. She can understand her relationship to other men
who, along with her, are also walking with God.
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III many lands there are more women tha n men proclaiming the good news. Multitudes of women are responding to the good news. (ps. 68: 11) It is important for you to
understand and to appreciate fully the role of women in
the Christian congregation. Only in that way will you be
able to help women to become tru ly liberated today. For
th is reason, we consider the subject "Christian Women

Walking Wicll God."
Q UESTION OUTLINE

A Favored Position of Dignity and Respect
Rega rding the honorable relationship between man and
woman as established in the begi nning. what do you learn
from Genesis 2:20-24?
How does Ephesians 5:28-3 1 show that God's view of the
husband-and-wife relationship has not changed?
W hat is meant by the term "weaker vessel"? How does the
direction at I Peter 3:7 benefit and protect women? (g94
10/ 8 pp. 19-21)
What can a wife do to make herself "J crown
(Prov. 12:4)

to

her owner"?

Submission to Headship Not
Distasteful to the Woman Walki ng With God
\'\1\10 originated the headship armngement, and for what
re"son? (I Cor. 11 :3; 14:34, 40)
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How does Galatians 3:26-28 show that the headship arrangement does not stem from some bias on the part of God?
Why does wifely subjection not bring hardship upon the
woman in a Christian household? (Rom. 12:10)
When the Christian woman is in subjection to an unbelieving husband, what benefit may result? (I Pet. 3: 1, 2)
Relate published experiences demonstrating this point.
Even when there is no such favorable outcome, why can
she find satisfaction in showing respect for headship?
(Col. 3: 18, 23)
What headship is the Christian woman to recognize besides
the headship of her husband? (1 Cor. 14:35; 1 Tim. 2: 11-14)
How wOllld ~ woman ~ho\V thM she recognizes the headsh ip
principle when caring for matters pertaining to worship that
wouJd ordinarily be handled by her husband or by a dedicated male member of the congregation? (1 Cor. 11:4, 5)

What would constitute an appropriate head covering?
Read 1 Corinthians 11:2-16, and then explain why a sister should use a head covering in the following situations:
(w02 7/15 pp. 26-7; il-1 p. 1052)
She prays or conducts a Bible study with her
undedicated children or with others in the
presence of her undedicated husband.
She conducts a Bible study with her children,
including her 14-year-old son who is
baptized.
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She takes a brother with her on a prearranged
home Bible study, which she conducts. Why
might she decide to be wearing the head
covering when they arrive?
She conducts a congregationally arranged
meeting fo r field service.
Why does a Christian woman not need a head covering
in the following situations?
\V hile her husband is nor present, she
conducts a Bible study wit h her children,
including an undedjcated son.
She conducts a home Bible study with a
family of interested people that includes
husband, wife, and children.
She prays before going Out in field service
with two other sisters whom she has invited
to go with her.
She speaks with people as she goes fro m
house to house while accompanied by her
husband <?r by one of the brothers in the
congregation.
While witnessing from house to house or
making a return visit with <1 brother, she
starts a home Bible study.
She reads paragraphs at <1 Congregation Book
Study.
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She interprets what a speaker says at a
congregation meeting for the benefit of
those understanding another language,
including sign language.
Why maya sister desire to wear a head covering under
certain circumstances that do not really require that she

do so? (Roll1. 14:23; 1 Tim. 1:5)
How wou ld you harmonize the principle of subjection to

one's husband with the principle found at Acts 5:29?

Privileges and Responsibilities
of the Christian w'man Walking With God
What important responsibil ity of the woman is indicated at
Proverbs 31:1?
W hat constructive work ca n the discern ing woma n do ac-

cording to Titus 2:3-5?
What lesson can Christian women learn from Luke
10:38-421
With regard to dress and grooming, the Christian woman
needs to show what balance? (i Tim. 2:9, 10; I Pet. 3:3, 4)
Why is this important?

Ll what vast field of service have women shared effectively
with great benefit to many? (Acts 2:17, 18; 18:26)
Why is this such a vita l service for them to perform?
(Rom. 10:13,14; I Cor. 9: 16)
What rewards do Christian women receive for walking with
God?
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The Operation of
the Christian Congregation
OPENING DISCUSSION

As a pioneer publisher of the good news, you are most
likely working in close association with other brothers and
sisters. Even if you are working alone in an isolated field,
you are still part of the Christia n congregation. This means
that you enjoy certain privileges of association and have
definite responsibilities in that regard.
\Vhen we use the word "congregation" today, we are
usually referring to a loca l assembly of Jehova h's people.
(Col. ..U 5) However, the same word may be used when we

speak of the worldwide association of Christi,ll1 brothers.
(I Pet. 5:9) 1t may also be used to designate the l44,OOO
anointed ones in particular.-Heb. 12:23.
The way in which the Christian congregation operates
is of special interest to all of JehOy.lh's servants_ Understand ing its operation ca n enable you persona lly to cooperate full y with the congregation and thereby to be more effective in fulfilling your individu.ll responsibilities as a
member of it.
Q UESTION O UTLINE

Origin and Purpose of the C hristian Congregation
\X1hat were the circumstances and e\-ents that marked the
founding of the Christian congreg.ation? (Acts, chap_ 2)
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Wha t model was used for the organizational structure of the
congregation' (Gal. 6: 16; Col. 2: 16, 17)
Mention some of the numerous parallels between naturallsmel and spiritual lsr.lel. (it-I pp. 496-500)
According to 1 Peter 2:9, what was God's purpose in calling
o ut the congregation?

How did the congregation proceed to carry out the commission stated at Acts I :8? (Acts 5:28; 8:4, 5; 10:34, 35)

Early Organizational Structure
To whom does the congregation belong? (Acts 20:28)
How can you prove Scripturally that Jesus was unmistakably
recognized as Head of the congregation, even though at
times Peter served prominenrly as spokesman for the apostles?
Show how Jesus functioned as Head of the first-century
congregation from Pentecost 33 C.E. onward. (Matt. 28:
20; Acts 2:32, 33; 4:13; 5:40-42; 9:5,10-20; 16:6,7; Rev.
1:1,19; 2:1)
To whom did Jesus delegate oversight of the congregation?
(Matt. 10:1; 24:45-47)
How wou ld an individual in the first century be able to
identify the fa ithful slave class? (Gal. 1:6-9)
What Scriptural ev idences of a govern ing body of elders for
the direction of the congregat ions of the first century can
you point out? (Acts 4:34, 35; 5: 12; 6:2-6; 8: 14-17; 15:2, 3)
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What benefi t did the early congregation derive from recognizing and cooperating with the governing body?
(Acts 16:4, 5)
W hat does Jesus' illustration of the wheat and the weeds in dica te with regard to the congregat ion? (Matt. 13:24-30)

How was this fu lfilled?

Operation of the Congregation Today
W hat developments in modern-day history enable you to
answer the question: "Who really is the faithful and discreet
slave?" (Matt. 24:45; w90 3/15 pp. 13-14)
Why is it importan t for you personally to identify 'the
faicllful slave'? (Matt. 24:46, 47)
In what way does Jesus function as Head of the congregation
today? (Rev. 1:12-16,20)
H ow does the modern-day Governing Body function? Briefly discuss the information in the March 15, 1998, Watchtower pages 20-3.
7

What advantages do you see in this arrangement?
Why do you not fear complying with the counsel of Hebrews 13:17, although Christian overseers are imperfect
men? (Matt. 25:40)
W hat place do legal corporations, such as the Watch Tower
Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, have with regard to
the congregation of God? (w0 1 1/ 15 pp. 28-3 1)
How do you personally view information published by
the faithful slave class through such legal instruments?
(lsa.54:13)
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What is the va lue of the Proclaimers book, and why should
pioneers be familiar wi th its conten t?

Your Responsibility
as a Member of the Congregation
In what ways can you support the congregation today?

(n p. 284)
How can you encourage and help others to support the congregation?
What benefits do you derive from supporting the congregation?
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Bible Topics for the Field
OPENING DISCUSSION

In his first letter to the Corinthians, Paul discussed matters that were of special interest to them. Since he had received reports about them, he fclt impelled to write to
them and answer their inquiries. Discussing with people the
topics that especially interest them wins attention not only
in the congregation but also in the field service.
It is good for pioneers to be prepared to make Bible
topics appealing to different ones in their terri tory. Reason-

ing From the Scriptures is particularly helpful in this regard.
W hat appeals to a man may not appeal

to

a woman or a

you th. What appeals to Catholics will not necessarily ap-

peal to Baptis[s, Muslims, Hindus, or Jews. Topics that interest religious people may not capture the atten tion of agnostics or atheists, although such ones may still have some
respect fo r the Bible. Certain topics will appeal to those
who are sick, depressed, grieving, or oppressed. Our objective in preparing for discussions in the field should be like
that of Paul, who said: "1 have become all things to people
of all sorts, that 1 might by all means save some." Our desire too should be like his. He further said: "I do all things
for the sake of the good news, that I may become a sharer
of it with other5."-1 Cor. 9:22, 23.

Therefore, it is important that we try to get people to
talk. Try to find out what they believe and how they think.
Then on the basis of what they say, decide how to proceed
with the Bible discussion.
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Jehovah has promised a new system of
government (2 Pet. 3:13)
Show how these tex ts are discussed in a

current Bible study publication.
(2) Is there a loving God who cares?
Creation shows that God exists (Ps. 19: 1)
God provides valuable direction for us
(Ps. 19:7-9)
Show how these texts are discussed in a
current Bible study publication.

Why might these topics be effective in talking with
men?

What topics introduced on pages 9-15 of the Reasoning
book would appeal to women?
EXAMPLES: Topics covering religion, children, local

events, conditions in school, living conditions, cost of
living. prayer
SAMPLE DISCUSSIONS

(I ) How can w"njoya happy fom ily lift?

Need to take time to rrain children in God's
way (prov. 22:6)
Paying attention to the Bible's message
brings happiness to parents, life to children
(Prov. 23:24, 25)
Show how these texts are discussed in a

current Bible study publication.
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(2) What do you think is the reason for the violence il1
schools? Does it reslIlt from a lack ofparenlaltraining? 0, could il be somelbing else. sud; as the influence of/he Devil?

If the response is "the influence of the
Devil," read Revelation 12:9. 12. and point
out the Devil's role in promoting turmoil in

the world.
If the response is "a lack of parental
training," read 2 Timothy 3: 1-5, and point
out the traits that evidently contribute to this
problem.

Show how these texts are discllssed in a
current Bible study publicaLion.
(3) In vie'lIJ qfthe challenges 'lile all ;ace,
think prayer can be of real help?

h01l)

do you

Prayer draws us close to God, gives inner
strength (Phil. 4:6, 7)
Show how this text is discussed in a current
Bible study publication.
Why might these topics be effective in talking with
women?
What topics introduced on pages 9~ IS of the Rellsoning
book would appeal to youths?
EXAMPLES: Topics covering a secure future, hypocrisy in
religion and leadership, why there is injustice
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EXPERIENCES: A I7-year-old from Moldova wrote to
the bra nch office: "Talking to [Jehovah's Witnesses]
a bout hope for the future and strengthening my confidence in the Creator's mercy helped me recover little by
little from a state of despa ir. ... YOUI' helping people to
learn about God's purpose to bring better living conditions is a true manifestation of love toward your neighbor. It is evident that these efforts are not without results.

Your efforts in highlighting the most important problems
of society are praiseworthy. Keep on doing this useful
work." (gOO 2/22 p. 32)
After reading an A 'wake! article on prayer, a youth wrote:
"The article helped me to realize that I need a closer relationship with God. At my age, 16, it is extremely difficult. There are many temptations and peer pressure. I'm
wonderi ng if there's some way that I could have a Bible."

(g02 3/22 p. 30)
Why do experiences Like these encourage us
to witness to t he youths we meet in our field
activity?
SAMPLE DISCUSSIONS

(l) Does God really care aboll/young people?
God has keen interest in all mankind,

including youth (2 Pet. 3:9)
\X/hat is God's promise for the future?

(2 Pet. 3:13)
Show how these texts are discussed in a
current Bible study publication.
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(2) Is God really concerned about tbe injustice and
suffering Wf Set arollnd us?
The Bible assures us that God cares and win
provide relief (Ps. 72: 12- 14)
Show how this text is discussed in a current
Bible study publication.
(3) Call young people have a secure/II/ure?
Soon no wicked people will be found
(Ps.37:10)
Only righteous people wi ll enjoy Paradise
earth (Ps. 37: II , 29)
Show how these tex ts are discussed in a
current Bible study pu blication.
Why may these topics appeal

to

youths today?

What topics would appeal to agnostics or atheists?
EXAMPLES: Topics covering benefiLS of following practical counsel of Bible; answering puzzling questions, such
as Why does God permit wickedness?; dealing with such
su bjects as the inspiration of [he Bible, scientific soundness of the Bible, hypocrisy in rel igion
SAMPLE D ISCUSSIONS

(I ) Why does God permit suffering'

Jehovah is giving man an opportunity to
repent (2 Pet. 3:9)
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Time viewed tiumJehovah's standpoint is
different (2 Pet. 3:8)
Need to take advantage ofJehovah's patience
(2 Pet. 3:15)
Show how these texts are discussed in a
current Bible study publjcation.

(2) What evidence is there that the Bible's contents are

sciemijically accurate?
Shape of planet Earth referred to as "circle"
(15.1. 40:22)

Earth not resting upon anything, contrary to
what ancients thought (Job 26:7)
Bible truth benefits those who apply it
(Heb.4:12)

Show how these texts are discussed in a
current Bible study publication.

Why would these topics be of interest to honesthearted
agnostics or atheists?
Why may we have to spend time convincing agnostics or
atheists that there is a God and that the Bible is hjs Word before discussing other Bible topics with them?
What things might we say to help them reason on the
wisdom of believing that there is a God and that the Bible is h is Word?
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Effective Presentations for Busy People
Why does our presentation often need to be brief?
For brief presentations. refer to Our Kingdom Ministry

articles, such as January 2002, pages 3-6.

Direct Approach to Start Bible Studies
In some areas, the direct approach produces good results.

Discuss the direct approach, using the Reasoning book,
page 12, and Our Kingdom Ministr)'. January 2002,
page 6.
How will using the direct approach assist us?
What will help us to be more conscious of using the direct approach?
In some areas, people are not inclined to accept a Bible
study when oA-'ercd one on the first visit.
What can be said if people decline the direct
offer of a Bible Study?

EXAMPLE: "Please keep in mind that we
always make the free home Bible course

available if you would like that in the future.
In the meantime, here is what we are talking
to our neighbors about today. [Go on with
Bible discussion.]"
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Training Sessioll
Instructor reviews effective ways to handle the initial call in
the local territory. He then demonstrates suggestions found
in recent articles in Our Kingdom M inistry. using one of the
students as the householder. Afterward, one or two students
may try the suggestion. Students can then discuss the positive aspects of the presentation and why it would be effective.

Encourage all to be Aexible, to use introductions that will
help them discern the thinking of the householders, and
th.en to be prepared to adapt their presentations to these situations.
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Jesus Christ
- The way, the Truth, the Life
OPENING DISCUSSION

Jesus told his apostles: "You will be witnesses of me ...
to the most distant part of the ea rth." (Acts 1:8) You are
hav ing a share in the fu lfillment of that prophecy. You are,
of course, primarily a Witness of Jehova h. But when you
talk about God's loving prov isions for life, you are also
bearing witness to Jesus, for be is " the way and the truth
and the life."- John 14:6.
It is vitally importan t for you to help sincere individuH
als to appreciate Jesus' role in God's purpose. He is "the
wayll; there is no approach to the Father except through
him. He is «the truth," not a shadow, but the reality; he
fulfills the many inspired prophecies identifying him as the
Messiah. (John 1:17) So understanding the Bible depends

on accepting Jesus as the Christ. He is also "the life"; all our
prospects for eternal life depend on the provisions made
th rough him, "the C hief Agent of life."-Acts 3: 15; il-2
p. 61.
As you teach interested o nes, be sure that you do not
allow them to glorify you beca use of the things th.n they
are lea rn ing with your help. Rather, emphasize the importance of becoming disciples of Jesus C hrist. Jehova h's will is
that "every tongue shou ld openly acknowledge that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father."- Phil. 2: 11.
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QUESTION OUTLINE

The Person
How is it that Jesus is God's "firstborn" Son? (Col. US)
Why docs the Bible say that Jesus is God's "only-begotten"
Son? (John 1:3, 14; Heb. 11: 17; il-2 p. 53)
When Colossians 1:16 says that "by means of him al l other
things were created:' does it mean that Jesus could claim to
be co-Creator with God? (Matt. 19:4-6; il-2 p. 52)
What was Jesus' position in the creation? (Gen. 1:26;
Prov. 8:30)
b1 what way is Jesus "the Word"? (John 1:1 ; 12:50; w98 6/15
p. 23; il-2 p. 1203)

How would you help someone to understand Jesus' prehu*
man existence and position and put faith in Him? (John 8:
23, 42, 58; il-2 p. 52)
How does knowing the facts about Jesus' prehuman existence benefit you personally?

The Way
How only is reconciliation to God possible for sinful humans? (Rom. 5: 11 ; il-2 p. 760)
In what way has Jesus made possible an approved standing before God? (Rom. 5:18; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb. 9:22-26)
To whom are the benefits of this provision available?
(Acts 10:43; Eph. 2: 18; 1 John 2:2)
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What will the final outcome be for those who avail
themselves of this loving provision? (Heb. 7:25)
How is it true that Jesus is "the way" as to our approach to
God in prayer? (John 16:23, 24; 2 Cor. 1:20)

How can we show that we do not take lightly the importance ofJesus' role as "the way"?

T he 'liuth
How did Jesus "bear witness to the truth" by his entire life
course as the Sent One' (Jolm 18:37; Luke 24:44)
How is it that "the truth came to be through Jesus"?
(John 1:17; it-2 pp. 60, 62, 692 par. 2)
Not only did Jesus act as God's spokesman but he

also performed miraculous works in fulfillment of all
the prophecies centered on him. (Rom. 15:8; Col.
2:17)
What demonstrates that Jesus did not hold back from speaking the trud1? (Luke 8:1)
To what did Jesus constantly draw attention, making it
the theme of his preaching? (Matt. 9:35)
How should you imitate Jesus' zeal and his interest in
making the truth known?
Explain how "the bearing witness to Jesus is what inspires
prophesying." (Rev. 19:10; it-2 p. 691)
How should you view the work of "bearing witness to
Jesus"?
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The Life

According to Matthew 20:28, what is one reason why Jesus
came to earth?
What is the ransom price that Jesus paid
from sin and dealh? (I Pet. 1:18. 19)

to

release us

Explain what is meant by Jesus' being '''the Chief Agent of
life." (Acts 3: 15; 10:42; John 6:39. 40; Eph. 1:7; Heb. 8: 1-3;
it-2 p. 61)
Give evidence that we benefit even now from the sinatoning value ofJesus' sacrifice. (Rev. 7:9, to)
If you are to recclve the blessings of eternal life. in what is it
absolutely necessary for you to have faith? (Acts 4:12)

What does the "name" ofJesus involve? (Matt. 24:9. 14;
Heb. 1:3.4)

Effects on You
What does Jesus' being "the way and the truth and the life"
mean to you?
Of what value is this information to you in your li fe and

in the field?
How can you instill appreciation for Jesus Christ into those
with whom you (a) do secular work? (b) conduct home Bible studies? (c) h~lve c0l1vers..1tions in the field?
Explain how you could use the Reasoning book when a person says: 'You people do not believe ill Jesus' or 'Have you
accepted Jesus as your personal Savior?' or 'Why do you put
so much emphasis on Jehovah and leave Jesus out?'
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Follow Jesus as a Model
OPENING DISCUSSION

First Peter 2:21 Sc1YS that "Christ suffered for you, leaving you a model for you to follow his steps closely." Jesus'
personality, his qualities, and his example as a hard worker
provide a pattern for you to follow as you work together
with fellow believers in the Kingdom-preaching and
disciple-making work.
If you imitate Jesus' great warmth and feel ing, have empathy, and show interest in others, you will be demonstrating Jehova h's divine qual ities. (Matt. 11:28-30) Prove yourself to be a real friend and true companion to others. Make
them feel at ease, yet show great courage and strength in
following the example that Jesus set.-Ma rk 10: 13-16; John
2:13-17; 15:11-15.
lmitate the perfect model by manifesting love, the
dominant quality in Jesus' life and service. Be humble,
kind, and loving in dealing with others, yet be strong for
righteousness and justice.-l Pet. 2:22-24.
Follow the example of Jesus, who arose early in the day
and served late into the night. Place prime emphasis on
spiritual things. As Jesus counseled, never become overly
concerned with material things. Appreciate good things
done for YOll, as the account at Luke 10:38-42 indicates
that Jesus did.
Jeslls proved to be a Master Teacl1er and a Wonderful
Counselor. Copy his style of teaching. Study the variety of
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methods he found successful, and use them in line with
your personality and manner. (Luke 10:25·37) Constantly
pay attention to the way in which you teach. Make progress
in following the perfect example and model. Jesus!

UESTION OUTLINE

Imitate the Kind of Person Jesus Was
How did Jesus show that love was the dominant qua lity of
his personality? (John 15:13, 14)
What was always highlighted in Jesus' love? (John 8:29;
1 John 5:3)
In addition to his love, what other essential qua lity did Jesus
manifest? (Heb. 1:9)
Why is it important that you imitate the way that Jesus
demonstrated love for his disciples? (John 13:34, 35)
How can you display such love toward your Christian
brothers and sisters? (,.01 12/ 15 pp. 16-17)
"The love the Christ has" compels us to do what?
(2 Cor. 5:14, 15)
Describe the love that should be shown toward (a) fellow
believers (Col. 3:12-17) and (b) the world of mankind.
(Col. 4:5, 6)

SELF-ExAMINATION: Do I think about what I can
do for those in unfortunate circumstances or those
who might be lonely? Do I make others feel that they
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are really appreciated? Am I inclined

to

give of myself

in behalf of others with no th ought of getting any-

thing in return? Do I display love indiscriminately?
(Luke 14:12-14) Do [reflect love and concern for the
welfare of those in my territory? Am I aware of the
danger they are in, and do I make every eHort to
reach their hearts? When some manifest an unloving
spirit, am I motivated to try another approach? (Rom.
12:20; 1.88 10/ 1 pp. 10-14)

How did Jesus also show warmth and deep feeling toward
those among whom he lived and worked? (Matt. 9: 10-13;
Luke 7:36-48)
In what way can YOLI dispby such an attitude, putting
others at ease when you are with them?
Why could fo llowing Jesus' exa mple of humility, kindness,
and love contribute to your being a real friend and tfue COI11-

p<1nion of others? (John 15: II-I S)
Give some examples of specific ways o r circumstances in
which this has proved true for you.
EXPERIENCE: Two brothers in Russia were preaching
from house to house one morning. A woman listened
to their introduction and then excused herself. She returned with a pot of borscht, o r beet soup, and threw
this on the brothers, adding angrily: "Do not visit me
again." The brothers returned home to change their
clothes and then continued their activity. Later that
day, they went to the market in order to purchase the
ingredients needed for good borscht. That evening
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they visited the woman again . They told her that this
time they came, not to preach, but to compensate her
for the loss of her family's food, knowing that the
soup she had wasted might have been the entire fam ily meal. Then they handed her the foodstuffs they
had purchased. The woman was so surprised that she
invited the brothers in to talk. In time, a Bible study
was started with this woman.
Why are the qualities of humility and empathy needed
in your life and in the disciple-making work?
Explain why you need an attitude of compassion like that of
Jesus in order for you to be successful in your pioneer servIce. (Mark 6:30-34)

In accomplishing your assignment, are you motivated as
Jesus was to say: "I want to"? (Matt. 8:2, 3)
How did Jesus set a fine example of being approachable. as
indicated at Mark 10: 1,2, 10, 13, and 17?
What is indicated by the (1ct that the physical appearance of
Jesus is not detai led in the Scriptures?
What should your dress and grooming reflect? (1 Tim. 2:
9, 10; I Pet. 3:4)
Work Hard, as Jesus D id
What was Jesus' attitude toward his work, and how can we
imitate him in this regard' (John 9:4; 17:4; il-2 p. 68)
How would your knowing that Jesus had a schedule of activity be helpful to you in fulfilling your assignment? (Luke 21:
37,38)
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How can you show that you feel as Jesus did when he sa id:
''My food is for me to do the will of him that sent me and
to finish his work"? (John 4:6, 8, 32-35)

Have a Balanced View of Material Things
What counsel ofJesus describes the atti tude you shouJd have
toward material things? (Matt. 6:24-33; il-2 p. 68)
How did Jesus set an exam ple for you to follow regarding relaxation in your life and work? (Mark 6:31; Luke 5:29;)ohl1
12:2-8)

How can you imitate Jesus in showing appreciation for
the things others do to help you in your pioneer work?
What will help you to develop and maintain a balanced
view of material things?

Imitate the Master Teacher, Jesus
How did Jesus prove himself to be the MasterTeacher? (Matt.
7:28,29; il-2 p. 70)

What manner of teaching used by Jesus could you imitate in order to reach the hearts of your listeners? (Matt.
16:5- 16)

How can using illustrations as Jesus did simplify, clarify, and
add weight to your teaching? (Matt. 7:24-27; 16:1-4)
Why was it said about Jesus that "without an illustration
he would not speak to ,hem"? (Matt. 13:10-15,34,35;
il -I p. 11 75)
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Ll what way can you use questions as Jesus did to cause others to think, reason, and make their own decisions?
(Ma tt. 17:24-27)
If you follow Jesus' art of teaching, will you be able to help
others fi nd solutions to their problems? Explain.

"Follow His Steps Closely"
How can the dominant qua lities of love and kindness as
demonstrated by Jesus beneficially affect your ministry in
the congregation and in the field?
Tell us about any other benefits you fee l that you have re-

ceived by looking to Jesus, who left us a model and whose
steps we seek to follow closely. (1 Pet. 2:21)
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Developing the Art of Teaching
OPENING DISCUSSION

II should be the burning desire of every dedicated servant of Jehovah to teach the Word of God effectively and
rhus to build in others appreciation for Jehovah and his
marvelous qualities. This will help motivate them to serve
him. Jesus Christ is the Master Teacher. (John 13:13) By
studying Jesus' life and ministry, you ca n gain insight into
how and why he was so effective as a teacher. This wi ll
help you to fu lfill the comm ission to "make disciples of
people of all the natio ns, ... tcacbing them."-Matt. 28:
19, 20.
Teaching is an art. It is vita l in every facet of your sacred service, and there is much that you can do to develop
this art. By being an effective teacher, you will be able to
reach the hearts of your listeners and progressively to lead
them to understand, appreciate, and act on the truth of
God's Word. Th is will increase your joy in Jehovah's ser,·ice.- be pp. 56-6 1; w88 7/ 15 pp. 9-20; 10863/ 1 pp. 2830; il-2 pp. 1070-4.
UESTION OUTLINE

Jesus, the Master Teacher
On what did Jesus base his teaching? (Matt. 4:7, 1O;Joho
7: 16)
\'{Ihar does John 7:16 revea l Jesus' motive in teaching to be,
.md what example did Jesus set for you?
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How do Jesus' words found at Matthew 5:3-16 show (a) simplicity? (b) brevity? (c) clarity? Read and discuss.

In his teaching,

to

what extent did Jesus USe the following?

(1) Q!Iestions (Matt. 16:5-12; Mark 8:29; 9:33; 11:29)
(2) IUustrations (Matt. 13:34, 35)
According to Matthew 7:28, 29, why were the crowds as-

tounded at Jesus' way of teaching?

Did Jesus use object lessons' Explain. (John 13:2- 16)

Teaching to Stimulate and Motivate
Our primary objective is to help people get to know Jehovah
and his Son.

Why is praying to God for direction necessary in your
preparation as well as in your field min istry?
(1 Cor. 3:6, 9; Jas. 1:5)
Why is it important to draw attention to the relationship
between what is being learned and Jehovah as a person?
How do you do that?

Deep concern on your part and a loving desire to help people are important factors.
Why may contacting an interested person at times o ther

than the forma l study time have a good effect?
What will result if your student makes personal application of the information learned? (Acts 2:37-39)
Why is it necessary to give attention to individuals in a
group study?
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\Vhat lesson do we learn from Jesus' deep concern for
those whom he taught? (Mark 6:34)
A major objective should be to reach the heart of your
tener.

lis~

How will your listener be helped by encouragement to
ponder on what he learns?
How will your emphasizing main points and not trying
to cover too much material make it easier to reach his
heart?
How can auxiliary questions be lIsed to help you reach
the heart of the student?
Why could the following questions reach a person's
heart: 'Does this sou nd reasonable to you? Do you
feel that this is consistent with God's love? What
benefit do you see in applyi ng such counsel?'
What is the effect of helping a person to think in terms of
gaining an approved relationship with Jehovah?
In this regard, why is it good to emphasize (a) Jehova h's
love and wisdom? (b) the value of reasoning on and ap~
plying Bible principles? (c) the need always to seek Jehovah's direction before making a decision?
Why is building appreciation for Jehovah, his worship, and
his service better than just imparting knowledge of such?
Why is it beneficial to encourage your listener to ana lyze his
motive for doing things?
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Once you have taught a person to love Jehovah with his
"whole heart," what may he be 1110tivated to do in his
life? (Matt. 22:37; I John 5:3)
Discuss benefits that will come to the person from
meeting Jehovah's requirements.
Included in the art of teaching is discerning whalllJllounl of
material to cover with the individual.
Why are the following points important in teaching, and

how might these influence the quantity of material covered?
(1) The limitations of your student

(2) The need

to

define rerms used

(3) Repetition of main points

(4) Above-average reading ability and quick comprehension on the part of your student
Your good preparation of scriptures is essential. When teaching, you can read a scripture, explain it, illustmte it, and ap-

ply it.
Why is reading a scripture usually not sufficient when

teaching?
After you read Matthew 6: 10, what exp/analioll do you

find helpful to newly interested ones?
When you discuss James I: 14, 15, what illustration
wou ld you usc to aid a student?
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How could you apply Revelation 21:4 to your listener so
that he wou ld see how it involves him personally?
Why is th is effective?
How does Proverbs 3:5, 6 emphasize the need
closely to God's Word when teach ing?

to

stick

How can visual aids, such as pictures, maps, and the videos
produced by Jehovah's Witnesses, be used effectively?
(be pp. 247-50)
Why is enthusiasm on your part vi tal when teaching?
Teaching With Illustrations and Questions
When properly used, illustrations can be effective devices in
four ways:

(1) They arrest attention.
(2) They stir up thinking abi lity.

(3) They stir emotions, affecting the conscience and the
heart.
(4) They serve as memory aids.
In view of the foregoing, how can the use of illustrations
help you in teaching? (be pp. 240-6)
EXAMPLE: A person who is study ing is hesitant about
sharing with others the things he is learning. You could
illustrate the need by asking: 'If you were to see a person
drowning and did nothing to save him when you were
able to do so, how would you feel afterward? How wou ld
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others who learned about it feel toward you? How do

you think Jehovah will feel toward us if we do nothing to
assist those who face death .It Armageddon?'
\Vhat illustrations do you frequently use in exp1aining Bible
truths to people who show interest?

Helpful questions stimulate and train one's thinking ability.
(be pp. 236-9)
How will such viewpoi11t questions as the follow ing help you
in teaching?

? Do you agree with God's
law on this? What benefit is th ere in following God's law

'What is God's law

011 . . .

on ... ?'

At the conclusion of the illustration of the neighborly
Samaritan, why did Jesus pose the question, "Who of

these three seems to you to have made himself neighbor
to the man that fell among the robbers?" instead of just

identifying the person himself? (Lu ke 10:30-36)
When a question brings a negative response to an illusrra·
tion, why might it be good to say. Well, that is something
to think about, isn't it?' and then go on with your conversa-

tion?
Why are questions like these effective: 'Do you believe what
we just studied? H ow do you feel about it? How could you
apply this in your life?'

Why is it good to involve your listener in the conversation
by use of questions? (be p. 259)
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What is accomplished by such questions as: 'Don't you
feel that ... ?' or 'Won't you agree that ... ?'
Why is helping your listener reach a conclusion by asking
him a series of leadillg questions often better than telling
him the answer?
How did Jesus use leading questions to help his disciples understa nd the dangers posed by his religious enemies? (Matt.
16:5-12)

Benefits of Developing tbe Art of Teaching
What does 1 Timothy 4: 16 show to be lasting benefits that
come from effective teaching?
According to Jesus' words found at Matthew 5:2, 14-16, who
is to be honored in our teaching?
Through our art of teaching, we shine as illuminators in the
world.
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Making Effictive Return Visits
OPENING D ISCUSSION

Many of us are in the truth today because some brmh·
ers and sisters patiently made effective return visits on us.
We appreciate the personal attention we received. Yes, Jesus
showed that this is an important P.1rt of our work, since he
instructed his followers not only to preach but also to
"make disciples."-Matt. 28: 19, 20.

Do you enjoy making return visits? What pleasant S<'ltisfaction we derive from a successful call! Some, however, are
hesitan t about making return visits beca use they are unsure
of themselves and apprehensive about the reaction of the
householder. fu a result, they o ften wa it tOO long.
H ave you ever done this?

Making return visits can be one of the easiest and most
enjoyable parts of your service. Why? Because having already had friendly contact with the householder, you know
some o f the things that interest him. You have also had
time to choose the scriptures that you would ljke to discuss
with him. Th is time you are ca lling on an acquaintance
who knows that you are there to discuss the Bible with
him.
What have you found that contributes to an effective
retu rn visit? Have you wondered what other successful pioneers do? Many say that two things are needed: (1) a sincere
personal interest in tbe person being called on and (2) an ap-
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Where did aU the different races originate?
Why are there so many religions in the world?
Where did the Devil come from?
How can we pray and be heard by God?

Can the dead harm or bring benefits to the living?
M ake note of scriptures that answer the above ques~

tions and of current Bible study publications where
such topics are discussed.
What is the advantage of teachi ng the householder a Bible
trllth ti,at will benefit him personally? (km 4/98 p. 4)
What are some subjects or questions that catch people's
interest and tha t appea l
(km 11/97 p. 3)

to

those in your territory?

Why is the Reasoning book helpful in preparing for return visits?

What notations shou ld you make about the person him-

self, his family, his interests?
Why would it be good to write down all the information
you will need for making a return visit?

What information will you need?
What can be written down besides what you have already accomplished on the call?
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Preparing for the Return Visit
How can the notatio ns you made after the preceding visit
help you to prepare?

Ho\v would you determine which scriptures and publications to use?
When making a return visit, why should you think positively about the householder's attitude and interest?

Why can you ca Uback even when no literature has been
placed? (Matt. 10:13; Luke 10:5,6)
EXPERIENCE: In the door-to-door work, a sister met

a lady who was very friendly but who firmly refused
the magazi nes. The sister thought about the lady for

days and decided she wanted to talk to her again.
Finally, the sister prayed, took courage, and knocked
at the lady's doo r. The householder invited her inside.
A study was started, and it was conducted again the
follow ing day. In time, the householder came into the

truth. (km 3/ 97 p. 6)
Consider Acts 9:10-17.
Initially, what was Ananias' attirude about calling o n

Saul (paul)? (Acts 9: 13, 14)
What was Jesus' direction? (Acts 9: 15)
What was Ananias' approach o n the call? (Acts 9: 17)
From this account, what can we learn about the proper attitude when making return visits?
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How do you determine the best time to make a return visit?
\Vhy is it often wise

make the return visi t within a day or
two instead of waiting longer?
[0

Call for expressions or experiences from those who make
return visits a day or two after locating the interest.
EXPERIENCE: One sister makes arrangements to call
back the following week. But a day or two after the
initial call, she will stop at the home to give the
householder a magazine on the subject they discussed. Then, the sister explains: "I saw this article
and thought you would like to read it. 1 can't stop to
talk now, but I'll be back on Wednesday afternoon as
we planned. Is that time still all right with you?"
Why is this a good approach?

Determining Your Objective for the Visit
Of course, our primary objective is to help people become
baptized disciples of Christ Jesus. In modern times, the
home Bible study arra ngement has been the most effective
way of reaching this objective. In working toward that goal,
be sure to discuss some Scriptural subject on each return visit, thereby increasing the householder's interest tl1 accepting

a Bible study.
Why may some hesitate to talk with us when we make return visits on them?
How will your showing warm personal interest in them
help remove any apprehension on their part?
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What would you say to put a person at ease and to pro-

mote a friendly atmosphere as well as to build his confidence in the message?
Why is it important to listen to the householder's com-

ments?
What is the advantage of always presenting further Scriptural information?
Why does

placing literature not always determine the
householder's genuine interest?
OUf

H ow do yOll determine genuine interest? (Matt. 10:11;

Luke 10:5, 6; 7091 9/1 p. 29)
H ow lTIay yOll try to start a study on a return visit?

EXAMPLES: Discussing a few paragraphs from a current
Bible study publication; using just the Bible to discuss a
certain subject; using one of OUf tracts (km 9/93 p. 1)
Some householders are willing to have brief Bible discussions
on their doorstep.

Have you considered the possibility of conducting a doorstep Bible study with some of those on whom you have been
making return visits?
EXPERIENCE: A brother placed magazines with a man

and had pleasant conversations with him several times.
When the brother offered the householder a Bible study,
he refused it. Rather than conclude that the man was not
interested, however, the brother visited him again. After
placing magazines. the brother said: «While we are here,
we are answering one Bible question fo r people today."
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H e then asked the question, and the householder responded. The brother showed the man what the Bible

says and read the applicable paragraph from a publication
used for Bible studies. Thereafter, brief doorstep Bible
studies continued.

If you are having a regular and systematic. though brief, Bible discussion at the doorstep in recommended publications.

are you conducting a Bible study?

Making the VIsit
On the return visit, how do you introduce yourself? Why in
that way?
How do you show personal interest in the householder?
Do you try to get an invitation into the home? Why?
How do you do it?
What would you do if you were not invited into the
home?
Once invited into the home, what good manners do you
display? What impression will tltis make?
What is the advantage of letting the householder use his
own Bible?
Some pioneers find it better to make a formal offer of a
study rather than trying to get into an informal discussion.
Others consider scriptures on a subject without mentioning
the matter of a study. Which method do you prefer, and

why?
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Training Session
Instructor presents various ways of starting Bible studies on a
return visit, using current Bible study publications. Refers to
recent Our Kingdom Ministry articles. Mterward. students
may comment on the presentations.
Which of these approaches would you prefer to use? Why?
In order to appeal to different people. what variations of
introductions might you use to start Bible studies?
What can you do to prepare the householder for the next

visit?
What subject would you discuss on the next call?
Why wou ld you discuss that subject?
How would you use the Reasoning book in preparing for
the call?

What do you do when the householder is too busy to talk
with you?
What is the advantage of showing the householder at

least one point from the Scriptures if this is possible and
appropriate under the circumstances?
Although the householder is busy, what do you say to
prepare him for your next visit?
What do you say if you find that the householder is not
really interested? Why do you hancUe it in that way?
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If someone comes into the horne when you are talking with
the householder. what courtesy could you show? Why
would you do so?

Remember that we are interested in people. and we want
to

help them to the extent possible.

When the householder expresses himself. why is it essential
that we listen attentively and sincerely?
How can the householder's comments aid us in deterrruning the subject to discuss the next time?
How long should you stay on the first few ca lls? Why do
you feel this way?
How will prayer help you to be successful in making return
visits?
Discuss suggestions for initiating conversations with people
to whom you have been referred by relatives or friends or to
whom literature has been sent by the branch office.

If making return visits is difficult for you. why would it be
wise to accompany someone who does well in this work?
Have any of you done this with good results?
How were you helped?
Why would you say that the work of making return visits is
especially important now?
What encouragement have you received from diligently
trying to follow up on all interest?
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Field Service
-Making Return Visits
The group will engage in field service activity for two
hours. Students can work with instructor, his wife, or other
experienced pioneers, whatever is best locally. Endeavor to
make return visits on interested people met in the service
earlier in the week. Try to use the suggestions discussed in

class the preceding day.
For about 30 minutes following the field service activity, the class will discuss the results of their efforts. They
may reenact briefly some of their experiences. Consider
what they believe wou ld help them to be more effective in
reaching interested ones in the future.
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The Holy Scriptures
-God's Communication to Man
OPENING DISCUSSION

You know that the Holy Scriptures are God's conunu·
nication to man. In many parts of the earth, people do not
profess to accept the Bible as being from God. Even in
Christendom, increasing numbers of people do not accept
the entire Bible as being divinely inspired and authentic. It
is obvious that Christendom does not follow the Bible as
her guide. At the same time, there are those who are of
honest heart. What a grand privilege you have to help such
ones to appreciate that the Holy Scriptures are true and that
they provide the inspired, practical guide for a secure life
now and in the future! (Ps. 119:105; 1 Tim. 6:17-19) Rea-

soning From the Scriptures. pages 58-68, provides valuable
information to help build faith in the Holy Scriptures.
Abundant information on this subject can also be found in
our other publications. such as The Bih/e-Go£s WOrd or
Man's?
UESTION OUTLINE

Evidence That the
Holy Scriptures Are Accurate and Inspired
Various lines of evidence show that the Bible record is reli?~le, but these do not necessariJy prove that it is of d ivine Of19m.

Unit 10 (al

99

Is it possible for a record to be bistorically sound without being inspired by God?
Would you expect a record that is inspired by God to be
truthful in every respect? (Ps. 31:5)
When ancient secular records include extravagant claims
about rulers, what does this generally suggest regarding
the reliability of other details? (it-I p. 448 par. 5; p. 451
pars. 2, 7)
How could you reason on Luke 3:1. 2 as to the historical
soundness of the Bible?

Regarding the caliber of historical information found in
the Bible, what is indicated by the genealogical lists that
reach from Adam to Jesus Christ? (Gen., chaps. 5, 10;
1 Chron., chaps. 1-9; Matt. 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38)
What is proved by the fact thatg,ographic localions referred
to in the Bible actually exist or can be shown to have existed
in the past?
EXAMPLES: Egypt, Red Sea, Jerusalem, Jordan River
What other examples can you name that non-Witnesses
would readily recognize?
Cite some details of the Bible record that have been corroborated by archaeology. (2 Ki. 20:20; 2 Chron. 32:30; Luke 3:
l a;gm pp. 43-5; it- I pp. 147-51)
Why are we not dependent on archaeology to prove the

truthfulness of the Bible? (it- I p. 154)
Other evidence combines to show that the Bible is actually
inspired of God, that it is not simply a product of men.
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What does the Bible itself say as to its origin? (2 Tim. 3:
16, 17; 2 Pet. 1:20,21)
Cite examples to show that Bi ble writers knew that what
they were writing was fro m Jehovah. (Ex. 34:27; 2 Sam.
23:2;)er. 1:1,2; Ezek. 1:3; H os. 1:1 ; Mic. 1:1; Mal. 1:1;
Rev. 1:1)

What is there about the circumstances under which the Bible was written that makes its internal harmony a strong argument for divine inspiration? (gm pp. 149-6 1)
How does the development of its theme prove that the

Bible is of divine origin?
What do minor variations in some Bible accounts indicate as to any conspiracy to deceive on the part of the

writers?
H ow could you use the following scriptures to illustrate that

the Bible is scientifically accurate?

Lev. 11:6
Job 26:7
lsa.40:22

What do you know about ancient beliefs on these matters that would indicate that what the Bible says is not of
human origin?
What does frank acknowledgment ofpersonal and national
shortcomings indicate as to the inspiration of the Bible?
Why?
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EXAMPLES: Num. 20:9-12;Jonah 1:1-3; Matt. 26:56

To whom is all glory directed by the Bible writers?
(Ps. 113:3-5)

What efforts to destroy the Bible have been thwarted. giving
evidence of God's hand in its preservation and the maintaining of its textlial purity? (I Pet. 1:25)
How do ancient manuscripts. such as the Dead Sea
ScroUs, confirm the Bible's basic textual reliability?
(it-I pp. 321-6)
What is indicated by the following statement made by
Sir Frederic Kenyon?
"The interval then between the dates of original composition and the earliest extant evidence becomes so
small as to be in fact negligible. and the last foundation for any doubt that the Scriptures have come
down to us substantjally as they were written has now
been removed." (The Bible and Archaeology,
pp.288-9)
The Bible is unique as a book of prophecy, and fulfi lled
prophecy is strong proof of the Bible's inspiration. How
have the following prophecies been fulfilled?
The overthrow of the city of Babylon and the rebuilding
of Jerusalem (Isa. 44:24, 27, 28; 45:1-4; rs pp. 60-1)

The complete clisappearance of the Moabite nation
(Zeph.2:9)
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Jesus' prophecy on the conclusion of the system of
things (Matt., chap. 24; rs pp. 234-8)
How could you use this prophecy to help an agnostic
to gain faith in the Bible?
What should be our attitude toward the Holy Scriptures, as
expressed by Paul in his letter to the Thessalonians?
(1 Thess. 2:13)

Your Responsibility to Uphold
the Bible and Demonstrate Its Practical Value
Why should you be willing co offer evidence of the authenticity of the Bible instead of assuming that those who are
critical of it or who express lack of faith cannot be helped?
Relate published experiences that show how former atheists have accepted the truth. Have any in the class had
personal experiences in this regard?

Discuss how to answer the following objections:
The Bible conuadiclS itself. (rs p. 65)
Adam and Eve are fictitious characters. (rs pp. 27-9, 128)
The Flood account is a myth. (i/-1 pp. 610-12)
The creation account is not scientific. (rs pp. 84-8)

The Bible is outdated and impractical. (rs p. 66)
1 am not a Christian. (rs pp. 21-4)
1 am an atheist. (rs pp. 16- 17, ISO-I)
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Without the Holy Scriptures, would we know the origin of
life. why we are here, why we die, and what hope we have
for the future?
Using the Bible, how would you answer those questions?

Discuss the Bible's practical approach to the following aspects of life that will be helpful when you teach others the
truth:
Putting on "the new personality" (Eph. 4:22-24; Gal. 5:
16-23)
Honesty in business dealings (Lev. 19:35. 36; Mic. 6:
11. 12)
The need to be industrious (Eph. 4:28)
Maintaining high moral standards (I Thess. 4:3-8)
The need

to

guard our associations (I Cor. 15:33)

Counsel on family relationships (Eph. 5:21-33; Col. 3:
18-21)
Results of Applying
Bible Principles in Your Own Life
Relate experiences that show the good results of applying Bible principles in you r own life.
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Make Effective Use of
the "New World Translation"
OPENING DISCUSSION

During the years between 1947 and 1960, an anonymous committee of anointed Witnesses of Jehovah produced the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures in

the English language. This completely new translation is
unfettered by Christendom's religious trad.itions. 1t was
translated directly from H ebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts.

Why was a new translation needed? First of all, older
and more reliable Bible manuscripts had been discovered.
Second, the ancient Bible languages were better understood
than before. Third, modern languages undergo changes in
the course of years. Finally, honesthearted ones need help to
comprehend correctly the Bible's teachings.
The original New World Translation in modern English
has now been translated into various other modern languages. The millions of copies printed testify to the fact
that millions of people around the world are reading it and
are getting a clearer grasp of the truth of God's Word.
Are you making effective use of the New World Translation in your ministry? Are you recommending it to others and helping them to benefit from its many distinct features? The discussion that follows will deepen your
appreciation for the New World Translation and encourage
you to use it more effectively in the field and in you r own
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Why are certain verses missing from the New World Translation. and how can you recogn ize these places? How do you

explain the matter to an interested person? Give examples.
(Mark 15:28, Rbi8 ftn.; rs p. 278)
Features of the New World Translation
How would you explain to an interested person that the

most outstanding feature of the Ntw World Trans/alion is its
use of the divine name? (Rbi8 p. 6 par. 10)

How did the New World Bible Translation Committee determine where in the Christian Greek Scriptures restoration of the divine name was warranted? Give examples.
(Rbi8 pp. 1561-6; rs p. 278)
As time allows and according to the edition available, discuss
the following fcatures of the New World Translation:
(I) Concordances

"Bible Words Indexed"
Explain how this tool is useful in helping new
ones. (Rbi8 p. 1495)
"Footnote Words Indexed"

Give examples of how this tool can be useful in
doing personal study and in preparing for meetings. See the heading "Man," on page 1556. (Rbi8
p. 1554)
(2) Appendix
Why is "The Calendar Months of the Bible" (8B)
helpful?
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(3) Marginal References
What six categories of information are presented by
means of these references? (Rbi8 p. 8 par. 4)

(4) Footnotes
What helpful information do you glean from footnotes to the following verses?
lsa.28: 10
Jer.25:26
Heb. IO:6
(5) "fransliterations
Using the footnote at Exodus 12:7, illustrate the usefulness of this feature. (Rbi8 p. 9)

(6) "Table of the Books of the Bible"
What is the value of this feature? (Rbi8 p. 12)
(7) Pronunciation Guide
Give examples of how to pronounce names. (be p. 91
par. 1; 5i pp. 325-6 pars. 27-8)

(8) Running Heads
In what way are these helpful in the ministry and in
your personal study? (Note rWilling heads in Rbi8

pp. 917, 11 90;5i p. 325 par. 24)
(9) Brackets
Explain and illustrate their use. (Rbi8 p. 7 par. 11;
Matt. 27:49; Luke 23: 19, 34)
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(10) Second Person Plural

How is this distinguished? What is the value of this
feature? illustrate. (Rbi8 p. 7; Isa. 30:18, 19; ip-I
p. 309 par. 16)

How can you help a sincere person who may not readily accept the New World Translation and who perhaps says, 'You
have your own Bible'? (Il p. 279)
Pioneers may relate brief experiences that illustrate the
value of the New World Translation in the field ministry.
How have they used it to overcome objections or to help
someone understand a Bible teaching?
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God's Kingdom-A Reality
OPENING DISCUSSION

God's Kingdom! We pray for it constantly. Its influence over Jehovah's people comforts and protects us.
And how much we look forward to the time when all in
heaven and on earth wiiJ acknowledge their subjection
to it!
As a pioneer, you have an active share in preaching
the good news of the Kingdom. But what do you encounter? What is the response of people in general when
you speak to them about God's Kingdom? You recognize
that God's Kingdom is real, but many people are not impressed by what you say. Why? Because they lack faith,
and they cannot see God's Kingdom. It is heavenly and
therefore unreal to them. Some will say, 'I believe in only
what 1 can sec' or 'The Kingdom hasn't done anything
for me' or 'I need help now, not sometime in the future:
How can you help the people in your territory to
grasp that God's Kingdom is a reality, that it is operating now, and that they can benefit from its rule?-kc
pp.9-11.
UESTION O UTLINE

Jehovah Is the Sovereign Lord
How do the following scriptures show that from the
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beginning of man's existence, Jehovah has exercised His authorityas Sovereign Lord?
Gen. 1:27,28
Gen. 2:16, 17
Gen. 3:14-19

Is God's rule toward man unduly restrictive? Why do you so
answer?

What provisions made by Jehovah show His kindly interest
in man and His generous care for him? Discuss Genesis 2:8,
9, 18.
What do the Reference Bible footnotes at 1 Chronicles 29:12

and Psalm 103:22 express about sovereignty?

The Seed-The Messianic King
and Champion of Jehovah's Sovereignty
How does the prophecy at Genesis 3:15 indicate that

Jehovah would raise up a «seed" to champion and vindicate
His sovereignty? (w99 4/ 15 pp. 10-11)

What similarities are there between the promise given to
Abr.lham, found at Genesis 22: 17, 18, and the prophecy re-

corded at Genesis 3:l5?
What evidence do we have that Jesus Christ is the principal
one of the foretold Seed? (Gal. 3: 16)

How do we know that Jesus was designated to be the King
of the Messianic Kingdom? (Matt. 21:1-5; Rev. 19:16)
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Why did Jesus not crush Jehovah's enemies in the first cen tury C.E.? (Ps. 110:1; Heb. 10:12, 13)
What Has God's Kingdom Been Doing in Our Day?

Upon being authorized by Jehovah, the Messianic King
took what action against the chief opposers of God's Kingdom? When was that? (Rev. 12:7-10)
How did this uphold Jehovah's sovereignty?

How do we know that these events really took place?
(Rev. 12:12)
What worldwide announcement did Jesus foretell at Matthew 24:14? (be p. 279)
How does the preaching and teaching work carried out during Christ's presence show tha t Jehovah and his Son really
love the world of mankind? (John 3:16; 2 Pet. 3:9)
Has any human ruler shown such love for his subjects?
How can you use this comparison to appeal
to people in your territory? (Prov. 29:2)
Gathering Loyal SlIbjects

According to the latest Yearbook. how many earthly subjects of the heavenly Kingdom are there worldwide?
Why can it be said that these individuals are
outstanding evidence that the Kingdom is
real? (Ps. 72:8; Provo 14:28)
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How is their loyalty to the Kingdom shown by their co~
operation with the appointed congregation elders and

their willing submission

to

God's laws? (Phil. 2:10, 11)

How does their preaching the Kingdom without receiving payment show that they are willing subjects and ad-

vocates of the Kingdom? (Ps. 110:3, ftn.)
Do you know subjects of any other government who give
evidence of such loyalty and willing service?

As time permits, invite students

teU of people with
whom they have studied who have demonstrated their
loyalty to the Kingdom government.
to

Providing and Administering Written Laws
Where do we find the written laws governing those un-

der Kingdom rule? (Ps. 19:7; 119:105)
How is Jehovah using elders in the
congregation organization to administer
these laws? (l Cor. 5:13; Gal. 6:1)
How many of you know individuals who have had difficulty in getting justice under man's rule?

Regarding the handling of violations of God's laws, the
guidance provided in the Bible and the operation of
God's spirit assure what among Jehovah's people? (Isa.
32:1, 2; 60: 17)
How is the judicial system under God's Kingdom superior to that of any human government?
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Providing an Educational System
What educational programs are being provided by the
Kingdom at this time?
Who is the primary Instructor? (Isa. 54:13)

What is the principal textbook used in
educating subjects of the Kingdom?
(2 Tim. 3:16,17)
Discuss the value and practicality of the following educational programs provided for Jehovah's people and other
interested ones worldwide:
(1) Theocratic M inistry School
(2) Gilead School
(3) Ministerial Training School
(4) Kingdom Ministry School
(5) School forlfaveling Overseers
(6) School for Branch Committee
Members

(7) Course based on Apply Yourself to

Reading and Writing
(8) Pioneer Service School
(9) Bethel Entrants' School
(10) Home Bible studies
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What human government is in a position to finance Bible educational programs not only for its subjects but for
millions of others as well?

How do Bible educational programs give ev idence of the
reality and the superiority of Kingdom rule in our time?

Providing Protection and Blessing
What evidence can you point to that Jehovah and his
Messianic King arc protecting and blessing loyal Kingdom subjects?
Is the persecution of Jehovah's people in
many countries evidence of lack of God's
blessing on them?

Even when his servants are undergoing persecution, does Jehovah care for their physical
needs? Explain. (Jer. 37:21;
Heb. 13:5,6)
Against what kind of calamity does Jehovah
safeguard all who are loyal subjects of his
Kingdom? (ps. 91:1-16;John 12:25)

What are some reasons Jehovah has permitted persecution of hi s peop le?
(Luke 21 :12, 13)
What often results when persecution causes
the scattering of Jehovah's people?
(Acts 8:1, 4)
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What are some modern examples of this?
Cite experiences from our publications of
brothers in Eastern Europe, Africa. or

elsewhere.
How do such events give evidence that

Jehovah has the upper hand and is in fact
the Sovereign Lord? (;v p. 552)
How does the spiritual prosperity ofJehovah's people give
evidence that they enjoy rich blessings of Kingdom rule
now? (isa. 65:13, 14)
Which of the above points can you use most effectively to
help others understand that God's Kingdom is a reality?
How can you help them to see the need to become its
loyal subjects? (be pp. 280-1)
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Bible Prophecies for Our Time
OPENING D ISCUSSION

Bible prophecy is of special value

to

us. Why? Fulfill-

ment of Bible prophecies strengthens our faith as we prepare for events in the immed iate future and look forward to
the coming new world. We should use this subject in the
field service to prove that the Bible is inspired, to explain
the meaning of world conditions, and to help God-fearing
ones to act with urgency now.-gm pp. 117-33.
Q UESTION O UTLINE

Fulfilled Prophecy Is One of
the Strongest Proofs of the Bible's Inspiration
Though man cannot predict with accuracy what the next
day will bring, Jehovah foretells events with accuracy and in

detail. (Prov. 27:1; !sa. 46:9-11)
How do the following verses illustrate that Bible prophecy is
specific. even giving names, places and. on occasion, the
time for events to occur?

!sa. 44:24, 27- 45:2 (ip-2 pp. 70-8)
Dan. 8:3-8, 20-22 (dp pp. 165-73)
Dan. 9:25 (dp pp. 186-96)
Luke 19:28, 41-44 (ee pp. 222-3)
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Some prophecies pointed to the end of this system of things
and beyond. How do the following scriptures bear this out?

Dan. 12: 1-4, 9
Matt., chaps. 24, 25
1 Thess. 5:3
2 Tim. 3:1-5
Rev. 17:16; 18:4
Rev. 20: 1-3
How do prophecies recorded in the Bible give clear indicarion that the Scriptures were inspired by God and did not
come about by man's will? (2 Tim. 3: 16; 2 Pet. 1:21)

How Bible Prophecy Can Help Us and Others
OUf careful reading of prophecy prepares us for the future
by giving accurate insight into events yet to occur before the
coming new world.
It also equips us to help new ones to see what the future

holds and what is required of them.
Can you explain the prophecies found in Revelation chapter 17 and Revelation 19:19,20 in a simple and direct way?
R,ad Revelation 17:1-6.

What is symbolized by the great harlot? (Rev. 18:2, 3)
How would you explain this, using points in
Revelation 17:3-6'
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What is the scarlet-colored wild beast that carries the
harlot as she accomplishes her evil deeds? (Rev. 17:7,
8, 11)
Of the seven heads, which five had "faUen" by John's

day? Which was referred to as the one that "is"? Which
was the one that had "not yet arrived" in the first century C.E. but would remain in existence for "a short

while"? (Rev. 17:9, 10)
What do the ten horns picture? (Rev. 17:12; re pp. 254·5)

What is the significance of the number ten?
Who will turn o n the harlot and devastate her?

(Rev. 17:16)
Is it to be expected that they will turn on

Jehovah's people too?
What is the "one thought" that God puts into their
hearts? (Rev. 17:13,17; re pp. 256·8)

Why is it urgent that we help God-fearing people to see
the need to flee now from any connection with "B.1bylon

the Great"? (Rev. 18:2,4)

Read Revelation 19:19, 20.
What is the wild beast in this prophecy? (Rev. 13:1,2)
Who is the false prophet? (Rev. 13:11·15)

What is the image of the wild beast?
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What is the significance of the war by Christ and his
army against the wild beast and the kings of the earth?
What is indicated by the expression that the
enemies of Christ are "stiUalive" when they
are hurled into the lake of fire?
How does this indicate that we should not expect some great calamity to strike this old system of things to alert us to the approach of

the great tribulation?
What did Jesus say about this?
(Matt. 24:44)
W hy should Christians not be misled by the apparent
prosperity in some nations? (Luke 21:34-36)
Other matters that we should learn from the Scriptures:

WinJehovah's people share in the attack on Babylon the
Great?
How long will it last? (Rev., chaps. 18,
19,21)
Who will line up against Jehovah's people during the
great tribulation' (Ezek. 38:14-16; w0 1 6/1 p. 22; wOO
2/ 1 p. 22)
How should we react toward those who
make such an all-out attack against us?
(Rom. 12:17,19)

What has God promised to do for his
people at that time? (Isa. 54:9,10,17;
Rev. 7:13, 14)
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How should the facts presented at Psalm 139:13, 16 remind us of our indebtedness to Jehovah?
What does Jehovah's willingness to give his Son as a ransom
for us show regarding how Jehovah views human life?
Why is it not unreasonable on God's part to set definite re-

quirements for those to whom he grants the gift of endless
~fe? (Matt. 10:22; Rev. 2:7, 10, ll)
As suggested atJob 1:9-11 and Psalm 7:8, 9, why is Jehovah
pleased to extend the gift of life
(Prov.27:11)

to

integrity keepers?

If we truly appreciate the gift oflife, what will we be continuaUy moved to do? (Deut. 5:32, 33)
Helping Others to Appreciate God's Gift of Life
Why do many people not respond favorably when you say
that you have come to talk to them about living forever?
(Job 14:13; 1 Cor. 2:14)
When you encounter people who are depressed because of
hard circumstances of life, how can you encourage them and
help them appreciate the blessings they have now?
When you talk about the prospect of living forever under
peaceful conditions, what scriptures do you use?
What are some of the false religious teachings that blind the
minds of people with regard to the true hope for the dead?
What Scriptural argwnents have you used to show that
the hwnan soul is mortal?
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How would you use such scriptures as Jo1m 5:28, 29;
11:11-14,25; and Luke 8:49-56 to explain"le hope for
the dead?
Give arguments or illustrations to show that

it is reasonable to believe that God can and
will resurrect people who have died. (Ps.
147:4;)er. 31:16, 17; Luke 20:37, 38)

Share Jehovah's View of Life
\X.rhat does 2 Peter 3:9 indicate about Jehovah's concern for
mankind in general?
How should Jehovah's view affect your attitude toward
the people living in your territory? (w03 7/15 pp. 15-20)
How far-reaching is the provision that Jehovah has made for
life through Jesus Christ? (1 John 2:2)

What must a person do to benefit from this provision?
(John 3:16, 36)

What responsibility does accepting this provision place
upon us, especially in view ofJesus' statements found at
Matthew 7: 12 and 22:39?

How can you reflect Jehovah's view of life in dealing with
(a) members of your family' (b) your Christian broclhers
and sisters?
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Avoid Bloodguilt

How will understanding the following scriptures help you to
avoid becoming bloodguilty?
Ex. 20:13; 1 Sam. 31:4
Ex. 21:22-25 (w75 pp. 191-2)
Deut.22:8

Ezek. 33:8; Acts 20:26, 27
Acts 15:20
Rev. 17:6; 18:2-4
Show That You TIeasure Life
by Using Yours in God's Service
Why should you want to continue to make progress in
molding your life in harmony with Jehovah's will? (Deut.
30: 19,20)

How can you do this?
Why is it advisable for you 'always to have plenty to do in
the work of the Lord'? (J Cor. 15:58)
How will this show that you appreciate your life and the
lives of others?
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two afternoons a week she could share with
her children in the field service after schooL
She would encourage them to pioneer during
school vacations. All five of her children
entered pioneer service after they finished
school.
What practical lessons might we draw from
this experience?
Why might your experiences in field service encourage oth·
ers to entcr pioneer service? (Acts 15:3)
When would you relate these experiences?
What effect would complaining about our lot in life as a
pioneer have on others?
W hen things get hard for us, what should we do rather
than express anxiety or complain to others? (Phil. 4:6,
7, 13)

EXAMPLES: Our food supplies or funds get
low; literature supplies and territory are not
as readily available as we would like
How can a pioneer's cheerful disposition be of encourage·
ment to others in the congregation?

Helping Others in Field Service
In what ways does Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10 apply to field service?

Why should helping others in field service be viewed as a
Christian obligation? (1 Pet. 4:10, 11)
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Discuss the following methods by which you can help a
publisher to develop witnessing skills progressively: (Judg. 7:
17; w96 1/ 15 p. 16 par. 8)
Provide a brief explanation and have a practice session.
Take the first call or two in order to demonstrate.
Let the publisher try what you have demonstrated.

Commend the publisher freely for his efforts.
How can a pioneer give personal assistance in such a way
that it does not interfere with his caring for his other obligations?
Whom can you assist in field service?
Why may the elders take the initiative in arranging for
this type of assistance?
At times, why may you need to take the initiative in offering assistance?
Why might such assistance be mutually encouraging?
(Rom. 1:11, 12)
What have you found to be helpful to those with whom
you share in the field ministry?

If a publisher is having difficulty with a particular householder, how may you assist?
Although at times there is little favorable response to
our preaching, what might we say to publishers to help
them keep a joyful, positive spirit? (EccJ. 11 :6; Jer. 7:27;
Matt. 7:14)
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How would you help a publisher to develop his abilities in
the Bible study activity?
If you are conducting more studies than you can handle,
how would you proceed to turn one over to someone else?
Other Practical Ways
to Assist Those in the Congregation
What opportunity to be helpful is highlighted at James 2:
14-m

How can a pioneer of limited means respond to this type
of need?
What lesson do we learn from Elijah's experience with
the widow of Zarephath? (I Ki. 17:8-16)
What opportwlities are there to be upbuilding in the can·
gregation, as called to our attention at 1 Thessalonians 5:14?
Using the information under "Encouragement" on pag·
es 11 7-21 of the Reasoning book, explain what you could
say to one who is depressed about (a) illness, (b) the loss
of a loved one in death, (c) persecution, or (d) other
problems.
In addition to upbuilding speech, in what
other ways can you give encouragement to
"depressed souls"? (Acts 28:15; Jas. 2:16)
What have you done to imitate Jesus in showing compassion
toward the physically ill?
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Though your time may be limited because of your pioneer field service schedule, in what ways can you give regular encouragement to sick ones?

SUGGESTIONS: Some pioneers stop by
homes of ill ones for just a few minutes
while in field service. They might drop
off a letter they received that contained

encouraging experiences. Others may offer
to shop for someone who is sick.
How can we display an atlitude like that ofJesus toward chil-

dren and youths as we associate with these in the congregation? (Matt. 19:13, 14)

W hat benefit can you see in taking some time with the
younger ones and those in their teens in the congregation?
Do you have some encouraging experiences that show
the favorable response of youths and children when you
take this type of interest in them?

In what other practical ways have you been helpful
in the congregation?

to

those

Do you have encouraging experiences to relate about
helping others?
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You have enhanced your teaching skills through your constant use of the Word of God in the field ministry. Many
can benefit from your fine example as they work along

with you.-Heb. 5: 14.

You can exercise an influence for good in the congregation with which you associate. When you comment freely
at meetings and show zeal for the field service, you upbuild
others and stimulate a similar spirit among them. Your exemplary conduct and grooming have a wholesome effect.

And when you show a fine spirit of cooperation in working
with elders, ministerial servants, and traveling overseers, you
set a good example.
QUESTION OUTLINE

Reasons for Working Submissively
With Elders and Ministerial Servants
According to Ephesians 4:15,16, what are all in the congregation expected to do?
Why should pioneers readily cooperate with the body of
elders?
Why should we make ourselves available to assist others in

the congregation in addition to caring for our field service?
(Gal. 6:10)

Ways to Cooperate With
Your Local Elders and Ministerial Servants
What are the duties of these appointed men? (km 10/02

p.8)
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How can you support the arrangements they make for
field activity and for assisting publishers who desire to
improve in their ministry?
Why would your imitating Timothy's disposition show that
you desire to work closely with the elders and to set a good
example for others? (Phil. 2:20-22)

Discuss the importance and proper use of the Please Follow
Up (5-43) form. (km 3/ 02 p. 4 par. 9; km 5/ 99 p. 2)

As he preached the good news, Jesus set what good example
in aiding others who were already disciples? (Luke 8: 1)
How can you demonstrate the attitude expressed by the
apostle Paul as recorded at 1 Thes~,lonians 2:7, 8?

What personal sacrifice may this require of you?
When is the best time to assist those in your congregation in
the field service?
When do most of the publishers go in field service? On

the weekends? In the evenings? Midweek?
How may your conduct, attitude, and grooming affect the
congregation? (1 Cor. 8:10-13)

What will move you

to

make needed adjustments in

these matters? (1 Cor. 10:23, 24, 32)

How should you respond if you are approached by an eider about such matters? What if you think he is being
somewhat unreasonable?
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In your congregation, what are some opportunities that you
have to work along with elders and ministerial servants in

aiding those who are spiritually weak?
Pioneers may relate brief personal experiences or experiences fOWld in The Watchtower or Yearbook by using the
Index.

How can you cooperate in assisting others in a way that
does not unduly infringe on your field service time?
How will recognizing our own imperfections and those of
others make it easier for us to work harmoruously with elders, pioneers, and others? (Prov. 17:9; Rom. 3:23; Phil. 2:3)

Ways to Support lfaveling Overseers' Visits
Describe the duties of the circuit overseer and the district
overseer.
What lesson do we learn from the experience of Mary and
Martha as recorded at Luke 1O:38-42?
How could the principle of 'choosing the good portion'
be appJjed during the visit of the circuit overseer?
What might you try to do jf you generally
do secular work on days the circuit overseer
spends in field service with the group? Give
suggestions.
How would the principle found at Proverbs 27: 17 apply
when the circuit overseer visits?

If you would like to work in field service with him personally, what arrangement might you make?
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Why might it be good to check with the
presiding overseer prior to the visit?
How can you arrange to have the circuit overseer accompany
you on a particular Bible study with which you need help?

If the study is generally held on Monday evenings and
the circuit overseer's visit starts on Tuesday, what adjust~
ments may you be able to arrange with your student for
that week?
What benefit is there when you support field activity during
the visit even though you may not get an opportunity to
work with the circuit overseer?
On what occasions can you support the district overseer?

Benefits Enjoyed From Working
Closely With Elders and Ministerial Servants
\Vhy is your cooperating and working closely with the eIders encouraging to them? (Col. 4:11)
Why should we be willing to cooperate with those taking
the lead among us?
What good results have you seen in your congregation when
publishers and pioneers support congregation arrangements?
What can we expect to result from adhering to the inspired
counsel found at Hebrews 13:7, 17?
How do you personally benefit from following closely the
fine example of diligence and zeal of elders, ministerial ser~
vants, and traveling overseers? (Prov. 11 :24, 25; I Cor. 16:
15, 16)
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Progressing
as a Spiritual Person
O PENING DISCUSSION

What is a spiritual person? He is God-oriented. He endeavors to get God's mind on matters so that in all the af-

fairs of life, he can bring his thinking and ways into harmony with those of God. The Bible speaks highly of such a
person-one who thinks God's thoughts. follows God's
ways, is in accord with the spirit, and has the mind of

Christ.-I Cor. 2:12-16.

Not all who associate with Jehovah's servants are truly
spiritual people. What is needed to become a spiritual person and then to continue to progress as a spiritual person?
It is vital that we know, for the course we choose will mean

either life or death for us.-Rom. 7:21-23; 1 Cor. 3:1.
QUESTION OUTLINE

What Is Needed

for One to Become a Spiritual Person?
Why is Bible reading important in developing the spiritual

person? (Ps. 119:105;John 17:17; Eph. 4:23, 24)

In order to view things as God does, what should we watch
for when we read the Bible? (Mark 8:33; Rom. 12:2)
What do we learn from James 1:27 about Jehovah's interest in people?
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What should we recognize about God's ways in comparison with those of sinful humans? (Isa. 55:8, 9)
According to 1 Corinthians 2:16, what does Paul indicate
about a spiritual man?
What is the mind, or attitude, of Christ toward his Father and the doing of his Father's will?
How can our giving attention to Jesus' statements, temperament, and conduct help us to get to know Jehovah
and his thoughts better? (John 5: 19, 30; 14:9, 10)
Why was Jesus in a better position than anyone to explain God's thoughts? (John 1: 18)

What do we learn about Jehovah by reading Hebrews
1:9?
Why must we be humble if we are to do as directed at Romans 12:2?

Why are meditation and personal application needed in addition to reading and studying?

How can meditation help us to avoid repeating past mistakes?
How can meditation enhance our appreciation ofJehovah's goodness and patience, and how can it stimulate
our desire to be like him?
How can our paying close attention to what is said at meetings help us to grow as spiritual people?
How can observing the speech and conduct of spiritually
strong brothers and sisters help us to develop as spiritual
people?
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A Spiritual Person or a Physical Person?
When it comes to study habits, how does a physicaJ person
show that he is dominated by the flesh?
How can having a good schedule for study and sticking
to it help us to control fleshly desires?
How has controlling fleshly desires helped you to grow
stronger spiritually?
How might a person's prayers reveal whether he is a spiritual
man or a physical man?
In the model prayer, what did Jesus teach us to pray for

first' (Matt. 6:9, 10)
Why is Jehovah-his greatness, name, and honor-of

primary concern to a spiritual man? (Dan. 9:4; John 17:
4,6)

In praying with his disciples shortly before his death,
why did Jesus ask his Father to glorify him'
(John 17: 1, 2)
What are some things that a spiritual man might pray
for? (ps. 51:10-12; 122:6,8; Luke 11 :4, I3;Jas. 1:5)
Why is it proper to pray for our physical needs? (Matt.
6: 11)

Other than at mealtimes and at meetings. when will a
spiritual person be inclined to pray? (1 Thess. 5:1 7)
Why are dress and grooming important to a spiritual person

whether in field service or not? (I Cor. 10:31; Titus 2: 10)

Unilll (a)

141

What Bible principles can help you decide what is appropriate dress and grooming for field service? (be pp. 131-3)
What is the meaning of (a) "well-arranged dress"?
(b) "modesty'" (c) "soundness of mind"? (1 Tim. 2:

9, 10)
Why would a spiritual person maintain neat equipment
for use in the field ministry? (1 Cor. 14:33)

When disputes arise over personal or other matters, how will
the reaction of a spiritual person differ from that of a physical person? (Prov. 29:11; Gal. 5:19,20,22,23)
What is God's counsel to a spiritual person on such matters? (Rom. 12:14, 17-21)
Why must we exert ourselves to control our spirit and remain spi ritual people? (Gen. 8:21)

How does Romans 12:1,2 bear this out?

What kind of conversation marks a spiritual person?
(Eph.4:29)
Why is conversation based on God's Word sure to be upbuilding? (Ps. 19:7-11)

What is a subject that you like to discuss
with others?
When at a Christian gathering, how could you turn the
conversation to spiritual things if such a change should
become necessary?
What might you discuss before or after congregation
meetings?
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How can you maintain a balanced view of matters?
(Eeel. 7:16)
When in field service, what are some things that concern a
spiritual person? (Ezek. 33:1l;John 17:6; 1 Tim. 4:16)
What are some things that a spiritual person might be
thinking and talking about between calls in field service?
(Phil. 4:8)
When engaging in the field ministry and when speaking
to the brothers, what will a spiritual person do in contrast with what a physical person will do, according to
1 Corinthians 2:1, 4, 5, 13? (Col. 2:8)
How can a spiritual person show that he is thinking God's
thoughts when it comes to his dealings with members of his
family? (Eph. 5:21,24,25,28; 6:1, 4; Col. 3:20; 1 T im. 5:8;
1 Pet. 3:1, 2)
When exposed to immoral temptations, how will a physical
person react? How will a spiritual person react?

Read and discuss Proverbs 7:6-10, 21, 22.
What did the young man do that showed he
was a physical man?

Read and discuss Proverbs 4: 14-27.
What warnings are here given so that the
spiritual person can avoid immorality?
What might you do to belp others spiritually if you are planning to do some studying on a certain evening?
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What can you do to help others spiritually after you have
read something upbuilding in the Bible or in one of our
publications?
Continue to Progress as a Spiritual Person

How does Romans 8:6 show the importance of continuing
to progress as a spiritual person?

How do the following verses show that the apostles, after
learn ing the truth, had [0 continue to make progress as spiritual men?
Matt. 20:20, 21, 24-28
Luke 22:24-27

How does Matthew 16:17 indicate that the apostle Peter was
a spiritual person?
How do the following verses show that Peter had to continue
to progress as a spiritual person?
Matt. 16:23
Luke 22:34, 54-62
Gal. 2:11-14

From these accounts, what do we learn about
the need for all of us to continue to progress
spiritually?
Why is it understandable that joy is a characteristic of a spiritual person? (Matt. 5:3; 1 Pet. 1:6,7; 3:14; 4:13,1 4)
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"No Part of the World"
OPENING DISCUSSION

What did Jesus mean when he said that his &sciples are
"no part of the world"? (John 17:16) Did he mean that we
are not interested in people who are not Jehovah's Witnesses or that we deal with them only when we are witnessing?
(Gal. 6:10) Did he mean that we do not care about the
moral problems of the community in which we live? By no
means! Jehovah's Witnesses do much to improve the com-

munity-contributing to education, helping families to
cope with their problems. helping young people to find a
truly worthwhile purpose in life, and so forth. But we do
this in harmony with Bible principles. And we recognize
that the complete remedy lies with God's Kingdom.

As we review our position of separateness from the
world, let us consider how much we are benefited and how
greatly we have been protected by the counsel from the
Scriptures.-it-2 pp. 1205-10.
UESTION OUTLINE

What It Means to Be No Part of the World
The Bible says that "God loved the world so much" that he
gave his Son for it. (John 3: 16)
What is "the world" that God loved?
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How can we show that we share God's love
of "the world"?
The Scriptures tell us: ''Do not be loving either the world or
the things in the world." (I John 2:15)
What does that mean? (I Cor. 2:12)

"The spirit of the world" is the animating,
energizing force, the persistent inclination
that controls the world of mankind. It moves
the world to certain characteristic conduct
-to speak, to think, and to adopt attitudes
and viewpoints that folJow a definite pattern.
How does 1 Corinthians 2:12 show the difference between "the spirit of the world" and God's spirit?

In contrast with that of the antediluvian
world, what spirit dominated Noah's attitude
before and after the Flood? (Gen. 6:8, II, 12;
8:20,21)

By his example and counsel, Jesus warned his
followers against involvement in what
activities that reflect the spirit of the world?
(Matt. 26:52; John 6:15)

Who controls this world's spirit, and how?
(2 Cor. 4:3, 4)

What is God's view of those loving the
world? (I Jolm 2:15)

What blessings will we experience by having
Jehovah's spirit, as shown at 2 Corinthians 3:
17 and 2 Timothy 1:7?
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How can bad associations influence one to become a part of
the world? (1 Cor. 15:33)
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What could be bad association for a Christian?
According to the following scriptures, what good can result from our association with fenow Christians?

Ps. 111:10; Provo 13:20
Ps. 133:1
Heb. 10:24, 25
How did the psalmist feel about where and with whom
he spent his time? (Ps. 84:10)
What would you do to have good association if you

were pioneering in isolated territory?
How do we know that money and material things are not
bad in themselves? (Job 42:12; Eccl. 7:12)
According to Hebrews 13:5, we must guard against having what attitude toward material things? (1 Tim. 6:9, 10)

Proverbs 3: 13-18 shows that true happiness is connected
with what?
When it comes to material things, why do Christians
need to be alert constantly in order to maintain balance?
(! Tim. 6:8)

How could the desire for many material
things affect the Ijfe of a pioneer?
How did Jesus set a fine example in shunning
the world's materialistic view? (Matt. 6:33;
8:20)
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How does following the Bible's counsel on
this matter contribute to happiness and
contentment?

What does 1 Corinthians 6:9,10 reveal about God's view of
sexual immorality?
Discuss how the following situations could ensnare one
and result in wrong conduct:
Working regularly in field service alone with
one of the opposite sex who is not your
mate or a member of your family
Conducting a Bible study alone with a
person of the opposite sex
Desiring to date unbelievers
Flirting with someone other than your mate
Watching immoral movies, television shows,
or music videos
Listening to debasing music
Viewing pornographic literature or Web sites
How could you use the following scriptures to safeguard
yourself from the dangers mentioned above?

Prov.22:3
Rom. 12:2
1 Cor. 7:1
1 Cor. 10:31,32
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Phil. 4:8
Jas. 1:14,15

Do you feel that following the Bible's moral standards
really contributes to enjoyment of life? How?
Dishonesty is common in the world. What is God's view of
honesty as expressed at Leviticus 19:35. 36?

How will your being honest add weight to your witness·
ing in your community? (w02 1/ 15 p. 19 pars. 19-20)

Christians must guard against the misuse of drugs.
Why was Jesus' refusal to take a drug, as mentioned at
Mark 15:23, evidence of god ly wisdom?

The misuse of drugs as well as the excessive drinking of
alcohol weakens conscience, resolve, and self-restraint,
making fallen flesh more vulnerable to temptation.
What does Proverbs 25:28 show results to
one who lets such things weaken him?
How does 2 Corinthians 7: 1 apply to cl1e use of tobacco?

How does our abstaining from the use of
tobacco and the misuse of betel nut, coca
leaves, marijuana, opium, and similar
products set us apart from the world?
(Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 6: 17)
How can drugs be a danger to a Christian?
How will following Bible counsel protect you
and contribute to your being sound in
mind? (1 Pet. 1:13, ftn.)
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How did Jehovah express his hatred of violence in the days of
Noah? (Gen. 6:13)
What could mold our thinking and cause us to view violence as the world does?
Under what circumstances might we be tempted to use
violence? (Ps. II :2)
How does the Bible protect us from such a
course? (Ps. 11:3-5; Provo 3:31)
Allowing divisions or a spirit of sectarianism to develop
would identify us with the world.
W hat does the Bible say about this? (1 Cor. 4:6)
How could a pioneer contribute to divisions among his
brothers?
What might cause you to set yourself or certain brothers
above others?
What is the benefit of holding to ci,e counsel of the
Scriptures and not exalting one above another?
(Ps. 133:1)
Avoid em!),. jealousy. andjits ofanger.
What are some circumstances under which a Christian
might be tempted to give in to such emotions?
What can help you to avoid doing so? (Luke
11:13; Gal. 5:22-24)
Why are such emotions especially detrimental to pioneers?
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Godly qualities mark us as being separate from the world.
In contrast with the worldly attitude of haughtiness.
what is the proper attitude of a Christian? (Phil. 2:3)
How is self·respect different from selfish
pride?

How will the quality of humility help you?
How does love mark us as being no part of the world?
(John IB5)
Why is it important for a pioneer to set a good example
in being physically clean? (2 Cor. 7: 1)

How will cleanl iness reflect favorably on your
service?

Loving the World as God Loves It
What is the principal way that we can properly show love
for people in the world?
What scriptures show that it is proper to demonstrate hu·
man kindness to people who are not Jehovah's Witnesses?
In what ways might this be done? (Acts 28:2; w03 5/ 1

p. 23 par. 17; w02 7/ 15 p. 8)
Against what involvement must we be on guard?
If someone says that Jehovah's Witnesses do not share in
programs to improve the community, what can you say regarding the relationship between the activities of the congregation and the needs of the community? (11 pp. 207-8; tp
pp. 37-9)
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To what do we direct people's attention as the complete
solution to such needs?
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What background did the Ethiopian have that enabled
him to act so quickly on what he learned? (Acts 8:27, 28;
15:21 )
What methods did the apostle Paul use to help others become disciples? (Acts 13:15, 43; 19:8-10; 20: 18-20, 31;
1 Thess. 2:5- 13)

In modern times. what aids for disciple-making do we have
that our brothers in the first century did not have?

How do you find these to be helpful in carrying out Jesus' instruction to teach others "all the things" that he
commanded?
Are there times when at least for a while, it is wise not to
use printed Bible study aids as we begin the process of
disciple-making?
Keeping the Initial Interest Alive

What are some reasons why people with whom we start to
study stop after a little while? (Matt. 13:18-23)
Why might our doing some things listed below help keep

the interest alive?
Begin .with subjects or questions that they express an interest

lll.

Be warm, friendly, enthusiastic, and informal.
Make sure that they learn something of personal value
during each visit.
Build up anticipation for the subject to be discussed on
the next visit.
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Study only from the Bible for a short time, if advisable,
until a publication can be introduced.
Early

~n. the

study, use the Scriptures to prepare them for

OppOSItiOn.

Why might doing some things listed below prove to be a
hindrance to our efforts to keep the interest of some alive?
Emphasizing at the outset that we will study with them
for an hour each week
Staying too long
Failing to make the discussion simple and interesting
Asking questions that embarrass the householder or put
him on the spot
Condemning wrong views or bad habits of the householder before instilling spiritual appreciation
What are some things that you have done to keep interest
alive once you have started a study?

Preparing for Home Bible Studies
As described at 2 Samuel 12:1-7, what shows that the prophet Nathan had David in mind when he prepared his approach?

As we prepare for our home Bible studies, how can we
imitate Nathan's example?
What does this involve?
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What basic matters shou ld we know about the person,

and how can we get to know these things without being
a busybody?

How can we reflect Jesus' example as expressed at John 7: 16,
17 when we prepare for studies?
What scriptures should be read at a study?

What will this invol ve in our preparation? (Neb. 8:8)
What should be our objective as we prepare for teaching on
Bible studies? (Prov. 4:4)
In order to accomplish this, what must we take into con-

sideration when preparing for the study?

SITUATIONS: You are studying with someone
who is inclined to doubt Jehovah's existence
or power. Using a current Bible study
publication, how would you present the
material on the resurrection in a way that

would be appealing to the student?
You want to help one of your students to develop a feeling of devotion to and trust in Jehovah. How can you accomplish this using material on the identity of God?
How does your good preparation for the study help you to
train a student to prepare for the study? (km 6/96 p. 4
pars. 12-13)

Conducting Bible Studies
How can Paul's words of conunendation recorded at 1 Thessalonians 2: 13 apply to those with whom we study?
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What methods do you use at a Bible study to put emphasis on the Bible? (km 6/96 p. 4 par. 9)
How do you get a student to incorporate scriptures in his
answers?
When a student does not answer immediately, why
would it be helpful to look up a related scripture?

Is there any objection to using scriptures on the subject
being studied that are not used in the publication?
What caution should we exercise in this
regard?
What do we want the student to do with what he learns?
(Col. 3:10)
How do you help him

to

see the need for this?

What else do we want to see the student do with what he
learns? (Luke 6:45)
How do you prepare him to do this?
EXAMPLES: One pioneer sister encourages
students to use the blank sheet in the front
of the Bible to list scriptures that answer
que~tions normally raised by people in the
terntory.
Others show students how to use Bible Topics
for Discussion or the Reasoning book to
answer such questions.
How will what they do encourage the
student to use the information learned?
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Read the following scriptures, and comment on the methods

that Jesus used

to

reach the heart:

Matt. 16:13-16
Matt. 17:24-27

Luke 10:25-37
Why were the foregoing methods effective?

Give examples of how you could use the same methods
in conducting studies.

SUGGESTIONS: Ask such questions as: Do

you believe this? How do you feel about this
point? How can you apply th is?
Why are illustrations an important teaching aid? (Matt. 13:
34; km 6/96 p. 4 par. 10)
How can OUf prayers at the study help the student? (Luke
11:1; Col. 4:12)
When should we introduce prayer at the study?

What helpful expressions can we include in our prayers?
(Dan. 2:23; Eph. 5:20; Phil. 1:9)
How do you conduct a rev iew of the study?
What is the advantage of highlighting the key scriptures

in the review?
What is the disadvantage of trying to cover too much mate-

rial' (Prov. 4:7)
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How do you determine what is a reasonable amount of
material to cover in a study?
How does the student benefit from your covering a reasonable amount of material?
SITUATIONS: When a student asks questions
not pertaining to the subject, what do
you say? When a student has a hard
time comprehending certain points, what do
you do?
How can you be sure that the student understands?
W hat do you do when he reads his answers?
Why will being "aglow with the spirit" have a positive effect? (Rom. 12:11)
What other things can be done to help students progress?
EXPERIENCE: A couple explained how they have helped
many into the truth over the years: 'Making friendships,
not just having a mechanical teacher-student relationship.
In general, being generous, kind, and hospitable seems to
be contagious, and a fine relationship usually develops.'
What advantage can you see in doing things as this couple did?
Why is it important that you conduct a Bible study on a
regular basis?
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At first, why may we need to have a flexible schedule for
some students?
How have you fared in accommodating such students?
Directing People to the Christian Congregation

Whom has Jesus appointed to care for his interests in the
earth? (Matt. 24:45-47)

What does this show as to Christ's directing the Chris·
tian congregation?
Can a person who rejects this united Christian congregation still serve God? (2 Cor. 5:20)

If we are directing people to the true Christian congregation,
what are we doing? (lsa. 2:2, 3)

When and how do you do this with your Bible students?
(km 4/97 pp. 3-4; km 6/96 pp. 4-5 pars. 14-16)
How would you explain that, in contrast with Christendom, Jehovah's people are organized solidly on the basis
of Bible principles and that their teachings adhere strictly
to the inspired Scriptures?
EXAMPLES: We do not take up collections at
our meetings. (Matt. 6:2, 3; 2 Cor. 9:7) Our

assigned overseers have no titles given them.
(Matt. 23:8- \ 0) All in the congregation share

in witnessing and teaching. (Matt. 28: 19, 20;
Acts 8: 1, 4)
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How can we use the brochureJehovah's Witnesses- Who Are
They? What Do They Believe? in directing new ones to
Jehovah's organization?
Students may relate personal experiences showing how
they have used this brochure effectively.
What visual aids have you used? How do you acquaint students with meetings and conventions? (be pp. 247-50)
How may the videos be used
ganization?

to

direct people

to

the or-

What experiences have you had in using the
videos?
How do you arrange fo r your students
the videos?

to

see

What are some other things you do or methods you use to
acquaint Bible students with the functions of the C hristian
congregation?

Training Session
Instructor will explain effective ways of helping Bible students see the need to attend congregation meetings. Using
one of the brochures or books, he will select a paragraph
that will allow him to demonstrate such methods. He may
use a student in the class as a householder. Next, students
may be asked to volunteer to do the same demonstration.
Thereafter, the class should reflect on how or why the methods demonstrated could be effective.
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Discontinuing Unproductive Bible Studies
What would you want to make sure of before stopping a

person's Bible study?
What factors would help you determine if you should

discontinue an unproductive Bible study?
FACfORS: Does the person consistently keep
his appointments to study? Does he prepare

the lesson each week? Does he attend at least
some meetings? Does he share with others
what he has learned? Is he making changes
in harmony with Bible principles? H as he
taken steps to withdraw from Babylon the

Great? Consideration should also be given
t~e person's age, infirmities, and other

to

circumstances.
How would you tactfully discontinue an unproductive study

and yet endeavor to leave the door open for the person to respond to the truth in the future? (km 10/88 p. 8)

Preparing Students for Opposition
Why can we be sure that those who take their Bible study seriously will receive opposition? (2 Tim. 3:12)
Why should you take time when appropriate to prepare
the student for possible opposition or persecution?
From whom might this opposition come?
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How can you use the following scriptures to help prepare a
person for opposition?
Matt. 10:34-37
Mark 3:2, 21
Luke 21:1 6- 19
1 Pet. 4:3, 4

What other scriptures have you used?
How can you use the Reasoning book to help fortify the student?
What attitude should those persecuted have toward their
persecutors? (Matt. 5:43-48; Rom. 12: 17)

Why should we try to help the student to endure opposition? (Job 1:9- 11 ; Provo 27: 11; 1 Cor. 3: 12-15)
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Reaching All Who Will Listen
OPENING D ISCUSSION

Jesus foretold a grand preaching work to take place during the time of the end. (Mark 13:10) Such worldwide
preaching activity would constitute a part of the sign of Jesus' presence in Kingdom power. (Matt. 24:3, 14) Today we
are seeing the Kingdom-preaching work speeding up, and

pioneers are in the forefront, making known the message of
truth that opens up the way for lovers of righteousness to
come into a proper relationship with Jehovah. (Isa. 60:22)
The Kingdom message also serves to warn wicked men concerning God's judgments against all wickedness.
The Bible gives us considerable insight into the effective
preaching methods of the apostles and other Christian ministers in the first century. They zealously preached about
the Kingdom both in public places and from house to
house. (Matt. 10:7; Acts 20:20, 21) They went right to the
people, as Jesus did. And, as he instructed, they 'searched'
for the honest of heart. They also gave special attention to
such deserving ones, teaching them God's ways. (Matt. 10:
11; 28: 19, 20) Jehovah blessed their work aod made it suc·
cessful.-Col. 1:6, 23.
The Bible also reveals to us the attitude of Jesus and his
disciples toward their God-given work and toward other
people. In order to shine as illuminators in the world, we
want to imitate their example.
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Q UESTION OUTLINE

Share the Good News
on Every Appropriate Occasion
When the truth fills our heart, what is it only natural to do
on every appropriate occasion? (Luke 6:45)
Mention different circumstances that have provided opportunities for you to share the good news with others informally.
EXAMPLES: While visiting relatives or worldly acquaintances; while having day-by-day contacts with neighbors
and store personnel; while traveling or on vacation; while
talking with workmates, business associates, and others

How did you go about taking advantage of the situations?
Regarding appropriate occasions or places for witnessing to
others, what do you learn from the following scriptures?

Luke 19:1-10

Acts 13:14-16
Acts 16:13
Acts 17:17
Discuss suggestions for leading into informal Bible discus~
sions. (yb99 p. 209; km 12/95 pp. 3-4)
SUGGESTIONS: Read the Bible or Bible literature while
using public transportation or during rest or lunch peri·
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ods while at your place of employment. Mention a news
item you learned of recently.
How can you witness in such a way that the individual does
not feel that he is getting a "sermon"? (km 2/ 01 p. 1; km
6/96 p. 7)
How do you determine how long you should witness on
any particular occasion?

How did Jesus share the good news with a woman informally on a certain occasion? (John 4:7-26)
What publications do you carry with you so that you are
prepared to share the good news even at unexpected opportunities?

Becoming Effective in Various Forms of Witnessing
Besides always being ready to share the good news informally, what have you found to be effective in witnessing to people wherever they are in your area?
Why are the foUowing methods particularly effective? What
suggestions would you offer to make these activities most
productive?

Calling on people from house to house at a time convenient to most people
What is the most effective time in your
territory?
Witnessing to people on public transportation, in parks,
on streets, or at marketplaces (km 9/96 pp. 3-6; km 2/9 1
p. 8)
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Calling on people at their places of business
(km 5/85 p. 8)
When is the best time to call on those in the
business community in your area?
(km 11/ 98 p. 4)
Using the telephone to witness if this is appropriate in
your area (km 8/ 93 pp. 3-4)
Talking to people waiting in their automobiles at shopping centers or waiting at bus or train stops
What should we keep in mind when
participating in these forms of witnessing?
Visiting hospitals, rest homes, jails, and so forth
In larger cities, witnessing to street vendors, at open-air
markets, to taxi drivers, and so forth

Writing letters (km 5/ 02 p. 7; be pp. 71-3)

Training Session
Instructor may choose three or more of the above-noted circumstances in which to witness. First he will explain a method suggested in Our Kingdom Ministry. Then he will demonstrate it, using one of the students to assist. Afterward, one
or two students will try a similar presentation. After each
presentation, the class will discuss why the approach would
be effective.

•
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Make Your Sacrifice Appealing to Others
How will putting yourself in the other person's place help
you make your sacrifice of praise more appealing? (1 Cor. 9:
19-23)
Mention some situations frequently encountered in your
territory, and explain how you show consideration for
the person. (yb89 pp. 53-4)
Why is such consideration important in the case of (a) a
wife who wants to share the truth with her unbelieving
husband? (b) a young publisher who desires to witness to
his unbelieving parents or other relatives?
Why is pointing out what the Bible teaches on a subject
more effective than explaining the truth just in your own
words? (Heb. 4:12)
Why is it inadvisable

get involved in extended arguments with opposers? (Ps. 39:1, 2; 2 Tim. 2:24)
to

Give examples showing how our Kingdom preaching can be
made more appea ling to people, as indicated at Galatians 6:
10; Colossians 4:6; Titus 2:1-10; and Hebrews 13:16.
What personal experience have you had in seeing the
good news made more appealing by your showing proper consideration for the other person's position or circumstances?
How have you benefited personally from this discussion
about reaching all who will listen?
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Field Service
-Starting and Conducting
Home Bible Studies
and Sharing in
Various Forms of Witnessing
The group will engage in field service activity for two
hours. If you started a study last week, it can be conducted
during this time. If possible, take along someone from the
local congregation who can continue the study after you
leave.
If there are return visits to be made on interested people
you located earlier, it may be that you can start studies
with these people. Or if you will be doing house-to-house
work, make it your goal to start studies on the irutial caU.

As a follow-up to yesterday's lesson on various forms of
witnessing, this is an opportunity for you to gain experience in forms of witnessing in which you need more training. It may be possible to engage in various types of witnessing in nearby territory.
Endeavor to arrange groups to include at least one pioneer who is experienced in the type of witnessing in which
the group will engage. After field service, the group will return and discuss for 30 minutes what they accomplished
and how they handled various situations. Perhaps one or
two brief reenactments can be included. This will be
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another opportunity for all to review their activity, to bene·
fit from the observations of others, and to consider how
they can increase their effectiveness in the work. The purpose of this discussion is to learn from the variety of teaching methods used by others.
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What evidence is there that Jesus was thoroughly acquainted
with the Scriptures? (Luke 4:8; 24:44-48)
How do we know that Jesus was not materialistic?
(Matt. 6:24-34; 8:20)
Jesus manifested perfect balance in that he

Was a hard worker. (Mark 1:32, 35)
Made himself available to others.
(Luke 9:10-17)
Viewed himself as a servant to others.
(Matt. 20:28)
Relied on the Scriptures as his guide.
(Matt. 26:52-54)
Did not pamper himself at the expense of
Scriptural obligations. (Matt. 16:21-23)

Was not an ascetic. (Luke 5:29)
He accepted invitations to meals and banquets. (Luke 7:33, 34)
He possessed a quality garment.
(John 19:23, 24)

He saw need for rest. (Matt. 8:24;
Mark 6:31, 32)
Paul Pursued "the More Important Things"
What did Paul consider to be "more important" than any
opportunities in Judaism that were open to him?

(Phil. 3:4-8)
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How did he demonstrate that he placed high value on his
Christian service?
What other activities did Paul view as consistent with his
pursuit of "the more important things"? (Acts 18: 1-4; 20:7)
His secular activities served what purpose? (Acts 20:34;
1 Thess. 2:9)
How Can You
"Make Sure of the More Important Things"?

When determining the relative importance of things in your
life, how can you apply Proverbs 3:6?
How do the Scriptures show that preaching and disciple·
making should have a prominent place in your life?
(Rom. 10:1 3, 14; 1 Tim. 2:3, 4)

How is zeal for field service to be balanced with the obligation of a family head to care for the physical, spiritual,
and emotional needs of his household? (1 Tim. 5:8)

What Scriptural obligations in the home must wives consider when scheduling their field ministry? (Prov. 29: 15;
Titus 2:4, 5)

What bearing does the desire to share fully in field activity have on your obligations toward your parents?
(Mark 7:9- 13; Luke 9:59, 60)

With regard to your field service schedule, why is a measure
of f1~xibility beneficial? Consider weather, illness, equipment
repairs.
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When out in field service, do you ever stop to rest, to
warm up, or to cool offbefore continuing?
How or when might this be beneficial?
In your field service report, why would it not
be proper to include time used for personal
business, errands, refreshments, or meals?
(km 3/ 79 p. 4)
What schedule for field service during the week works
best for you?
How do you arrange your schedule so that an occasional
illness or other unexpected interruptions do not cause
you to fall short of your monthly field service goal? your
yearly field service requirement?
Why should personal study have a definite place in your
schedule and not be viewed as dispensable? (1 Tim. 4:16)
What might indicate that a person is just grabbing a bite
now and then instead of eating regular spiritual meals?
When compared with field service, personal study, and other theocratic activities, recreation should have what place in
your life? (1 Tim. 4:8)
What Scriptural principles do you need
you select your recreation?

to

consider when

With regard to recreation, why is it wise to consider
(a) need? (b) kind? (c) amount?

What is recreation for you personally?
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What major considerations will help you to determine how
much secular work to include in your schedule? (Eph. 4:28;
2 Thess. 3:10; 1 Tim. 6:8-10)
Before making a purchase. what questions should you ask
yourself? (w75 p. 495 par. 10)
What shouJd you consider before deciding to go into
debt to make a purchase? (Rom. 13:8)
What secular work available in your area provides sufficient income without requiring excessive time?
In spite of difficult economic conditions in the world,
why should you not be anxious? (Luke 12:22-3 1;
Heb. 13:5)
In scheduling your activities, why is it wise to take into COI1sideration your limitations and the need for proper rest and
foo d? (Ps. 11 5:1 7, 18)

Keeping Spiritual
Interests First Results in Joy
EXAMPLE: One brother, after being in full-time service
for over 36 years, said: .eMy motive for full-time service is
love for Jehovah, Christ Jesus, and my fel1owman. This
brings me joy and satisfaction. I have always tried to put
Kingdom interests first in my life. I have found that by
doing this, everything else seems to fall into its proper
place."
How has effective management of time and resources resulted in more joy for you?
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Challenges
You Face as a Pioneer
OPENING DISCUSSION

This session is designed to allow you to bring up for
discussion questions and challenges that you face in your
pioneer service. Give thought to the questions you plan to
ask and to the challenges you face in the field ministry, in
scheduling, or with regard to personal study. Your questions
should not be about extremely unusual situations that
would not be beneficial for others to discuss or for which
there are no real solutions.
Please put you r questions in writing, and hand them to
the instructor a day or two before this session. Then he ca n
determine which ones are the most beneficial for discussion
and allocate the time needed for each one of them.
The instructor is not expected to have answers for a11 of
your questions and solutions for all the challenges you face.
There is a possibility that some of you have encountered
similar situations or circumstances and have overcome
them. You will no doubt be happy to share your experience
with others during this discussion.
The headings give direction to the discussion. The questions are to stimulate your thinking on situations that you
may have encountered and to bring out some points that
should be discussed. You may not have experienced the
things that others mention, but by thinking about
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appropriate Bible principles now, you will be helped to
maintain a positive attitude if you face such challenges in
the future.
Share some of this information with other pioneers. especially the newer ones, as they may have similar circumstances. The first year of pioneer service may have been
challenging, but experiences showing how others are making adjustments will encourage newer ones to make progress
as they learn to handle difficulties successfully.
The instructor will not ask all of the following questions but will give preference to those that are shared by a
number of pioneers in the class.
QUESTION OUTLINE

Getting Help With
Challenges You Face as a Pioneer
What personal assistance is provided for pioneers through
the elder arrangement? (km 8/ 86 pp. 4-5)
What must you do in order to receive needed assistance
from the elders?

If you have a serious problem that has not been resolved
with help from the elders in your congregation, who may be
able to assist?
Under what circumstances might you approach the circuit overseer about your situation?
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Why is it best to enlist the aid cf local elders and travel-

ing overseers in dealing with a certain difficulty rather
than to write to the branch office to ask for assistance?
Why may it be that your situation will improve or be resolved after much prayer and waiting on Jehovah? (!'s. 55:22)

What valuable quality may you be able to cultivate while
awaiting some development in a matter that concerns
you? (Jas. 1:2-4)

Discouragement

When you have problems that could lead to discouragement, what should you take into consideration? (wOl 2/ 1
pp. 20-3; 1099 11/15 pp. 28-31; ,.97 6/1 pp. 24-7; 1v86 1/15
pp. 15-20; km 10/97 p. 1)

EXAMPLE: One pioneer has some good advice in this regard: "During my years of pioneering, I have experienced
times of discouragement. But I have learned that no

problem can be solved by running away from it. A good
schedule and firm determination along with Jehovah's
help have solved the problems I have had."

What can you do if your pioneer schedule has become so
routine that your enthusiasm and liveliness are suffering?
Indifference

Why should you not let the indifference or apathy of people
in the territory discourage you? (1088 7/15 pp. 9-20)

What should be your reaction to those who display indifference or obstinacy? (Rom. 1:16-20)
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Despite the complacency of some you preach to, how can
you use the following scriptures to help you overcome the
tendency to become discouraged?
Matt. 11:28-30
2 Cor. 4:16-18
Phil 4:6-9
Heb.6:10-12

Family and Home
How are you able to handle your family and household responsibilities and yet have enough time for pioneering if you
are (a) a husband, father' (b) a wife, mother' (c) a son or a

daughter?
What do you have to take ioto consideration if you are (a) a
sister who has children but no husband? (b) a pioneer who

lives in a divided household?
EXAMPLES: One sister says: "Many think that it is hard
to pioneer if your husband is not in the truth. but that is

not necessarily so. I go witnessing when my husband is at
work. One thing that is very necessary is a schedule. I
have to have one in order to get all my housework done."
Regarding another pioneer it was stated: "She has a limited income, no husband, three children to care for, and
no personal transportation. She lives some distance from
the Kingdom Hall. However, she makes her hours almost
every month. How? Her schedule is the key to her staying
in the pioneer work."
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Explain what is necessary when you have children who are
(a) school-age. (b) preschool age.
EXAMPLES: One pioneer says: "We get up at six, and

when the children leave for school and I leave for service.
our home is clean."
Another says: "When the children are in school, I build
up my hours so that during the months when they are
not in school, I have more time to be with them. My ODe
dedicated child has auxiliary pioneered with me for one
month every year."

Health and Physical Needs
How are you able to conserve your strength, to take care of

your health, and still to pioneer?
EXAMPLES: One sister paces herself by going an hour in
house~to·house

work, changing to return visits for ha lf an
hour or so, and then conducting a Bible study to refresh

herself when she is physically tired.
Other pioneers work in field service only half a day at a
time: mornings one day with possibly a Bible study in
the evening and field service in the afternoon of the next

day.
Why is proper rest a requisite for maintaining good health
and having the needed physical strength?
Do you find that your pioneering drags if you get to bed
late several evenings in a row or if you pursue tiring recreation? Do you schedule enough time for the sleep you
need in order to keep going?
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How may some physical exercise, a simple hobby, or
light recreation improve your mood and refresh your

body'
Explain how endurance is required to pioneer when your
health and physical energies are limited. (Jas. 5: II)
Why should you not let small physical ailments be a
cause for leaving the pioneer service?
EXAMPLES: One pioneer stated: "Why should I stop
pioneering when I have some mmor aches and pains?
I would still have them if I was not pioneering,
wouldn't I?"

A sister crippled with arthritis was told by her doctor to
walk a lot. So she started to pioneer. She still has arthritis,
but it does not pain her as much. She says: "When serv·
ing Jehovah, you forget self and think of hi m and the doing of his will."
Why are proper eating habits important if you want to

COIl-

tinue in the pioneer service?
How can having your meals on a regular schedule aid
you in this?
Do you find yourself working instead of taking
time for meals, often just eating some junk food on
the run? Pue you taking time to digest your food,
or are you developing a nervous stomach from always eating in a rush? Does your schedule allow
you to eat meals on a regular basis, perhaps with
your family, or are your mealtimes sporadic, whenever you can find time to stop?
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Congregation
Why should pioneers view themselves simply as publishers

who spend much time in field service?
Why is it important for you to work closely with other pub+
lishers under the direction of the congregation elders?

Describe the cooperation you wish to receive from the elders and other publishers in the congregation.
What can you do to encourage other publishers in the congregation to work with you in field service?
What initiative do you take to offer support to others in

their field service?
Explain how meetings for field service assist you in your pioneer work.

Does meeting with the group sometimes present a challenge? Explain.
What challenges do you encounter in working your congregation territory?

What are you doing to overcome these?
When you find interest that you cannot properly care for,
what arrangements can be made to assist these people?
What difficulties have you encountered in obtaining sufficient literature, magazines. supplies, and so forth?
What suggestions can you offer for resolving these matters?
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Explain how you can enjoy "an interchange of encouragement" with publishers without making them feel that
you are pressuring them to pioneer. (Rom. 1:12)

Working With Others
Do you find that having a companion in your pioneer service is beneficial? In what ways? (Eccl. 4:9-12)
Why do you have to take into consideration that you and
your companion may have different (a) personalities?
(b) backgrounds? (c) standards of maintaining your residence? (d) views toward music, entertainment, eating, dress,
and so forth? (e) schedules for Bible studies, return visits, secular work, and so forth?
What understanding or agreement do you have regarding
the sharing of funds and expenses?
Why does this contribute to the success of a pioneer
partnership?
EXAMPLE: How do you share car expenses?
Do you shop and pay for groceries together?
What arrangement do you have for sharing
the rent and other household expenses?
When you do not have a pioneer partner, what do you do in
order to have someone with whom to work regularly?
EXAMPLE: One pioneer states that she is able to make
appointments to work with one or two different publishers each day and that she always has someone to accompany her on return visits and, in some cases, Bible studies.
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Do you have any suggestions as to what would be of further help to you in this regard? Explain.

Interrerence With Field Activity
If authorities demand that you obtain a permit or register to
engage in the dooNo-door ministry in your area, why
would it be wise to report this promptly to the elders and for
them, in turn, to contact the branch office?

How should you conduct yourself if you are stopped by the
police or arrested for preaching? (Prov. 15:1; 29:11)
If you are asked to go with a policeman to see his superior
officer, how should you react, and what is the proper procedure to follow? (Matt. 10:17-20)
What should be your attitude and desire in the event of

being stopped or arrested for declaring "the good news"?
(Phil. 1:12-14; 2 Tim. 3: 12)
Why is it proper to show respect and honor to "the superior

authorities" if you are arrested or brought into court? (Rom.
13:1; Acts 26:2, 3, 25; I Pet. 2:13-17)
How could this be an opportunity "for a witness" to
those in positions of authority? (Matt. 10:18; Luke 21:
12, 13)
In addition to being respectful, why should you have a
bold, firm, and fearless manner? (Eph. 6:18-20; Phil.
1:27-29)
If you are arrested, why would it be good for you to contact the local elders right away and for them, in turn, to
communicate promptly with the branch office?
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Other Witnessing Difficulties
From whom do we receive authority to witness? (Acts 13:47)
Do we have the right to enter gated communities, trailer

parks, hotels, motels, military establishments, college dormitories, company towns, high-security apartment buildings
that have doormen, and so forth? Review the insert in the
November 1985 Our Kingdom Ministry.
What approach have you found effective in reaching

people in such places?
In many places, after we talk with the superintendent of
a building and explain our work, permission has been
granted to call on a controlled basis.

Others have taken the matter to the
management or the owner and have received
permISSion.
In some cities it is possible to use a city directory that
contains the names of occupants living in the restricted
area or building. Then, individual residents may be contacted either in person or by phone or letter.
When you are refused adtruttance, how can you use discretion so as not to cause a disturbance? (Prov. 15:1; km 7/85
p. 4; km 11/85 p. 5)
If you are accosted by someone who asks you to leave the
area where you are working, do you explain our work? H ow?
Do you find it better to try again later rather than make an
issue of continuing to work? Why? (km 7/85 p. 4; km 11/85

pp. 3-4)
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\Vhat should be done when you encounter a sign that says
"No soliciting"? How is a "No trespassing" sign different
from a "No soliciting" sign? (km 7/ 85 p. 4)
What should be done when householders adamandy demand that Jehovah's Witnesses do not caU at their home
again? (km 6/ 94 p. 2)

Why and by whom is tactful inquiry made periodically
thereafter as to whether this is still the desire of the
householder?
In case of a ban or a similar difficulty, how could you continue to share in the witness work? (Ps. 118:5, 6, 16, 17; Ma tt.
10:16; w82 4/ 15 pp. 25-7)

A Schedule and Good Organization
What challenges have you had with your schedule?
What do you feel is required in order to handle these
challenges?
What are the advantages of having a written schedule for
your weekly pioneer activity?
Why is a practical schedule flexible and adaptable?
EXAMPLE: When sickness, extra secular work, or an

emergency arises, will your schedule enable you to adjust
so that your field service does not unduly suffer? Is your
schedule such that when there are interferences, you do
not have to abandon the schedule in order to accomplish
somethjng?
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Give an example of what you feel it means to have
bility and adaptability in a schedule.

flexi~

Using Matthew 6:25-33, explain the place your pioneer service should reasonably occupy in your schedule.
Why should you consider adjusting the time you spend
doing secular work, engaging in recreation, watching television, traveling, and so forth before making a decision
about curtailing your pioneer service?
How can you arrange to engage in difFerent features of the
ministry at the most beneficial times?
QUESTIONS: Do you share in house-to-house work at a
time when most people are not at home? Is street witnessing done during rush hours, or do you do it when
very few people are on the streets? Are you thinking only
of getting your hours in so that you will have free time
for secular work, recreation, sports, visiting, traveling, and
so forth? Are you in the field ministry with others sharing in group service and during the times that are most
convenient to residents?
Give reasons why your pioneer schedule should, if possible, include meeting with the group for field service.
Have you been able to schedule an appropriate amount of
time for yourself and your fam ily? Explain.

Secular Employment
What type of secular employment have you found that fits
in well with your pioneer schedule? (Luke 21 :34-36, ftn.)
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H ow do you go about acquiring such work? (g98 8/22
pp. 21-2; 1.93 9/ 15 pp. 29-3 1)
Why is it advantageous to seek employment tha t does not
cause excessive mental or physical stress?
What is good to take into consideration regarding the
amount of time spent in secular work compared with the
amo unt of time needed for pioneer service?
EXPERIENCE: One pioneer relates: "When I
allowed my secular job to take more time
than I spent in pioneer hours, I found my

effectiveness in service to be limited. Now I
regularly keep an eye on my time so that
pioneering is my first work."
Do you encounter problems in getting your employer to allow you time off for conventions. special needs for your pioneer service, and so forth ? Explain.
What approach have you found successful in obtaining
permission to be away?
H ave you had experiences where two pioneers share a fulltime secular job, each one working a part of each day?
H ow has that worked for successful pioneering?

Personal and Moral Safety
What problems do you encounter during field service in
high-crime areas?
Expla in how you work such territories and what you
take into consideration.
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Why do you have to avoid going on some of your Bible
studies alone?
Will you be in danger traveling to the home? If the student is not at home, what will you do if someone of the
opposite sex is there instead?
How can you prevent the fea r of working dangerous territories from becoming an obstacle to your continued service?
(Ps. 56:3, 11)
Why are Paul's words recorded at 2 Corinthians 11 :26
strengthening?
How can the above be balanced with the caution found
at Proverbs 22:3?
Why must caution be used when working in field service
with one of the opposite sex who is not your mate? (km
5/97 p. 2; km 9/97 p. 3)

How will your mate feel toward the one accompanying
you? If you go to a Bible study, will the one with whom
the study is being conducted get a wrong impression?
What will be the reaction in the neighborhood? Do you
and the other pioneer or publisher work together regularly. going on calls so often that you could be attracted to
each other?
What should we always do when we face unexpected challenges? (Ps. 34:15-19; 107:13, 19)
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Your Part in Keeping
the Congregation Clean
OPENING DISCUSSION

Jehovah has always required that his people be holy and
clean. (Ps. 18:26; 1 Pet. 1:1 5, 16) To help us imperfect hu-

mans to make progress, he has provided his clean Word, his

holy spirit, and his congregation.
We can contribute to maintaining a clean congregation
by living clean lives in harmony with God's wi Uat all times
and under all circumstances. We can aJso help to keep the
congregation clean by not closing OUf eyes to situations that
we know are not in harmony with God's will.-Eccl. 8:1 1.
When studying with interested ones, help them to appreciate that God expects his people to live clean lives.
Point out that the congregation with which they will be associating is God's congregation and that it is clean. To live
clean lives, these new ones will need to understand what
God requires of us and why.-Eph. 5:3-5, 8, 9.
Although some may feel that the standard is too high,
beyond their reach, Jehovah has never required of his peo·
pie more than they can attain. What he requires is for our
good. H e is patient with us as we learn the truth and make
changes in our lives and ways, and he lovingly helps us.

May we help interested ones
ing facts.

to

appreciate these encourag-
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QUESTION OUTLINE

Wholesome Reminders
Why should we be careful about what we feed our minds
and hearts? (Matt. 12:34; 15:19; Rom. 12:1,2)

What is the key
pians 4:8?

to

mental cleanness. according to Philip-

Why is it unwise to study with or make repeated caUs on
someone of the opposite sex? (w98 1/ 15 p. IS par. 9)
What temptations and problems could arise?
As shown by the following scriptures. how may someone be
led away from the truth?
Gen. 34:1, 2

Neh. 13:26
I Cor. 15:33

2 Tim. 4:10
2 John 7, 8

Why is it important that we keep our standard of physical
cleanness high in regard to OUf homes and the Kingdom
Hall? (Titus 2:5)

"Happy Are the Ones ...
Walking in the Law of Jehovah" (Ps. 119:1)
Wrongdoing is increasingly prevalent and depraved. Such
can infiltrate the Christian congregation. (2 Tim. 3:1-5, 13;

Jude 3, 4,11-13)
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What Scriptural evidence is there that among his clean people, Jehovah forbids the following? Also, what benefits come
to those who obey Jehovah's laws on these matters?
Manslaughter (Prov. 6: 17; 1 John 3:15)

How maya degree of guilt result from
careless driving habits, careless maintenance
of one's automobile or house, participation
in violen t or dangerous sports, or other

actions that may cause injury or death?
(Deut. 22:8)
Abortion (Ex. 21 :22-25; Ps. 127:3; 139:14-16)
"Por·ne{a"-includes fornication, adultery, homosexuali-

ty, and bestiality. (Lev. 20:10, 13, 15,16; Rom. 1:24,26,
27,32; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10; w83 3/15 pp. 30-1; w83 6/1
pp.23-6)

Apostasy-a standing away from, a falling away, a defection, a rebellion, an abandonment. It involves teaching
false doctrines, supporting or promoting false religion
;mcl its holid:lYs, or eng~ging in interf~ith :lrtivitie<;;.

(Deut. 13:13, 15; Josh. 22:22, ftn.; 2 Cor. 6:14, 15,17,
18; 2 Jolm 7, 9, 10; Rev. 18:4)

How would working secularly for a false
religious organization put one in a
position similar to that of one preaching
false doctrine? (2 Cor. 6: 14- 16; w99 4/15
pp.28-30)
How would you explain that celebrating a
false religious holiday is similar to
I?erfonning an act of false worship?
(Jer.7:16- 19)
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What does the Bible say about (a) causing

divisions and promoting sects? (Rom. 16: 17;
Titus 3:10, 11 ) (b) the practice of spiritism?
(Deur. 18:9-13; 1 Cor. 10:21, 22; Gal. 5:20)
(c) idolatry? (l Cor. 6:9, 10; 10:14)

Why would idolatry include the possession
and use of false religious images and
pictures? (w88 8/1 pp. 4-7; rs pp. 183-7)
Drunkenness (1 Cor. 5:11; 6:9, 10; w96 12/15 pp. 25-9;
it-1 p. 656)
Stealing, fraud (Lev. 6:2, 4; 1 Cor. 6:9, 10; Eph. 4:28;
it-1 p. 870)

Deliberate. malicious lying; bean"ngfalse witness (Prov.
6:16, 19; Col. 3:9; Rev. 22:15; it-2 pp. 244-5)
Reviling, slander (Lev. 19:16; 1 Cor. 6: 10; it-1
pp. 989-91; it-2 pp. 801-2)
Obscene speech (Eph. 5:3-5; Col. 3:8)
Greed-gambling, extortion (I Cor. 5:10, II; 6: 10;
1 Tim. 3:8; it-1 pp. 1005-6)
Adamant rifusal to provide materially for one's family;

leaving wife and children destitute when having the means
to provide (1 Tim. 5:8; w88 11/ 1 pp. 22-3)

Fits ofanger, violence (Prov. 22:24, 25; Mal. 2: 16; Gal.
5:20;gOl 11/8 p. 12)
Use oj tobacco or misuse ojother addictive drugs (Mark
15:23; 2 Cor. 7:1; Rev. 21:8; 22:15, Int.)
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Loose conduct-a shocking, flagrant disregard for Jehovah's moral standards. (Gal. 5:19, ftn.; 2 Pet. 2:7, ftn.;
w93 3/ 1 pp. 12-13; w73 pp. 574-6; il-2 pp. 264-5)
Failllre to abslainfrom blood (Gen. 9:4; Acts 15:20,

28,29)
Failure 10 remain neulral (Isa. 2:4; John 6:15; 17:16)

What Can You Do?
If you are disturbed in your mind and heart because of some
past serious wrongdoing, why should you approach one of
the older men? (Jas. 5: 14-16)
If you have seen or come to know of serious wrongdoing
among Jehovah's people, should you close your eyes to it?
Why do you so answer' (Lev. 5:1; 1 Cor. 5:1,2)
Why might it be a kindness to encourage the wrongdoer
to approach the older men about the matter? (Jas. 5:14)

If he does not, what concern might move
you to do so? (I Cor. 5:6; 1 Tim. 5:22)

How could your bringing serious matters to
the attention of the elders show love for
(a) Jehovah? (b) his congregation? (c) the
brother or sister who committed the wrong?
(1 Cor. 1:11)

If a person has committed one or more serious sins in the
past, can he be forgiven? (cl pp. 260-9)
In addition to offering heartfelt prayer to Jehovah asking
for his forgiveness, a person should inform whom, and
why? (Jas. 5:13-IS)
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What would you say to an interested person who feels
that his previous sinful course cannot be fOlgiven? (Isa.
1:18,19; Ezek. 33:11; Acts 17:30; 1 Tim. 1:15, 16)

What must a person do to receive Jehovah's mercy and
forgiveness? (Ps. 32:3-5; Provo 28:13; Ezek. 33:14-16; Eph.
4:17,22-24; 1 John 1:9)

What does Jehovah's direction to his people in these matters
as well as his patience and forgiveness indicate about his

warm love for humankind in general and for us as individuals' (Jas. 5:19, 20)
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Preparing New Ones
for Field Service and Baptism
OPENING DISCUSSION

Our goal in studying with people is to help them to become baptized disciples of Christ Jesus. (Matt. 28: 19, 20) If
they are to benefit lastingly from what they learn, they
must take pleasure in Jehovah's ways and desire to use their
lives in full harmony wi th his will. We want them to become active publishers in the congregation, "always having
plenty to do in the work of the Lord."- I Cor. 15:58.
Starting with the first study, we should be working
toward these objectives. Even after the person is baptized,
we should continue to provide needed personal attention
and training to help him become solidly grounded in the
truth and qualified to share productively in the work of

preaching, teaching, and making disciples.
QUESTION OUTLINE

Teaching Students How to

Use

the Bible

Even though a student seems to accept what the Bible says.
what might you do to cultivate genuine faith of the kind
that is described at 1 Thessalonians 2:13? (2 Tim. 3:16,17)
Why is it encouraging for a student to know how to find
scriptures in his Bible? (Luke 4:16-18;John 7:16, 17)
When do you start teaching a student how to locate
scriptures in the Bible?
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How do you teach him to locate the cited books, chap-

ters, and verses?

How do you teach a student the order of the books of
the Bible?
Why should the student be able to locate scriptures
quickly before he starts in field service?
When do yOll start teaching a student how to use the "Bible
Words Indexed" feature in the New World Translation?

How do you explain the use of a concordance to a student?

Why will knowing how to use a concordance help a student be more confident about sharing in the field ser-

vice?

Helping Students to Use the Scriptures They Learn
Why should we try to get a student to use key scri ptures that
he learns? (Luke 12:8; Heb. 5:14)
Give examples of how you get a student to be conscious
of the need to talk to others about what he learns. illus-

trate using a current Bible study publication.
EXAMPLES: Some pioneers ask a student:
"How would you use Genesis 2:7 to show

your neighbor what the soul is?"
In the review at the end of a study, you
might ask: 'If you were explaining to your
husband (or wife) the new thought you
learned about the soul dying, which scripture
would you use? How does that scripture
prove that the soul dies?'
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When do you call attention to "Bible Topics for Discussion,"
especially if it is included in your student's copy of the New
World Translation?
How can this be tied in with what the student is learning
in the weekly Bible study?
When and how could you show the student how to use the
Reasoning book for Bible study?

How would this help prepare the student for future field
service?
As the student begins to tell others about what he is learning, why is it necessary to teach him what is described at Co-

lossians 4:6?
How can you teach a student to be tactful in sharing a
Scriptural point? Usc a specific point from one of the

current Bible study publications.
SUGGESTION: You might say: 1t would
be good to share that point with some
of your relatives or neighbors. Do you
think they know that the soul can die?
[Allow for answeL] You might mention to
them that you learned something from the
Bible that you didn't know before. Then
invite them to read Ezekiel 18:4. Ask them
what they understand the scripture to say
about what happens to the soul that sins. If
they admit that the soul dies, say that you
also concluded that when you read the
scripture. If they say that they don't believe
that the scripture means that souls literally
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die, encourage them to look up some more
information on the subject and share it with
you. You will do the same for them. Keep in
mind that the Bible shows at 2 Timothy
2:23, 24 that "a slave of the Lord does not
need to fight." it is best not to get excited or
pushy.'
What benefit is there in handling the
situation as described in this example?
Preparing Students for Field Service

When would a student's field service be acceptable to
Jehovah? (Ps. 24:3-6; 50:16; Rom. 2:21-24)
How do you determine that the student meets Jehovah's
standards of morality as well as separateness from the
world and from Babylon the Great'
If he expresses a desire to share in the public witnessing
work, how do you help him to see the changes he needs
to make before he can do so?
When you believe that a student is qualified, how do you get
approval to take him in field service? (w88 11/ 15 p. 17)
How do you prepare him for his first day in field service
as an unbaptized publisher?
Why should you discuss dress and grooming before his
first service day?

In what feature of service is it best to start a new person?
Why?

Unit 17 (b)

205

Helping Students to See
the Need for Dedication and Baptism
Before he will be moved to make a valid dedication, how

should a person feel about Jehovah? (Ps. 40:8; 104:33)
During each study, how do you progressively help the
student to develop this feeling for Jehovah?
How can you use a portion of a current Bible study pub-

lication to do this?
How would regular meeting attendance and close association with other members of the congregation help the
student to develop this feeling?

What have you tried to accomplish along

this line?
Why is more than abstaining from wrong conduct involved
in adhering to Jehovah's viewpoint of what is bad?
(Ps. 97:10; Acts 3:19; 26:20)
Before a person can make a vaJjd dedication, how must he

feel about the way he should use his life? (Matt. 16:24;
2 Cor. 5:14,15)
How can you tetl what progress a student is making
toward having a proper view of his own position in rela¥
tion to God?

If you see areas where a student needs to improve in his
viewpoint, what should you do? How? (Prov. 25:11. 15;
27:5)

Why are dedication and baptism necessary? (Matt. 3:13-15;
16:24; 28:19; 1 Pet. 3:20, 21)
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How would you help a student to see that he needs to be
baptized even if he was prev iously b.1ptized in one of
Christendom's church organizations? (Acts 19:1·5)
When do you generally begin to discuss baptism with a
person?
What advantage would there be for you to use pictures
or newspaper articles about baptisms at our conventions?
Why must you impress on the student that getting bap-tized is not in itself a guarantee of salvation?
(Matt. 24:13)
Why is there no need for you to go over the questions for
baptismal candidates with your Bible students?
(km 5/87 p. 8)

Continuing to Aid Students After They Are Baptized
For how long and in what way would it be good for you to
continue helping new ones' (Col. 2:6, 7; km 6/00 p. 4)
Why should you be willing to help them as long as they
need it? (1 Cor. 3:13- 15)

What can be done to assist newly baptized ones in field service, and to what extent? (GaL 6: 10)
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Strengthen and Follow
Your Christian Conscience
OPENING DISCUSSION

Jehovah in his wisdom has not made laws to govern
every affair of life. But he has given us direction in his
Word and through his organization so that we can know
his thoughts and will. And Jehovah has given man the faculty of conscience so that he can reason on matters and de·
termine the course he should follow.- Ps. 1l 9:1 05; Matt.
24:45-47.
Conscience is the capacity to look at oneself and render
judsment about oneself, to bear witness to oneself. The
apostle Paul describes the operation of his conscience in
this manner: "My conscience bears witness with me in holy
spirit." (Rom. 9:1) Conscience is inherent in man, having
been made a part of him by God. It is an inward realization, a sense of right and wrong, that excuses or accuses
one. (Rom. 2:15) Hence, conscience judges. It can also be
trained or molded by the thoughts, acts, convictions, and
rules that are implanted in a person's mind by study and
experience.-it-l pp. 500-50l.
To mold our Christian conscience, we need Jehovah's
Word and his spirit as well as effort on our part. As we read
and study the Bible and Scri ptural publications. it will be
especially beneficial to spend a portion of our study time
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meditating. This means thinking positively about how we
can apply the materia1 studied to improve our thoughts.
words, and actions. D o you do that often? Doing so can
help you to keep molding and strengthening your con~
science. Then, do not resist the proddings of your wel1~
trained Christian conscience. Recognize it as a force to help
you walk in a course of godJy devotion.

As we teach and make disciples, it is our responsibility
to help them to mold theiT conscience to Christian stan·
dards. It is not our place to make decisions for others. Motivated by love for Jehovah and for what is right, those
whom we teach must make theiT own decisions based on
knowledge of God's Word. But how can we help both ourselves and others to strengthen the Christian conscience and
to

follow it?

QUESTION OUTLINE

The Conscience and How

It Is Molded

How is the conscience described at Romans 9:1?
What function does the conscience perform within a person, as expressed at Romans 2:15? (wOO 5/ 1 pp. 16-17)
How is this illustrated at 2 Samuel 24:1O?
What can a strong, active conscience move a God-fearing
person to do? (Ps. 32:3-5)

Can the conscience allow a person to go in the wrong direction? (Titus 1:15)
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How can a person's conscience be affected by his background, experiences in life, prejudices, education, and so
forth?

Why is it not wise to rely on what wefiel is right?
(Gen. 8:21)
What is needed to mold your Christian conscience? (Ps. 25:
4.5; 143:10; Provo3:6)
Why is direction from the Scriptures needed to mold the

conscience properly? (Ps. 19:7; 11 9: 105;)ohn 17:1 7)
When a person does not strengthen his conscience and
act in harmony with it, what happens to it and to his
course of life? (l Tim. 1:19)
"Their sense of right and wrong once dulled, they
have abandoned themselves to sexuality and eagerly pursue a career of indecency of every kind,"
(Eph. 4:19. The Jerusalem Bible)
Why may consciences differ on the same question?
(Rom. 14:1-4; 1 Cor. 8:4. 7)

This calls for what on our part? (2 Cor. 13:5)
Rather than criticize a fellow Christian whose viewpoint
may differ from ours, we should take what position?
(Rom. 14:13. 19) Why? (Rom. 14:3.4.10-12.1 7)
When you hold a good conscience toward God, what treatment may you receive from those lacki ng faith?
(l Pet. 2:18. 19)
Name worshipers of Jehovah who suffered unjustly because they conscientiously held to a course of godly devotion. (Acts 23: 1. 2; 1 Pet. 2:21-23)
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In what sense is conscience called into play when Jehovah
has given us a clearly stated law? (I Sam. 15:22; w75 p. 212)
What is revealed

by the course we choose to take when

unobserved by other humans?
How does the fact that Jehovah has not made laws govern ing
every affair of life give us opportunity to show the depth of
our love for him and for the doing of his will? (2 Cor. 9:7;
Gal. 6:10)

Use Your Well-lfained Christian Conscience
How will the suggestions below help you
ples in making personal decisions?

to

use Bible princi-

Reject the course that God's Word clearly condemns.
(Ps. 37:27)
Avoid becoming a cause of stumbling to others even if
you feel that you have a right to do something.
(I Cor. 10:23,24,32)

Avoid a course that will cause doubts in your own mjnd
or that might expose you to pitfalls or weaken your spiri~
tuality. (Rom. 14:23)
What will help us to make right decisions? (I Cor. 10:31)

When there is no specific Scriptural prohibition of a certain
course. does this indicate that it is all right for a Christian to
pursue such a course? (I Cor. 6:12)

How could such a situation be a test of the affections of
your heart and of the kind of Christian you are? (Jer. 17:
10; 2 Cor. 4:2)
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Why is it not Scriptural to make decisions of conscience for
others' (Rom. 14:1)
How do we benefit when we exercise our own conscience
in making decisions' (Acts 24:16)
M ;suse oj Blood

Why can there not be a difference in individual Christian consciences regarding the eating or the transfusing of
blood? (Acts 15:20, 29)
How concerned should Christians be that blood components, such as dried plasma, might have been added to
food products? (w92 10/ 15 pp. 30-1)

Use ofAlcoholic Beverages
What does God's Word say about the use of alcoholic
beverages? (Ps. 104:15; 1 Tim. 5:23)

What does the Bible condemn?
(1 Cor. 6:10)
Why should a pioneer not be known as a
heavy drinker? (Titus 2:3; I Pet. 4:3)
Why might a Christian choose not to buy
alcoholic beverages in an area where there is
a widespread feeling against the use of them?
(I Cor. 8:13)
Under what circumstances might a Christian
choose not to drink or serve such beverages?
(Rom. 14:15, 17, 19-21; I Cor. 10:28,29)
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Payment oj Taxes
What is God's law regarding the payment of taxes to
Caesar? (Rom. 13:1,7)

Can you illustrate how conscience is involved
in the payment of taxes? (Rom. 13:5-7; 1 Pet.
3:16)

Did the fact that Rome supported an army
absolve early Christians from paying taxes?
How does Matth ew 22:21 bear this out?
Employment (,.00 8/1 p. 24; w99 4/ 15 pp. 28-30; w82 7/15
p.26)

If a form of employment is not condemned in God's
Word, how may different consciences respond to such
employment?

Would it be wrong to consult with mature brothers to
see what Scriptural principles may apply in any given job
situation?

In matters that are to be resolved by the individual conscience, why should we not criticize those who hold to
an opinion different from ours, and why should we not
try to force our will on them' (Rom. 14:4, 10, 20)

Should you feel that you made a wrong decision if you
lose your job because of following your well-trained
Christian conscience? (Rom. 14:5; 1 Pet. 2:19)
Entertainment

If the unbelieving husband of a sister asks her to go with
him to a dinner with his business associates, how might
the following questions help her to make her decision?
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Is such an occasion condemned in God's
Word?
To what SOft of place will they be going?
Might others be stumbled if they see her
going into such a place?
With whom will they be associating closely?
How will her relationship with her husband
be affected if she goes? if she refuses?
Does she have doubts that might result in
her being stumbled if she goes?
What will she do if there are nationalistic
ceremonies included in the program?
What will she do if a clergy man is called
upon to pray?
Why might it be helpful to discuss these
matters with her husband so that he knows
her stand and what to expect if she goes
with him?
Class may consider other situations if it is felt that the discussion would be helpful and appropriate. Be careful that no
one tries to impose his opinion on others. Rather, bring
Scriptural principles into focus.
How do the following scriptures show the need to help interested ones to educate. strengthen, and follow their conscience as they gain knowledge of Jehovah and his will?
1 Tim. 1:5, 19
I Pet. 3:21
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How can a discussion of situations they may
encounter and the Bible principles involved
help them to strengthen and follow their

conscience?

Pioneers Are to Be Fine Examples
Why would a pioneer be wise to consider carefully his
choice of entertainment. sports, dress, and personal possessions (a) so as not to stumble others? (I Cor. 8:9-13) (b) so
as not to create pitfalls for himself or endanger his own spirituality?
Why could your insisting on your rights in matters of COI1science affect your qualifications as a pioneer? (Rom. 14:15;
1 Tim. 4: 12)
Cite Scriptural examples of servants of God who exercised
their conscience wisely to God's glory and for the good of
their neighbors. (2 Sam. 23: 17; 1 Cor. 9:22)
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Our Responsibility
to God and to Caesar
O PENING D ISCUSSION

Since 607 B.GE .• when God's nation of Israel lost its
sovereignty, Jehovah's people have had to live in lands gOY·
erned by rulers that Jehovah has allowed to exist. The Bible
calls these political rulers "superior authorities." (Rom.
13:1) Because ofliving in different lands, Christians have
had to cope with a wide variety of laws and customs.
The Bible shows that Jehovah is the Supreme Authority.
(Dan. 7:13, 14, 18) Therefore, Jehovah's servants are accountable to God as Ruler and to his Christ. No matter
where they live, Jehovah's servants m ust adhere to the laws
and principles of divine ru le.-Ps. 83: 18.

Jehovah's servants need to determine clearly their duties
toward both types of governmental authorities. The basic
principle governing this is stated by Jesus at Matthew 22: 1721, where he commands: "Pay back, therefore, Caesar's
things to C1esar, but God's things to God." Here Jesus uses
«Caesar" to refer to all worldly governmental authority.
This sound principle recognizes that secular governments
have the right to expect aU their subjects to perform certain
duties. It also shows that a C hristian h as duties to God,
which, of course, take priority. Thus, the authority of
worldly rulers over Jehovah 's servants is only relative. It is
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also temporary because at Armageddon, "the superior au-

thorities" of this world will cease functioning forever.
By reading Romans 13:1-7 and discussing the points
outlined in the following questions, you will be able to
add to your balanced view of your responsibility to both
God and Caesar.-w96 5/ 1 pp. 9-20; w90 11/ 1 pp. 10-15,

18-28.
QUESTION OUTLINE

Paying Back Caesar's Things to Caesar
For what reason indicated at Romans 13:1 should C hristians
be in subjection to "the superior authorities"? (Titus 3:1;

1 Pet. 2:13-15)
What is indicated by the expression ('relative positions"?
Why should a Christian not oppose the secular authority?

(Rom. 13:2)
Explain how "those ruling are an object of fear.
(Rom. 13:3)

OJ

In what way will the one doing good "have praise" from
the superior authorities?

How can it be said that the superior authorities are "God's
minister"? (Rom. 13:4)
What is "the sword" that they bear, and for what purpose do they use it?
Why should a Christian be in subjection even when the authorities are not observing his conduct? (Rom. 13:5)
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Give examples of such conscientious subjection.
What valid reason is given at Romans 13:6 for you to pay all
your taxes conscientiously?
Mention ways in which the superior authorities as "God's
public servants" benefit you personally_
How does this verse help you to determine the nature of
the authorities being referred to in this chapter of the Bible'
Why would a Christian pay aUthe taxes that are required
by secular authorities even when such taxes seem to be
excessive? (Matt. 22: 17-21; Rom. 13:7)
Why will Jehovah not hold Christians
accountable for the way the superior
authorities use tax money? (Matt. 17:24-27)

Explain how a true Christian shows honor "to him who calls
for honor," and give some modern-day examples.
(Rom. 13:7; Acts 26: 1-3, 25)
Whom would you not honor with flattering titles, and
why? (Matt. 23:8-10; Rev. 18:4)
Why would a Christian not oppose legal social distinctions
imposed by secular authorities? (1 Tim. 6: 1, 2; Titus 2:9, 10)
What are some of the registrations that secular authorities
may require, and why could you conscientiously comply?
(Luke 2: 1-5)
In what way does John 17: 16 help Christians to maintain
proper balance in their subjection to the superior authorities?
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When considering complying with the laws of the au thori~
ties, how would you apply the principle expressed at 2 C0rinthians 4:2?
Why would a Christian be conscientious in complying with

the laws of secular authorities, such as those regulating traffic, registrations, and licenses? (I Pet. 2:13, 14)
Paying Back God's Things to God
What are some things that Christians owe to God? (ps. 36:9;

Matt. 4:10; 6:33)
What Scriptural limitation is placed on our subjection to

secular rulers? (Ps. 83:18; Luke 4:8; Acts 5:29)
How could you reason on the following situations that may

be raised by the secular authorities?
You are forbidden

to

preach the good news.

You are forbidden to go from house to house.
You are forbidden to distribute literature from house to

house.
You are forbidden to hold Christian meetings.
You are obligated by law to register and vote in a local or
national election.
You are required to register for a national census.
You are required to get legal documents before crossing
political bowldaries.
You are required to get a license to get married.
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You are required to register the birth of your child.
Other situations that you face locally may be considered.
How do you benefit personally from obeying God first and

then Caesar?
How does obeying Caesar's laws to the extent possible train
you for living under God's Kingdom rule?
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lesser one among the rest.-Mark 9:33-37; 10:35-37,41-45;
Luke 9:46-48.
Since all of us, like the apostles, are imperfect offspring
of Adam, we tend to be interested primarily in ourselves.
We are prone to think of our own advantage and convenience. Therefore, we all need to cultivate humility. This we
can do by reasoning on what is outlined in the Bible regarding our relationship with God and with our fellowmen and
then practicing the principles learned.
Of course, a person may learn humility by being
brought low, humbled by experience. Jehovah humbled the
Israelites under Moses. He caused them to walk 40 yea rs in
the wilderness. putting them to the test so as to know what
was in their heart. No doubt many of the Israelites profited
from this severe experience and learned humility from it.
Perhaps you have learned humility in a simila r manner.
Whatever the circumstances under which humility is
gained, Jehovah does require genuine humility on the part
of those who will receive life through his undeserved kindness. By displaying true humility, a person will bring benefit
and blessings to himself and to others. But mainly he honors Jehovah, the one who made man in his own image.
QUESTION OUTLINE

Examples of Humility
How does Jehovah demonstrate humility in the way he deals
with imperfect men? (2 Sam. 22:36; Ps. 113:5-8; Rom. 8:
20,21)
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As related at Philippians 2:5-11, what example of humility
do we have in Jesus Christ?
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How did he also demonstmte empathy in dealing with

mankind' (Matt. 9:35-38)

How did Jesus give his disciples a lesson in humility on
the night he was betrayed? (John 13:2-5, 12-27; il-2
p. 1171 par. 3)
In what ways can you imitate his fine example in the
congregation. at home, and in the field ministry?
On what future occasion will Jesus show himself to be an
outstanding example of humility? (1 Cor. 15:24-28)

Humility Needed in
Our Relationship With Jehovah
Why should we want to cultivate humility continually?
(Prov. 22:4; I Pet. 5:5,6; w91 7/15 pp. 27-8)
Gaining what knowledge helps a person to cul tivate humility in his relationship with Jehovah? (Ps. 8:3, 4; Acts 17:28)
How does Jehovah respond when people humble themselves
and do what is right? (2 Chron. 7:13, 14)
What must we admit with regard

to

ourselves if we are to

submit humbly to Jehovah? (Ps. 51:5; Rom. 8:21, 22)
In what way is heartfelt prayer a manifestation of humility?
(2 Sam. 24: 10; Matt. 6: 12)

Appreciating what fact as indicated at 1 Corinthians 4:7 will
help us show humility in our relationship with Jehovah?
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Give examples of false humility and the resulting disadvantages and consequences. (Rom. 14:17; Col. 2: 18, 20-23; w85
7/ 15 pp. 10-14)
What does it mean to "be modest in walking with your
God"? (Mic. 6:8)

Humility and Empathy Needed
in Our Relationship With Our Fellowmen
How will demonstrating humility promote peaceful relations
with others? (Eph. 4:1, 2; Col. 3:12,13)
From your own experience, give examples showing application of the principles in the above-cited scriptures.
EXAMPLES: In your relationship with other
pioneers, with family members, with elders,
with brothers in the congregation, or with
people you meet in field service

Why will following the admonition of Philippians 2:3 to
consider "that the others are superior to you" not put you at
a disadvantage?
How can you respond to the following situations with humility?
You are given constructive counsel for improving your
field service.
You are corrected for some wrong you have committed.
What if the counselor misunderstands you and the counsel does not apply?
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You are losing time in field service because of having to
wait for other publishers.
Your service is hindered because of inadequate arrange·
ments for territory.
The people in the territory are unresponsive or even opposed to your efforts to help them.

Discuss other situations that may exist in your area.

Practical Illustrations of Humility and Empathy
What practical application could you make ofJesus' illustra·
tion recorded at Luke 14:7-11 ?
How was the illustration of the neighborly Samaritan a les·

son in humility and empathy? (Luke 10:29-37)
What does the illustration at Luke 18:9-1 4 show about how
God values a humble person?
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Your Dependence on Jehovah
OPENING DISCUSSION

When the apostle PauJ wrote to the Corinthian congregation concerning his experience in serving God, he said:
"When 1 am weak, then 1 am powerful." (2 Cor. 12:10) By
this statement he indicated his dependence on Jehovah. On
another occasion he said: ''Por all things I have the strength
by virtue of him who imparts power to me."-Phil. 4:13.

In order to have confidence like that, we need to rely
wholly on Jehovah fo r strength to do the work he has given
us. Such confidence and strength come from a diligent
study of his Word and from personal and regular prayer to
Jehovah. In approaching Jehovah, we need freeness of
speech, such as a confident and appreciative child would
have in approaching his loving father.
In your pioneer service, you may need strength, understanding, and wisdom in special ways because of your own
particular circumstances. Your full reliance on Jehovah by
means of prayer will help you to deal with life's challenges.
Therefore, this discussion shouJd enhance your consciousness of the privilege of prayer and your appreciation for it.
Q UESTION O UTLINE

Coming to the "Hearer of Prayer" (Ps. 65:2)
What convi nces you that Jehovah does hear your prayers?
(1 Ki. 18:36-38; Acts 12:5- 11 ; Heb. 5:7)

"Shin;ng as Illuminators"

230

What are some of the various kinds of prayer? Why is each
important' (1 Sam. 1:17; 1 Chron. 29:10-13; Ps. 33:1; Eph.
6:18; 1 Thess. 5:17, 18)
What matters should we feel free to take to Jehovah in
prayer' (Phil. 4:6, 7)
How does a proper view of what we may request as well
as what Jehovah provides help us to continue in full-time
service? (Luke 11 :3)
In our prayers, why should we not neglect to ask for forgiveness of our shortcomings? (1 Ki. 8:46)
Why is it good to be specific about the sins
concerning wruch we are asking forgiveness?
(Lev. 5:5; Dan. 9:4-6)

If God is to forgive us, what must we be
doing toward others' (Mark 11 :25; Luke
11:4)
How can application of the counsel at Matthew 26:41 be
beneficial? (Luke 21:34-36)

Why is it important to persevere in prayer, and to what extent? (Dan. 6:10; Luke 18:1,8; I Pet. 4:7)
Based on the following scriptures. list some of the things that
are required for our prayers to be heard by Jehovah:

Provo 15:29

John 16:23
Jas. 1:6, 7
Jas.4:3
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1John 3:22
l)ohn 5:14, 15
Under what circumstances is it appropriate to pray? (Neh. 2:
4,5; Mark 6:46; Acts 12:5; 16:25; 21:5, 6; 27:35)

Praying for Jehovah's
Blessing, His Direction, and His Spirit
Explain why prayer to Jehovah is important in connection
with the following situations:
When doing personal study and meditating (1 Cor. 2:9,
10;).s.I:5)
When making personal decisions (Prov. 3:5, 6)
When seeking opportunities to witness to others (Col.
4:3)
For success in reaching the hearts of sincere
ones whom we meet in field service (Acts

16:14)

When providing the needed aid to those with whom we
study (1 Cor. 3:5, 6, 9)

When making decisions involving the congregation
(Luke 6: 12, 13; Acts 6:6)
When confronted with situations that put our faith to
the test (Ps. 55:22; Mark 14:35, 36)
When officials seek to interfere with the preaching of the
good news (Acts 4:18-20, 29-3 1; 1 Tim. 2:1, 2)
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Explain what prayers you might offer in connection with the
following:
Those you are helping to learn the truth or to make
progress spiritually (Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:9- 12)
Brothers who are undergoing persecution (Rom. IS:
30,31)
Faithful ones with whom you have served in the past
(Col. 4:12)
Any who may be spiritually ill (Jas. 5:16)

Those who are undertaking enlarged privileges of service
(Acts 13:2, 3)
Those who mistreat you (Luke 6:27, 28)

"Keep WailIking by Spirit" (Gal. 5:16)
Why is unhindered operation of the holy spirit in connection with our service of prime importance?
Our continually walking in the footsteps ofJesus Christ
and reflecting godly qualities in our lives is evidence of
what? (1 Cor. 12:3; Gal. 5:22, 23, 25)
What kind of conduct and what attitudes would interfere with the operation of God's spirit in our lives? (Gal.
5: 16-2 1; 1 Thess. 4:7, 8)
How does holy spirit affect a person's qualifications to do
work that God has assigned? (Ex. 31:2-6; 1 Cor. 12:4-6)
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How does the operation of the holy spirit affect the results
that we experience in declaring and teaching the good news?
(1 Thess. 1:5,6)
Using the following scriptures, show how a person can receive and retain holy spirit:

Josh. 1:8; 2 Tim. 3: 16
Luke 11:9-13

Acts 1:8
1 Cor. 14:23-25; Heb. 10:24,25
Eph. 4:30-5:2
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Endurance That
Results in Divine Approval
OPENING DISCUSSION

Endurance is necessary in order to gain Jehovah's approval for life. (Matt. 24:13) As we approach the end of
this system of things, endurance should be a matter of

serious concern to all of us, since Satan is trying to break
the integrity of every servant of Jehovah.

Endurance means contin u.ing under hardship without being overcome. As Christians, we must endure not

only when experiencing severe difficulties or persecution
but also when coping with situations in everyday life.

Some of you no doubt have health problems, face opposition from family members, or have financia l difficulties. Maybe your territory is not as productive as some
are. Or you may become downhearted because of a coostant battle with your own shortcomings. How do you

react to such circumstances that caU for endurance? Can
you maintain joy while enduring?-w93 9/15 pp. 9- 14;
ii-I p. 724.
With the help of Jehovah's spirit, you can endure
whatever you may yet face in your service to Jehovah.
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UESTlON OUTLINE

Understanding the Issues Involved
What challenge involving mankind was raised In the garden
of Eden? (Gen. 3:1-5)

What challenge was made in Job's day? (Job 1:6-11; 2:1-5)
How do the above-cited issues affect us today? (rs pp. 363-4,
428-9)

Learning From Examples of Endurance

Why did God have recorded in the Bible examples of the
endurance of his servants of old? (Jas. 5: 10, 11)
How are those experiences beneficial to us today?
(Rom. 15:4)
What does Hebrews 5:7-9 tell us about Jesus' endurance?
What resulted to us from his faithful course?
(Rom. 5:19)
Why does God permit trials to come upon his servants?
(Jas. 1:2-4)
EXAMPLES: One brother was in a Communist prison for
five years, but with Jehovah's help, he endured. How did
he do it? The brother stated: "Right from the start, I realized that I would have to take steps to stay strong in
faith. No sooner had I been locked in my cell on the day
of my arrest than I got down on my knees to pray. What
spiritual strength and comfort prayer brought to me!
There are no guns, no walls, no prison bars that can keep
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the spirit of God from reaching his people!" Mter being
re;leased, this brother continued right on in Jehovah's servICe.

His partner endured in the same prison in solitary (onfulement for seven years. After being released, the partner
said regarding his experience: "There was nothing spectacular, nothing heroic. It was just a case of <endure; keep
faith in God: And that, I'm sure, is what you would do."
Other published examples of endurance under various
circumstances may be cited.

"You Have Need of Endurance" (Heb. 10:36)
Why should we not be hasty about trying to get away from
situations or assignments that require special endurance?
(Rom. 5:3, 4; Ja5. 1:4)
When we do endure, what does that reveal as to our
heart? (Luke 8:15)
Why does God permit wickedness that results in severe per-

secution of his servants? (2 Pet. 3:9, 15)
Why is it not wise to be in morbid fear of what future
persecution might include? (1 Cor. 10:13)
What can help a person to endure persecution and
maintain his integrity? (Prov. 27: 11; Acts 5:41;
Heb. 12:1,2)
How may endurance be involved in the following situations,
and what could be of help?
Getting an early start in service
Experiencing very cold or hot weather

Unit 19 (b)

237

Having a personality clash with your partner or another
brother or sister
Other local or personal situations
What can help you to endure the following situations?

(1) Family opposition (Ps. 27:10; Matt. 10:34-37; Mark
10:29,30)
(2) Indifference to the preaching work (Matt. 13:15)
(3) Concern about your own mistakes or about being
provoked or offended by others (Eccl. 7:9; Rom. 7:
19; I John 1:9)
How do the Scriptures help you to avoid
being stlunbled? (Ps. 11 9: 165)

(4) Discipline (Prov. 1:8; Heb. 12:11)
(5) Poor health or periods of depression (Ps. 41:3; Matt.
11:28-30; Rom. 12:12)
(6) Temptations. such as promises of a prominent position or a promotion to a job with higher pay but less
time for spiritual things (Ps. 37:25; Matt. 5:3; 6:33)
(7) Pressures at work, such as discrimination because of
your high principles (Ps. 55:22; John 16:33)
How will the following help you to endure so that you can
maintain a good relationship with Jehovah?
Personal study, including meditation (Prov. 15:28;
2 Ti m. 2: 15)
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EXAMPLE: A brother who had been
incarcerated in Nazi concentration camps
wrote: «When I was arrested, ] was thankful
that I had not neglected personal Bible study,
as it helped me to have the faith to endure."
(w72 p. 525)
Christian association (I Cor. 15:33; Heb. 10:24,25)
Field service (Matt. 24:14; 28: 19, 20)
Prayer (Prov. 15:29)
A good conscience( 1 Tim. 1:1 8, 19; I Pet. 3: 16)

Endurance Accomplishes a Great Work
While we are awaiting final real ization of our hope, our endurance serves to bring out fine qualities in us. (Jas. 1:3, 4;
w97 11/ 15 pp. 8-9)
James says that right now endurance has a "work" that it
is accomplishing. What is that "work"?

By enduring trial after trial, we repeatedly exercise godly
qualities, and at the same time, new qualities are awakened.
The work of endurance is complete in that we gain
many-sided experience and a rounded-out understanding
of how to respond to things. We are perfected in godly
obedience and trust in God.
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How Has the Pioneer
Service School Fortified You to Endure?

What have you learned that will help you to stay in the pionecr service?
What have you learned that wiU equip you to encourage
others to endure?
Why is love an important factor in enduring? (Rom. 8:38,

39; 1 Cor. 13:7, 8)

What trials have you personally faced and overcome with Jehovah's spirit? How have you benefited?
Reward for Endurance

What djd Paul say to commend the Thessaloruan brothers
for their endurance? (1 Thess. 1:3; 2 Thess. 1:4, 5)
What is the grand reward promised by God to those who
endure? (Luke 21:19;)'5.1: 12)
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'Let Your Advancement
Be Manifest to All'
OPENING DISCUSSION

When we finish our discussions in the Pioneer Service
School and you go back to your regular routine of life,
what are you going to do with what you have learned?
From time to time, reexamine what you are doing, and ask
yourself whether you are continuing to apply what you
have learned. The apostle Paul said: «Ponder over these
things; be absorbed in them, that yow advancement may
be manifest to all persons."-l Tim. 4:15.
You can manifest advancement in basically two ways:
(1) by progressively conforming your conduct, speech, and
attitude to God's Word; and (2) by taking hold of privileges
of service that afford opportunities to serve Jehovah in full·
er measure. Set goals for yourself, not simply to attain ccr·
tain assignments of service, but to enrich your worship of
Jehovah in whatever capacity you serve. Watch for privi·
leges of service that are open to you. Reach out for these
by qualifYing yourself and making yourself available to be
used by Jehovah as he desires.
QUESTION OUnlNE

Benefits From the School
This will be a review of some basic points that you feel are
of special interest to you or that you feel will have a
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particular appljcation to you. Mention the name of the les·
son. then highlight a valuable point discussed in class. What
scripture was especially important to you in emphasizing the
point? The instructor will allow time for each of the following points.
Mention some practica1 things that you have learned about
showing love to (a) your family, (b) members of the congregation, and (c) those to whom you witness and whom
you teach in the field.
How did you find that your joy can shine through to
(a) your family? (b) those related to you in the fait h?
(c) people in the world of mankind?
State your impression of the information discussed regarding
(a) study, (b) meditation, and (c) meetings.
Describe your reaction to the discussions involving the following subjects. and explain how these discussions will aid
you:
Conduct
Attitude

Personal appearance
View of counsel
(FlRSf HOUR TO HERE)

"Pay Constant Attention to Yourself"

What progress did Timothy make from his youth into his
adult years? (il-2 pp. 11 05-6)
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\X/hen did Timothy's training begin? (2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15)
What shows that Timothy appl ied himself as a youth in
the local congregation? (Acts 16:1,2)

What privileges did he enjoy with Paul? (1 Cor. 4: 17;
Phil. 2: 19-24)
Although Timothy had been a spiritual man for many
years and enjoyed many privileges, what was it still vital
that he do? (I Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 4:1 -5)
Using a verse-by-verse consideration of I Timothy 4:1 1-1 6,
show how the counsel given to Timothy is important for
you today~

Read verse JJ.
How do YO ll respond to the help and
training given by the teachers in your
congregation?

Read verse 12.
Why should you not let your physical age or
years in the pioneer service be an obstacle to
your advancement?
How can you become an example
in (a) speaking? (b) cond uct? (c) love?
(d) faith? (e) chasteness?

Read verse 13.
Explain your own goals as to (a) public
reading, (b) exhortation, and (c) teaching.
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Read verse 14.

How can you avoid neglecting the

opportunities that are available to you in the
pioneer service?

Read vend5.
What is necessary on your pan in order for
your advancement to be manifest to all?
How do you do this?

Read verse 16.
Why is it important to pay attention to what
you are. as an individual? to what you teach
others?
What will be the outcome if you really stay
by the things that we have discussed from
God's Word?
Explain how diligence in the following malters can contribute to your progress:

Caring for your family responsibilities (Titus 2:3-7)
Putting the welfare of others ahead of personal convenience (1 Cor. 10:24)
Keeping material pursuits secondary to spiritual pursuits
(1 Tim. 6:6-8)
Avoiding associations and entertailUnent that can corrupt morals (Phil. 4:8, 9)
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Point out how advancement could be made in the foUowing
matters:
Conversing in a manner that upbuilds (Eph. 4:25, 29)
Capably answering questions about our beliefs (Col. 4:6)
Having a humble estimate of self (Rom. 12:3)
Freely forgiving and overlooking the shortcomings of
others (Col. 3: 13)
How can your goal to be a better pioneer be enhanced by
adjustments in your personal schedule?
EXAMPLES: Doing personal study, working with your
mate and children, meeting and working with field service groups, witnessing on the weekend when others can
share, taking care of home and domestic duties, fulfilling
secula_r responsibilities

Reach Out for Added Privileges of Service
How shou1d we feel about reaching out for added privileges
of service, and why? (Mark 12:30; Col. 3:23)
What does the Bible indicate that the attitude of God's
people would be regarding making themselves available
for service? (Ps. 11 0:3; Isa. 6:8)
To what factors should you give careful consideration?
(Luke 14:28)
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Against what wrong motives in seeking advancement do
the following scriptures warn?
Gal. 1:10
Gal. 5:26

1 Tim. 3:6
Consider the following goa ls you might reach out to attain:
Learning another language in order to reach more with
the good news
Serving where the need is greater
?pccial pioneer work, if such assignments are being made
U1 your country
Circuit work
Gilead and missionary work
Ministeriaillaining School

Kingdom Hall construction work
Bethel service
How can you demonstrate your imerest in reaching your
goal? (1 Tim. 4:7-10)

What attitude will be necessary in order for you to receive
the training and experience needed for making advance·
ment? (I Pet. 5:5-10)

(SECOND HOUR TO HERE)
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Students' Own Comments (20 min.)
You may wish [U t::xpn::ss yourself as to the ua1lling received
at the Pioneer Service School. Your thoughts may involve
the school's effect on you as a person, on the way you view
pioneer service, or on your plans for the future. The instructor will aUow time now for you to express your heartfelt
thoughts and feelings.

Concluding Comments by Instructors (40 min.)
Each instructor will take 20 minutes to give personal encouragement and Scriptural admonition for the benefit of the
students. There may be a few final announcements to make
along with direction fo r concluding the school course. All of

this should be incl uded within the final 40-minute period.
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Reaching Those
Not Religiously Inclined
OPENING DISCUSSION

In many parts of the earth, the majority of the people

are not religiously inclined. But some of them have been
helped to transform their minds, and they are now active
praisers of Jehovah.-Rom. 12:2.
To reach those people not religiously inclined, we need
to adapt our approach to find out why they are irreligious,
how they view religion and the Bible, and why. T his puts
us in a position to be empathetic in our dealing with them.
- I Cor. 9:19-23.
Those who are not religiously inclined have varying
viewpoints. Some are atheists, who deny the existence of
God. Others are agnostics. who say that no one can know
whether there is a God or not. There are also Deists, who
believe in God but feel that he remains indifferent to his
creation. Then there are materialists. who believe that the
only thing that a person needs to consider in life is his own
material well-being and that this is what should determine
his conduct. This latter group may remind us of the Epicureans of old. who bel ieved that getting pleasure out of life
without doing harm to oneself was the main objective in
living.-Acts 17:18; 1 Cor. 15:32; w94 12/ 1 pp. 3-7.

Why are people irreligious or atheistic? Among the
chief reasons are (a) the hypocrisy of religionists.

250

«Shining as Illuminators"

(b) corruption and wickedness prevailing without people

being aware of any divine intervention, (c) no satisfying answers to questions about God and conditions on earth,
(d) acceptance of what scientists say about evolution, and
(e) giving in to the inclinations of the flesh and bad influ-

ences.-g02 4/ 22 pp. 5-7.
These factors contribute to the irreligious outlook of so
many and bring dishonor to OUf God, Jehovah. We want to
do all that we can to magnify his wisdom, love, and righteousness. We also desire to free others from misconcep-

tions and frustrations as well as the consequences of persisting in a course of ungodliness.
QyESTION O UTIINE

How Some Irreligious Ones H ave Been Assisted
Why might our listening patiently and showing consideration for the expressions of irreligious ones be helpful to
them' (Jas. 1:19; 3:13)
In some instances. why may it be wise not to insist on having an extended conversation with a person who is not reli·

gious? (Prov. 25: 15)
EXPERIENCE: A former World War II officer was an agnostic because he had observed the inhumanity of war
and the conduct of the clergy during war. Some time after this, he visited relatives who are Jehovah's Witnesses.
They knew how he felt, so they did not try to preach to
him. However, he read a Christian publication in which
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he found a reasonable explanation as to why God pernuts wickedness. This stimulated his desire to read other
literature, which prompted him to visit various churches
in oroer to compare their teachings with what he was
learning from our literature. He said: "Before many weeks
passed, my intensive reading made me realize that I had
found the truth of God."
How might this experience help us to deal
with irreligious people?
Why might agreeing with some points made by people we
contact open the way to assist them?
Students may relate brief personal experiences showing
how they were able to help people with atheistic ideas to
reason on God's Word. Experiences found in our publications may be used as time permits.
How do these experiences show the need to
find points on which you might be able
truthful1y to agree with irreligious ones?

Helping People Who Do Not
Believe in the Existence of God
Why is it good to know why those who are atheists have
come to be such?
What might you ask an atheist in order to find out why
he does not believe in God?
Why is it wise not to belittle a person's disbelief in God?
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How can knowing the main ideas in the teaching of evolu·
tion be helpful when reasoning with those who accept that
theory? (Col. 4:6;" pp. 121-9)
Why is it wise to leave the burden of proof for the evolution
theory to those who believe it?
How does Paul's expression found at 1 Corinthians 2:1, 2.5
help us to see the need to stick to presenting the Bible's rea·
sonable answers to questions that evolutionary ideas do not
satisfactorily answer?
Note some questions that evolution has left w1answered:
Why do we not presently see living things evolving from
one kind to another?
Why do animals and plants reproduce only according to
their kinds? (Gen. 1:11,21,24-28)
How could life come from something without life?
(Ps. 36:9; ct pp. 36-7)
What future does evolution offer for mankind?
How can you explain that it is not unscientific
God? (!'s. 19: I, 2; 94:9; Heb. 3:4)

to

believe in

Why might your discussing the function of the eye, the
ear, or other body parts assist atheists to appreciate that
belief in God is reasonable? (Ps. 139: 14-16; Provo 20: 12)
Why is it not necessary for an effective minister of the good
news to know aU the arguments and coullterarguments regarding the theory of evolution?
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How have you been able to use the Creation and Crealor
books to help answer questions having to do with evolution?

Helping Those Who Do Not
Know Whether There Is a God or Not
Why might a person's not knowing why God has permitted
wickedness tend to make him question God's existence or
His concern for mankind? (rs pp. 393-6, 428-9)
How do the scriptures listed below help one to understand
why God has permitted wickedness?

Job 1:8-12
Prov.27:11
Jer. 10:23

2 Pet. 3:9
Why might the foregoing scriptures help an agnostic get
a balanced view of God?
How does Jehovah's view of time explain why wickedness
has been permitted for so long from a human standpoint?
(2 Pet. 3:8)
How could you show that the time Jehovah has allowed
has really worked to the householder's advantage?

EXAMPLES: IfJehovah had not allowed
Adam and Eve time to bear children,
none of us would ever have lived. If his
long·sutfering had run out a hundred years
ago, practically no one on earth today would
have an opportunity to gain eternal life.
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Why will the amount of ti me that Jehovah has permitted wickedness eventually become insignificant? (Acts
24:15; Rom . 8:18; 2 Cor. 4: 16·18)

What blessings of life from which lhe householder himself
benefits could you point (Q as evidence of God's love?
NOTE: Could use examples from Un it II (a), "God's
Kingdom- A Reality."

Regarding the matter of hypocrisy. how could you show that
the Bible does not support the conduct of those who practice Christendom's religions? (2 Tim. 3:5; 2 Pet. 2:1-3)

Helping People Who Pursue Pleasure or Who Are
Interested Only in Their Own Material Well-Being
How could you use Ecclesiastes 5: 10, II to help a householder see the futility of making material things the center of
his life?
Why might reasoning with him on the uncertainties of

life and the unreliability of people prom pt him to adjust
his thinking? (Eccl. 2:18,19; 9:1 1; Luke 12:16-2 1)
What are some of the disastrous results of pursuing thrills
from drugs, alcohol, high-speed driving, promiscuous sex, or
various sports or hobbies? (Gal. 5:19-21; 6:7, 8)
What are some other ways that people in your territory
seek pleasure?
How can you help people to see the contrast between
the pleasure that comes from doing what they do and
the happiness that comes from serving Jehovah?
(Prov. 10:22)
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How might we reason with people to help them appreciate
that the momentary thrills derived from worldly pleasures
are frequently accompanied by disillusionment and despair?
(Eccl. 2: 10-13)
How will reflecting on the consequences resulting from
worldly thrills be a protection to you?
Why would it be damaging for you to envy others m the
congregation who are materially prosperous?
How might one who has abandoned materialistic pursuits or
worldly thrills be enticed into them again?

How can this be avoided?
What Hope for the Future?
How might a consideration of the new world have a sobering and beneficial effect on the irreligious?
What future do irreligious people envision? What basis
do they have for hope?
What does the Bible say about the future of
one who continues to be irreligious? (Ps.
37:2)
What benefits are now bemg enjoyed by those in the spiritual paradise? (lsa. 65:14)
What effect does applying Bible principles have on our
lives? (Ps. 73:28)
How will reminding ourselves of these things
be a protection for us?
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Why should the Kingdom message be appealing even to
those who are not religious? (Ps. 37:9-11, 29; Dan. 2:44; Rev.
21:1-4)

