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On Day Two God made an expanse by causing a division to occur “between the waters
and the waters.” Some waters remained on the
earth, but a great amount of water was raised
high above the surface of the earth, and in
between these two there came to be an expanse. God called the expanse Heaven, but this
was with relation to the earth, as the waters
suspended above the expanse are not said to
have enclosed stars or other bodies of the outer heavens.—Ge 1:6-8; see EXPANSE.

JANUARY 6-12
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS 1-2
“Jehovah Creates Life on Earth”
(Genesis 1:3, 4) And God said: “Let there be
light.” Then there was light. 4 After that God
saw that the light was good, and God began
to divide the light from the darkness.
(Genesis 1:6) Then God said: “Let there be
an expanse between the waters, and let there
be a division between the waters and the waters.”

On Day Three by God’s miracle-working power
the waters on the earth were brought together
and dry land appeared, God calling it Earth. It
was also on this day that, through no chance
factors or evolutionary processes, God acted to
superimpose the life principle upon atoms of
matter, so that grass, vegetation, and fruit trees
were brought into existence. Each of these three
general divisions was capable of reproducing
according to its “kind.”—Ge 1:9-13.

(Genesis 1:9) Then God said: “Let the waters
under the heavens be collected together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And
it was so.
(Genesis 1:11) Then God said: “Let the earth
cause grass to sprout, seed-bearing plants
and fruit trees according to their kinds, yielding fruit along with seed on the earth.” And
it was so.

(Genesis 1:14) Then God said: “Let there be
luminaries in the expanse of the heavens to
make a division between the day and the
night, and they will serve as signs for seasons and for days and years.

it-1 527-528
Creation
When God said on Day One, “Let light come
to be,” diﬀused light evidently penetrated the
cloud layers even though the sources of that
light could not yet be discerned from the earth’s
surface. It seems that this was a gradual process, as is indicated by translator J. W. Watts:
“And gradually light came into existence.” (Ge
1:3, A Distinctive Translation of Genesis) God
brought about a division between the light and
the darkness, calling the light Day and the darkness Night. This indicates that the earth was
rotating on its axis as it revolved around the
sun, so that its hemispheres, eastern and western, could enjoy periods of light and darkness.
—Ge 1:3, 4.
mwbr20.01-E

(Genesis 1:20) Then God said: “Let the waters swarm with living creatures, and let ﬂying
creatures ﬂy above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.”
(Genesis 1:24) Then God said: “Let the earth
bring forth living creatures according to their
kinds, domestic animals and creeping animals
and wild animals of the earth according to
their kinds.” And it was so.
(Genesis 1:27) And God went on to create
the man in his image, in God’s image he
created him; male and female he created
them.
1

it-1 528 ˚5-8
Creation

new kind of creature, superior to the animals
even though lower than the angels. This was
man, created in God’s image and after his
likeness. While Genesis 1:27 brieﬂy states concerning humankind “male and female he [God]
created them,” the parallel account at Genesis
2:7-9 shows that Jehovah God formed man out
of the dust of the ground, blew into his nostrils
the breath of life, and the man came to be
a living soul, for whom a paradise home and
food were provided. In this case Jehovah used
the elements of the earth in creative work and
then, having formed man, He created the female of humankind using one of Adam’s ribs as
a base. (Ge 2:18-25) With the creation of the
woman, man was complete as a “kind.”—Ge 5:
1, 2.

It is also noteworthy that at Genesis 1:16 the
Hebrew verb ba·ra, meaning “create,” is not
used. Instead, the Hebrew verb a·sah, meaning “make,” is employed. Since the sun, moon,
and stars are included in “the heavens” mentioned in Genesis 1:1, they were created long
before Day Four. On the fourth day God proceeded to “make” these celestial bodies occupy
a new relationship toward earth’s surface and
the expanse above it. When it is said, “God put
them in the expanse of the heavens to shine
upon the earth,” this would indicate that they
now became discernible from the surface of the
earth, as though they were in the expanse. Also,
the luminaries were to “serve as signs and for
seasons and for days and years,” thus later providing guidance for man in various ways.—Ge
1:14.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 1:1) In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth.

Day Five was marked by the creation of the ﬁrst
nonhuman souls on earth. Not just one creature
purposed by God to evolve into other forms,
but literally swarms of living souls were then
brought forth by divine power. It is stated: “God
proceeded to create the great sea monsters and
every living soul that moves about, which the
waters swarmed forth according to their kinds,
and every winged ﬂying creature according to
its kind.” Pleased with what He had produced,
God blessed them and, in eﬀect, told them to
“become many,” which was possible, for these
creatures of many diﬀerent family kinds were divinely endowed with the ability to reproduce
“according to their kinds.”—Ge 1:20-23.

w15 6/1 5
How Science Aﬀects Your Life
Age of the earth and the universe
Scientists estimate that the earth is about 4 billion years old and that the universe was born
some 13 to 14 billion years ago. The Bible sets
no date for the creation of the universe. In no
place does it aﬃrm that the earth is only a
few thousand years old. The very ﬁrst verse in
the Bible reads: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
That general statement allows scientists to determine the age of the physical world according
to sound scientiﬁc principles.

On Day Six “God proceeded to make the wild
beast of the earth according to its kind and the
domestic animal according to its kind and every
moving animal of the ground according to its
kind,” such work being good, as were all of
God’s previous creative works.—Ge 1:24, 25.

(Genesis 1:26) Then God said: “Let us make
man in our image, according to our likeness,
and let them have in subjection the ﬁsh of the
sea and the ﬂying creatures of the heavens
and the domestic animals and all the earth
and every creeping animal that is moving on
the earth.”

Toward the end of the sixth day of creative activity, God brought into existence an entirely
mwbr20.01-E
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said: “Let the earth cause grass to sprout,
seed-bearing plants and fruit trees according
to their kinds, yielding fruit along with seed
on the earth.” And it was so. 12 And the earth
began to produce grass, seed-bearing plants
and trees yielding fruit along with seed, according to their kinds. Then God saw that
it was good. 13 And there was evening and
there was morning, a third day. 14 Then God
said: “Let there be luminaries in the expanse
of the heavens to make a division between
the day and the night, and they will serve
as signs for seasons and for days and years.
15 They will serve as luminaries in the expanse
of the heavens to shine upon the earth.” And
it was so. 16 And God went on to make the
two great luminaries, the greater luminary for
dominating the day and the lesser luminary
for dominating the night, and also the stars.
17 Thus God put them in the expanse of the
heavens to shine upon the earth 18 and to
dominate by day and by night and to make
a division between the light and the darkness.
Then God saw that it was good. 19 And there
was evening and there was morning, a fourth
day.

it-2 52
Jesus Christ
Not a co-Creator. The Son’s share in the creative works, however, did not make him a
co-Creator with his Father. The power for creation came from God through his holy spirit,
or active force. (Ge 1:2; Ps 33:6) And since
Jehovah is the Source of all life, all animate creation, visible and invisible, owes its life to him.
(Ps 36:9) Rather than a co-Creator, then, the
Son was the agent or instrumentality through
whom Jehovah, the Creator, worked. Jesus himself credited God with the creation, as do all the
Scriptures.—Mt 19:4-6; see CREATION.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 1:1-19) In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the
earth was formless and desolate, and there
was darkness upon the surface of the watery deep, and God’s active force was moving
about over the surface of the waters. 3 And
God said: “Let there be light.” Then there was
light. 4 After that God saw that the light was
good, and God began to divide the light from
the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, but
the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, a ﬁrst day.
6 Then God said: “Let there be an expanse
between the waters, and let there be a division between the waters and the waters.”
7 Then God went on to make the expanse
and divided the waters beneath the expanse
from the waters above the expanse. And it
was so. 8 God called the expanse Heaven. And
there was evening and there was morning, a
second day. 9 Then God said: “Let the waters
under the heavens be collected together into
one place, and let the dry land appear.” And
it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, but
the collecting of the waters, he called Seas.
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God
mwbr20.01-E

JANUARY 13-19
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS 3-5
“The Devastating Consequences of the
First Lie”
(Genesis 3:1-5) Now the serpent was the
most cautious of all the wild animals of the
ﬁeld that Jehovah God had made. So it said
to the woman: “Did God really say that you
must not eat from every tree of the garden?”
2 At this the woman said to the serpent: “We
may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden. 3 But God has said about the fruit of the
tree that is in the middle of the garden: ‘You
3

must not eat from it, no, you must not touch
it; otherwise you will die.’ ” 4 At this the serpent said to the woman: “You certainly will
not die. 5 For God knows that in the very day
you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and
you will be like God, knowing good and bad.”

have sought advice before making any decision.
So should we if we are ever presented with information contrary to God-given instructions.
Yet, Eve trusted the Tempter’s words, desiring to
be her own judge of what was good and what
was bad. The more she toyed with the idea,
the more it appealed to her. What an error she
made by entertaining a wrong desire, instead of
dismissing it from her mind or discussing matters with her family head!—1 Corinthians 11:3;
James 1:14, 15.

w17.02 5 ˚9
Jehovah’s Purpose Will Be Fulﬁlled!
9

Satan the Devil, using a serpent, fooled Eve
into disobeying her Father, Jehovah. (Read Genesis 3:1-5; Rev. 12:9) Satan made an issue of
the fact that God’s human children were not allowed to eat “from every tree of the garden.” It
was as if he were saying: ‘You mean you cannot do what you want?’ Next, he told a blatant
lie: “You certainly will not die.” Then he tried to
convince Eve that she need not listen to God,
saying: “God knows that in the very day you eat
from it, your eyes will be opened.” Satan implied
that Jehovah did not want them to eat the fruit
because doing so would enlighten them. Further, Satan made this false promise: “You will
be like God, knowing good and bad.”

Adam Listens to His Wife’s Voice
Eve soon induced Adam to join her in sin. How
are we to explain his limp acquiescence? (Genesis 3:6, 17) Adam faced a conﬂict of loyalties.
Would he obey his Creator, who had given him
everything, including his beloved mate, Eve?
Would Adam seek God’s direction on what he
was to do now? Or would the man throw in his
lot with his wife? Adam knew very well that
what she hoped to gain by eating the forbidden
fruit was illusory. The apostle Paul was inspired
to write: “Adam was not deceived, but the woman was thoroughly deceived and came to be in
transgression.” (1 Timothy 2:14) So Adam deliberately chose to defy Jehovah. His fear of being
separated from his wife was evidently greater
than his faith in God’s ability to remedy the
situation.

(Genesis 3:6) Consequently, the woman saw
that the tree was good for food and that it
was something desirable to the eyes, yes, the
tree was pleasing to look at. So she began
taking of its fruit and eating it. Afterward, she
also gave some to her husband when he was
with her, and he began eating it.

(Genesis 3:15-19) And I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your
oﬀspring and her oﬀspring. He will crush your
head, and you will strike him in the heel.” 16 To
the woman he said: “I will greatly increase
the pain of your pregnancy; in pain you will
give birth to children, and your longing will
be for your husband, and he will dominate
you.” 17 And to Adam he said: “Because you
listened to your wife’s voice and ate from the
tree concerning which I gave you this command, ‘You must not eat from it,’ cursed is
the ground on your account. In pain you will

w00 11/15 25-26
We Can Learn From the First Human Couple
Was Eve’s sin inevitable? By no means! Put
yourself in her place. The serpent’s claim completely distorted what God and Adam had said.
How would you feel if a stranger charged someone you love and trust with dishonesty? Eve
should have reacted diﬀerently, showing disgust and indignation, even refusing to listen.
After all, who was the serpent to question God’s
righteousness and her husband’s word? Out of
respect for the principle of headship, Eve should
mwbr20.01-E
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eat its produce all the days of your life. 18 It
will grow thorns and thistles for you, and you
must eat the vegetation of the ﬁeld. 19 In the
sweat of your face you will eat bread until you
return to the ground, for out of it you were
taken. For dust you are and to dust you will
return.”

joy, for, “the blessing of Jehovah—that is what
makes rich, and he adds no pain with it.” (Pr 10:
22) But now, as a general rule, the imperfect
functioning of the body would bring pain. Accordingly, God said (as often the things that he
permits are said to be done by him): “I shall
greatly increase the pain of your pregnancy; in
birth pangs you will bring forth children.”—Ge
3:16.

w12 9/1 4 ˚2
Does God Really Care About Women?

Digging for Spiritual Gems

Have women been cursed by God?
No. Instead, it is “the original serpent, the one
called Devil,” who has been “cursed” by God.
(Revelation 12:9; Genesis 3:14) When God said
that Adam would “dominate” his wife, God was
not indicating his approval of the subjugation of
woman by man. (Genesis 3:16) He was simply
foretelling the sad consequences of sin on the
ﬁrst couple.

(Genesis 4:23, 24) Then Lamech composed
these words for his wives Adah and Zillah:
“Hear my voice, you wives of Lamech; Give
ear to my saying: A man I have killed for
wounding me, Yes, a young man for striking
me. 24 If 7 times Cain is to be avenged, Then
Lamech 77 times.”
it-2 192 ˚5
Lamech

w04 1/1 29 ˚2
Highlights From the Book of Genesis—I

The poem that Lamech composed for his wives
(Ge 4:23, 24) reﬂects the violent spirit of that
day. Lamech’s poem ran: “Hear my voice, you
wives of Lamech; give ear to my saying: A man
I have killed for wounding me, yes, a young man
for giving me a blow. If seven times Cain is to
be avenged, then Lamech seventy times and
seven.” Evidently Lamech was presenting a case
of self-defense, pleading that his act was not
one of deliberate murder, like that of Cain. Lamech claimed that, in defending himself, he had
killed the man who struck and wounded him.
Therefore, his poem stood as a plea for immunity against anyone desiring to get revenge
against him for killing his attacker.

3:17—In what way was the ground cursed, and
for how long? The curse pronounced on the
ground meant that cultivating it would now become very diﬃcult. The eﬀects of the cursed
ground, with its thorns and thistles, were so
keenly felt by Adam’s descendants that Noah’s
father, Lamech, spoke of “the pain of our hands
resulting from the ground which Jehovah has
cursed.” (Genesis 5:29) After the Flood, Jehovah blessed Noah and his sons, stating His
purpose that they ﬁll the earth. (Genesis 9:1)
God’s curse on the ground was apparently lifted.—Genesis 13:10.
it-2 186
Labor Pains

(Genesis 4:26) There was also born to Seth
a son, and he named him Enosh. At that time
people began calling on the name of Jehovah.

The tribulation associated with giving birth.
God expressed to the ﬁrst woman, Eve, after
she had sinned, what the result would be as
to childbearing. If she had remained obedient,
God’s blessing would have continued upon her
and childbearing would have been an unmixed
mwbr20.01-E

it-1 338 ˚2
Blasphemy
The “calling on the name of Jehovah” that started in the time of Enosh during the pre-Flood
5

5 This is the book of Adam’s history. In the
day that God created Adam, he made him
in the likeness of God. 2 Male and female he
created them. On the day they were created, he blessed them and named them Man.
3 Adam lived for 130 years and then became
father to a son in his likeness, in his image,
and he named him Seth. 4 After becoming father to Seth, Adam lived for 800 years. And
he became father to sons and daughters.
5 So all the days of Adam’s life amounted to
930 years, and then he died. 6 Seth lived for
105 years and then became father to Enosh.
7 After becoming father to Enosh, Seth lived
for 807 years. And he became father to sons
and daughters. 8 So all the days of Seth
amounted to 912 years, and then he died.

period must not have been of an upright and
proper nature, for Abel long before that had undoubtedly been directing himself to God by the
divine name. (Ge 4:26; Heb 11:4) If, as some
scholars hold, this calling on God’s name was in
the sense of misusing it and improperly applying Jehovah’s name to humans or to idolatrous
objects, then this would constitute a blasphemous act.—See ENOSH, ENOS.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 4:17–5:8) Afterward Cain had sexual relations with his wife, and she became
pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Then he
engaged in building a city and named the
city after his son Enoch. 18 Later Irad was
born to Enoch. And Irad became father to
Me·huja·el, and Me·huja·el became father to
Me·thusha·el, and Me·thusha·el became father to Lamech. 19 Lamech took two wives
for himself. The name of the ﬁrst was Adah,
and the name of the second was Zillah.
20 Adah gave birth to Jabal. He was the
founder of those who dwell in tents and have
livestock. 21 His brother’s name was Jubal.
He was the founder of all those who play the
harp and the pipe. 22 Also, Zillah gave birth to
Tubal-cain, who forged every sort of tool of
copper and iron. And the sister of Tubal-cain
was Naa·mah. 23 Then Lamech composed
these words for his wives Adah and Zillah:
“Hear my voice, you wives of Lamech; Give
ear to my saying: A man I have killed for
wounding me, Yes, a young man for striking
me. 24 If 7 times Cain is to be avenged, Then
Lamech 77 times.” 25 Adam again had sexual relations with his wife, and she gave birth
to a son. She named him Seth because, as
she said, “God has appointed for me another
oﬀspring in place of Abel, because Cain killed
him.” 26 There was also born to Seth a son,
and he named him Enosh. At that time people began calling on the name of Jehovah.
mwbr20.01-E

JANUARY 20-26
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS 6-8
“He Did Just So”
(Genesis 6:9) This is the history of Noah.
Noah was a righteous man. He proved himself
faultless among his contemporaries. Noah
walked with the true God.
(Genesis 6:13) After that God said to Noah:
“I have decided to put an end to all ﬂesh, because the earth is full of violence on account
of them, so I am bringing them to ruin together with the earth.
w18.02 4 ˚4
Imitate the Faith and Obedience of Noah,
Daniel, and Job
4

Challenges that Noah faced. By the time of
Noah’s great-grandfather Enoch, people had
become very ungodly. They were even saying
“shocking things” against Jehovah. (Jude 14,
15) Violence was increasing. In fact, in Noah’s
day, “the earth was ﬁlled with violence.” Wicked
6

angels materialized as humans, took wives, and
produced brutal, hybrid oﬀspring. (Gen. 6:2-4,
11, 12) But Noah stood out as diﬀerent. “Noah
found favor in the eyes of Jehovah. . . . He
proved himself faultless among his contemporaries. Noah walked with the true God.”—Gen. 6:
8, 9.

Why? Because he had faith that whatever Jehovah said, Jehovah would do. Noah did not
feel that what he was asked to do was too
diﬃcult. Rather, “he did just so.” (Gen. 6:22)
Considering all that Noah had to do—building
the ark, gathering the animals, stocking the ark
with food for humans and animals, preaching a
warning message, and keeping his family spiritually strong—it was no small task to do “just
so.” Yet, Noah’s faith and endurance resulted
in life and blessings for him and for his family.

(Genesis 6:14-16) Make for yourself an ark
from resinous wood. You will make compartments in the ark and cover it with tar inside
and outside. 15 This is how you will make it:
The ark should be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits
wide, and 30 cubits high. 16 You will make a
window for light for the ark, one cubit from
the top. You should put the entrance of the
ark in its side and make it with a lower deck,
a second deck, and a third deck.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 7:2) You must take with you every
kind of clean animal by sevens, the male and
its mate; and of every animal that is not clean
just two, the male and its mate;

w13 4/1 14 ˚1
He “Walked With the True God”

w04 1/1 29 ˚7
Highlights From the Book of Genesis—I

The work took decades, perhaps 40 to 50 years.
There were trees to fell, logs to haul, and beams
to hew, shape, and join. The ark was to have
three stories, or decks, a number of compartments, and a door in the side. Evidently, there
were windows along the top, as well as a roof
that likely peaked in the middle with a slight
pitch so that water would run oﬀ.—Genesis 6:
14-16.

7:2—What was used as a basis for making
a distinction between clean and unclean animals? The basis of distinction evidently
pertained to the use of sacriﬁces in worship
and not to what could and could not be eaten.
Animal ﬂesh was not a part of man’s diet prior to the Flood. The designations “clean” and
“unclean” for food came into existence only
with the Mosaic Law, and they ended when it
was abolished. (Acts 10:9-16; Ephesians 2:15)
Apparently, Noah knew what was suitable for
sacriﬁce in the worship of Jehovah. As soon as
he left the ark, he “began to build an altar
to Jehovah and to take some of all the clean
beasts and of all the clean ﬂying creatures and
to oﬀer burnt oﬀerings upon the altar.”—Genesis 8:20.

(Genesis 6:22) And Noah did according to all
that God had commanded him. He did just so.
w11 9/15 18 ˚13
Run the Race With Endurance
13

What enabled these servants of Jehovah to
endure and succeed in the race? Note what Paul
wrote about Noah. (Read Hebrews 11:7.) “The
deluge of waters upon the earth [that would]
bring to ruin all ﬂesh” was something that
Noah had “not yet beheld.” (Gen. 6:17) It was
something that had never taken place before,
something totally unprecedented. Still, Noah did
not dismiss it as impossible or even improbable.
mwbr20.01-E

(Genesis 7:11) In the 600th year of Noah’s
life, in the second month, on the 17th day of
the month, on that day all the springs of the
vast watery deep burst open and the ﬂoodgates of the heavens were opened.
7

w04 1/1 30 ˚1
Highlights From the Book of Genesis—I

Noah. Noah was a righteous man. He proved
himself faultless among his contemporaries.
Noah walked with the true God. 10 In time
Noah became father to three sons, Shem,
Ham, and Japheth. 11 But the earth had become ruined in the sight of the true God, and
the earth was ﬁlled with violence. 12 Yes, God
looked upon the earth, and it was ruined; all
ﬂesh had ruined its way on the earth. 13 After that God said to Noah: “I have decided
to put an end to all ﬂesh, because the earth
is full of violence on account of them, so I
am bringing them to ruin together with the
earth. 14 Make for yourself an ark from resinous wood. You will make compartments in
the ark and cover it with tar inside and outside. 15 This is how you will make it: The ark
should be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide,
and 30 cubits high. 16 You will make a window for light for the ark, one cubit from the
top. You should put the entrance of the ark
in its side and make it with a lower deck, a
second deck, and a third deck.

7:11—Where did the water causing the global
Flood come from? During the second creative
period, or “day,” when the earth’s atmospheric
“expanse” was formed, there were waters “beneath the expanse” and waters “above the
expanse.” (Genesis 1:6, 7) The waters “beneath” were those already on earth. The waters
“above” were huge quantities of moisture suspended high above the earth, forming a “vast
watery deep.” These waters fell upon the earth
in Noah’s day.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 6:1-16) Now when men started
to grow in number on the surface of the
ground and daughters were born to them,
2 the sons of the true God began to notice that the daughters of men were beautiful.
So they began taking as wives all whom they
chose. 3 Then Jehovah said: “My spirit will
not tolerate man indeﬁnitely, because he is
only ﬂesh. Accordingly, his days will amount
to 120 years.” 4 The Nephi·lim were on the
earth in those days and afterward. During
that time the sons of the true God continued
to have relations with the daughters of men,
and these bore sons to them. They were the
mighty ones of old times, the men of fame.
5 Consequently, Jehovah saw that man’s wickedness was great on the earth and that every
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was
only bad all the time. 6 Jehovah regretted
that he had made men on the earth, and his
heart was saddened. 7 So Jehovah said: “I am
going to wipe men whom I have created oﬀ
the surface of the ground, man together with
domestic animals, creeping animals, and ﬂying creatures of the heavens, for I regret that
I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor
in the eyes of Jehovah. 9 This is the history of
mwbr20.01-E

JANUARY 27–FEBRUARY 2
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
9-11
“All the Earth Continued to Be of
One Language”
(Genesis 11:1-4) Now all the earth continued to be of one language and of one set
of words. 2 As they traveled eastward, they
discovered a valley plain in the land of Shinar, and they began dwelling there. 3 Then
they said to one another: “Come! Let us
make bricks and bake them with ﬁre.” So
they used bricks instead of stone, and bitumen as mortar. 4 They now said: “Come!
Let us build a city for ourselves and a tower
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a
celebrated name for ourselves, so that we will
8

not be scattered over the entire face of the
earth.”

this is what they have started to do. Now
there is nothing that they may have in mind to
do that will be impossible for them. 7 Come!
Let us go down there and confuse their language in order that they may not understand
one another’s language.” 8 So Jehovah scattered them from there over the entire face of
the earth, and they gradually left oﬀ building
the city.

it-1 239
Babylon the Great
Characteristics of Ancient Babylon. The founding of the city of Babylon on the Plains of Shinar
was concurrent with the attempt at building the
Tower of Babel. (Ge 11:2-9) The popular cause
to be advanced by the tower and city construction was, not the exaltation of God’s name,
but that the builders might “make a celebrated name” for themselves. The ziggurat towers
uncovered not only in the ruins of ancient Babylon but elsewhere in Mesopotamia would seem
to conﬁrm the essentially religious nature of
the original tower, whatever its form or style.
The decisive action taken by Jehovah God to
overthrow the temple construction clearly condemns it as of a false religious origin. Whereas
the Hebrew name given the city, Babel, means
“Confusion,” the Sumerian name (Ka-dingir-ra)
and the Akkadian name (Bab-ilu) both mean
“Gate of God.” Thus the remaining inhabitants
of the city altered the form of its name to avoid
the original condemnatory sense, but the new
or substitute form still identiﬁed the city with
religion.

it-2 202 ˚3
Language
Almighty God gave their presumptuous project
a setback by breaking up their unity of action,
accomplishing this by confusing their common
language. This made impossible any coordinated work on their project and led to their
scattering to all parts of the globe. The confusion of their language would also hinder or
slow down future progress in a wrong direction,
a God-defying direction, since it would limit
mankind’s ability to combine its intellectual and
physical powers in ambitious schemes and also
make it diﬃcult to draw upon the accumulated knowledge of the diﬀerent language groups
formed—knowledge, not from God, but gained
through human experience and research. (Compare Ec 7:29; De 32:5.) So, while it introduced
a major divisive factor into human society, the
confusion of human speech actually beneﬁted
human society in retarding the attainment of
dangerous and hurtful goals. (Ge 11:5-9; compare Isa 8:9, 10.) One has only to consider
certain developments in our own times, resulting from accumulated secular knowledge and
man’s misuse thereof, to realize what God foresaw long ago would develop if the eﬀort at
Babel were allowed to go unhindered.

it-2 202 ˚2
Language
The Genesis account describes the uniting of
some part of the post-Flood human family in a
project that opposed God’s will as stated to
Noah and his sons. (Ge 9:1) Instead of spreading out and ‘ﬁlling the earth,’ they determined
to centralize human society, concentrating their
residence on a site in what became known as
the Plains of Shinar in Mesopotamia. Evidently
this was also to become a religious center, with
a religious tower.—Ge 11:2-4.

(Genesis 11:9) That is why it was named
Babel, because there Jehovah confused the
language of all the earth, and Jehovah scattered them from there over the entire face of
the earth.

(Genesis 11:6-8) Jehovah then said: “Look!
They are one people with one language, and
mwbr20.01-E
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there is a saying: “Just like Nimrod, a mighty
hunter in opposition to Jehovah.” 10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech,
Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

it-2 472
Nations
Separated now by communication barriers, each
linguistic group developed its own culture, art,
customs, traits, and religion—each its own ways
of doing things. (Le 18:3) Alienated from God,
the various peoples contrived many idols of
their mythical deities.—De 12:30; 2Ki 17:29, 33.

it-2 503
Nimrod
The beginning of Nimrod’s kingdom included
the cities of Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh,
all in the land of Shinar. (Ge 10:10) Therefore it was likely under his direction that the
building of Babel and its tower began. This conclusion is also in agreement with the traditional
Jewish view. Wrote Josephus: “[Nimrod] little
by little transformed the state of aﬀairs into a
tyranny, holding that the only way to detach
men from the fear of God was by making them
continuously dependent upon his own power.
He threatened to have his revenge on God if
He wished to inundate the earth again; for he
would build a tower higher than the water could
reach and avenge the destruction of their forefathers. The people were eager to follow this
advice of [Nimrod], deeming it slavery to submit to God; so they set out to build the tower
. . . and it rose with a speed beyond all expectation.”—Jewish Antiquities, I, 114, 115 (iv, 2, 3).

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 9:20-22) Now Noah started oﬀ as
a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 21 When
he drank of the wine, he became intoxicated, and he uncovered himself inside his tent.
22 Ham, the father of Canaan, saw his father’s
nakedness, and he told his two brothers outside.
(Genesis 9:24, 25) When Noah woke up from
his wine and learned what his youngest son
had done to him, 25 he said: “Cursed be Canaan. Let him become the lowest slave to his
brothers.”
it-1 1023 ˚4
Ham
It is possible that Canaan himself had been
involved directly in the incident and that his father Ham had failed to correct him. Or Noah,
speaking prophetically by inspiration, foresaw
that the bad tendency in Ham, perhaps already
manifest in his son Canaan, would be inherited by Canaan’s oﬀspring. The curse was partly
fulﬁlled when the Semitic Israelites subjugated
the Canaanites. Those who were not destroyed
(for example, the Gibeonites [Jos 9]) were made
slaves to Israel. Centuries later, the curse was
further fulﬁlled when descendants of Ham’s son
Canaan came under the domination of the Japhetic world powers of Medo-Persia, Greece,
and Rome.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 10:6-32) The sons of Ham were
Cush, Mizra·im, Put, and Canaan. 7 The sons
of Cush were Seba, Havi·lah, Sabtah, Raa·mah, and Sabte·ca. The sons of Raa·mah
were Sheba and Dedan. 8 Cush became father to Nimrod. He was the ﬁrst to become
a mighty one on the earth. 9 He became a
mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah. That
is why there is a saying: “Just like Nimrod,
a mighty hunter in opposition to Jehovah.”
10 The beginning of his kingdom was Babel,
Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of
Shinar. 11 From that land he went into Assyri·a and built Nine·veh, Re·hoboth-Ir,

(Genesis 10:9, 10) He became a mighty
hunter in opposition to Jehovah. That is why
mwbr20.01-E
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Calah, 12 and Resen, between Nine·veh and
Calah: This is the great city. 13 Mizra·im became father to Ludim, Ana·mim, Le·habim,
Naph·tuhim, 14 Path·rusim, Cas·luhim (from
whom the Phi·listines came), and Caphtorim. 15 Canaan became father to Sidon, his
ﬁrstborn, and Heth, 16 as well as the Jebusite, the Amor·ite, the Girga·shite, 17 the
Hivite, the Arkite, the Sinite, 18 the Arvad·ite, the Zema·rite, and the Hamath·ite.
Afterward, the families of the Canaan·ites
were scattered. 19 So the boundary of the
Canaan·ites was from Sidon as far as Gerar, near Gaza, as far as Sodom, Go·morrah,
Admah, and Ze·boiim, near Lasha. 20 These
were the sons of Ham according to their families and their languages, by their lands and
their nations. 21 Children were also born to
Shem, the forefather of all the sons of Eber
and the brother of Japheth the oldest. 22 The
sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Ar·pachshad, Lud, and Aram. 23 The sons of Aram
were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Ar·pachshad became father to Shelah, and Shelah
became father to Eber. 25 Two sons were born
to Eber. The name of the one was Peleg,
because in his lifetime the earth was divided.
The name of his brother was Joktan. 26 Joktan became father to Al·modad, Sheleph,
Ha·zar·maveth, Jerah, 27 Ha·doram, Uzal,
Diklah, 28 Obal, A·bima·el, Sheba, 29 Ophir,
Havi·lah, and Jobab; all of these were the
sons of Joktan. 30 Their place of dwelling extended from Mesha as far as Sephar, the
mountainous region of the East. 31 These were
the sons of Shem according to their families
and their languages, by their lands and their
nations. 32 These were the families of the sons
of Noah according to their family lines and
by their nations. From these the nations were
spread abroad in the earth after the Flood.
˘ 2019 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
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a human line of descent. (Ge 12:4-7) Other enlargements by Jehovah were later expressed, as
recorded at Genesis 13:14-17; 15:18; 17:2-8, 19;
22:15-18.

FEBRUARY 3-9
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
12-14
“A Covenant That Aﬀects You”

(Genesis 12:3) I will bless those who bless
you, and I will curse him who calls down evil
on you, and all the families of the ground will
certainly be blessed by means of you.”

(Genesis 12:1, 2 ) And Jehovah said to
Abram: “Go out from your land and away
from your relatives and from the house of
your father to the land that I will show you.
2 I will make you a great nation, and I will
bless you, and I will make your name great,
and you will become a blessing.

w89 7/1 3 ˚4
Why You Should Know the Truth About
Abraham
That is a staggering promise, and Abraham
heard it uttered on at least two other occasions.
(Genesis 18:18; 22:18) In order to fulﬁll it, God
will even resurrect from the dead representatives of families that have died out. Life for such
resurrected ones will truly be a blessing, since
most of them will come back to an earthly situation resembling the Paradise that man originally
lost. Thereafter, they will be taught how to gain
the blessing of everlasting life.—Genesis 2:8, 9,
15-17; 3:17-23.

it-1 522 ˚4
Covenant
Covenant With Abraham. The covenant with
Abraham apparently went into eﬀect when
Abram (Abraham) crossed the Euphrates on his
way to Canaan. The Law covenant was made
430 years later. (Ga 3:17) Jehovah had spoken
to Abraham when he was living in Mesopotamia,
in Ur of the Chaldeans, telling him to travel to the country that God would show him.
(Ac 7:2, 3; Ge 11:31; 12:1-3) Exodus 12:40, 41
(LXX) tells us that at the end of 430 years
of dwelling in Egypt and in the land of Canaan, “on this very day” Israel, who had been in
slavery in Egypt, went out. The day they were
delivered from Egypt was Nisan 14, 1513 B.C.E.,
the date of the Passover. (Ex 12:2, 6, 7) This
would seem to indicate that Abraham crossed
the Euphrates River on his way to Canaan on Nisan 14, 1943 B.C.E., and evidently that is when
the Abrahamic covenant took eﬀect. God appeared to Abraham again after he had traveled
into Canaan as far as Shechem and enlarged on
the promise, saying, “To your seed I am going to
give this land,” thereby giving an indication of
the connection of this covenant with the promise in Eden, and revealing that the “seed” would
take a human course, that is, would run through
mwbr20.02-E

(Genesis 13:14-17) Jehovah said to Abram,
after Lot had separated from him: “Raise your
eyes, please, and look from the place where
you are, to the north and south, east and
west, 15 because all the land that you see, I
will give to you and your oﬀspring as a lasting
possession. 16 And I will make your oﬀspring
like the dust particles of the earth, so that
if anyone could count the dust particles of
the earth, then your oﬀspring could be counted. 17 Get up, travel through the length and
breadth of the land, for to you I am going to
give it.”
it-2 213 ˚3
Law
On the basis of related historical evidence,
some scholars believe that, in transferring land,
1

the buyer was shown the land from a vantage
point, the exact boundaries being designated.
When the buyer said, “I see,” he indicated legal
acceptance. When Jehovah gave Abraham the
promise of receiving the land of Canaan, Abraham was ﬁrst told to look in all four directions.
Abraham did not say, “I see,” perhaps because
God said that he would give the Promised Land
to Abraham’s seed, later on. (Ge 13:14, 15) Moses, as the legal representative of Israel, was
told to “see” the land, which, if the view just discussed is correct, would indicate legal transfer
of the land to Israel, for them to take it under
Joshua’s leadership. (De 3:27, 28; 34:4; consider also Satan’s oﬀer to Jesus at Mt 4:8.)
Another action appearing to have similar legal
ﬂavor was: walking across the land or entering
it for the purpose of taking possession. (Ge 13:
17; 28:13) In certain ancient documents, the
number of trees on a piece of land was listed at
each real-estate sale.—Compare Ge 23:17, 18.

he lose out because of his generosity? Not at
all. Immediately after this incident with Lot, Jehovah promised Abraham great blessings. (Gen.
13:14-17) God will never allow his servants to
suﬀer lasting loss for acting in harmony with divine principles and settling diﬀerences in a spirit
of love.

(Genesis 14:18-20) And Mel·chize·dek king
of Salem brought out bread and wine; he
was priest of the Most High God. 19 Then he
blessed him and said: “Blessed be Abram
by the Most High God, Maker of heaven and
earth; 20 And praised be the Most High God,
Who has handed your oppressors over to
you!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
(Hebrews 7:4-10) See how great this man
was to whom Abraham, the family head, gave
a tenth out of the best spoils. 5 True, according to the Law, those of the sons of Levi who
receive their priestly oﬃce have a commandment to collect tithes from the people, that
is, from their brothers, even though these are
descendants of Abraham. 6 But this man who
did not trace his genealogy from them took
tithes from Abraham and blessed the one
who had the promises. 7 Now it is undeniable
that the lesser one is blessed by the greater.
8 And in the one case, it is men who are dying who receive tithes, but in the other case,
it is someone of whom witness is given that
he lives. 9 And it could be said that even Levi,
who receives tithes, has paid tithes through
Abraham, 10 for he was still a future descendant of his forefather when Mel·chize·dek
met him.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 13:8, 9) So Abram said to Lot:
“Please, there should be no quarreling between me and you and between my herdsmen
and your herdsmen, for we are brothers. 9 Is
not the whole land available to you? Please,
separate from me. If you go to the left, then
I will go to the right; but if you go to the right,
then I will go to the left.”
w16.05 5 ˚12
Settle Diﬀerences in a Spirit of Love
12

A Scriptural account in which God’s servants
peacefully resolved a potentially divisive issue is
the one mentioned earlier involving Abraham
and his nephew Lot. Both men possessed livestock, and their shepherds apparently quarreled
about grazing land. Eager to eliminate tensions,
Abraham oﬀered Lot ﬁrst choice of the areas
where their respective households would settle.
(Gen. 13:1, 2, 5-9) What a good example! Abraham sought peace, not his own interests. Did
mwbr20.02-E

it-2 683 ˚1
Priest
Melchizedek king of Salem was a priest (kohen) extraordinary. The Bible gives no record of
his ancestry, his birth, or his death. His priesthood was not by inheritance, and he had no
2

of Jehovah. 9 Afterward, Abram broke camp
and journeyed toward the Negeb, moving his
camp from one place to another. 10 Now a
famine arose in the land, and Abram went
down toward Egypt to reside there for a while,
because the famine in the land was severe.
11 As he was about to enter Egypt, he said
to his wife Sarai: “Please listen! I know what
a beautiful woman you are. 12 So when the
Egyptians see you, they will surely say, ‘This
is his wife.’ Then they will kill me but keep
you alive. 13 Please say you are my sister, so
that it may go well with me because of you,
and my life will be spared.” 14 As soon as
Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians noticed
that the woman was very beautiful. 15 And the
princes of Pharaoh also saw her, and they
began praising her to Pharaoh, so that the
woman was taken to the house of Pharaoh.
16 He treated Abram well because of her, and
he acquired sheep, cattle, male and female
donkeys, male and female servants, and camels. 17 Then Jehovah struck Pharaoh and his
household with severe plagues because of
Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 So Pharaoh called
Abram and said: “What is this you have done
to me? Why did you not tell me that she was
your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I was about to take her as my
wife? Here is your wife. Take her and go!”
20 So Pharaoh gave his men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with his wife
and all that he had.

predecessors or successors in oﬃce. Melchizedek held both the oﬃce of king and of priest.
His priesthood was greater than the Levitical
priesthood, for Levi, in eﬀect, paid tithes to
Melchizedek, since he was still in the loins of
Abraham when Abraham oﬀered tithes to Melchizedek and was blessed by him. (Ge 14:1820; Heb 7:4-10) In these things Melchizedek
foreshadowed Jesus Christ, the “priest forever
according to the manner of Melchizedek.”—Heb
7:17.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 12:1 -20) And Jehovah said to
Abram: “Go out from your land and away
from your relatives and from the house of
your father to the land that I will show you.
2 I will make you a great nation, and I will
bless you, and I will make your name great,
and you will become a blessing. 3 I will bless
those who bless you, and I will curse him
who calls down evil on you, and all the families of the ground will certainly be blessed by
means of you.” 4 So Abram went just as Jehovah had told him, and Lot went with him.
Abram was 75 years old when he left Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and Lot the
son of his brother and all the goods that they
had accumulated and the people whom they
had acquired in Haran, and they set out for
the land of Canaan. When they reached the
land of Canaan, 6 Abram traveled through
the land as far as the site of Shechem, near
the big trees of Moreh. At that time the Canaan·ites were in the land. 7 Jehovah then
appeared to Abram and said: “To your oﬀspring I am going to give this land.” So he
built an altar there to Jehovah, who had appeared to him. 8 Later he moved from there
to the mountainous region east of Bethel
and pitched his tent with Bethel on the west
and Ai on the east. There he built an altar
to Jehovah and began to call on the name
mwbr20.02-E

FEBRUARY 10-16
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
15-17
“Jehovah Renamed Abram and Sarai
—Why?”
(Genesis 17:1) When Abram was 99 years
old, Jehovah appeared to Abram and said to
3

him: “I am God Almighty. Walk before me and
prove yourself faultless.

old, Ishmael was born. (Ge 16:3, 15, 16) More
time passed. In 1919 B.C.E., when Abraham was
99 years old, as a sign or seal to testify to the
special covenant relationship existing between
himself and Abraham, Jehovah commanded
that all the males of Abraham’s household be
circumcised. At the same time Jehovah changed
his name from Abram to Abraham, “because
a father of a crowd of nations I will make
you.” (Ge 17:5, 9-27; Ro 4:11) Soon after, three
materialized angels, whom Abraham received
hospitably in the name of Jehovah, promised
that Sarah herself would conceive and give birth
to a son, yes, within the coming year!—Ge 18:
1-15.

it-1 817
Fault, Faultﬁnding
On the other hand, man’s ways and productions are often faulty. Sin and error are the
legacy all men have inherited from Adam. (Ro
5:12; Ps 51:5) But Jehovah, himself faultless,
“well knows the formation of us, remembering
that we are dust,” and is merciful. (Ps 103:
13, 14) He regarded faithful, obedient Noah
as “faultless among his contemporaries.” (Ge
6:9) He commanded Abraham, “Walk before me
and prove yourself faultless.” (Ge 17:1) Although
both these men were imperfect and died, they
were viewed as faultless by Jehovah, who “sees
what the heart is.” (1Sa 16:7; compare 2Ki 20:3;
2Ch 16:9.) He commanded Israel: “You should
prove yourself faultless with Jehovah your God.”
(De 18:13; 2Sa 22:24) He provided his faultless
Son (Heb 7:26) as a ransom sacriﬁce, and on
this basis He can call those exercising faith and
obedience “righteous,” or faultless, while at the
same time maintaining his position as the righteous and faultless Judge.—Ro 3:25, 26; see
INTEGRITY; PERFECTION.

(Genesis 17:15, 16) Then God said to Abraham: “As for your wife Sarai, you must not
call her Sarai, because Sarah will become
her name. 16 I will bless her and also give
you a son by her; I will bless her and she will
become nations; kings of peoples will come
from her.”
w09 2/1 13
What Is in a Name?
God himself changed the names of certain
adults for prophetic purposes. For example, he
changed the name of Abram, meaning “Father
Is Exalted,” to Abraham, meaning “Father of
a Multitude.” True to his name, Abraham did
become the father of many nations. (Genesis
17:5, 6) Consider, too, Abraham’s wife, Sarai, possibly meaning “Contentious.” How happy
she must have been when God renamed her
“Sarah,” meaning “Princess,” alluding to her
becoming an ancestress of kings.—Genesis 17:
15, 16.

(Genesis 17:3-5) At this Abram fell facedown, and God continued to speak with him,
saying: 4 “As for me, look! my covenant is
with you, and you will certainly become a father of many nations. 5 Your name will no
longer be Abram; your name will become
Abraham, for I will make you a father of many
nations.
it-1 31 ˚1
Abraham
Time passed. They had now been in Canaan
for about ten years, yet Sarah continued barren. She therefore proposed to substitute her
Egyptian maidservant Hagar so that she might
have a child by her. Abraham consented. And
so in 1932 B.C.E., when Abraham was 86 years
mwbr20.02-E

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 15:13, 14) Then He said to Abram:
“Know for certain that your oﬀspring will be
foreigners in a land not theirs and that the
people there will enslave them and aﬄict
4

them for 400 years. 14 But I will judge the nation they will serve, and after that they will
go out with many goods.

fourth generation his descendants would return
to Canaan. (Ge 15:16) In the entire 430 years
from the time when the Abrahamic covenant
took eﬀect to the Exodus there were more than
four generations, even considering the long life
spans that they enjoyed during that time, according to the record. But it was only 215 years
that the Israelites were actually in Egypt. The
‘four generations’ following their entering Egypt
can be calculated in this way, using as an example just one tribe of Israel, the tribe of Levi:
(1) Levi, (2) Kohath, (3) Amram, and (4) Moses.
—Ex 6:16, 18, 20.

it-1 460-461
Chronology
Jehovah told Abram (Abraham): “You may know
for sure that your seed will become an alien resident in a land not theirs, and they will have
to serve them, and these will certainly aﬄict
them for four hundred years.” (Ge 15:13; see
also Ac 7:6, 7.) This was stated prior to the
birth of the promised heir or “seed,” Isaac. In
1932 B.C.E. Ishmael was born to Abram by the
Egyptian servant girl Hagar, and in 1918 B.C.E.
Isaac was born. (Ge 16:16; 21:5) Counting back
400 years from the Exodus, which marked the
end of the ‘aﬄicting’ (Ge 15:14), would bring us
to 1913 B.C.E., and at that time Isaac was about
ﬁve years old. It appears that Isaac was weaned
then and, already “an alien resident” in a land
not his, he now experienced the start of the
foretold aﬄiction in the form of Ishmael’s “poking fun,” Ishmael being about 19. (Ge 21:8, 9)
Although in modern times Ishmael’s mocking
of Abraham’s heir might be viewed as inconsequential, such was not the case in patriarchal
times. This is evidenced by Sarah’s reaction and
God’s approval of her insistence that Hagar and
her son Ishmael be sent away. (Ge 21:10-13)
The very fact that this incident was recorded in
detail in the divine record also points to its
marking the commencement of the prophesied
400-year period of aﬄiction that would not end
until the Exodus.—Ga 4:29.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 15:1-21) After this the word of Jehovah came to Abram in a vision, saying:
“Do not fear, Abram. I am a shield for you.
Your reward will be very great.” 2 Abram replied: “Sovereign Lord Jehovah, what will
you give me, seeing that I continue childless
and the one who will inherit my house is a
man of Damascus, E·li·ezer?” 3 Abram added: “You have given me no oﬀspring, and a
member of my household is succeeding me
as heir.” 4 But look! Jehovah’s word in reply to him was, “This man will not succeed
you as heir, but your own son will succeed
you as heir.” 5 He now brought him outside
and said: “Look up, please, to the heavens
and count the stars, if you are able to do so.”
Then he said to him: “So your oﬀspring will
become.” 6 And he put faith in Jehovah, and
He counted it to him as righteousness. 7 Then
he added: “I am Jehovah, who brought you
out of Ur of the Chal·deans to give you this
land as your possession.” 8 To this he said:
“Sovereign Lord Jehovah, how will I know
that I will take possession of it?” 9 He replied
to him: “Take for me a three-year-old heifer,
a three-year-old female goat, a three-yearold ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
10 So he took all of these and cut them in

(Genesis 15:16) But they will return here in
the fourth generation, because the error of
the Amor·ites has not yet reached its full
measure.”
it-1 778 ˚4
Exodus
“In the fourth generation.” We must remember that Jehovah told Abraham that in the
mwbr20.02-E
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two and put each part opposite the other,
but he did not cut up the birds. 11 Then the
birds of prey began to descend on the carcasses, but Abram kept driving them away.
12 When the sun was about to set, a deep
sleep fell upon Abram and a great and frightening darkness descended on him. 13 Then
He said to Abram: “Know for certain that
your oﬀspring will be foreigners in a land not
theirs and that the people there will enslave
them and aﬄict them for 400 years. 14 But I
will judge the nation they will serve, and after that they will go out with many goods.
15 As for you, you will go to your forefathers
in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.
16 But they will return here in the fourth generation, because the error of the Amor·ites has
not yet reached its full measure.” 17 When the
sun had set and it had become very dark, a
smoking furnace appeared, and a ﬁery torch
passed between the pieces. 18 On that day Jehovah made with Abram a covenant, saying:
“To your oﬀspring I will give this land, from
the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Eu·phrates: 19 the land of the Kenites, the
Keniz·zites, the Kadmon·ites, 20 the Hittites,
the Periz·zites, the Repha·im, 21 the Amorites, the Canaan·ites, the Girga·shites, and
the Jebu·sites.”

teous who are inside it? 25 It is unthinkable
that you would act in this manner by putting
the righteous man to death with the wicked
one so that the outcome for the righteous
man and the wicked is the same! It is unthinkable of you. Will the Judge of all the earth
not do what is right?”
w17.04 18 ˚1
“The Judge of All the Earth” Always Does
What Is Right
“WILL the Judge of all the earth not do what is
right?” (Gen. 18:25) With that question, Abraham expressed conﬁdence that Jehovah would
render perfect justice in the case of Sodom
and Gomorrah. Abraham was convinced that
Jehovah would never act unjustly by “putting
the righteous man to death with the wicked
one.” Such an act was “unthinkable” to Abraham. Some 400 years later, Jehovah said of
himself: “The Rock, perfect is his activity, for all
his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness who
is never unjust; righteous and upright is he.”
—Deut. 31:19; 32:4.

(Genesis 18:32) Finally he said: “Jehovah,
please, do not become hot with anger, but let
me speak just once more: Suppose only ten
are found there.” He answered: “I will not destroy it for the sake of the ten.”
w18.08 30 ˚4
Patience—Endurance With a Purpose

FEBRUARY 17-23

Of course, when it comes to exercising patience,
Jehovah is the most outstanding example for
us to follow. (2 Pet. 3:15) There are many accounts in God’s Word of times when Jehovah
displayed great patience. (Neh. 9:30; Isa. 30:18)
For instance, how did Jehovah react when Abraham questioned His decision to destroy Sodom?
First of all, Jehovah did not interrupt as Abraham spoke. Instead, Jehovah listened patiently
to each of Abraham’s questions and concerns.
Then, Jehovah showed that he had listened as
he repeated Abraham’s concerns and assured

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
18-19
“ ‘The Judge of All the Earth’ Destroys
Sodom and Gomorrah”
(Genesis 18:23 -25 ) Then Abraham approached and said: “Will you really sweep
away the righteous with the wicked? 24 Suppose there are 50 righteous men within the
city. Will you, then, sweep them away and not
pardon the place for the sake of the 50 righmwbr20.02-E

6

him that He would not destroy Sodom even if
just ten righteous men were found in that city.
(Gen. 18:22-33) What a ﬁne example of patient
listening and of not overreacting!

of God as if he were talking to Jehovah God
himself. Since this angel spoke precisely what
God wanted to have said to Abraham and was
there personally representing Him, the Biblical
record could say that “Jehovah appeared to
him.”—Genesis 18:1.

(Genesis 19:24, 25) Then Jehovah made it
rain sulfur and ﬁre on Sodom and Go·morrah—it came from Jehovah, from the heavens.
25 So he overthrew these cities, yes, the entire district, including all the inhabitants of
the cities and the plants of the ground.

Remember that an angelic spokesman for God
could transmit His messages just as precisely as a telephone or a radio can transmit our
words to another person. Hence, it can be understood how Abraham, Moses, Manoah, and
others could speak with a materialized angel as
if they were talking to God. While such individuals were able to see these angels and the glory
of Jehovah reﬂected by them, they were not
able to see God. Therefore, this in no way contradicts the apostle John’s statement: “No man
has seen God at any time.” (John 1:18) What
these men saw were angelic representatives and
not God himself.

w10 11/15 26 ˚12
Jehovah Is Our Sovereign Lord!
12

We can be certain that Jehovah will soon
assert his sovereignty. He will not endlessly tolerate wickedness, and we know that we are
living in the last days. Jehovah took action
against the wicked during the Flood. He destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah and Pharaoh and
his forces. Sisera and his army and Sennacherib and his Assyrian troops were no match for
the Most High. (Gen. 7:1, 23; 19:24, 25; Ex. 14:
30, 31; Judg. 4:15, 16; 2 Ki. 19:35, 36) We can
therefore be conﬁdent that Jehovah God will
not indeﬁnitely put up with disrespect for his
name and mistreatment of his Witnesses. Furthermore, we now see evidence of the sign of
Jesus’ presence and of the conclusion of this
wicked system of things.—Matt. 24:3.

(Genesis 19:26) But Lot’s wife, who was
behind him, began to look back, and she became a pillar of salt.
w19.06 20 ˚3
Help Others Deal With Stress
3

Lot made a bad decision when he chose to live
among the grossly immoral people of Sodom.
(Read 2 Peter 2:7, 8.) The region was prosperous, but Lot paid a high price for moving to
Sodom. (Gen. 13:8-13; 14:12) His wife apparently became so attached to the city or to some of
the people living there that she disobeyed Jehovah. She lost her life when God rained ﬁre and
sulfur on the region. And think of Lot’s two
daughters. They were engaged to men who died
in Sodom. Lot lost his home, his possessions
and, most painful of all, his wife. (Gen. 19:1214, 17, 26) During this stressful period, did Jehovah lose patience with Lot? No.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 18:1) Afterward, Jehovah appeared
to him among the big trees of Mamre while
he was sitting at the entrance of the tent during the hottest part of the day.
(Genesis 18:22) Then the men left from there
and went toward Sodom, but Jehovah remained with Abraham.
w88 5/15 23 ˚4-5
Has Anyone Seen God?

Bible Reading
(Genesis 18:1-19) Afterward, Jehovah appeared to him among the big trees of Mamre

Now it is possible to understand why Abraham
addressed the materialized angelic spokesman
mwbr20.02-E
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while he was sitting at the entrance of the
tent during the hottest part of the day. 2 He
looked up and saw three men standing some
distance from him. When he saw them, he ran
from the entrance of the tent to meet them,
and he bowed down to the ground. 3 Then
he said: “Jehovah, if I have found favor in
your eyes, please do not pass by your servant. 4 Please, let a little water be brought
and have your feet washed; then recline under the tree. 5 Seeing that you have come
here to your servant, let me bring a piece
of bread so that you may refresh yourselves.
Then you may go on your way.” At this they
said: “All right. You may do as you have spoken.” 6 So Abraham hurried to the tent to
Sarah and said: “Quick! Get three measures
of ﬁne ﬂour, knead the dough, and make
loaves of bread.” 7 Next Abraham ran to the
herd and chose a tender and good young
bull. He gave it to the attendant, who hurried to prepare it. 8 He then took butter and
milk and the young bull that he had prepared
and set the food before them. Then he stood
by them under the tree as they were eating. 9 They said to him: “Where is your wife
Sarah?” He replied: “Here in the tent.” 10 So
one of them continued: “I will surely return to
you next year at this time, and look! your wife
Sarah will have a son.” Now Sarah was listening at the tent entrance, which was behind the
man. 11 Abraham and Sarah were old, being
advanced in years. Sarah was past the age
of childbearing. 12 So Sarah began to laugh
to herself, saying: “After I am worn out and
my lord is old, will I really have this pleasure?”
13 Then Jehovah said to Abraham: “Why did
Sarah laugh and say, ‘Am I really going to give
birth even though I am old?’ 14 Is anything too
extraordinary for Jehovah? I will return to you
next year at this appointed time, and Sarah
will have a son.” 15 But Sarah denied it, saymwbr20.02-E

ing, “I did not laugh!” for she was afraid. At
this he said: “Yes! You did laugh.” 16 When the
men got up to leave and looked down toward
Sodom, Abraham was walking with them to
escort them. 17 Jehovah said: “Am I keeping
hidden from Abraham what I am going to do?
18 Why, Abraham is surely going to become
a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth will be blessed by means
of him. 19 For I have come to know him in order that he may command his sons and his
household after him to keep Jehovah’s way by
doing what is right and just, so that Jehovah
may bring about what he has promised concerning Abraham.”

FEBRUARY 24–MARCH 1
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
20-21
“Jehovah Always Does What He Promises”
(Genesis 21:1-3) Jehovah turned his attention to Sarah just as he had said, and
Jehovah did for Sarah what he had promised.
2 So Sarah became pregnant and then bore a
son to Abraham in his old age at the appointed time God had promised him. 3 Abraham
named his newborn son, whom Sarah bore to
him, Isaac.
wp17.5 14-15
God Called Her “Princess”
Was Sarah’s laughter evidence that she lacked
faith? Not at all. The Bible says: “By faith also
Sarah received power to conceive oﬀspring,
even when she was past the age, since she considered Him faithful who made the promise.”
(Hebrews 11:11) Sarah knew Jehovah; she knew
that he could fulﬁll any promise that he made.
Who of us does not need more faith of that
kind? We do well to get to know the God of the
Bible better. As we do, we will see that Sarah
8

was right to have the faith that she did. Jehovah
truly is faithful and carries out his every promise—at times, he might even do so in ways that
surprise us into amazed or incredulous laughter!

called your oﬀspring will be through Isaac.’ ” Jehovah assured Abraham that Hagar and the boy
would be provided for. Faithful Abraham complied.—Genesis 21:11-14.

“LISTEN TO HER”
At 90 years of age, Sarah ﬁnally got to relish
the moment she had longed for all her adult
life. She bore a son to her beloved husband,
now a century old! Abraham named the baby
Isaac, or “Laughter,” just as God had said. We
may picture Sarah’s weary but glowing smile
as she explained: “God has brought me laughter; everybody hearing of it will laugh with me.”
(Genesis 21:6) This miraculous gift from Jehovah surely delighted her till the end of her days.
However, it also brought her great responsibilities.

(Genesis 21:5-7) Abraham was 100 years old
when his son Isaac was born to him. 6 Then
Sarah said: “God has brought me laughter; everybody hearing of it will laugh with
me.” 7 And she added: “Who would have said
to Abraham, ‘Sarah will certainly nurse children’? Yet, I have given birth to a son for him
in his old age.”
(Genesis 21:10-12) So she said to Abraham:
“Drive out this slave girl and her son, for the
son of this slave girl is not going to be an heir
along with my son, with Isaac!” 11 But what
she said about his son was very displeasing
to Abraham. 12 Then God said to Abraham:
“Do not be displeased by what Sarah is saying to you about the boy and about your slave
girl. Listen to her, for what will be called your
oﬀspring will be through Isaac.

When Isaac was ﬁve years old, the family held a
feast to mark the occasion of the weaning of the
child. But not all was well. We read that Sarah
“kept noticing” a troubling pattern of behavior. Ishmael, the 19-year-old son of Hagar, kept
mocking little Isaac. This was not mere playful
teasing. The apostle Paul was later inspired to
call Ishmael’s behavior persecution. Sarah saw
this bullying for what it was: a serious threat to
the well-being of her son. Sarah knew well that
Isaac was more than just her son; he was assigned a key role in Jehovah’s purpose. So she
mustered up courage and spoke forthrightly to
Abraham. She asked him to send Hagar and
Ishmael away.—Genesis 21:8-10; Galatians 4:22,
23, 29.

(Genesis 21:14) So Abraham got up early in
the morning and took bread and a skin bottle
of water and gave it to Hagar. He set these
on her shoulder and then sent her away along
with the boy. So she departed and wandered
about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.
Digging for Spiritual Gems

(Genesis 20:12) And besides, she really is my
sister, the daughter of my father but not the
daughter of my mother, and she became my
wife.

How did Abraham respond? We read: “What she
said about his son was very displeasing to Abraham.” He was fond of Ishmael, and he could
not see past his own fatherly emotions on this
issue. However, Jehovah saw the matter clearly, so he intervened. We read: “Then God said
to Abraham: ‘Do not be displeased by what
Sarah is saying to you about the boy and about
your slave girl. Listen to her, for what will be
mwbr20.02-E

wp17.3 12, ftn.
“What a Beautiful Woman You Are”
Sarah was the half sister of Abraham. Terah
was father to both of them, but they had different mothers. (Genesis 20:12) While such a
marriage is improper today, it is important to
keep in mind how diﬀerent things were back
9

a dream and said to him: “Here you are as
good as dead because of the woman whom
you have taken, since she is married and
belongs to another man.” 4 However, A·bime·lech had not gone near her. So he said:
“Jehovah, will you kill a nation that is really innocent? 5 Did he not say to me, ‘She
is my sister,’ and did she too not say, ‘He is
my brother’? I did this with an honest heart
and innocent hands.” 6 Then the true God
said to him in the dream: “I know that you
did this with an honest heart, so I held you
back from sinning against me. That is why
I did not allow you to touch her. 7 Now return the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and
he will make supplication for you and you will
keep living. But if you are not returning her,
know that you will surely die, you and all who
are yours.” 8 A·bime·lech got up early in the
morning and called all his servants and told
them all these things, and they became very
frightened. 9 Then A·bime·lech called Abraham and said to him: “What have you done
to us? What sin have I committed against you
that you would bring upon me and my kingdom such a great sin? What you have done
to me was not right.” 10 And A·bime·lech went
on to say to Abraham: “What were your intentions when you did this thing?” 11 Abraham
said: “It was because I said to myself, ‘Surely there is no fear of God in this place, and
they will kill me because of my wife.’ 12 And
besides, she really is my sister, the daughter of my father but not the daughter of my
mother, and she became my wife. 13 So when
God caused me to wander from the house
of my father, I said to her: ‘Let this be how
you show loyal love to me: Everywhere we
go, say of me, “He is my brother.” ’ ” 14 A·bime·lech then took sheep and cattle and male
and female servants and gave them to Abraham, and he returned his wife Sarah to him.

then. Humans were closer to the perfection that
Adam and Eve had enjoyed but lost. For such
robust people, marriage between close relatives
evidently did not present genetic dangers to oﬀspring. Some 400 years later, though, life spans
were similar to ours. At that time, the Mosaic
Law outlawed all sexual unions between close
relatives.—Leviticus 18:6.

(Genesis 21:33) After that he planted a tamarisk tree at Beer-sheba, and there he called
on the name of Jehovah, the everlasting God.
w89 7/1 20 ˚9
Abraham—An Example for All Who Seek God’s
Friendship
9

Abram responded with another act of faith. As
the account says: “He built an altar there to
Jehovah.” (Genesis 12:7) Likely, this included offering up an animal sacriﬁce, for the Hebrew
word for “altar” means “place of sacriﬁce.” Later, Abram repeated these acts of faith in other
parts of the land. In addition, he ‘called on
the name of Jehovah.’ (Genesis 12:8; 13:18; 21:
33) The Hebrew phrase “call on the name” also
means “declare (preach) the name.” Abram’s
household as well as the Canaanites must have
heard him boldly declare the name of his God,
Jehovah. (Genesis 14:22-24) Likewise, all who
seek God’s friendship today must call upon his
name in faith. This would include sharing in
public preaching, “always oﬀer[ing] to God a
sacriﬁce of praise, that is, the fruit of lips which
make public declaration to his name.”—Hebrews
13:15; Romans 10:10.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 20:1-18) Now Abraham moved his
camp from there to the land of the Negeb and began dwelling between Kadesh and
Shur. While he was residing at Gerar, 2 Abraham repeated concerning his wife Sarah:
“She is my sister.” So A·bime·lech king of
Gerar sent for Sarah and took her. 3 Afterward, God came by night to A·bime·lech in
mwbr20.02-E
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A·bime·lech also said: “Here my land is
available to you. Dwell wherever you please.”
16 And to Sarah he said: “Here I give 1,000
pieces of silver to your brother. It is a sign
of your innocence to all who are with you
and before everybody, and you are cleared
of reproach.” 17 And Abraham began to make
supplication to the true God, and God healed
A·bime·lech and his wife and his slave girls,
and they began having children; 18 for Jehovah had made all the women of the house of
A·bime·lech barren because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.
15
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
we are wise to remember that Jehovah did not
allow that faithful patriarch to go through with
the sacriﬁce. He spared Abraham the worst loss
a parent can suﬀer; he protected Isaac from
death. Yet, Jehovah did not shield “his own Son
but delivered him up for us all.” (Romans 8:32)
Why did Jehovah submit himself to such a terrible ordeal? He did so in order that “we might
gain life.” (1 John 4:9) What a powerful reminder of God’s love for us! Are we not moved to
show our love for him in return?

MARCH 2-8
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
22-23
“God Put Abraham to the Test”
(Genesis 22:1, 2) Now after this the true God
put Abraham to the test, and he said to him:
“Abraham!” to which he replied: “Here I am!”
2 Then he said: “Take, please, your son, your
only son whom you so love, Isaac, and travel to the land of Mo·riah and oﬀer him up
there as a burnt oﬀering on one of the mountains that I will designate to you.”

(Genesis 22:9-12) Finally they reached the
place that the true God had indicated to him,
and Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son
Isaac hand and foot and put him on the altar
on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached
out his hand and took the knife to kill his
son. 11 But Jehovah’s angel called to him from
the heavens and said: “Abraham, Abraham!”
to which he answered: “Here I am!” 12 Then
he said: “Do not harm the boy, and do not
do anything at all to him, for now I do know
that you are God-fearing because you have
not withheld your son, your only one, from
me.”

w12 1/1 23 ˚4-6
Why Did God Ask Abraham to Sacrifice His
Son?
Consider Jehovah’s words to Abraham: “Take,
please, your son, your only son whom you so
love, Isaac, and . . . oﬀer him up as a burnt
oﬀering.” (Genesis 22:2) Notice that Jehovah
referred to Isaac as the son “whom you so
love.” Jehovah knew how precious Isaac was to
Abraham. God also knew how He felt about his
Son, Jesus. Jehovah loved Jesus so dearly that
he twice spoke from heaven, directly referring
to Jesus as “my Son, the beloved.”—Mark 1:11;
9:7.

(Genesis 22:15-18) And Jehovah’s angel
called to Abraham a second time from the
heavens, 16 saying: “ ‘By myself I swear,’ declares Jehovah, ‘that because you have done
this and you have not withheld your son, your
only one, 17 I will surely bless you and I will
surely multiply your oﬀspring like the stars
of the heavens and like the grains of sand
on the seashore, and your oﬀspring will take
possession of the gate of his enemies. 18 And
by means of your oﬀspring all nations of the
earth will obtain a blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’ ”

Note, too, that Jehovah’s request to Abraham
included the word “please.” One Bible scholar
suggests that God’s use of this word indicates
that “the LORD appreciates the costliness of
what he is asking.” As we can imagine, that request would have grieved Abraham deeply; in
a similar way, we can barely imagine the intense pain that Jehovah must have felt as he
watched his beloved Son suﬀer and die. It was
undoubtedly the greatest pain Jehovah had ever
experienced or ever will experience.
Really, then, although we may recoil at the
thought of what Jehovah asked Abraham to do,
mwbr20.03-E
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w12 10/15 23 ˚6
Obey God and Benefit From His Sworn Promises

What did Abraham mean? Was he lying to his
servants, telling them that Isaac would return
when Abraham knew that Isaac was to be sacriﬁced? No. The Bible gives us some insight
into what Abraham was thinking. (Read Hebrews 11:19.) Abraham “reasoned that God was
able to raise [Isaac] up even from the dead.”
Yes, Abraham believed in the resurrection. He
knew that Jehovah had revived his reproductive powers and those of Sarah in their old
age. (Heb. 11:11, 12, 18) Abraham realized that
nothing was impossible for Jehovah. So he was
conﬁdent that whatever happened on that challenging day, his beloved son would be restored
to him so that all of Jehovah’s promises could
be fulﬁlled. No wonder Abraham is called “the
father of all those having faith”!

6

For the beneﬁt of sinful mankind, Jehovah God
has also made use of oaths by using expressions like “ ‘As I am alive,’ is the utterance of the
Sovereign Lord Jehovah.” (Ezek. 17:16) The Bible describes more than 40 diﬀerent occasions
when Jehovah God made sworn oaths. Perhaps
the best-known example was in God’s dealings
with Abraham. Over a period of many years, Jehovah had made several covenant promises to
Abraham that when combined show that the
promised Seed would descend from Abraham
through his son Isaac. (Gen. 12:1-3, 7; 13:14-17;
15:5, 18; 21:12) Then Jehovah put Abraham to
a severe test, commanding him to oﬀer up his
beloved son. Without delay, Abraham obeyed
and was about to sacriﬁce Isaac when an angel
of God stopped him. Then God made this oath:
“By myself I do swear . . . that by reason of the
fact that you have done this thing and you have
not withheld your son, your only one, I shall
surely bless you and I shall surely multiply your
seed like the stars of the heavens and like the
grains of sand that are on the seashore; and
your seed will take possession of the gate of his
enemies. And by means of your seed all nations
of the earth will certainly bless themselves due
to the fact that you have listened to my voice.”
—Gen. 22:1-3, 9-12, 15-18.

(Genesis 22:12) Then he said: “Do not harm
the boy, and do not do anything at all to him,
for now I do know that you are God-fearing
because you have not withheld your son, your
only one, from me.”
it-1 853 ˚5-6
Foreknowledge, Foreordination
Selective exercise of foreknowledge. The alternative to predestinarianism, the selective or
discretionary exercise of God’s powers of foreknowledge, would have to harmonize with God’s
own righteous standards and be consistent with
what he reveals of himself in his Word. In contrast with the theory of predestinarianism, a
number of texts point to an examination by God
of a situation then current and a decision made
on the basis of such examination.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 22:5) Abraham now said to his servants: “You stay here with the donkey, but the
boy and I will go over there and worship and
return to you.”

Thus, at Genesis 11:5-8 God is described as directing his attention earthward, surveying the
situation at Babel, and, at that time, determining the action to be taken to break up
the unrighteous project there. After wickedness
developed at Sodom and Gomorrah, Jehovah
advised Abraham of his decision to investigate
(by means of his angels) to “see whether they

w16.02 11 ˚13
Jehovah Called Him “My Friend”
13

Before parting from the servants who accompanied them, Abraham said: “You stay here with
the donkey, but the boy and I will go over there
and worship and return to you.” (Gen. 22:5)
mwbr20.03-E
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wood on it. He bound his son Isaac hand and
foot and put him on the altar on top of the
wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand
and took the knife to kill his son. 11 But Jehovah’s angel called to him from the heavens
and said: “Abraham, Abraham!” to which he
answered: “Here I am!” 12 Then he said: “Do
not harm the boy, and do not do anything at
all to him, for now I do know that you are
God-fearing because you have not withheld
your son, your only one, from me.” 13 At that
Abraham looked up, and there just beyond
him was a ram caught by its horns in a thicket. So Abraham went and took the ram and
oﬀered it up as a burnt oﬀering in place of
his son. 14 And Abraham named that place Jehovah-jireh. This is why it is still said today:
“In the mountain of Jehovah it will be provided.” 15 And Jehovah’s angel called to Abraham
a second time from the heavens, 16 saying:
“ ‘By myself I swear,’ declares Jehovah, ‘that
because you have done this and you have
not withheld your son, your only one, 17 I will
surely bless you and I will surely multiply your
oﬀspring like the stars of the heavens and
like the grains of sand on the seashore, and
your oﬀspring will take possession of the gate
of his enemies. 18 And by means of your oﬀspring all nations of the earth will obtain a
blessing for themselves because you have listened to my voice.’ ”

act altogether according to the outcry over it
that has come to me, and, if not, I can get
to know it.” (Ge 18:20-22; 19:1) God spoke of
‘becoming acquainted with Abraham,’ and after
Abraham went to the point of attempting to sacriﬁce Isaac, Jehovah said, “For now I do know
that you are God-fearing in that you have not
withheld your son, your only one, from me.”—Ge
18:19; 22:11, 12; compare Ne 9:7, 8; Ga 4:9.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 22:1-18) Now after this the true
God put Abraham to the test, and he said to
him: “Abraham!” to which he replied: “Here
I am!” 2 Then he said: “Take, please, your
son, your only son whom you so love, Isaac,
and travel to the land of Mo·riah and oﬀer
him up there as a burnt oﬀering on one of
the mountains that I will designate to you.”
3 So Abraham got up early in the morning
and saddled his donkey and took two of his
servants along with him and his son Isaac.
He split the wood for the burnt oﬀering, and
then he rose and traveled to the place that
the true God indicated to him. 4 On the third
day, Abraham looked up and saw the place
from a distance. 5 Abraham now said to his
servants: “You stay here with the donkey, but
the boy and I will go over there and worship
and return to you.” 6 So Abraham took the
wood for the burnt oﬀering and put it on his
son Isaac. Then he took in his hands the ﬁre
and the knife, and the two of them walked on
together. 7 Then Isaac said to his father Abraham: “My father!” He replied: “Yes, my son!”
So he continued: “Here are the ﬁre and the
wood, but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?” 8 To this Abraham said: “God himself
will provide the sheep for the burnt oﬀering,
my son.” And both of them walked on together. 9 Finally they reached the place that
the true God had indicated to him, and Abraham built an altar there and arranged the
mwbr20.03-E
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TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS 24
“A Wife for Isaac”
(Genesis 24:2-4) Abraham said to his servant, the oldest one of his household, who
was managing all he had: “Please put your
hand under my thigh, 3 and I will make you
swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens
3

wp16.3 14 ˚4
“I Am Willing to Go”

and the God of the earth, that you will not
take a wife for my son from the daughters of
the Canaan·ites, among whom I am dwelling.
4 You must go instead to my country and to
my relatives and take a wife for my son, for
Isaac.”

Eliezer went on to tell his hosts that when he
arrived at the well near Haran, he prayed to
Jehovah God. He asked Jehovah, in eﬀect, to
choose the young woman for Isaac to marry.
How? Eliezer asked God to ensure that the girl
He wanted Isaac to wed would come to the well.
When asked for a drink, she should volunteer
not only to give Eliezer a drink but to water his
camels as well. (Genesis 24:12-14) And who had
come along and done precisely that? Rebekah!
Imagine how she might have felt if she overheard the story Eliezer told her family members!

wp16.3 14 ˚3
“I Am Willing to Go”
Abraham made Eliezer take an oath that he
would not select a wife for Isaac from among
the women of Canaan. Why? Because the Canaanites neither respected nor worshipped
Jehovah God. Abraham knew that Jehovah intended in due time to punish those people for
their wicked practices. Abraham did not want
his beloved son, Isaac, to be bound to those
people and their immoral ways. He also knew
that his son had a vital role to play in fulﬁlling God’s promises.—Genesis 15:16; 17:19; 24:
2-4.

(Genesis 24:58) They called Re·bekah and
said to her: “Will you go with this man?” She
replied: “I am willing to go.”
(Genesis 24:67) After that Isaac brought her
into the tent of Sarah his mother. Thus he
took Re·bekah as his wife; and he fell in love
with her, and Isaac found comfort after the
loss of his mother.

(Genesis 24:11-15) He had the camels kneel
down at a well of water outside the city. It
was about evening, the time when the women
would go out to draw water. 12 Then he said:
“Jehovah the God of my master Abraham,
please grant me success this day, and show
your loyal love to my master Abraham. 13 Here
I am standing at a spring of water, and the
daughters of the men of the city are coming
out to draw water. 14 May it happen that the
young woman to whom I say, ‘Please let down
your water jar so that I may take a drink,’
and who replies, ‘Take a drink, and I will also
water your camels,’ let this be the one you
choose for your servant Isaac; and by this
let me know that you have shown your loyal
love to my master.” 15 Even before he ﬁnished
speaking, Re·bekah, who was the daughter of
Be·thuel the son of Milcah the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, came out with her water
jar on her shoulder.
mwbr20.03-E
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“I Am Willing to Go”
Weeks earlier, Eliezer had raised that very issue
with Abraham, asking: “What if the woman is
unwilling to come with me?” Abraham had responded: “This will release you from your oath.”
(Genesis 24:39, 41) In the house of Bethuel too,
the young woman’s preferences mattered. Eliezer was so enthusiastic about the success of his
mission that on the following morning, he asked
if he could return to Canaan with Rebekah immediately. The family, however, wanted her to
remain with them for at least another ten days.
Finally, they resolved the matter this way: “Let
us call the young woman and inquire of her.”
—Genesis 24:57.
Here, then, was a great crossroads in Rebekah’s
life. What would she say? Would she play on the
sympathy of her father and brother, pleading for
a release from this journey into the unknown?
4

Or would she view it as a privilege to have a
part in events that were clearly being guided by
Jehovah? When she answered, she revealed how
she felt about this sudden, perhaps daunting,
change in her life. She simply said: “I am willing to go.”—Genesis 24:58.

to this elderly stranger. He accepted her oﬀer.
Then he watched her intently as she ran back
and forth, ﬁlling and reﬁlling her jar and emptying it into the trough again and again.—Genesis
24:20, 21.
wp16.3 13, ftn.
“I Am Willing to Go”

Digging for Spiritual Gems

It was already evening. The account contains no
indication that Rebekah was detained at the well
for hours. It does not imply that her family was
asleep by the time she ﬁnished or that anyone
came to see why her errand was taking so long.

(Genesis 24:19, 20) When she ﬁnished giving
him a drink, she said: “I will also draw water
for your camels until they are done drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the
drinking trough and ran again and again to
the well to draw water, and she kept drawing
water for all his camels.

(Genesis 24:65) Then she asked the servant:
“Who is that man there walking in the ﬁeld
to meet us?” And the servant said: “It is my
master.” So she took her veil to cover herself.

wp16.3 12-13
“I Am Willing to Go”

wp16.3 15 ˚3
“I Am Willing to Go”

One evening, after she had ﬁlled her jar, an elderly man ran up to meet her. He said to her:
“Please give me a little sip of water from your
jar.” It was such a modest request and so politely made! Rebekah could see that the man
had traveled far. So she quickly swung her water jar from her shoulder and let the man drink,
not a mere sip, but a real drink of the fresh, cool
water. She noticed that he had a train of ten
camels kneeling nearby and that the trough had
not yet been ﬁlled to water them. She could see
that his kind eyes were watching her attentively, and she wanted to be as generous as she
could. So she said: “I will also draw water for
your camels until they are done drinking.”—Genesis 24:17-19.

Finally, the day came that we described at the
outset of this article. As the caravan traversed
the Negeb and twilight began to fall over the
land, Rebekah saw a man out walking in the
ﬁelds. He looked thoughtful, contemplative.
“She quickly got down from the camel,” we read
—perhaps not even waiting for the beast to
kneel down—and she asked her guide: “Who is
that man there walking in the ﬁeld to meet
us?” When she learned that it was Isaac, she
covered her head with her shawl. (Genesis
24:62-65) Why? Evidently the gesture was a
sign of respect for her future husband. That
kind of submission may strike some today as
old-fashioned. Really, though, men as well as
women may take a lesson from Rebekah’s humility, for who of us does not need more of that
lovely quality?

Note that Rebekah oﬀered not merely to give
the ten camels a drink but to water them until
they were satisﬁed. If very thirsty, one camel
might drink over 25 gallons (95 L) of water! If
all ten camels were that thirsty, Rebekah faced
hours of hard work. As matters turned out, it
seems unlikely that the camels were extremely
thirsty. But did Rebekah know that when she
made her oﬀer? No. She was willing, even eager,
to work as hard as need be to show hospitality
mwbr20.03-E

Bible Reading
(Genesis 24:1-21) Abraham was now old, advanced in years, and Jehovah had blessed
Abraham in everything. 2 Abraham said to
his servant, the oldest one of his household,
5

who was managing all he had: “Please put
your hand under my thigh, 3 and I will make
you swear by Jehovah, the God of the heavens and the God of the earth, that you will
not take a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaan·ites, among whom I am
dwelling. 4 You must go instead to my country and to my relatives and take a wife for my
son, for Isaac.” 5 However, the servant said
to him: “What if the woman is not willing to
come with me to this land? Must I then return
your son to the land from which you came?”
6 At this Abraham said to him: “See that
you do not take my son there. 7 Jehovah the
God of the heavens, who took me from my
father’s house and from the land of my relatives and who spoke with me and swore to
me: ‘To your oﬀspring I am going to give this
land,’ he will send his angel ahead of you, and
you will certainly take a wife for my son from
there. 8 But if the woman is unwilling to come
with you, you will be free from this oath. But
you must not take my son there.” 9 With that
the servant put his hand under the thigh of
Abraham his master and swore to him concerning this matter. 10 So the servant took
ten of his master’s camels and departed, taking along all sorts of good things from his
master. Then he went on his way to Mes·opo·tami·a, to the city of Nahor. 11 He had
the camels kneel down at a well of water outside the city. It was about evening, the time
when the women would go out to draw water.
12 Then he said: “Jehovah the God of my master Abraham, please grant me success this
day, and show your loyal love to my master Abraham. 13 Here I am standing at a spring
of water, and the daughters of the men of
the city are coming out to draw water. 14 May
it happen that the young woman to whom
I say, ‘Please let down your water jar so that
I may take a drink,’ and who replies, ‘Take a
mwbr20.03-E

drink, and I will also water your camels,’ let
this be the one you choose for your servant
Isaac; and by this let me know that you have
shown your loyal love to my master.” 15 Even
before he ﬁnished speaking, Re·bekah, who
was the daughter of Be·thuel the son of Milcah the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother,
came out with her water jar on her shoulder.
16 Now the young woman was very beautiful, a virgin; no man had had sexual relations
with her. She went down to the spring, ﬁlled
her water jar, and then came back up. 17 At
once the servant ran to meet her and said:
“Please give me a little sip of water from
your jar.” 18 In turn she said: “Drink, my lord.”
With that she quickly lowered her jar upon
her hand and gave him a drink. 19 When she
ﬁnished giving him a drink, she said: “I will
also draw water for your camels until they are
done drinking.” 20 So she quickly emptied her
jar into the drinking trough and ran again and
again to the well to draw water, and she kept
drawing water for all his camels. 21 The whole
time the man silently stared at her in amazement, wondering whether Jehovah had made
his trip successful or not.

MARCH 16-22
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
25-26
“Esau Sells His Birthright”
(Genesis 25:27, 28) As the boys got bigger,
Esau became a skilled hunter, a man of the
ﬁeld, but Jacob was a blameless man, dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau because
it meant game in his mouth, whereas Re·bekah loved Jacob.
it-1 1242
Jacob
In contrast to his father’s favorite son Esau, who
was a wild, restless, wandering type of hunts6

man, Jacob is described as “a blameless [Heb.,
tam] man, dwelling in tents,” one who led a
quiet pastoral life and was dependable to look
after domestic aﬀairs, one who was especially
loved by his mother. (Ge 25:27, 28) This Hebrew
word tam is used elsewhere to describe those
approved of God. For example, “bloodthirsty
men hate anyone blameless,” yet Jehovah gives
assurance that “the future of [the blameless]
man will be peaceful.” (Pr 29:10; Ps 37:37) The
integrity keeper Job “proved to be blameless
[Heb., tam] and upright.”—Job 1:1, 8; 2:3.

it-1 835
Firstborn, Firstling
From earliest times the ﬁrstborn son held an
honored position in the family and was the
one who succeeded to the headship of the
household. He inherited a double portion of the
father’s property. (De 21:17) Reuben was seated by Joseph at a meal according to his right
as ﬁrstborn. (Ge 43:33) But the Bible does not
always honor the ﬁrstborn by listing sons according to birth. The ﬁrst place is often given to
the most prominent or faithful of the sons rather than to the ﬁrstborn.—Ge 6:10; 1Ch 1:28;
compare Ge 11:26, 32; 12:4; see BIRTHRIGHT;
INHERITANCE.

(Genesis 25:29, 30) On one occasion Jacob
was boiling some stew when Esau returned
from the ﬁeld exhausted. 30 So Esau said to
Jacob: “Quick, please, give me some of the
red stew that you have there, for I am exhausted!” That is why his name was Edom.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 25:31-34) To this Jacob said: “First
sell me your right as ﬁrstborn!” 32 And Esau
continued: “Here I am about to die! What use
is a birthright to me?” 33 And Jacob added:
“Swear to me ﬁrst!” So he swore to him and
sold his right as ﬁrstborn to Jacob. 34 Then
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and
he ate and drank, and he got up and went
away. Thus Esau despised the birthright.

(Genesis 25:31-34) To this Jacob said: “First
sell me your right as ﬁrstborn!” 32 And Esau
continued: “Here I am about to die! What use
is a birthright to me?” 33 And Jacob added:
“Swear to me ﬁrst!” So he swore to him and
sold his right as ﬁrstborn to Jacob. 34 Then
Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and
he ate and drank, and he got up and went
away. Thus Esau despised the birthright.

(Hebrews 12:16) and watch that among you
there is no one who is sexually immoral
nor anyone who does not appreciate sacred
things, like Esau, who gave up his rights as
ﬁrstborn in exchange for one meal.

w19.02 16 ˚11
Why Express Appreciation?
11

Sadly, some Bible characters displayed a lack
of appreciation. For example, although Esau
was raised by parents who loved and respected Jehovah, he lacked appreciation for sacred
things. (Read Hebrews 12:16.) How did his ungrateful attitude become evident? Esau rashly
sold his birthright to his younger brother, Jacob,
for a mere bowl of stew. (Gen. 25:30-34) Later,
Esau bitterly regretted the choice he had made.
But he had been ungrateful for what he had, so
he had no basis for complaining when he did
not receive the birthright blessing.
mwbr20.03-E

w17.12 15 ˚5-7
Questions From Readers
Now let us return to Hebrews 12:16, which
reads: “Watch that among you there is no one
who is sexually immoral nor anyone who does
not appreciate sacred things, like Esau, who
gave up his rights as ﬁrstborn in exchange for
one meal.” What point was being made?
The apostle Paul was not here discussing the
ancestry of the Messiah. He had just urged
Christians to ‘make straight paths for their feet.’
7

Thus they would not ‘fail to obtain the undeserved kindness of God,’ which sadly could
happen if they engaged in sexual immorality.
(Heb. 12:12-16) If they did that, they would
be like Esau. He failed to “appreciate sacred
things,” and he literally gave in to what was profane.

ham, Isaac, Rahab, and Elisha in misdirecting or
in withholding full facts from nonworshipers of
Jehovah must be viewed in the same light.—Ge
12:10-19; chap 20; 26:1-10; Jos 2:1-6; Jas 2:25;
2Ki 6:11-23.

Esau lived in patriarchal times, and he may even
occasionally have had the privilege of oﬀering sacriﬁces. (Gen. 8:20, 21; 12:7, 8; Job 1:
4, 5) But with his ﬂeshly bent of mind, Esau
gave away all such privileges for a bowl of
stew. He may have wanted to avoid the suﬀering foretold to come on Abraham’s oﬀspring.
(Gen. 15:13) Esau also showed himself inclined
toward the profane, lacking appreciation for sacred things, by marrying two pagan women, to
his parents’ grief. (Gen. 26:34, 35) What a contrast he was to Jacob, who made sure to marry
a worshipper of the true God!—Gen. 28:6, 7;
29:10-12, 18.

(Genesis 26:1-18) Now there was a famine
in the land, in addition to the ﬁrst famine
that occurred in the days of Abraham, so
that Isaac went to A·bime·lech king of the
Phi·listines, in Gerar. 2 Then Jehovah appeared to him and said: “Do not go down
to Egypt. Dwell in the land that I designate
to you. 3 Reside as a foreigner in this land,
and I will continue with you and bless you because to you and to your oﬀspring I will give
all these lands, and I will carry out the oath
that I swore to your father Abraham: 4 ‘I will
multiply your oﬀspring like the stars of the
heavens; and I will give to your oﬀspring all
these lands; and by means of your oﬀspring,
all nations of the earth will obtain a blessing
for themselves,’ 5 on account of the fact that
Abraham listened to my voice and continued
to keep my requirements, my commands, my
statutes, and my laws.” 6 So Isaac continued to dwell in Gerar. 7 When the men of the
place kept asking about his wife, he would
say: “She is my sister.” He was afraid to say,
“She is my wife,” for he said, “The men of the
place might kill me because of Re·bekah,” for
she was beautiful in appearance. 8 After some
time had passed, A·bime·lech king of the
Phi·listines was looking out of the window,
and he saw Isaac displaying aﬀection for Rebekah his wife. 9 At once A·bime·lech called
Isaac and said: “She is actually your wife!
Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’?” At this
Isaac said to him: “I said it for fear I should
die because of her.” 10 But A·bime·lech continued: “What have you done to us? One of

Bible Reading

(Genesis 26:7) When the men of the place
kept asking about his wife, he would say:
“She is my sister.” He was afraid to say, “She
is my wife,” for he said, “The men of the place
might kill me because of Re·bekah,” for she
was beautiful in appearance.
it-2 245 ˚6
Lie
While malicious lying is deﬁnitely condemned in
the Bible, this does not mean that a person
is under obligation to divulge truthful information to people who are not entitled to it. Jesus
Christ counseled: “Do not give what is holy to
dogs, neither throw your pearls before swine,
that they may never trample them under their
feet and turn around and rip you open.” (Mt 7:6)
That is why Jesus on certain occasions refrained
from giving full information or direct answers
to certain questions when doing so could have
brought unnecessary harm. (Mt 15:1-6; 21:2327; Joh 7:3-10) Evidently the course of Abramwbr20.03-E
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the people could easily have lain down with
your wife, and you would have brought guilt
upon us!” 11 Then A·bime·lech commanded
all the people, saying: “Anybody touching this
man and his wife will surely be put to death!”
12 And Isaac began to sow seed in that land,
and in that year he reaped 100 times what he
sowed, for Jehovah was blessing him. 13 The
man became wealthy, and he continued to
prosper until he became very wealthy. 14 He
acquired ﬂocks of sheep and herds of cattle
and a large body of servants, and the Phi·listines began to envy him. 15 So the Phi·listines
took soil and stopped up all the wells that
his father’s servants had dug in the days of
Abraham. 16 A·bime·lech then said to Isaac:
“Move from our neighborhood, for you have
grown far stronger than we are.” 17 So Isaac
moved from there and encamped in the valley of Gerar and began dwelling there. 18 And
Isaac again dug the wells that had been dug
in the days of his father Abraham but that the
Phi·listines had stopped up after Abraham’s
death, and he called them by the names that
his father had given them.

Then take it to your father to eat, in order
that he may bless you before his death.”
10

w04 4/15 11 ˚4-5
Rebekah—A Godly Woman of Action
The Bible does not say whether Isaac knows
that Esau must serve Jacob. In any case, both
Rebekah and Jacob know that the blessing belongs to him. Rebekah springs into action on
hearing that Isaac intends to bless Esau when
he takes his father a dish of game. The decisiveness and zeal that characterized her in
her youth have not deserted her. She ‘commands’ Jacob to bring her two kids of goats.
She will prepare a dish her husband is fond of.
Then Jacob must impersonate Esau to obtain
the blessing. Jacob objects. His father is bound
to become aware of the ruse and curse him!
Rebekah insists. “Upon me be the malediction
meant for you, my son,” she says. Then she
makes the dish, disguises Jacob, and sends him
to her husband.—Genesis 27:1-17.
Why Rebekah acts this way is not stated. Many
condemn her action, but the Bible does not, nor
does Isaac on discovering that Jacob has received the blessing. Rather, Isaac ampliﬁes it.
(Genesis 27:29; 28:3, 4) Rebekah knows what
Jehovah foretold about her sons. So she acts
to see that Jacob secures the blessing that is
rightfully his. This is clearly in harmony with Jehovah’s will.—Romans 9:6-13.

MARCH 23-29
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
27-28
“Jacob Obtains His Rightful Blessing”

(Genesis 27:18, 19) So he went in to his father and said: “My father!” to which he said:
“Here I am! Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob
said to his father: “I am Esau your ﬁrstborn. I
have done just as you told me. Sit up, please,
and eat some of my game, so that you may
bless me.”

(Genesis 27:6-10) And Re·bekah said to
Jacob her son: “I just heard your father
speaking to your brother Esau, saying,
7 ‘Bring me some game and make me a tasty
dish. Then let me eat so that I may bless
you before Jehovah before my death.’ 8 And
now, my son, listen carefully and do what I
am instructing you. 9 Go, please, to the herd
and get me two of the best young goats from
there so that I may prepare from them a tasty
dish for your father, just the way he likes it.
mwbr20.03-E

w07 10/1 31 ˚2-3
Questions From Readers
The Bible does not give all the details as to why
Rebekah and Jacob acted as they did, though it
9

does indicate that the situation arose suddenly.
We should note that God’s Word neither justiﬁes nor condemns what Rebekah and Jacob did,
establishing no precedent for lies and deception. The Bible does, however, shed light on the
situation.

Similarly, Moses, before his death, blessed the
whole nation of Israel. (De 33:1) In all these
cases the results prove that they spoke prophetically. In some instances, when pronouncing
such blessings, the hand of the one blessing
was placed upon the head of the one being
blessed.—Ge 48:13, 14.

First, the account makes clear that Jacob was
entitled to his father’s blessing; Esau was not.
Earlier, Jacob had legally purchased the birthright from his unappreciative twin brother, who
sold it for a meal to satisfy his hunger. Esau
“despised the birthright.” (Genesis 25:29-34) So
in approaching his father, Jacob was seeking a
blessing that rightfully belonged to him.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 27:46–28:2) After that Re·bekah
kept saying to Isaac: “I am disgusted with my
life because of the daughters of Heth. If Jacob ever takes a wife from the daughters of
Heth, like these daughters of the land, what
good is my life?”

(Genesis 27:27-29) So he came near and
kissed him, and he could smell the scent of
his garments. Then he blessed him and said:
“See, the scent of my son is like the scent of
the ﬁeld that Jehovah has blessed. 28 May the
true God give you the dews of the heavens
and the fertile soils of the earth and an abundance of grain and new wine. 29 Let peoples
serve you, and let nations bow low to you. Be
master over your brothers, and let the sons of
your mother bow low to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone
who blesses you.”

28 So Isaac called Jacob and blessed him and
commanded him, saying: “You must not take
a wife from the daughters of Canaan. 2 Go
away to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel, your mother’s father, and from there
take for yourself a wife from the daughters
of Laban, your mother’s brother.
w06 4/15 6 ˚3-4
Keys to Communicating With Your Mate
Did Isaac and Rebekah develop good communication skills? After their son Esau married two
daughters of Heth, a serious family problem
arose. Rebekah “kept saying” to Isaac: “I have
come to abhor this life of mine because of the
daughters of Heth. If Jacob [their younger son]
ever takes a wife from the daughters of Heth
. . . , of what good is life to me?” (Genesis
26:34; 27:46) Clearly, she communicated her
concern in no uncertain terms.

it-1 341 ˚6
Blessing
In a patriarchal society a father often blessed
his sons shortly before his death. This was a
matter of great importance and was highly valued. Thus Isaac blessed Jacob, thinking he was
the ﬁrstborn Esau. Isaac pronounced favor and
prosperity for Jacob ahead of his brother Esau,
undoubtedly petitioning Jehovah to carry out
the blessing, as Isaac himself was blind and old.
(Ge 27:1-4, 23-29; 28:1, 6; Heb 11:20; 12:16, 17)
Later Isaac knowingly conﬁrmed and enlarged
on the blessing. (Ge 28:1-4) Before dying, Jacob blessed ﬁrst Joseph’s two sons, then his
own sons. (Ge 48:9, 20; 49:1-28; Heb 11:21)
mwbr20.03-E

Isaac told Jacob, Esau’s twin brother, not to
take a wife from the daughters of Canaan.
(Genesis 28:1, 2) Rebekah had made her point.
This couple had successfully communicated
about a most sensitive family subject, providing
a good example for us today. What, though, if
mates cannot come to an agreement? What can
be done?
10

(Genesis 28:12, 13) Then he had a dream,
and look! there was a stairway set on the
earth, and its top reached up to the heavens;
and there were God’s angels ascending and
descending on it. 13 And look! there was Jehovah stationed above it, and he said: “I am
Jehovah the God of Abraham your father and
the God of Isaac. The land on which you are
lying, to you I am going to give it and to your
oﬀspring.

you before Jehovah before my death.’ 8 And
now, my son, listen carefully and do what I
am instructing you. 9 Go, please, to the herd
and get me two of the best young goats from
there so that I may prepare from them a tasty
dish for your father, just the way he likes it.
10 Then take it to your father to eat, in order
that he may bless you before his death.” 11 Jacob said to his mother Re·bekah: “But Esau
my brother is a hairy man, and my skin is
smooth. 12 What if my father feels me? Then
I will certainly appear to be mocking him, and
I will bring upon myself a curse rather than a
blessing.” 13 At this his mother said to him:
“Upon me be the curse meant for you, my
son. Just do as I say and go, get them for
me.” 14 So he went and got them and brought
them to his mother, and his mother made a
tasty dish, just the way his father liked it.
15 After that Re·bekah took her older son
Esau’s ﬁnest garments, which she had in the
house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. 16 She also put the skins of the young
goats on his hands and on the hairless part
of his neck. 17 Then she handed the tasty dish
and the bread that she had made to her son
Jacob. 18 So he went in to his father and said:
“My father!” to which he said: “Here I am!
Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said to his
father: “I am Esau your ﬁrstborn. I have done
just as you told me. Sit up, please, and eat
some of my game, so that you may bless me.”
20 At that Isaac said to his son: “How were
you so quick in ﬁnding it, my son?” He replied: “Because Jehovah your God brought it
to me.” 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob: “Come
near, please, that I may feel you, my son, to
know whether you are really my son Esau
or not.” 22 So Jacob came near to his father Isaac, and he felt him, after which he
said: “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but
the hands are the hands of Esau.” 23 He did

w04 1/15 28 ˚6
Highlights From the Book of Genesis—II
28:12, 13—What was the significance of Jacob’s dream involving “a ladder”? This
“ladder,” which may have looked like a rising
ﬂight of stones, indicated that there is communication between earth and heaven. God’s
angels ascending and descending on it showed
that angels minister in some important way
between Jehovah and humans who have his approval.—John 1:51.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 27:1-23) Now when Isaac was old
and his eyes were too weak to see, he called
Esau his older son to him and said: “My
son!” He replied: “Here I am!” 2 And he went
on to say: “I have now grown old. I do not
know the day of my death. 3 So at this time
take, please, your weapons, your quiver and
your bow, and go out to the ﬁeld and hunt
some wild game for me. 4 Then make the
kind of tasty dish that I am fond of and
bring it to me. Then I will eat it so that I may
bless you before I die.” 5 However, Re·bekah was listening while Isaac spoke to Esau
his son. And Esau went out into the ﬁeld to
hunt game and to bring it in. 6 And Re·bekah said to Jacob her son: “I just heard your
father speaking to your brother Esau, saying, 7 ‘Bring me some game and make me a
tasty dish. Then let me eat so that I may bless
mwbr20.03-E
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not recognize him because his hands were
hairy like the hands of his brother Esau. So
he blessed him.

Leah and bringing her to him that he might
have relations with her. 24 Laban also gave
his female servant Zilpah to his daughter Leah as a servant. 25 In the morning Jacob saw
that it was Leah! So he said to Laban: “What
have you done to me? Was it not for Rachel
that I served you? Why have you tricked me?”
26 To this Laban said: “It is not our custom
here to give the younger woman before the
ﬁrstborn.

MARCH 30–APRIL 5
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
29-30
“Jacob Marries”
(Genesis 29:18-20) Jacob had fallen in love
with Rachel, so he said: “I am willing to serve
you seven years for your younger daughter
Rachel.” 19 To this Laban said: “It is better
for me to give her to you than to give her to
another man. Keep dwelling with me.” 20 And
Jacob served seven years for Rachel, but in
his eyes they were like just a few days because of his love for her.

w07 10/1 8-9
Distressed Sisters Who “Built the House of Israel”
Did Leah conspire to deceive Jacob? Or was she
simply obliged to obey her father? And where
was Rachel? Did she know what was going on?
If so, how did she feel? Could she defy the will
of her authoritarian father? The Bible provides
no answer to these questions. Whatever Rachel
and Leah thought about the matter, afterward
the scheme outraged Jacob. And it was with
Laban, not his daughters, that Jacob remonstrated: “Was it not for Rachel that I served
with you? So why have you tricked me?” Laban’s
response? “It is not customary . . . to give the
younger woman before the ﬁrstborn. Celebrate
to the full the week of this woman. After that
there shall be given to you also this other woman for the service that you can serve with me
for seven years more.” (Genesis 29:25-27) Thus
Jacob was maneuvered into a polygamous marriage that was to spawn bitter jealousy.

w03 10/15 29 ˚6
Jacob Appreciated Spiritual Values
Betrothal was eﬀected by the payment of a
bride-price to the bride’s family. The Mosaic Law
later set at 50 silver shekels the price for virgins who had been seduced. Scholar Gordon
Wenham believes that this was “the maximum
marriage gift” but that most were “much lower.”
(Deuteronomy 22:28, 29) Jacob could not arrange for a payment. He oﬀered Laban seven
years’ service. “Since casual laborers received
between one-half and one shekel a month in
old Babylonian times” (from 42 to 84 shekels
in seven full years), continues Wenham, “Jacob
was oﬀering Laban a very handsome marriage
gift in exchange for Rachel’s hand.” Laban readily accepted.—Genesis 29:19.

it-2 341 ˚3
Marriage
Celebration. While the wedding itself had no
formal ceremony, there was, nevertheless, a
very joyous celebration of weddings in Israel. On
the day of the wedding, at her own home the
bride usually made elaborate preparations. First
she would bathe herself and rub herself with
perfumed oil. (Compare Ru 3:3; Eze 23:40.) At
times assisted by woman attendants, she put

(Genesis 29:21-26) Then Jacob said to Laban: “Give over my wife because my days
are up, and let me have relations with her.”
22 With that Laban gathered all the men of
the place and made a feast. 23 But during the
evening, he resorted to taking his daughter
mwbr20.03-E
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mandrakes.” 15 At this she said to her: “Is it
a small matter that you took my husband?
Would you now take my son’s mandrakes
also?” So Rachel said: “Very well. He will lie
down with you tonight in exchange for your
son’s mandrakes.”

on breastbands and a white robe, often richly
embroidered, according to her ﬁnancial status.
(Jer 2:32; Re 19:7, 8; Ps 45:13, 14) She decked
herself with ornaments and jewels, if she was
able to do so (Isa 49:18; 61:10; Re 21:2), and
then covered herself with a light garment, a
form of veil, that extended from head to foot.
(Isa 3:19, 23) This explains why Laban could so
easily practice a deception on Jacob so that Jacob did not know that Laban was giving him
Leah instead of Rachel. (Ge 29:23, 25) Rebekah
put on a head covering when she approached
to meet Isaac. (Ge 24:65) This symbolized the
subjection of the bride to the bridegroom—to
his authority.—1Co 11:5, 10.

w04 1/15 28 ˚7
Highlights From the Book of Genesis—II
30:14, 15—Why did Rachel relinquish an opportunity to conceive in exchange for some
mandrakes? In ancient times, the fruit of the
mandrake plant was used in medicine as a narcotic and for preventing or relieving spasms.
The fruit was also credited with the capacity to
excite sexual desire and to increase human fertility or aid in conception. (Song of Solomon 7:
13) While the Bible does not reveal Rachel’s motive for the exchange, she may have thought
that the mandrakes would help her conceive and
end her reproach of being barren. However, it
was some years before Jehovah “opened her
womb.”—Genesis 30:22-24.

(Genesis 29:27, 28) Celebrate the week of
this woman. After that you will also be given
this other woman in exchange for serving me
seven more years.” 28 Jacob did so and celebrated the week of this woman, after which
he gave him his daughter Rachel as a wife.
Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 30:3) So she said: “Here is my slave
girl Bilhah. Have relations with her in order
that she may bear children for me and that
through her, I too may have children.”

Bible Reading
(Genesis 30:1-21) When Rachel saw that she
had borne no children to Jacob, she became
jealous of her sister and began to say to Jacob: “Give me children or else I will die.” 2 At
this Jacob’s anger ﬂared up against Rachel,
and he said: “Am I in the place of God, who
has prevented you from having children?”
3 So she said: “Here is my slave girl Bilhah.
Have relations with her in order that she may
bear children for me and that through her, I
too may have children.” 4 With that she gave
him her servant Bilhah as a wife, and Jacob
had relations with her. 5 Bilhah became pregnant and in time bore Jacob a son. 6 Then
Rachel said: “God has acted as my judge and
has also listened to my voice, so that he
gave me a son.” That is why she named
him Dan. 7 Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, became

it-1 50
Adoption
Rachel and Leah both considered the children
born to Jacob by their handmaids as their
own sons, ‘born upon their knees.’ (Ge 30:3-8,
12, 13, 24) These children inherited along with
those born directly of Jacob’s legal wives. They
were natural sons of the father, and since the
slave girls were property of the wives, Rachel
and Leah had property rights in these children.

(Genesis 30:14, 15) Now Reuben was walking in the days of the wheat harvest, and he
found mandrakes in the ﬁeld. So he brought
them to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said
to Leah: “Give me, please, some of your son’s
mwbr20.03-E
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pregnant once more and in time bore Jacob a
second son. 8 Then Rachel said: “With strenuous wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister.
I have also come oﬀ the winner!” So she
named him Naphta·li. 9 When Leah saw that
she had stopped having children, she took
her servant Zilpah and gave her to Jacob as
a wife. 10 And Leah’s servant Zilpah bore a
son to Jacob. 11 Then Leah said: “With good
fortune!” So she named him Gad. 12 After
that Zilpah, Leah’s servant, bore a second
son to Jacob. 13 Then Leah said: “With my
happiness! For the daughters will certainly
pronounce me happy.” So she named him
Asher. 14 Now Reuben was walking in the
days of the wheat harvest, and he found
mandrakes in the ﬁeld. So he brought them
to his mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah: “Give me, please, some of your son’s
mandrakes.” 15 At this she said to her: “Is it
a small matter that you took my husband?
Would you now take my son’s mandrakes
also?” So Rachel said: “Very well. He will lie
down with you tonight in exchange for your
son’s mandrakes.” 16 When Jacob was coming
from the ﬁeld in the evening, Leah went out
to meet him and said: “It is with me you are
going to have relations, because I have hired
you outright with my son’s mandrakes.” So
he lay down with her that night. 17 And God
heard and answered Leah, and she became
pregnant and in time bore to Jacob a ﬁfth
son. 18 Then Leah said: “God has given me
my wages because I have given my servant to
my husband.” So she named him Issa·char.
19 And Leah became pregnant once more and
in time bore a sixth son to Jacob. 20 Then Leah said: “God has endowed me, yes, me, with
a good endowment. At last, my husband will
tolerate me, for I have borne him six sons.”
So she named him Zebu·lun. 21 Afterward she
bore a daughter and named her Dinah.
˘ 2019 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
day.” That is why he named it Gale·ed, 49 and
the Watchtower, for he said: “Let Jehovah
keep watch between you and me when we are
out of each other’s sight. 50 If you mistreat
my daughters and if you start taking wives in
addition to my daughters, though there is no
man with us, remember that God will be a witness between you and me.”

APRIL 13-19
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS 31
“Jacob and Laban Make a Covenant of
Peace”
(Genesis 31:44-46) Now come, let us make
a covenant, you and I, and it will serve as
a witness between us.” 45 So Jacob took a
stone and set it up as a pillar. 46 Then Jacob
said to his brothers: “Pick up stones!” And
they took stones and made a pile. After that
they ate there on the pile of stones.

it-2 1172
Watchtower
A pile of stones was set up by Jacob and called
“Galeed” (meaning “Witness Heap”) and “The
Watchtower.” Laban then said: “Let Jehovah
keep watch between me and you when we are
situated unseen the one from the other.” (Ge
31:45-49) This pile of stones would testify to
the fact that Jehovah was watching to see that
Jacob and Laban carried out their covenant of
peace.

it-1 883 ˚1
Galeed
Peaceably settling the points over which they
had disputed, Jacob and Laban concluded a
covenant with each other. In this connection,
Jacob set up a stone pillar and directed his
“brothers” to make a heap of stones, perhaps
in the form of a table, upon which the covenant meal was eaten. Thereupon, Laban called
the place after this heap, giving it the Aramaic (Syrian) name “Jegar-sahadutha,” but which
Jacob called “Galeed,” the Hebrew equivalent.
Laban said: “This heap [Heb., gal] is a witness [Heb., edh] between me and you today.”
(Ge 31:44-48) The heap of stones (and the
stone pillar) served as a witness to all passersby. It was as verse 49 says, “The Watchtower
[Heb., mits·pah],” testifying that Jacob and Laban had agreed to preserve the peace between
and within their respective families. (Ge 31:5053) On later occasions stones were used in a
similar fashion as silent witnesses.—Jos 4:4-7;
24:25-27.

(Genesis 31:51-53) Laban went on to say to
Jacob: “Here is this pile of stones, and here is
the pillar that I have erected between you and
me. 52 This pile of stones is a witness, and the
pillar is something that bears witness, that
I will not pass beyond this pile of stones to
bring harm to you and you will not pass beyond this pile of stones and this pillar to bring
harm to me. 53 Let the God of Abraham and
the God of Nahor, the God of their father,
judge between us.” And Jacob swore by the
One whom his father Isaac fears.
Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 31:19) Now Laban had gone to
shear his sheep, and Rachel stole the teraphim statues that belonged to her father.
it-2 1087-1088
Teraphim

(Genesis 31:47-50) And Laban began calling it Jegar-sa·ha·dutha, but Jacob called it
Gale·ed. 48 Laban then said: “This pile of
stones is a witness between me and you tomwbr20.04-E

The ﬁndings of archaeologists in Mesopotamia
and adjacent areas indicate that the possession
1

w13 3/15 21 ˚8
Jehovah—Our Place of Dwelling

of the teraphim images had a bearing on who
would receive the family inheritance. According
to one tablet found at Nuzi, the possession of
the household gods could under certain circumstances entitle a son-in-law to appear in court
and claim the estate of his deceased fatherin-law. (Ancient Near Eastern Texts, edited by
J. Pritchard, 1974, pp. 219, 220, and ftn 51) Perhaps Rachel, with this in mind, reasoned that
she was justiﬁed in taking the teraphim because of her father’s deceptive dealings with
her husband Jacob. (Compare Ge 31:14-16.)
The importance of the teraphim with respect to
inheritance rights would also explain why Laban was so anxious to recover them, even to
the point of taking his brothers with him and
pursuing Jacob for a distance of seven days’
journey. (Ge 31:19-30) Of course, what Rachel
had done was completely unknown to Jacob (Ge
31:32), and there is no indication that he ever
attempted to use the teraphim to gain the inheritance from Laban’s sons. Jacob had nothing
to do with idols. At the latest, the teraphim
would have been disposed of when Jacob hid
all the foreign gods turned over to him by his
household under the big tree that was close to
Shechem.—Ge 35:1-4.

8

When Jacob reached Haran, his uncle Laban
extended a warm welcome to him and later
gave him Leah and Rachel as wives. In time,
though, Laban tried to exploit Jacob, changing
his wages ten times! (Gen. 31:41, 42) Yet, Jacob
endured these injustices, conﬁdent that Jehovah would continue to care for him—and He did!
Indeed, by the time God told Jacob to return to
Canaan, the patriarch possessed “great ﬂocks
and maidservants and menservants and camels
and asses.” (Gen. 30:43) Deeply appreciative,
Jacob prayed: “I am unworthy of all the lovingkindnesses and of all the faithfulness that you
have exercised toward your servant, for with but
my staﬀ I crossed this Jordan and now I have
become two camps.”—Gen. 32:10.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 31:1-18) In time he heard what the
sons of Laban were saying: “Jacob has taken everything that belonged to our father,
and from what belonged to our father, he has
amassed all this wealth.” 2 When Jacob would
look at the face of Laban, he saw that his attitude toward him was not what it used to be.
3 Finally Jehovah said to Jacob: “Return to
the land of your fathers and to your relatives,
and I will continue with you.” 4 Then Jacob
sent a message to Rachel and Leah to come
out to the ﬁeld to his ﬂock, 5 and he said
to them: “I have seen that your father’s attitude toward me has changed, but the God of
my father has been with me. 6 You yourselves
certainly know that I have served your father
with all my power. 7 And your father has tried
to cheat me and has changed my wages ten
times; but God has not allowed him to do me
harm. 8 If on the one hand he would say, ‘The
speckled ones will be your wages,’ then the
whole ﬂock produced speckled ones; but if

(Genesis 31:41, 42) This makes 20 years
for me in your house. I have served you 14
years for your two daughters and 6 years
for your ﬂock, and you kept changing my
wages ten times. 42 If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the One whom
Isaac fears, had not been on my side, you
would now have sent me away empty-handed.
God has seen my aﬄiction and the toil of my
hands, and that is why he reproved you last
night.”
(1 Peter 2:18) Let servants be in subjection
to their masters with all due fear, not only to
the good and reasonable but also to those
hard to please.
mwbr20.04-E
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Are You Earnestly Seeking Jehovah?

on the other hand he would say, ‘The striped
ones will be your wages,’ then the whole ﬂock
produced striped ones. 9 So God kept taking
your father’s livestock away from him and giving it to me. 10 Once when the ﬂock got into
heat, I raised my eyes and saw in a dream
that the he-goats mating with the ﬂock were
striped, speckled, and spotty. 11 Then the angel of the true God said to me in the dream,
‘Jacob!’ to which I said, ‘Here I am.’ 12 And he
continued, ‘Raise your eyes, please, and see
that all the he-goats mating with the ﬂock are
striped, speckled, and spotty, for I have seen
all that Laban is doing to you. 13 I am the
true God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now
get up, go out of this land, and return to the
land of your birth.’ ” 14 At this Rachel and Leah answered him: “Is there any share left for
us to inherit in our father’s house? 15 Does he
not consider us as foreigners, since he has
sold us and has been using up the money given for us? 16 All the riches that God has taken
away from our father are ours and our children’s. So, then, do everything that God has
told you to do.” 17 Then Jacob got up and lifted his children and his wives on the camels,
18 and he began driving all his herd and all the
goods that he had accumulated, the livestock
in his possession that he had accumulated in
Paddan-aram, to go to Isaac his father in the
land of Canaan.

The Scriptures abound with examples of those
who put forth concerted eﬀorts in seeking
Jehovah. One such person was Jacob, who
strenuously grappled with God’s materialized
angel till dawn. As a result, Jacob was given
the name Israel (Contender with God) because
he “contended,” or “persisted,” “exerted [himself],” “persevered,” with God. The angel blessed
him for his earnest endeavor.—Genesis 32:2430, footnote.

(Genesis 32:25, 26) When he saw that he
had not prevailed over him, he touched the
socket of his hip; and the socket of Jacob’s
hip was dislocated during his wrestling with
him. 26 After that he said: “Let me go, for the
dawn is breaking.” To this he said: “I am not
going to let you go until you bless me.”
it-2 190
Lame, Lameness
Jacob’s Lameness. When Jacob was about 97
years old, he had the experience of grappling all
night with a materialized angel of God. He prevailed in detaining the angel until the angel gave
him a blessing. During the contest, the angel
touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh joint, throwing it out of place. The result was that Jacob
walked with a limp. (Ge 32:24-32; Ho 12:2-4)
Jacob thereafter had a reminder that, although
he had “contended with God [God’s angel] and
with men so that [he] at last prevailed,” as the
angel said, he did not in reality defeat a powerful angel of God. It was only by God’s purpose
and permission that Jacob was allowed to contend with the angel, so as to provide proof of
Jacob’s great appreciation of the need of God’s
blessing.

APRIL 20-26
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
32-33
“Are You Wrestling for a Blessing?”

(Genesis 32:27, 28) So he said to him: “What
is your name?” to which he said: “Jacob.”
28 Then he said: “Your name will no longer be
Jacob but Israel, for you have contended with

(Genesis 32:24) Finally Jacob was left by
himself. Then a man began to wrestle with
him until the dawn broke.
mwbr20.04-E
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God and with men and you have at last prevailed.”

with sincere, kind acts—ﬁnding opportunities to
help, giving a gift from the heart, extending hospitality—can contribute to open communication.
It can even “heap ﬁery coals” on a person and
may bring out good qualities, making it easier
to talk things out.—Rom. 12:20, 21.

it-1 1228
Israel
1. The name God gave to Jacob when he was
about 97 years old. It was during the night that
Jacob crossed the torrent valley of Jabbok on
his way to meet his brother Esau that he began
struggling with what turned out to be an angel.
Because of Jacob’s perseverance in the struggle, his name was changed to Israel as a token
of God’s blessing. In commemoration of these
events, Jacob named the place Peniel or Penuel. (Ge 32:22-31; see JACOB No. 1.) Later, at
Bethel the change in name was conﬁrmed by
God, and from then on to the end of his life Jacob was frequently called Israel. (Ge 35:10, 15;
50:2; 1Ch 1:34) Many of the more than 2,500
occurrences of the name Israel, however, are in
reference to Jacob’s descendants as a nation.
—Ex 5:1, 2.

11

The patriarch Jacob understood this. His twin
brother, Esau, was so angry with him that Jacob ﬂed for fear Esau would kill him. After many
years, Jacob returned. Esau came out to meet
him, along with 400 men. Jacob prayed for
Jehovah’s help. Then he sent ahead to Esau
a large gift of livestock. The gift achieved its
purpose. When they met, Esau’s heart had
softened, and he ran and embraced Jacob.
—Gen. 27:41-44; 32:6, 11, 13-15; 33:4, 10.

(Genesis 33:20) There he set up an altar and
called it God, the God of Israel.
it-1 980
God the God of Israel
As a result of his encounter at Peniel with the
angel of Jehovah, Jacob was given the name Israel, and after a peaceable meeting with his
brother Esau, he dwelt at Succoth and then
Shechem. Here he acquired a tract of land from
the sons of Hamor and pitched his tent upon it.
(Ge 32:24-30; 33:1-4, 17-19) “After that he set
up there an altar and called it God the God of
Israel,” or “God Is the God of Israel.” (Ge 33:20)
In identifying himself by his newly given name
Israel with the name of the altar, Jacob indicated his acceptance and appreciation of that
name and of God’s guiding him safely back into
the Promised Land. The expression occurs only
once in the Scriptures.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 32:11) Save me, I pray you, from
the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid
of him that he may come and attack me, as
well as the mothers and their children.
(Genesis 32:13-15) And he spent the night
there. Then he took some of his possessions
as a gift for Esau his brother: 14 200 female
goats, 20 male goats, 200 female sheep, 20
rams, 15 30 camels nursing their young, 40
cows, 10 bulls, 20 female donkeys and 10 fullgrown male donkeys.
w10 6/15 22 ˚10-11
Gracious Speech Promotes Good Relations

Bible Reading
(Genesis 32:1-21) Jacob then went on his
way, and the angels of God met up with him.
2 As soon as he saw them, Jacob said: “This
is the camp of God!” So he named that place
Ma·ha·naim. 3 Then Jacob sent messengers

10

Gracious speech and good communication
help to establish and sustain peaceful relationships. In fact, doing what we can to improve our
relationships with others can improve our communication with them. Reaching out to others
mwbr20.04-E
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ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land
of Seir, the territory of Edom, 4 and he commanded them: “This is what you will say to
my lord, to Esau, ‘This is what your servant
Jacob says: “I have resided with Laban for
a long time until now. 5 And I have acquired
bulls, donkeys, sheep, and male and female
servants, and I send this message to inform
my lord, in order to ﬁnd favor in your eyes.” ’ ”
6 In time the messengers returned to Jacob,
saying: “We met your brother Esau, and he
is now on his way to meet you, and there
are 400 men with him.” 7 And Jacob became
very frightened and anxious. So he divided
the people who were with him, as well as the
ﬂocks, the cattle, and the camels, into two
camps. 8 He said: “If Esau attacks the one
camp, then the other camp will be able to escape.” 9 After that Jacob said: “O God of my
father Abraham and God of my father Isaac,
O Jehovah, you who are saying to me, ‘Return to your land and to your relatives, and
I will deal well with you,’ 10 I am unworthy
of all the loyal love and of all the faithfulness
that you have shown toward your servant,
for with only my staﬀ I crossed this Jordan
and now I have become two camps. 11 Save
me, I pray you, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid of him that he may
come and attack me, as well as the mothers and their children. 12 And you have said:
‘I will certainly deal well with you, and I will
make your oﬀspring like the grains of sand of
the sea, which are too numerous to count.’ ”
13 And he spent the night there. Then he took
some of his possessions as a gift for Esau
his brother: 14 200 female goats, 20 male
goats, 200 female sheep, 20 rams, 15 30 camels nursing their young, 40 cows, 10 bulls,
20 female donkeys and 10 full-grown male
donkeys. 16 He handed them over to his servants, one drove after another, and he said
mwbr20.04-E

to his servants: “Cross over ahead of me, and
you are to set a space between one drove
and the next.” 17 He also commanded the ﬁrst
one: “In case Esau my brother should meet
you and ask, ‘To whom do you belong, and
where are you going, and to whom do these
ahead of you belong?’ 18 then you should say,
‘To your servant Jacob. It is a gift sent to
my lord, to Esau, and look! he himself is also
behind us.’ ” 19 And he commanded also the
second, the third, and all those following the
droves: “According to this word, you are to
speak to Esau when you meet him. 20 And
you should also say, ‘Here is your servant Jacob behind us.’ ” For he said to himself: ‘If I
appease him by sending a gift ahead of me,
then afterward when I see him, he may give
me a kindly reception.’ 21 So the gift crossed
over ahead of him, but he himself spent the
night in the camp.

APRIL 27–MAY 3
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
34-35
“The Tragic Results of Bad Association”
(Genesis 34:1) Now Dinah, Jacob’s daughter by Leah, used to go out to spend time
with the young women of the land.
w97 2/1 30 ˚4
Shechem—The City in the Valley
How would the young men of the city view this
young virgin who regularly visited their city—apparently unaccompanied? A chieftain’s son “got
to see her and then took her and lay down
with her and violated her.” Why did Dinah court
danger by associating with the immoral Canaanites? Was it because she felt she needed
the company of girls her own age? Was she as
headstrong and independent as some of her
brothers? Read the Genesis account, and try to
comprehend the distress and shame that Jacob
5

and Leah must have felt because of the tragic
consequences of their daughter’s visits to Shechem.—Genesis 34:1-31; 49:5-7; see also The
Watchtower, June 15, 1985, page 31.

tered the Canaanite city and killed every male,
including Shechem.—Genesis 34:13-27.
Did all that bloodshed settle the matter? When
Jacob learned of his sons’ actions, he rebuked
them, saying: “You have brought ostracism
upon me in making me a stench to the inhabitants of the land, . . . and they will certainly
gather together against me and assault me and
I must be annihilated, I and my house.” (Genesis 34:30) Yes, instead of settling matters,
their vengeful actions had the opposite eﬀect;
Jacob’s family now had to be wary of counterattacks by angry neighbors. Likely to prevent such
an outcome, God instructed Jacob to move his
family out of the area to Bethel.—Genesis 35:
1, 5.

(Genesis 34:2) When Shechem, the son of
Hamor the Hivite, a chieftain of the land, saw
her, he took her and lay down with her and
violated her.
lvs 124 ˚14
“Flee From Sexual Immorality!”
14

Shechem did what seemed natural and acceptable to him. Because he was attracted to
Dinah, he “took her” and “violated her.” (Read
Genesis 34:1-4.) This crime started a series of
events that resulted in tragedy for Dinah and
her whole family.—Genesis 34:7, 25-31; Galatians 6:7, 8.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 35:8) Later Debo·rah, Re·bekah’s
nurse, died and was buried at the foot of
Bethel under an oak. So he named it Allonbacuth.

(Genesis 34:7) But the sons of Jacob heard
about it and returned from the ﬁeld right
away. They were oﬀended and very angry because he had disgraced Israel by lying down
with Jacob’s daughter, something that should
not be done.

it-1 600 ˚4
Deborah
1. Rebekah’s nurse. When Rebekah left the
household of her father Bethuel to move to
Palestine and marry Isaac, Deborah accompanied her. (Ge 24:59) After years of service in
Isaac’s household, Deborah came to be in Jacob’s household, perhaps after the death of
Rebekah. Evidently some 125 years after Rebekah’s marriage to Isaac, Deborah died and was
buried under a big tree at Bethel. The name given to the tree (Allon-bacuth, meaning “Massive
Tree of Weeping”) indicates how beloved she
had become to Jacob and his family.—Ge 35:8.

(Genesis 34:25) However, on the third day,
when they were still in pain, two sons of
Jacob, Sime·on and Levi, Dinah’s brothers,
each took his sword and went into the unsuspecting city and killed every male.
w09 9/1 21 ˚1-2
When You Are Oﬀended
Oftentimes, those seeking retaliation do so in
an eﬀort to ease the emotional pain of an offense. For example, the Bible tells us that when
the sons of the Hebrew patriarch Jacob learned
that the Canaanite Shechem had violated their
sister Dinah, they “became hurt in their feelings
and they grew very angry.” (Genesis 34:1-7) To
avenge the wrong done to their sister, two of
Jacob’s sons plotted against Shechem and his
household. Using a ruse, Simeon and Levi enmwbr20.04-E

(Genesis 35:22-26) Once while Israel was
dwelling in that land, Reuben went and lay
down with Bilhah his father’s concubine, and
Israel heard about it. So there were 12 sons
of Jacob. 23 The sons by Leah were Jacob’s
ﬁrstborn Reuben, then Sime·on, Levi, Ju6

dah, Issa·char, and Zebu·lun. 24 The sons by
Rachel were Joseph and Benjamin. 25 And the
sons by Bilhah, Rachel’s servant, were Dan
and Naphta·li. 26 And the sons by Zilpah, Leah’s servant, were Gad and Asher. These are
Jacob’s sons, who were born to him in Paddan-aram.

daughter of Jacob, and he fell in love with the
young woman and spoke persuasively to her.
4 Finally Shechem said to Hamor his father:
“Get me this young woman to be my wife.”
5 When Jacob heard that he had deﬁled Dinah his daughter, his sons were with his herd
in the ﬁeld. So Jacob kept silent until they
returned. 6 Later Hamor, Shechem’s father,
went out to speak with Jacob. 7 But the sons
of Jacob heard about it and returned from the
ﬁeld right away. They were oﬀended and very
angry because he had disgraced Israel by
lying down with Jacob’s daughter, something
that should not be done. 8 Hamor spoke with
them, saying: “My son Shechem longs for
your daughter. Please give her to him as his
wife, 9 and form marriage alliances with us.
Give us your daughters, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10 You may dwell with us,
and the land will become available for you.
Dwell and carry on trade in it and settle in it.”
11 Then Shechem said to her father and to her
brothers: “Let me ﬁnd favor in your eyes, and
I will give you whatever you ask me. 12 You
can demand from me a very high bride price
and gift. I am willing to give whatever you
may say to me. Just give me the young woman as a wife.” 13 And Jacob’s sons answered
Shechem and Hamor his father deceitfully
because he had deﬁled Dinah their sister.
14 They said to them: “We cannot possibly do
such a thing, to give our sister to a man who
is not circumcised, for that is a disgrace to
us. 15 We can only consent on this condition:
that you become like us and circumcise all
your males. 16 Then we will give our daughters to you, and we will take your daughters
for ourselves, and we will dwell with you and
become one people. 17 But if you do not listen
to us and get circumcised, then we will take
our daughter and go.” 18 Their words pleased
Hamor and Shechem, Hamor’s son. 19 The

w17.12 14
Questions From Readers
In ancient Israel, was the line leading to the
Messiah tied to the right of the ﬁrstborn?
We have at times made comments to that effect. That seemed to agree with what we read
at Hebrews 12:16. That verse says that Esau did
“not appreciate sacred things” and “gave up
[to Jacob the] rights as firstborn in exchange
for one meal.” This appeared to suggest that
when Jacob gained the “rights as ﬁrstborn,” he
also came in line to be an ancestor to the Messiah.—Matt. 1:2, 16; Luke 3:23, 34.
However, a review of Bible accounts shows that
a man did not need to be a ﬁrstborn son to be
an ancestor of the Messiah. Consider some of
the evidence:
Of the sons of Jacob (Israel), his ﬁrstborn by
Leah was Reuben. Later, Jacob’s ﬁrst son by his
favored wife, Rachel, was Joseph. When Reuben
became guilty of misconduct, the right of ﬁrstborn passed to Joseph. (Gen. 29:31-35; 30:2225; 35:22-26; 49:22-26; 1 Chron. 5:1, 2) Still,
the Messianic line came down through neither
Reuben nor Joseph. It was through Judah, Jacob’s fourth son by Leah.—Gen. 49:10.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 34:1 -19) Now Dinah, Jacob’s
daughter by Leah, used to go out to spend
time with the young women of the land.
2 When Shechem, the son of Hamor the Hivite, a chieftain of the land, saw her, he took
her and lay down with her and violated her.
3 And he became very attached to Dinah, the
mwbr20.04-E
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young man did not delay in doing what they
asked, because he found delight in Jacob’s
daughter, and he was the most honorable of
the whole house of his father.
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
stand out as diﬀerent from this corrupt and
immoral world. Like Joseph’s special robe, the
conduct of true Christians makes them diﬀerent
from those around them. Such conduct sometimes incites jealousy and animosity. (1 Peter
4:4) Should a Christian hide his true identity as a servant of God? No—no more than
Joseph should have hidden his robe.—Luke
11:33.

MAY 4-10
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
36-37
“Joseph Becomes a Victim of Jealousy”
(Genesis 37:3, 4) Now Israel loved Joseph
more than all his other sons because he was
the son of his old age, and he had a special
robe made for him. 4 When his brothers saw
that their father loved him more than all his
brothers, they began to hate him, and they
could not speak peaceably to him.

(Genesis 37:5-9) Later Joseph had a dream
and told it to his brothers, and they found
further reason to hate him. 6 He said to them:
“Please listen to this dream that I had. 7 There
we were binding sheaves in the middle of the
ﬁeld when my sheaf got up and stood erect
and your sheaves encircled and bowed down
to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him: “Are
you really going to make yourself king over
us and dominate us?” So they found another reason to hate him, because of his dreams
and what he said. 9 After that he had still another dream, and he related it to his brothers:
“I have had another dream. This time the sun
and the moon and 11 stars were bowing down
to me.”

w14 8/1 12-13
“Please Listen to This Dream”
The Bible answers: “When his brothers saw that
their father loved him more than all his brothers, they began to hate him, and they could not
speak peaceably to him.” (Genesis 37:4) Their
jealousy may be understandable, but Joseph’s
brothers were unwise to give in to that poisonous emotion. (Proverbs 14:30; 27:4) Have you
ever found yourself seething with envy when
someone received attention or honor that you
wanted? Remember Joseph’s brothers. Their
jealousy led them to commit deeds that they
would come to regret deeply. Their example
serves to remind Christians that it is far wiser to “rejoice with those who rejoice.”—Romans
12:15.

(Genesis 37:11) And his brothers grew jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in
mind.
w14 8/1 13 ˚2-4
“Please Listen to This Dream”

Joseph surely sensed his brothers’ animosity.
So did he stash his fancy robe out of sight
when his brothers were near? He might have
been tempted to do so. Remember, though,
that Jacob wanted the robe to be a sign of
favor and love. Joseph wanted to live up to
his father’s trust in him, so he loyally wore
the garment. His example is useful for us. Although our own heavenly Father is never partial,
he does at times single out his loyal servants
and favor them. Furthermore, he asks them to
mwbr20.05-E

The dreams came from Jehovah God. They were
prophetic in nature, and God meant for Joseph
to pass along the message they contained. In
a sense, Joseph was to do what all the later
prophets did when they related God’s messages
and judgments to His wayward people.
Joseph tactfully said to his brothers: “Please
listen to this dream that I had.” His brothers understood the dream, and they did not like it one
1

bit. They answered: “Are you really going to
make yourself king over us and dominate us?”
The account adds: “So they found another reason to hate him, because of his dreams and
what he said.” When Joseph related the second
dream to his father as well as his brothers, the
reaction was not much better. We read: “His father rebuked him and said to him: ‘What is the
meaning of this dream of yours? Am I as well as
your mother and your brothers really going to
come and bow down to the earth to you?’ ”
However, Jacob kept thinking the matter over.
Might Jehovah be communicating with the boy?
—Genesis 37:6, 8, 10, 11.

Edom was the secondary name or byname given to Esau, Jacob’s twin brother. (Ge 36:1) It
was applied to him because of his selling his
birthright for the red stew. (Ge 25:30-34) Coincidentally, Esau at birth had had a very red
color (Ge 25:25), and a similar color prevailed in
parts of the land he and his descendants later
inhabited.

(Genesis 37:29-32) Later when Reuben returned to the waterpit and saw that Joseph
was not in the waterpit, he ripped his garments apart. 30 When he returned to his
brothers, he exclaimed: “The child is gone!
And I—what am I going to do?” 31 So they
took Joseph’s robe and slaughtered a male
goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 After
that they sent the special robe to their father and said: “This is what we found. Please
examine whether this is your son’s robe or
not.”

Joseph was neither the ﬁrst nor the last servant
of Jehovah to be asked to relay a prophetic
message that would prove to be unpopular and
even lead to persecution. Jesus was the greatest of such message bearers, and he told his
followers: “If they have persecuted me, they will
also persecute you.” (John 15:20) Christians of
all ages may learn much from the faith and
courage of young Joseph.

it-1 561-562
Custody

(Genesis 37:23, 24) So as soon as Joseph
came to his brothers, they stripped Joseph of
his robe, the special robe that he wore, 24 and
they took him and threw him into the waterpit. At the time the pit was empty; there was
no water in it.

When a shepherd or herdsman said he would
keep or guard a ﬂock or herd, he was indicating
legal acceptance of the custody of these animals. He was guaranteeing the owner that they
would be fed and not stolen, or else compensation would be paid. However, his responsibility
was not absolute, for the above law absolved
the guardian of liability in the case of an occurrence beyond normal human control, such
as attack by wild beasts. To be relieved of the
responsibility of custody, though, he had to submit evidence to the owner, as, for example, the
torn carcass. The owner, on examination of such
evidence, was bound to return a verdict of innocence on the part of the custodian.

(Genesis 37:28) And when the Midi·an·ite
merchants were passing by, they lifted Joseph up out of the waterpit and sold him to
the Ishma·el·ites for 20 pieces of silver. These
men took Joseph into Egypt.
Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 36:1) This is the history of Esau,
that is, Edom.

The same principle applied in general to any entrusted property, even in family relationships,
for example, the oldest brother was considered
the legal guardian of his younger brothers and

it-1 678
Edom
(Edom) [Red], Edomites (Edom·ites).
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distance away from Jacob his brother. 7 For
their goods had become too many for them
to dwell together, and the land where they
were residing was not able to sustain them
because of their herds. 8 So Esau took up
dwelling in the mountainous region of Seir.
Esau is Edom. 9 And this is the history of
Esau the father of Edom in the mountainous region of Seir. 10 These are the names
of the sons of Esau: Eli·phaz the son of
Adah, Esau’s wife; Reuel the son of Base·math, Esau’s wife. 11 The sons of Eli·phaz
were Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. 12 Timna became the concubine of
Eli·phaz, Esau’s son. In time she bore to Eli·phaz, Ama·lek. These are the sons of Adah,
Esau’s wife. 13 These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.
These were the sons of Base·math, Esau’s
wife. 14 These were the sons of O·hol·i·bamah
the daughter of Anah, the granddaughter
of Zibe·on, Esau’s wife, whom she bore to
Esau: Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. 15 These are
the sheikhs of the sons of Esau: The sons
of Eli·phaz, Esau’s ﬁrstborn: Sheikh Teman,
Sheikh Omar, Sheikh Zepho, Sheikh Kenaz,
16 Sheikh Korah, Sheikh Gatam, and Sheikh
Ama·lek. These are the sheikhs of Eli·phaz
in the land of Edom. These are the sons by
Adah. 17 These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s
son: Sheikh Nahath, Sheikh Zerah, Sheikh
Shammah, and Sheikh Mizzah. These are the
sheikhs of Reuel in the land of Edom. These
are the sons by Base·math, Esau’s wife.
18 Finally these are the sons of O·hol·i·bamah,
Esau’s wife: Sheikh Jeush, Sheikh Jalam,
and Sheikh Korah. These are the sheikhs of
O·hol·i·bamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s
wife. 19 These are the sons of Esau, and these
are their sheikhs. He is Edom.

sisters. Hence, we can understand the concern
that Reuben as an eldest son had for Joseph’s
life, as recorded at Genesis 37:18-30, when the
other brothers spoke of killing him. “He said:
‘Let us not strike his soul fatally.’ . . . ‘Do not
spill blood. . . . do not lay a violent hand upon
him.’ His purpose was to deliver him out of their
hand in order to return him to his father.” And
when Reuben discovered Joseph’s absence, his
anxiety was so extreme that “he ripped his garments apart” and exclaimed: “The child is gone!
And I—where am I really to go?” He knew that
he could be held accountable for the loss of
Joseph. To escape responsibility, the brothers
shrewdly fabricated evidence to the eﬀect that
Joseph had been killed by a wild beast. This
they did by soaking Joseph’s striped garment in
goat’s blood. They then submitted this evidence
to Jacob, their father and patriarchal judge, who
absolved Reuben of any responsibility because,
on the basis of Joseph’s blood-soaked garment
that his brothers presented as evidence, Jacob concluded that Joseph had been killed.—Ge
37:31-33.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 36:1 -19) This is the history
of Esau, that is, Edom. 2 Esau took his
wives from the daughters of Canaan:
Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite;
and O·hol·i·bamah the daughter of Anah,
the granddaughter of Zibe·on the Hivite;
3 and Base·math, Ishma·el’s daughter, the
sister of Ne·baioth. 4 And Adah bore Eli·phaz
to Esau, and Base·math bore Reuel, 5 and
O·hol·i·bamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau, who were
born to him in the land of Canaan. 6 After that Esau took his wives, his sons, his
daughters, all the members of his household,
his herd and all his other beasts, and all the
wealth he had accumulated in the land of
Canaan and he went to another land some
mwbr20.05-E
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he had left his garment in her hand and had
ﬂed outside, 14 she began to cry out to the
men of her house and to say to them: “Look!
He brought to us this Hebrew man to make us
a laughingstock. He came to me to lie down
with me, but I began to cry out at the top of
my voice.

MAY 11-17
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
38-39
“Jehovah Never Abandoned Joseph”
(Genesis 39:1) Now Joseph was taken down
to Egypt, and an Egyptian named Poti·phar,
a court oﬃcial of Pharaoh and chief of the
guard, bought him from the Ishma·el·ites
who had taken him down there.

(Genesis 39:20) So Joseph’s master took
him and gave him over to the prison, the
place where the prisoners of the king were
kept under arrest, and he remained there in
the prison.

w14 11/1 12 ˚4-5
“How Could I Commit This Great Badness?”

w14 11/1 14-15
“How Could I Commit This Great Badness?”

“Now Joseph was taken down to Egypt, and
an Egyptian named Potiphar, a court oﬃcial of
Pharaoh and chief of the guard, bought him
from the Ishmaelites who had taken him down
there.” (Genesis 39:1) In those few words, the
Bible account helps us to imagine the humiliation of a young man as he was sold once
again. He was mere property! We may think
of Joseph following his new master, an Egyptian court oﬃcial, through bustling city streets
crowded with bazaars as they head toward Joseph’s new home.

We know little of what Egyptian prisons were
like in those days. Archaeologists have found
the ruins of such places—great fortresslike
structures with cells and dungeons. Joseph later described the place with a word that literally
means “the pit,” which suggests a lightless
and hopeless place. (Genesis 40:15, footnote)
In the book of Psalms, we learn that Joseph
was subjected to further torment: “With fetters
they bound his feet; his neck was put in irons.”
(Psalm 105:17, 18) The Egyptians sometimes put
prisoners in restraints that pinioned their arms
behind them at the elbows; others bore iron collars clasped at their necks. How Joseph must
have suﬀered to be so mistreated—when he had
done nothing to deserve it!

Home! It was a far cry from anything Joseph
had ever called home. He had grown up in a
nomadic family who dwelled in tents as they
moved frequently and tended their ﬂocks of
sheep. Here, such wealthy Egyptians as Potiphar
lived in elegant, brightly painted houses. Archaeologists report that the ancient Egyptians
were fond of lush, walled gardens with shade
trees and quiet pools for growing papyrus, lotus, and other water plants. Some houses sat
secluded within gardens, with porches for enjoying the breeze, high windows for ventilation,
and many rooms, including a large dining room
and quarters for servants.

What is more, this was no brief setback. The account says that Joseph “remained there in the
prison.” He spent years in that terrible place!
And Joseph did not know if he would ever be
released. As those ﬁrst shocking days dragged
into weeks, then months, how did he keep from
falling into hopelessness and despair?
The account gives us this reassuring answer:
“Jehovah continued with Joseph and kept showing loyal love to him.” (Genesis 39:21) No prison
walls, no fetters, no lightless dungeons can
keep Jehovah’s loyal love from reaching his ser-

(Genesis 39:12-14) Then she grabbed hold
of him by his garment and said: “Lie down
with me!” But he left his garment in her hand
and ﬂed outside. 13 As soon as she saw that
mwbr20.05-E
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vants. (Romans 8:38, 39) We may well imagine
Joseph pouring out his agony to his dear heavenly Father in prayer and then receiving the kind
of peace and calm that only “the God of all
comfort” can provide. (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4; Philippians 4:6, 7) What else did Jehovah do for
Joseph? We read that he kept granting Joseph
“favor in the eyes of the chief oﬃcer of the
prison.”

wife, he wasted his semen on the ground so
as not to give oﬀspring to his brother. 10 What
he did was bad in the eyes of Jehovah, so he
also put him to death.

(Genesis 39:21-23) But Jehovah continued
with Joseph and kept showing loyal love to
him and granting him favor in the eyes of the
chief oﬃcer of the prison. 22 So the chief ofﬁcer of the prison put Joseph in charge of
all the prisoners in the prison, and everything
that they were doing there, he was the one
having it done. 23 The chief oﬃcer of the prison was looking after absolutely nothing that
was in Joseph’s care, for Jehovah was with
Joseph and Jehovah made whatever he did
successful.

A son of Judah, his second by the Canaanite
daughter of Shua. (Ge 38:2-4; 1Ch 2:3) After Onan’s childless older brother Er was put
to death by Jehovah for wrongdoing, Onan
was told by Judah to perform brother-in-law
marriage with Er’s widow Tamar. If a son was
produced, he would not be the founder of
Onan’s family, and the ﬁrstborn’s inheritance
would belong to him as an heir to Er; whereas
if no heir came, Onan would get the inheritance for himself. When Onan had relations with
Tamar, he “wasted his semen on the earth” instead of giving it to her. This was not an act of
masturbation on the part of Onan, for the account says “when he did have relations with
his brother’s wife” he spilled his semen. Apparently it was a case of “coitus interruptus,” in
which Onan purposely prevented ejaculation of
his semen into Tamar’s genital tract. For his
disobedience to his father, his covetousness,
and his sin against the divine arrangement of
marriage, not for self-abuse, Onan, himself also
childless, was put to death by Jehovah.—Ge 38:
6-10; 46:12; Nu 26:19.

it-2 555
Onan
(Onan) [from a root meaning “generative power; dynamic energy”].

w14 11/1 15 ˚2
“How Could I Commit This Great Badness?”
The account gives us this reassuring answer:
“Jehovah continued with Joseph and kept showing loyal love to him.” (Genesis 39:21) No prison
walls, no fetters, no lightless dungeons can keep
Jehovah’s loyal love from reaching his servants.
(Romans 8:38, 39) We may well imagine Joseph pouring out his agony to his dear heavenly
Father in prayer and then receiving the kind
of peace and calm that only “the God of all
comfort” can provide. (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4; Philippians 4:6, 7) What else did Jehovah do for
Joseph? We read that he kept granting Joseph
“favor in the eyes of the chief oﬃcer of the prison.”

(Genesis 38:15-18) When Judah caught sight
of her, he at once took her for a prostitute, because she had covered her face.
16 So he turned aside to her by the road
and said: “Allow me, please, to have relations with you,” for he did not know that she
was his daughter-in-law. However, she said:
“What will you give me that you may have
relations with me?” 17 To this he said: “I will
send a young goat from my herd.” But she

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 38:9, 10) But Onan knew that the
oﬀspring would not be considered his. So
when he did have relations with his brother’s
mwbr20.05-E
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said: “Will you give a security until you send
it?” 18 He continued: “What security should I
give you?” to which she said: “Your seal ring
and your cord and your rod that is in your
hand.” Then he gave them to her and had relations with her, and she became pregnant by
him.

son and named him Onan. 5 Yet again she
bore a son and named him Shelah. He was
in Achzib when she bore him. 6 In time Judah took a wife for Er his ﬁrstborn, and her
name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s ﬁrstborn,
was displeasing to Jehovah; so Jehovah put
him to death. 8 In view of that, Judah said
to Onan: “Have relations with your brother’s wife and perform brother-in-law marriage
with her and raise up oﬀspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the oﬀspring would
not be considered his. So when he did have
relations with his brother’s wife, he wasted his
semen on the ground so as not to give oﬀspring to his brother. 10 What he did was bad
in the eyes of Jehovah, so he also put him to
death. 11 Judah said to Tamar his daughterin-law: “Dwell as a widow in the house of
your father until my son Shelah grows up,”
for he said to himself: ‘He too may die like
his brothers.’ So Tamar went and stayed in
her own father’s house. 12 Some time passed,
and Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua, died.
Judah kept the mourning period, and then he
went to his sheepshearers in Timnah with his
companion Hirah the A·dullam·ite. 13 Tamar
was told: “Here your father-in-law is going up
to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 14 With that
she removed her widow’s clothing and veiled
herself and covered herself with a shawl and
sat down at the entrance of E·naim, which
is on the road to Timnah, for she saw that
Shelah had grown up and yet she had not
been given to him as a wife. 15 When Judah
caught sight of her, he at once took her for
a prostitute, because she had covered her
face. 16 So he turned aside to her by the road
and said: “Allow me, please, to have relations
with you,” for he did not know that she was
his daughter-in-law. However, she said: “What
will you give me that you may have relations
with me?” 17 To this he said: “I will send a

w04 1/15 30 ˚4-5
Questions From Readers
Judah acted wrongly in that he did not give Tamar to his son Shelah as promised. He also
had relations with a woman he thought was a
temple prostitute. This was contrary to God’s
purpose, which was for a man to have sexual relations only in the marriage arrangement.
(Genesis 2:24) In reality, though, Judah did not
have relations with a harlot. Rather, he unwittingly took the place of his son Shelah in
performing brother-in-law marriage and thus fathered legal oﬀspring.
As for Tamar, her course was not an immoral
one. Her twin sons were not considered to be
the sons of fornication. When Boaz of Bethlehem took the Moabitess Ruth in brother-in-law
marriage, the elders of Bethlehem spoke favorably of Tamar’s son Perez, saying to Boaz: “May
your house become like the house of Perez,
whom Tamar bore to Judah, from the oﬀspring
that Jehovah will give you out of this young
woman.” (Ruth 4:12) Perez is also listed among
the ancestors of Jesus Christ.—Matthew 1:1-3;
Luke 3:23-33.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 38:1-19) About that time Judah left
his brothers and pitched his tent near an
A·dullam·ite man named Hirah. 2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaan·ite
named Shua. So he took her and had relations with her, 3 and she became pregnant.
Later she bore a son, and he named him Er.
4 Again she became pregnant and bore a
mwbr20.05-E
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young goat from my herd.” But she said: “Will
you give a security until you send it?” 18 He
continued: “What security should I give you?”
to which she said: “Your seal ring and your
cord and your rod that is in your hand.” Then
he gave them to her and had relations with
her, and she became pregnant by him. 19 After
that she got up and went away and removed
her shawl and clothed herself with her widow’s clothing.

another seven ears, wind-parched and sickly,
sprouted up and devoured the choice ones. In
the morning, Pharaoh awoke deeply agitated
over the dreams, so he called on all his wise
men and magic-practicing priests to interpret
them. They all failed. (Genesis 41:1-8) Whether
that means that they were dumbfounded or that
they came up with a variety of conﬂicting ideas,
we do not know. At any rate, Pharaoh was let
down—yet he was more desperate than ever to
ﬁnd an answer to this puzzle.

MAY 18-24

Finally, the cupbearer remembered Joseph! His
conscience stung him, and he told Pharaoh
about the remarkable young man in prison
who two years earlier had correctly interpreted
his dream and that of the baker. Immediately,
Pharaoh had Joseph summoned from prison.
—Genesis 41:9-13.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
40-41
“Jehovah Delivers Joseph”
(Genesis 41:9-13) At that the chief cupbearer spoke with Pharaoh, saying: “I am
confessing my sins today. 10 Pharaoh was indignant at his servants. So he committed me
to the jail of the house of the chief of the
guard, both me and the chief baker. 11 After
that we each had a dream on the same night.
He and I each had a dream with its own interpretation. 12 And there with us was a young
Hebrew man, a servant of the chief of the
guard. When we related them to him, he interpreted for us the meaning of each dream.
13 It happened exactly as he had interpreted
to us. I was restored to my oﬃce, but the other man was hanged.”

(Genesis 41:16) At this Joseph answered
Pharaoh: “I need not be considered! God will
speak concerning Pharaoh’s welfare.”
(Genesis 41:29-32) “There are to be seven
years of great abundance in all the land of
Egypt. 30 But seven years of famine will certainly arise after them, and all the abundance
in the land of Egypt will certainly be forgotten, and the famine will exhaust the land.
31 And the previous abundance in the land
will not be remembered because of the famine afterward, for it will be very severe. 32 The
dream was given twice to Pharaoh because
the matter has been ﬁrmly established by the
true God, and the true God will soon carry it
out.

w15 2/1 14 ˚4-5
“Do Not Interpretations Belong to God?”
The cupbearer may have forgotten Joseph, but
Jehovah never did. One night, he sent Pharaoh
a pair of unforgettable dreams. In the ﬁrst, the
king saw seven ﬁne-looking, fat cows emerge
from the Nile River, followed by seven ugly, thin
cows. The thin ones devoured the fat ones.
Later, Pharaoh dreamed that he saw a stalk
of grain sprouting seven choice ears. But then
mwbr20.05-E
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“Do Not Interpretations Belong to God?”
Jehovah loves humble, faithful people, so it is
no wonder that he gave Joseph the answer
that had eluded the wise men and priests. Joseph explained that Pharaoh’s two dreams had
the same meaning. By repeating the message,
7

w15 11/1 9 ˚1-3
Did You Know?

Jehovah was signifying that the matter was
“ﬁrmly established”—absolutely sure of fulﬁllment. The fat cows and the healthy ears of grain
represented seven years of plenty in Egypt,
while the lean cows and the sickly ears of grain
pictured seven years of famine that would follow
the years of plenty. That famine would devour
the land’s abundance.—Genesis 41:25-32.

Why did Joseph shave before seeing Pharaoh?
According to the Genesis account, Pharaoh ordered that the Hebrew prisoner Joseph be
quickly brought before him to interpret his troubling dreams. By this time, Joseph had been
imprisoned for a number of years. Despite the
urgency of Pharaoh’s summons, Joseph took
the time to shave. (Genesis 39:20-23; 41:1, 14)
That the writer mentions this seemingly insignificant detail at all shows that he was familiar
with Egyptian customs.

(Genesis 41:38-40) So Pharaoh said to his
servants: “Can another man be found like
this one in whom there is the spirit of God?”
39 Pharaoh then said to Joseph: “Since God
has caused you to know all of this, there is
no one as discreet and wise as you. 40 You
will personally be over my house, and all my
people will obey you implicitly. Only in my role
as king will I be greater than you.”

Letting one’s beard grow was the norm among
many ancient nations, including the Hebrews. In
contrast, “the ancient Egyptians were the only
Oriental nation who objected to wearing the
beard,” says McClintock and Strong’s Cyclopedia of Biblical, Theological, and Ecclesiastical
Literature.

w15 2/1 15 ˚3
“Do Not Interpretations Belong to God?”
Pharaoh was as good as his word. Joseph was
soon clothed in ﬁne linen. Pharaoh gave him a
gold necklace, a signet ring, a royal chariot, and
full authority to travel through the land and put
his plan into eﬀect. (Genesis 41:42-44) Within
the space of a day, then, Joseph went from prison to palace. He awoke a lowly convict, and he
fell asleep as the ruler second to Pharaoh. How
clear that Joseph’s faith in Jehovah God was
justiﬁed! Jehovah saw all the injustices that his
servant had suﬀered through the years. He addressed those issues at just the right time and
in just the right way. Jehovah had in mind not
only correcting the wrongs done to Joseph but
also preserving the future nation of Israel. We
will see how that was so in a future article in
this series.

Was shaving limited to the beard? The magazine Biblical Archaeology Review suggests that
some Egyptian ceremonial customs required a
man to prepare to appear before Pharaoh as he
would to enter a temple. In such a case, Joseph
would have had to shave all the hair of his head
and body.

(Genesis 41:33) “So now let Pharaoh look
for a man who is discreet and wise and place
him over the land of Egypt.
w09 11/15 28 ˚14
Displaying Good Manners as Ministers of God
14

Godly parents in Bible times made sure that
their children learned basic points of courtesy
in the home. Consider the polite way in which
Abraham and his son Isaac addressed each other at Genesis 22:7. The good training from his
parents was evident also in the case of Joseph.
When imprisoned, he was courteous even to his
fellow prisoners. (Gen. 40:8, 14) His words to
Pharaoh show that he had learned the proper

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 41:14) So Pharaoh sent for Joseph,
and they brought him quickly from the prison. He shaved and changed his clothes and
went in to Pharaoh.
mwbr20.05-E
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cupbearer. 14 Nevertheless, you must remember me when things go well with you. Please
show me loyal love and mention me to Pharaoh, in order to get me out of this place.
15 I was, in fact, kidnapped from the land of
the Hebrews, and I have not done anything
here for which they should put me in prison.” 16 When the chief baker saw that Joseph
had interpreted something good, he said to
him: “I too was in my dream, and there were
three baskets of white bread on my head,
17 and in the top basket, there were all sorts
of baked goods for Pharaoh, and there were
birds eating them out of the basket on top of
my head.” 18 Then Joseph answered, “This is
its interpretation: The three baskets are three
days. 19 Three days from now, Pharaoh will
behead you and will hang you on a stake, and
the birds will eat your ﬂesh from you.” 20 Now
the third day was Pharaoh’s birthday, and
he made a feast for all his servants, and he
brought out both the chief cupbearer and the
chief baker in the presence of his servants.
21 And he returned the chief cupbearer to his
post of cupbearer, and he continued to hand
the cup to Pharaoh. 22 But he hanged the
chief baker, just as Joseph had interpreted to
them. 23 However, the chief cupbearer did not
remember Joseph; he kept forgetting him.

way to address a person of high oﬃce.—Gen.
41:16, 33, 34.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 40:1-23) After these things, the
chief cupbearer of the king of Egypt and the
chief baker sinned against their lord, the king
of Egypt. 2 So Pharaoh grew indignant at
his two oﬃcers, the chief cupbearer and the
chief baker, 3 and he committed them to the
jail of the house of the chief of the guard,
to the place where Joseph was a prisoner.
4 Then the chief of the guard assigned Joseph to be with them and to take care of
them, and they remained in jail for some time.
5 The cupbearer and the baker of the king
of Egypt, who were conﬁned in the prison,
each had a dream on the same night, and
each dream had its own interpretation. 6 The
next morning, when Joseph came in and saw
them, they looked dejected. 7 So he asked
the oﬃcers of Pharaoh who were in custody with him in his master’s house: “Why are
your faces gloomy today?” 8 At this they said
to him: “We each had a dream, but there
is no interpreter with us.” Joseph said to
them: “Do not interpretations belong to God?
Relate it to me, please.” 9 So the chief cupbearer related his dream to Joseph, saying
to him: “In my dream, there was a vine before me. 10 And on the vine, there were three
twigs, and as it was sprouting shoots, it blossomed, and its clusters ripened into grapes.
11 And Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand, and I
took the grapes and squeezed them out into
Pharaoh’s cup. After that I put the cup in
Pharaoh’s hand.” 12 Then Joseph said to him:
“This is its interpretation: The three twigs are
three days. 13 Three days from now, Pharaoh
will bring you out, restoring you to your ofﬁce, and you will put Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand as you did before when you were his
mwbr20.05-E

MAY 25-31
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
42-43
“Joseph Shows Great Self-Control”
(Genesis 42:5-7) So Israel’s sons came along
with the others who were coming to buy, because the famine had extended to the land of
Canaan. 6 Joseph was the man in authority over the land, and he was the one who
sold grain to all the people of the earth. So
Joseph’s brothers came and bowed low to
9

him with their faces to the ground. 7 When
Joseph saw his brothers, he immediately recognized them, but he concealed his identity
from them. So he spoke harshly with them
and said: “Where have you come from?” to
which they said: “From the land of Canaan
to buy food.”

Pharaoh lives, you are spies.” 17 With that he
put them together in custody for three days.
w15 5/1 14 ˚2
“Am I in the Place of God?”
Joseph launched into a series of tests designed
to reveal who his brothers were at heart. He
started by speaking to them harshly, through
an interpreter, accusing them of being foreign spies. To defend themselves, they told him
about their family—including the key fact that
they had a younger brother still at home. Joseph tried to hide his excitement. Was his little
brother really alive? Now Joseph knew how to
proceed. He said: “By this you will be tested,”
and then he told them that he must see this
youngest brother. In time, he agreed to let them
return home to fetch the youngest if one of
them would agree to remain behind as a hostage.—Genesis 42:9-20.

w15 5/1 13 ˚5
“Am I in the Place of God?”
What about Joseph? He recognized his brothers
right away! What is more, when he saw them
there bowing before him, his thoughts ﬂew back
to his boyhood. The account tells us that “Joseph immediately remembered the dreams” that
Jehovah had given him when he was but a
boy, dreams foretelling a time when his brothers would be bowing low before him—exactly
as they now were! (Genesis 37:2, 5-9; 42:7, 9)
What would Joseph do? Embrace them? Take
revenge?

(Genesis 42:21, 22) And they said to one
another: “We are surely being punished on
account of our brother, because we saw his
distress when he begged us to show compassion, but we did not listen. That is why this
distress has come upon us.” 22 Then Reuben
answered them: “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not
sin against the child,’ but you would not listen? Now his blood is certainly being asked
back.”

w15 5/1 14 ˚1
“Am I in the Place of God?”
You are not likely ever to ﬁnd yourself in that
unusual position. However, strife and division
within the family are common in today’s world.
When we face such challenges, we may tend
simply to follow our heart and act on our imperfect impulses. It is much wiser to imitate
Joseph and try to discern how God wants us to
handle matters. (Proverbs 14:12) Remember, as
important as it is to make peace with family
members, peace with Jehovah and his Son is
even more vital.—Matthew 10:37.

it-2 108 ˚4
Joseph
In view of these developments, Joseph’s half
brothers began to sense divine retribution on
them for having sold him into slavery years earlier. In front of their brother, whom they still did
not recognize, they discussed their guilt. On
overhearing their words reﬂecting repentance,
Joseph was so emotionally overcome that he
had to leave their presence and weep. On returning, he had Simeon bound until such time
as they would come back with their youngest
brother.—Ge 42:21-24.

(Genesis 42:14-17) However, Joseph said to
them: “It is just as I said to you—‘You are
spies!’ 15 By this you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh lives, you will not leave this
place until your youngest brother comes here.
16 Send one of you to bring your brother
while you remain in bondage. In this way, your
words may be tested out to see if you are telling the truth. And if not, then, as surely as
mwbr20.05-E
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Digging for Spiritual Gems

Egyptian caste system. Or it could be that since
the land available for cultivation was limited, the
Egyptians despised those seeking pasture for
ﬂocks.

(Genesis 42:22) Then Reuben answered
them: “Did I not say to you, ‘Do not sin
against the child,’ but you would not listen?
Now his blood is certainly being asked back.”

Bible Reading

(Genesis 42:37) But Reuben said to his father: “You may put to death my own two sons
if I do not bring him back to you. Give him
over to my care, and I will return him to you.”

(Genesis 42:1-20) When Jacob learned that
there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons:
“Why do you just keep looking at one another?” 2 He added: “I have heard that there is
grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy some
for us, so that we may stay alive and not
die.” 3 So ten of Joseph’s brothers went down
to buy grain from Egypt. 4 But Jacob did
not send Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, with his
other brothers, for he said: “Perhaps a fatal accident may befall him.” 5 So Israel’s
sons came along with the others who were
coming to buy, because the famine had extended to the land of Canaan. 6 Joseph was
the man in authority over the land, and he
was the one who sold grain to all the people of the earth. So Joseph’s brothers came
and bowed low to him with their faces to
the ground. 7 When Joseph saw his brothers,
he immediately recognized them, but he concealed his identity from them. So he spoke
harshly with them and said: “Where have you
come from?” to which they said: “From the
land of Canaan to buy food.” 8 Thus Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not
recognize him. 9 Joseph immediately remembered the dreams that he had dreamed about
them, and he said to them: “You are spies!
You have come to see the vulnerable areas
of the land!” 10 Then they said to him: “No,
my lord, but your servants have come to buy
food. 11 We are all sons of but one man. We
are upright men. Your servants do not act as
spies.” 12 But he said to them: “Not so! You
have come to see the vulnerable areas of the
land!” 13 At this they said: “Your servants are

it-2 795
Reuben
Some of Reuben’s good qualities displayed
themselves when he persuaded his nine brothers to throw Joseph into a dry well instead of
killing him, Reuben intending to return secretly
and deliver Joseph out of the well. (Ge 37:1830) More than 20 years later when these same
brothers reasoned that the spy charges against
them down in Egypt were due to their mistreatment of Joseph, Reuben reminded the others
that he had not shared in their plot on Joseph’s
life. (Ge 42:9-14, 21, 22) Again, when Jacob refused to let Benjamin accompany his brothers
on their second trip to Egypt, it was Reuben
who oﬀered his own two sons as surety, saying:
“You may put [them] to death if I do not bring
[Benjamin] back to you.”—Ge 42:37.

(Genesis 43:32) They served him by himself
and them by themselves, and the Egyptians with him ate by themselves, for the
Egyptians could not eat a meal with the Hebrews, because that is a detestable thing to
the Egyptians.
w04 1/15 29 ˚1
Highlights From the Book of Genesis—II
43:32—Why was eating a meal with the Hebrews detestable to the Egyptians? This may
largely have been because of religious prejudice or racial pride. The Egyptians also detested
shepherds. (Genesis 46:34) Why? Sheepherders
may simply have been near the bottom in the
mwbr20.05-E
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12 brothers. We are the sons of but one man
in the land of Canaan, and the youngest is
now with our father, whereas the other one is
no more.” 14 However, Joseph said to them: “It
is just as I said to you—‘You are spies!’ 15 By
this you will be tested: As surely as Pharaoh
lives, you will not leave this place until your
youngest brother comes here. 16 Send one of
you to bring your brother while you remain in
bondage. In this way, your words may be tested out to see if you are telling the truth. And
if not, then, as surely as Pharaoh lives, you
are spies.” 17 With that he put them together
in custody for three days. 18 Joseph said to
them on the third day: “Do this and live, for I
fear God. 19 If you are upright, let one of your
brothers remain in bondage in your house of
custody, but the rest of you may go and take
grain to alleviate the famine in your households. 20 Then bring your youngest brother to
me, so that your words will be found trustworthy and you will not die.” And they did so.
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
heartrending plea: “How can I return to my father without the boy along with me? I could not
bear looking on when this calamity befalls my
father!” (Genesis 44:18-34) Here, now, was evidence of a changed man. Not only did he show
a repentant spirit but he even showed an admirable degree of empathy, selﬂessness, and
compassion.

JUNE 1-7
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
44-45
“Joseph Forgives His Brothers”
(Genesis 44:1, 2) Later he commanded the
man who was over his house: “Fill the bags
of the men with as much food as they can
carry, and place the money of each one in
the mouth of his bag. 2 But you must place
my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the
bag of the youngest, along with the money
for his grain.” So he did as Joseph had instructed.

Joseph could bear no more. He had to release
the emotion that was pent up within him. Dismissing all his servants, he wept so loudly that
the sound carried to Pharaoh’s palace. Then
he revealed himself at last: “I am Joseph your
brother.” He embraced his stunned brothers and
kindly extended forgiveness for all that they had
done to him. (Genesis 45:1-15) He thus reﬂected
the disposition of Jehovah, who forgives generously. (Psalm 86:5) Do we do likewise?

w15 5/1 14-15
“Am I in the Place of God?”
Joseph then sprang his trap. He had his brothers pursued, arrested, and accused of stealing
the cup. When it was found in Benjamin’s bag,
all of them were brought back to Joseph. Now
Joseph had a chance to learn what kind of men
his brothers were. Judah acted as their spokesman. He pleaded for mercy, even oﬀering that
all 11 of them become slaves in Egypt. Joseph
countered that Benjamin alone must remain in
Egypt as a slave but that all the rest of them
must leave.—Genesis 44:2-17.

(Genesis 44:33, 34) So now, please, let your
slave stay instead of the boy as my master’s
slave, in order that the boy may return with
his brothers. 34 How can I return to my father
without the boy along with me? I could not
bear looking on when this calamity befalls my
father!”
(Genesis 45:4, 5) So Joseph said to his
brothers: “Come close to me, please.” With
that they came close to him. Then he said: “I
am Joseph your brother, whom you sold into
Egypt. 5 But now do not be upset and do not
reproach one another because you sold me
here; because God has sent me ahead of you
for the preservation of life.

Judah was moved to respond with an impassioned speech. “He is the only remaining son of
his mother, and his father loves him,” Judah
said. Those words must have touched Joseph,
for he was the older son of Jacob’s beloved
wife Rachel, who had died while giving birth
to Benjamin. Joseph, like his father, evidently cherished memories of Rachel. Perhaps that
connection made Benjamin even dearer to Joseph.—Genesis 35:18-20; 44:20.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 44:13) Then they ripped their garments apart, and each of them lifted his load
back onto his donkey and returned to the
city.

Judah went on to implore Joseph not to enslave
Benjamin. He even oﬀered to become a slave in
Benjamin’s place. Then he concluded with this
mwbr20.06-E
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it-2 813
Ripping of Garments

without cause? Remember that our principal adversaries are Satan and the demons. (Ephesians
6:12) While some humans knowingly and deliberately persecute us, many of those who oppose
God’s people do so out of ignorance or are manipulated by others. (Daniel 6:4-16; 1 Timothy 1:
12, 13) Jehovah desires that “all sorts of men”
have the opportunity to “be saved and come
to an accurate knowledge of truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) Indeed, some former opposers are now
our Christian brothers as a result of having observed our blameless conduct. (1 Peter 2:12) In
addition, we can draw a lesson from the example of Jacob’s son Joseph. Although Joseph
suﬀered greatly on account of his half brothers,
he did not harbor animosity toward them. Why
not? Because he discerned that Jehovah’s hand
was in the matter, maneuvering events in order
to fulﬁll His purpose. (Genesis 45:4-8) Jehovah
can likewise cause any unjust suﬀering we may
undergo to work out for the glory of his name.
—1 Peter 4:16.

A common sign of grief among the Jews, as
well as among other Orientals, particularly upon
hearing of the death of a near relative. In many
cases such ripping consisted of a rending of the
garment in front just suﬃcient to lay open the
breast, thus not necessarily a complete ripping
of the garment so as to make it unﬁt for wearing.
The ﬁrst instance of this practice recorded in
the Bible is that of Reuben, Jacob’s eldest son,
who, upon returning and not ﬁnding Joseph in
the waterpit, ripped his garments apart, saying:
“The child is gone! And I—where am I really
to go?” As the ﬁrstborn, Reuben was particularly responsible for his younger brother. His
father Jacob when told of the supposed death
of his son likewise ripped his mantles apart and
put on sackcloth in mourning (Ge 37:29, 30,
34), and down in Egypt Joseph’s half brothers showed their grief by ripping their garments
apart, when Benjamin was made to appear as a
thief.—Ge 44:13.

Bible Reading
(Genesis 45:1-15) At this Joseph could no
longer control himself before all his attendants. So he cried out: “Have everyone leave
me!” No one else stayed with him while Joseph made himself known to his brothers.
2 Then he began to weep so loudly that
the Egyptians heard it and Pharaoh’s house
heard it. 3 Finally Joseph said to his brothers:
“I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But
his brothers were unable to answer him at all,
because they were astonished on account of
him. 4 So Joseph said to his brothers: “Come
close to me, please.” With that they came
close to him. Then he said: “I am Joseph your
brother, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 But now
do not be upset and do not reproach one
another because you sold me here; because
God has sent me ahead of you for the preservation of life. 6 This is the second year of

(Genesis 45:5-8) But now do not be upset
and do not reproach one another because
you sold me here; because God has sent me
ahead of you for the preservation of life.
6 This is the second year of the famine in the
land, and there are yet ﬁve years in which
there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God
sent me ahead of you in order to preserve
for you a remnant on the earth and to keep
you alive by a great deliverance. 8 So, then,
it was not you who sent me here, but it was
the true God, in order to appoint me as chief
adviser to Pharaoh and lord for all his house
and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
w04 8/15 15 ˚15
Hated Without Cause
15

What can help us not to become consumed
with bitterness toward those who hate us
mwbr20.06-E
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w87 5/1 15 ˚2
Preserving Life in Time of Famine

the famine in the land, and there are yet ﬁve
years in which there will be no plowing or harvest. 7 But God sent me ahead of you in order
to preserve for you a remnant on the earth
and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.
8 So, then, it was not you who sent me here,
but it was the true God, in order to appoint
me as chief adviser to Pharaoh and lord for
all his house and ruler over all the land of
Egypt. 9 “Return quickly to my father, and
you must say to him, ‘This is what your son
Joseph has said: “God has appointed me lord
over all Egypt. Come down to me. Do not delay. 10 You must dwell in the land of Goshen,
where you will be near me—you, your sons,
your grandsons, your ﬂocks, your herds, and
everything you have. 11 I will supply you with
food there, for there are yet ﬁve years of
famine. Otherwise, you and your house and
everything you have will come to poverty.” ’
12 You and my brother Benjamin can now
see with your own eyes that I am really the
one speaking to you. 13 So you must tell my
father about all my glory in Egypt and everything you have seen. Now hurry and bring my
father down here.” 14 Then he embraced his
brother Benjamin and gave way to weeping,
and Benjamin wept with his arms around his
neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and
wept over them, and after that his brothers
spoke with him.

2

The seven years of plenty ended, and the famine began as Jehovah had foretold—a famine
not just in Egypt but “over all the surface of the
earth.” When the famished people in Egypt began to cry out to Pharaoh for bread, Pharaoh
told them: “Go to Joseph. Whatever he says to
you, you are to do.” Joseph sold grain to the
Egyptians until their money ran out. Then he accepted their livestock in payment. Finally, the
people came to Joseph, saying: “Buy us and
our land for bread, and we together with our
land will become slaves to Pharaoh.” So Joseph
bought all the land of the Egyptians for Pharaoh.—Genesis 41:53-57; 47:13-20.

(Genesis 47:16) Then Joseph said: “If your
money has run out, hand over your livestock,
and I will give you food in exchange for your
livestock.”
(Genesis 47:19, 20) Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy
us and our land in exchange for food, and
we together with our land will become slaves
to Pharaoh. Give us seed so that we may
live and not die and that our land may not
become desolate.” 20 Joseph then bought all
the land of the Egyptians for Pharaoh because every Egyptian sold his ﬁeld, for the
famine was very severe; and the land became
Pharaoh’s.
(Genesis 47:23-25) Then Joseph said to the
people: “See, I have today bought you and
your land for Pharaoh. Here is seed for you,
and you must sow the land with it. 24 When
it produces, give a ﬁfth to Pharaoh, but four
parts will be yours as seed for the ﬁeld and
as food for you and for those in your houses and for your children to eat.” 25 So they
said: “You have preserved our lives. Let us
ﬁnd favor in the eyes of my lord, and we will
become slaves to Pharaoh.”

JUNE 8-14
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
46-47
“Relief From Famine”
(Genesis 47:13) Now there was no food in
all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt and the land of
Canaan became exhausted as a result of the
famine.
mwbr20.06-E
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kr 234-235 ˚11-12
The Kingdom Carries Out God’s Will on Earth

(Genesis 46:26, 27) All those who descended from Jacob and went into Egypt with him,
aside from the wives of Jacob’s sons, were
66. 27 Joseph’s sons who were born to him in
Egypt were two. All the people of the house
of Jacob who came into Egypt were 70.

11

Abundance. The world suﬀers from spiritual
famine. The Bible warned: “ ‘Look! The days are
coming,’ declares the Sovereign Lord Jehovah,
‘when I will send a famine into the land, not a
famine for bread or a thirst for water, but for
hearing the words of Jehovah.’ ” (Amos 8:11)
Do the citizens of God’s Kingdom suﬀer famine
too? Jehovah foretold the following contrast between his people and his enemies: “My servants
will eat, but you will go hungry. Look! My servants will drink, but you will go thirsty. Look! My
servants will rejoice, but you will suﬀer shame.”
(Isa. 65:13) Have you observed the fulﬁllment of
those words?

nwtsty study note on Ac 7:14
75 persons in all: Stephen may not be quoting
a particular verse from the Hebrew Scriptures
when he gives the total number of Jacob’s family in Egypt as 75. This ﬁgure is not found in
the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Scriptures. Ge
46:26 says: “All those who descended from Jacob and went into Egypt with him, aside from
the wives of Jacob’s sons, were 66.” Verse 27
continues: “All the people of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were 70.” Here the
people are counted in two diﬀerent ways, the
ﬁrst ﬁgure apparently including only his natural
descendants and the second ﬁgure giving the
total of those who came into Egypt. The number of Jacob’s descendants is also mentioned at
Ex 1:5 and De 10:22, where the ﬁgure “70” is
given. Stephen apparently gives a third ﬁgure
that includes more of Jacob’s extended family.
Some suggest that it includes sons and grandsons of Joseph’s sons Manasseh and Ephraim,
who are mentioned in the Septuagint translation of Ge 46:20. Others suggest that it includes
the wives of Jacob’s sons, who are speciﬁcally
excluded from the ﬁgure given at Ge 46:26. So
the ﬁgure “75” may be a grand total. This ﬁgure, though, may have a basis in copies of the
Hebrew Scriptures circulating in the ﬁrst century C.E. For years, scholars have known that
“75” was the ﬁgure given at Ge 46:27 and Ex
1:5 in the Greek Septuagint. Additionally, in the
20th century, two Dead Sea Scroll fragments of
Ex 1:5 in Hebrew were discovered, and they also
use the ﬁgure “75.” Stephen’s ﬁgure may be
based on one of those ancient texts. Regardless
of which idea is correct, Stephen’s ﬁgure simply
reﬂects a diﬀerent way of counting the total
number of Jacob’s descendants.
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Spiritual provisions ﬂow to us like an everbroadening and ever-deepening river. Our
Bible-based publications—as well as recordings
and videos, our meetings and conventions, and
the material published on our Web site—together amount to an ongoing ﬂood tide of spiritual
sustenance in this spiritually starving world.
(Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18) Are you not thrilled
to see the fulﬁllment of Jehovah’s promises of
abundance in your daily life? Do you make sure
that you feed regularly at Jehovah’s table?

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 46:4) I myself will go down with you
to Egypt, and I myself will also bring you back
from there, and Joseph will lay his hand on
your eyes.”
it-1 220 ˚1
Attitudes and Gestures
Laying hand on eyes of deceased. Jehovah’s
expression to Jacob, “Joseph will lay his hand
upon your eyes” (Ge 46:4), was a way of saying that Joseph would close Jacob’s eyes after
his death, which was ordinarily a duty of the
ﬁrstborn son. So it seems that Jehovah here
indicated to Jacob that the right of ﬁrstborn
should go to Joseph.—1Ch 5:2.
mwbr20.06-E
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Bible Reading

was no food in all the land, because the famine was very severe, and the land of Egypt
and the land of Canaan became exhausted
as a result of the famine. 14 Joseph was collecting all the money that was to be found in
the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan
for the grain that people were buying, and
Joseph kept bringing the money into Pharaoh’s house. 15 In time the money from the
land of Egypt and the land of Canaan was
spent, and all the Egyptians began coming
to Joseph, saying: “Give us food! Why should
we die before your very eyes because our
money has run out?” 16 Then Joseph said: “If
your money has run out, hand over your livestock, and I will give you food in exchange
for your livestock.” 17 So they began bringing their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph kept
giving them food in exchange for their horses, the livestock of the ﬂock and of the herd,
and the donkeys, and he kept providing them
with food in exchange for all their livestock
during that year.

(Genesis 47:1-17) So Joseph went and reported to Pharaoh: “My father and my
brothers and their ﬂocks and their herds and
all that they possess have come from the
land of Canaan, and they are in the land of
Goshen.” 2 He took ﬁve of his brothers and
presented them to Pharaoh. 3 Pharaoh said
to his brothers: “What is your occupation?”
They replied to Pharaoh: “Your servants are
herders of sheep, both we and our forefathers.” 4 Then they said to Pharaoh: “We
have come to reside as foreigners in the land
because there are no pastures for the ﬂock of
your servants, for the famine is severe in the
land of Canaan. So please let your servants
dwell in the land of Goshen.” 5 At that Pharaoh said to Joseph: “Your father and your
brothers have come here to you. 6 The land
of Egypt is at your disposal. Have your father
and your brothers dwell in the very best part
of the land. Let them dwell in the land of Goshen, and if you know of any capable men
among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his
father and presented him to Pharaoh, and
Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 Pharaoh asked
Jacob: “How old are you?” 9 Jacob said to
Pharaoh: “The years of my wanderings are
130. Few and distressing the years of my life
have been, and they are not as long as the
years of the lives of my forefathers during
their wanderings.” 10 After that Jacob blessed
Pharaoh and went out from before him. 11 So
Joseph settled his father and his brothers,
and he gave them a possession in the land
of Egypt, in the very best part of the land,
in the land of Rame·ses, just as Pharaoh
had commanded. 12 And Joseph kept supplying his father and his brothers and the entire
household of his father with food according
to the number of their children. 13 Now there
mwbr20.06-E

JUNE 15-21
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  GENESIS
48-50
“Older Ones Have Much to Share”
(Genesis 48:21, 22) Then Israel said to Joseph: “Look, I am dying, but God will certainly
continue with you and return you to the land
of your forefathers. 22 As for me, I do give
you one portion of land more than to your
brothers, which I took from the hand of the
Amor·ites with my sword and my bow.”
it-1 1246 ˚8
Jacob
Shortly before his death, Jacob blessed his
grandsons, Joseph’s sons, and, by divine guidance, put the younger Ephraim ahead of the
older Manasseh. Then to Joseph, who would
5

out fail turn his attention to you, and he will
certainly bring you up out of this land to the
land about which he swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.” 25 So Joseph made the
sons of Israel swear, saying: “God will without fail turn his attention to you. You must
take my bones up out of here.”

receive the ﬁrstborn’s double portion of the inheritance, Jacob declared: “I do give you one
shoulder of land more than to your brothers,
which I took from the hand of the Amorites by
my sword and by my bow.” (Ge 48:1-22; 1Ch
5:1) Since Jacob had peaceably purchased the
plot of ground near Shechem from the sons
of Hamor (Ge 33:19, 20), it seems that this
promise to Joseph was an expression of Jacob’s
faith, in which he prophetically spoke of the future conquest of Canaan by his descendants as
if already accomplished by his own sword and
bow. (See AMORITE.) Joseph’s double portion of
that conquered land consisted of the two allotments given to the tribes of Ephraim and
Manasseh.

w07 6/1 28 ˚10
Elderly Ones—A Blessing to the Young
10

Older ones can also be a good inﬂuence on
fellow believers. In his old age, Jacob’s son Joseph performed a simple act of faith that had
a profound eﬀect on millions of true worshippers who lived after him. He was 110 when “he
gave a command concerning his bones,” namely, that when the Israelites ﬁnally left Egypt, they
were to take his bones with them. (Hebrews 11:
22; Genesis 50:25) That command served as an
added ray of hope for Israel during the many
years of hard slavery that followed Joseph’s
death, providing assurance that their deliverance would come.

(Genesis 49:1) And Jacob called his sons
and said: “Gather yourselves together that I
may tell you what will happen to you in the
ﬁnal part of the days.
it-2 206 ˚1
Last Days
Jacob’s Deathbed Prophecy. When Jacob said
to his sons, “Gather yourselves together that I
may tell you what will happen to you in the
ﬁnal part of the days” or “in days to come”
(AT), he meant in that future time when his
words would begin undergoing fulﬁllment. (Ge
49:1) Over two centuries earlier Jehovah had
stated to Jacob’s grandfather Abram (Abraham)
that his oﬀspring would suﬀer aﬄiction for 400
years. (Ge 15:13) Therefore, in this case, the future time referred to by Jacob as “the ﬁnal part
of the days” could not begin until after the 400
years of aﬄiction ended. (For details on Genesis 49, see the articles on the sons of Jacob
under their respective names.) A later application of the prophecy that would involve the
spiritual “Israel of God” could also be expected.
—Ga 6:16; Ro 9:6.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Genesis 49:19) “As for Gad, a marauder
band will raid him, but he will raid at their
heels.
w04 6/1 15 ˚4-5
Blessed Are Those Who Give Glory to God
4

Before entering the Promised Land, members
of Israel’s tribe of Gad requested that they be
allowed to settle in the cattle country east of
the Jordan. (Numbers 32:1-5) Living there would
mean coping with serious challenges. The tribes
to the west would have the protection of the
Jordan Valley—a natural barrier to military invasion. (Joshua 3:13-17) However, concerning the
lands east of the Jordan, The Historical Geography of the Holy Land, by George Adam
Smith, says: “[They] all roll oﬀ, with almost no
intervening barrier, upon the great Arabian plateau. Consequently they have been exposed in

(Genesis 50:24, 25) At length Joseph said
to his brothers: “I am dying, but God will withmwbr20.06-E

6

Bible Reading

all ages to the invasion of the hungry nomads,
some of whom swarm upon them every year for
pasture.”

(Genesis 49:8-26) “As for you, Judah, your
brothers will praise you. Your hand will be
on the neck of your enemies. The sons of
your father will bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion cub. From the prey, my son, you
will certainly go up. He has crouched down
and stretched himself out like a lion, and like
a lion, who dares rouse him? 10 The scepter
will not depart from Judah, neither the commander’s staﬀ from between his feet, until
Shiloh comes, and to him the obedience of
the peoples will belong. 11 Tying his donkey
to a vine and his donkey’s colt to a choice
vine, he will wash his clothing in wine and
his garment in the blood of grapes. 12 Dark
red are his eyes from wine, and his teeth are
white from milk. 13 “Zebu·lun will reside by
the seashore, by the shore where the ships
lie anchored, and his remote border will be
toward Sidon. 14 “Issa·char is a strong-boned
donkey, lying down between the two saddlebags. 15 And he will see that the resting-place
is good and that the land is pleasant. He will
bend his shoulder to bear the burden and will
submit to forced labor. 16 “Dan will judge his
people as one of the tribes of Israel. 17 Let
Dan be a serpent by the roadside, a horned
snake beside the path, that bites the heels
of the horse so that its rider falls backward.
18 I will wait for salvation from you, O Jehovah. 19 “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid
him, but he will raid at their heels. 20 “Asher’s
bread will be abundant, and he will provide
food ﬁt for a king. 21 “Naphta·li is a slender
doe. He is speaking words of elegance. 22 “Joseph is the oﬀshoot of a fruitful tree, a fruitful
tree by a spring, whose branches extend over
the wall. 23 But the archers kept harassing him
and shot at him and kept harboring animosity against him. 24 And yet his bow remained in
place, and his hands stayed strong and agile.

5

How would the tribe of Gad fare under such
unrelenting pressure? Centuries earlier, in his
death-bed prophecy, their forefather Jacob
foretold: “As for Gad, a marauder band will raid
him, but he will raid the extreme rear.” (Genesis
49:19) At ﬁrst glance those words may seem
gloomy. In reality, though, they amounted to a
command for the Gadites to strike back. Jacob
assured them that if they did so, the raiders
would make a humiliating retreat, with the Gadites pursuing their extreme rear.

(Genesis 49:27) “Benjamin will keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he will eat the
prey, and in the evening he will divide spoil.”
it-1 289 ˚2
Benjamin
The ﬁghting ability of Benjamin’s descendants
was pictured in Jacob’s deathbed prophecy in
which he said of this beloved son: “Benjamin will
keep on tearing like a wolf. In the morning he
will eat the animal seized and at evening he will
divide spoil.” (Ge 49:27) Benjamite ﬁghters were
noted for their ability with the sling, slinging
stones with either the right hand or the left and
hitting the mark “to a hairbreadth.” (Jg 20:16;
1Ch 12:2) Left-handed Judge Ehud, the slayer of
oppressive King Eglon, was of Benjamin. (Jg 3:
15-21) It may also be noted that it was “in the
morning” of the kingdom of Israel that the tribe
of Benjamin, though one “of the smallest of
the tribes,” provided Israel’s ﬁrst king, Saul the
son of Kish, who proved to be a ﬁerce ﬁghter
against the Philistines. (1Sa 9:15-17, 21) Likewise “at evening” time, as far as the nation
of Israel was concerned, the tribe of Benjamin
provided Queen Esther and Prime Minister Mordecai, who served to save the Israelites from
annihilation under the Persian Empire.—Es 2:
5-7.
mwbr20.06-E
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This was from the hands of the powerful one
of Jacob, from the shepherd, the stone of Israel. 25 He is from the God of your father, and
he will help you, and he is with the Almighty,
and he will bless you with the blessings of the
heavens above, with the blessings of the deep
below, with the blessings of the breasts and
womb. 26 The blessings of your father will be
superior to the blessings of the eternal mountains, to the desirable things of the enduring
hills. They will continue upon the head of Joseph, upon the crown of the head of the one
singled out from his brothers.

even taken up the worship of Egyptian gods!
—Ezek. 20:7, 8.

(Exodus 3:14) So God said to Moses: “I Will
Become What I Choose to Become.” And
he added: “This is what you are to say to
the Israelites, ‘I Will Become has sent me to
you.’ ”
kr 43, box
THE MEANING OF GOD’S NAME
THE name Jehovah comes from a Hebrew verb
that means “to become.” Some scholars feel
that in this instance the verb is used in its causative form. God’s name is thus understood by
many to mean “He Causes to Become.” This
deﬁnition well ﬁts Jehovah’s role as the Creator.
He caused the universe and intelligent beings to
come into existence and continues to cause his
will and purpose to become a reality.

JUNE 22-28
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS 1-3
“I Will Become What I Choose to Become”

How, then, should we understand Jehovah’s answer to Moses’ question recorded at Exodus
3:13, 14? Moses asked: “Suppose I go to the
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
forefathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to
me, ‘What is his name?’ What should I say to
them?” Jehovah answered: “I Will Become What
I Choose to Become.”

(Exodus 3:13) But Moses said to the true
God: “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say
to them, ‘The God of your forefathers has
sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What
is his name?’ What should I say to them?”
w13 3/15 25 ˚4
Honor Jehovah’s Great Name

Note that Moses was not asking Jehovah to reveal his name. Moses and the Israelites already
knew God’s name well. Moses wanted Jehovah
to reveal something faith-strengthening about
the kind of God he is, something that may also
be reﬂected in the meaning of his name. Hence,
by responding, “I Will Become What I Choose
to Become,” Jehovah was revealing a thrilling
aspect of his own nature: In each situation,
he becomes whatever is necessary to fulﬁll his
purpose. For example, for Moses and the Israelites, Jehovah became a Rescuer, a Lawgiver,
a Provider—and much more. Thus, Jehovah himself chooses to become whatever is necessary
to fulﬁll his promises to his people. However,
while the name Jehovah may include this idea,

4

Read Exodus 3:10-15. When Moses was 80
years of age, God gave him a weighty command: “You bring my people the sons of Israel
out of Egypt.” Moses responded respectfully
with a question, one of profound signiﬁcance. In
eﬀect, Moses asked: ‘What is your name?’ Considering that God’s name was long known, what
was the point of Moses’ question? Evidently, he
wanted to know more about the person represented by the name—facts that would convince
God’s people that He really would deliver them.
Moses’ concern was warranted, for the Israelites
had been slaves for some time. They would likely wonder whether the God of their forefathers
could deliver them. Indeed, some Israelites had
mwbr20.06-E
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it is not limited to what he himself chooses to
become. It also includes what he causes his creation to become in the accomplishment of his
purpose.

Keturah, they were perhaps exposed to the worship of Jehovah.—Genesis 25:1, 2.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 2:11-25) Now in those days, after
Moses had become an adult, he went out to
his brothers to look at the burdens they were
bearing, and he caught sight of an Egyptian
beating a Hebrew, one of his brothers. 12 So
he looked this way and that, and seeing no
one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in
the sand. 13 But he went out on the following
day, and there were two Hebrew men ﬁghting
with each other. So he said to the one in the
wrong: “Why do you strike your companion?”
14 At this he said: “Who appointed you as a
prince and a judge over us? Are you planning
to kill me just as you killed the Egyptian?”
Moses now was afraid and said: “Surely the
matter has become known!” 15 Then Pharaoh
heard about it, and he attempted to kill Moses; but Moses ran away from Pharaoh and
went to dwell in the land of Midi·an, and he
sat down by a well. 16 Now the priest of Midi·an had seven daughters, and these came
to draw water and to ﬁll the troughs to water their father’s ﬂock. 17 But as usual, the
shepherds came and drove them away. At this
Moses got up and helped the women and watered their ﬂock. 18 When they came home to
their father Reuel, he exclaimed: “How is it
that you have come home so quickly today?”
19 They replied: “A certain Egyptian rescued
us from the shepherds, and he even drew water for us and watered the ﬂock.” 20 He said
to his daughters: “But where is he? Why did
you leave the man behind? Call him, so that
he may eat with us.” 21 After that Moses consented to stay with the man, and he gave
his daughter Zip·porah to Moses in marriage. 22 Later she bore a son, and he named
him Gershom, for he said, “I have become

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 2:10) When the child grew older, she
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he
became a son to her. She named him Moses
and said: “It is because I have drawn him out
of the water.”
g04 4/8 6 ˚5
Moses—Man or Myth?
Is it not farfetched, though, to believe that an
Egyptian princess would take in such a child?
No, for Egyptian religion taught that kind deeds
were a requisite for entrance into heaven. As for
the adoption itself, archaeologist Joyce Tyldesley observes: “Egyptian women achieved parity
with Egyptian men. They enjoyed the same legal
and economic rights, at least in theory, and
. . . women could make adoptions.” The ancient Adoption Papyrus actually documents one
Egyptian woman’s adoption of her slaves. As for
the hiring of Moses’ mother as a wet nurse, The
Anchor Bible Dictionary says: “The payment of
Moses’ natural mother to nurse him . . . echoes
identical arrangements in Mesopotamian adoption contracts.”

(Exodus 3:1) Moses became a shepherd of
the ﬂock of his father-in-law Jethro, the
priest of Midi·an. While he was leading the
ﬂock to the west side of the wilderness,
he eventually came to the mountain of the
true God, to Horeb.
w04 3/15 24 ˚4
Highlights From the Book of Exodus
3:1—What kind of priest was Jethro? In patriarchal times the family head served as a
priest for his family. Jethro was evidently the
patriarchal head of a tribe of Midianites. Since
the Midianites were Abraham’s descendants by
mwbr20.06-E
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a foreign resident in a foreign land.” 23 After
a long time, the king of Egypt died, but the
Israelites continued to groan because of the
slavery and to cry out in complaint, and their
cry for help because of the slavery kept going
up to the true God. 24 In time God heard their
groaning, and God remembered his covenant
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 25 So God
looked on the Israelites; and God took notice.

(Exodus 4:11, 12) Jehovah said to him: “Who
made a mouth for man, or who makes them
speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it
not I, Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be
with you as you speak, and I will teach you
what you should say.”
w14 4/15 9 ˚5-6
Do You See “the One Who Is Invisible”?
5

Before Moses returned to Egypt, God taught
him a vital principle, the same principle that Moses later recorded in the book of Job: “The fear
of Jehovah—that is wisdom.” (Job 28:28) To
help Moses to acquire such fear and act wisely,
Jehovah drew a contrast between humans and
Almighty God. He asked: “Who made a mouth
for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf,
clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I, Jehovah?”
—Ex. 4:11.

JUNE 29–JULY 5
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS 4-5
“I Will Be With You as You Speak”
(Exodus 4:10) Moses now said to Jehovah:
“Pardon me, Jehovah, but I have never been
a ﬂuent speaker, neither in the past nor since
you have spoken to your servant, for I am
slow of speech and slow of tongue.”

6

What was the lesson? Moses did not need to
be afraid. He was sent by Jehovah, who would
give Moses whatever he needed to deliver God’s
message to Pharaoh. Besides, Pharaoh was no
match for Jehovah. After all, this was not the
ﬁrst time God’s servants had been in danger under Egyptian rule. Perhaps Moses meditated on
how Jehovah had protected Abraham, Joseph,
and even Moses himself during the reigns of
past Pharaohs. (Gen. 12:17-19; 41:14, 39-41; Ex.
1:22–2:10) With faith in Jehovah, “the One who
is invisible,” Moses courageously appeared before Pharaoh and proclaimed every word that
Jehovah commanded Moses to speak.

(Exodus 4:13) But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want
to send.”
w10 10/15 13-14
Excuses—How Does Jehovah View Them?
“I am not good enough.” You may feel that
you are not qualiﬁed to be a minister of the
good news. Some faithful servants of Jehovah in Bible times felt that they were not good
enough to handle tasks that Jehovah assigned
to them. Take Moses as an example. When he
received a speciﬁc commission from Jehovah,
Moses said: “Excuse me, Jehovah, but I am not
a ﬂuent speaker, neither since yesterday nor
since before that nor since your speaking to
your servant, for I am slow of mouth and slow
of tongue.” Although Jehovah reassured him,
Moses replied: “Excuse me, Jehovah, but send,
please, by the hand of the one whom you are
going to send.” (Ex. 4:10-13) What was Jehovah’s reaction?
mwbr20.06-E

(Exodus 4:14, 15) Then Jehovah’s anger
blazed against Moses, and he said: “What
about your brother Aaron the Levite? I know
that he can speak very well. And he is now on
his way here to meet you. When he sees you,
his heart will rejoice. 15 So you must speak to
him and put the words in his mouth, and I
will be with you and him as you speak, and I
will teach you men what to do.
10

w10 10/15 14
Excuses—How Does Jehovah View Them?

terms of that covenant. It was as if she had
accepted a wifely position in the circumcision
covenant, with Jehovah God as the husband. In
any case, because of her decisive act of obedience to God’s requirement, the life of her son
was no longer in danger.

Jehovah did not exempt Moses from carrying
out the assignment. However, Jehovah did appoint Aaron to assist Moses in handling the
task. (Ex. 4:14-17) Moreover, in the years that
followed, Jehovah stood by Moses and provided him with whatever he needed to succeed
in fulﬁlling his God-given assignments. Today,
you can be conﬁdent that Jehovah will move
experienced fellow believers to help you too
in carrying out your ministry. Above all, God’s
Word assures us that Jehovah will qualify us for
the work he has commanded us to do.—2 Cor.
3:5; see the box “The Happiest Years of My
Life.”

(Exodus 5:2) But Pharaoh said: “Who is Jehovah, that I should obey his voice to send
Israel away? I do not know Jehovah at all, and
what is more, I will not send Israel away.”
it-2 12 ˚5
Jehovah
To “know,” therefore, does not necessarily mean
merely to be acquainted with or cognizant of
something or someone. The foolish Nabal knew
David’s name but still asked, “Who is David?” in
the sense of asking, “What does he amount to?”
(1Sa 25:9-11; compare 2Sa 8:13.) So, too, Pharaoh had said to Moses: “Who is Jehovah, so
that I should obey his voice to send Israel away?
I do not know Jehovah at all and, what is more,
I am not going to send Israel away.” (Ex 5:
1, 2) By that, Pharaoh evidently meant that he
did not know Jehovah as the true God or as
having any authority over Egypt’s king and his
aﬀairs, nor as having any might to enforce His
will as announced by Moses and Aaron. But now
Pharaoh and all Egypt, along with the Israelites, would come to know the real meaning of
that name, the person it represented. As Jehovah showed Moses, this would result from
God’s carrying out His purpose toward Israel,
liberating them, giving them the Promised Land,
and thereby fulﬁlling His covenant with their
forefathers. In this way, as God said, “You will
certainly know that I am Jehovah your God.”—Ex
6:4-8; see ALMIGHTY.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 4:24-26) Now on the road at the
lodging place, Jehovah met him and was
seeking to put him to death. 25 Finally Zip·porah took a ﬂint and circumcised her son and
caused his foreskin to touch his feet and said:
“It is because you are a bridegroom of blood
to me.” 26 So He let him go. At that time she
said, “a bridegroom of blood,” because of the
circumcision.
w04 3/15 28 ˚4
Questions From Readers
Zipporah’s expression “you are a bridegroom of
blood to me” is an unusual one. What does
it indicate about her? By her compliance with
the requirements of the circumcision covenant,
Zipporah acknowledged a covenant relationship
with Jehovah. The Law covenant later made
with the Israelites showed that in a covenant relationship, Jehovah can be thought of
as a husband and the other party as a wife.
(Jeremiah 31:32) Hence, in addressing Jehovah (through his representative angel) as “a
bridegroom of blood,” Zipporah appears to have
been acknowledging her own submission to the
mwbr20.06-E

Bible Reading
(Exodus 4:1-17) However, Moses answered:
“But suppose they do not believe me and do
not listen to my voice, for they will say, ‘Jehovah did not appear to you.’ ” 2 Then Jehovah
11

said to him: “What is that in your hand?” He
answered: “A rod.” 3 He said: “Throw it on
the ground.” So he threw it on the ground,
and it became a serpent; and Moses ﬂed from
it. 4 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Reach out
your hand and seize it by the tail.” So he
reached out and seized it, and it became a
rod in his hand. 5 God then said: “This is so
that they may believe that Jehovah the God
of their forefathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.” 6 Jehovah said to him once
more: “Put your hand, please, into the upper
fold of your garment.” So he put his hand
into the fold of his garment. When he drew
it out, why, his hand was stricken with leprosy like snow! 7 Then he said: “Return your
hand into the upper fold of your garment.”
So he returned his hand into his garment.
When he drew it out of the garment, it was
restored like the rest of his ﬂesh! 8 He said:
“If they will not believe you or pay attention
to the ﬁrst sign, then they will certainly heed
the next sign. 9 Still, even if they will not believe these two signs and refuse to listen to
your voice, you will take some water from the
Nile River and pour it out on the dry land, and
the water that you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry land.” 10 Moses now
said to Jehovah: “Pardon me, Jehovah, but I
have never been a ﬂuent speaker, neither in
the past nor since you have spoken to your
servant, for I am slow of speech and slow of
tongue.” 11 Jehovah said to him: “Who made a
mouth for man, or who makes them speechless, deaf, clear-sighted, or blind? Is it not I,
Jehovah? 12 So go now, and I will be with you
as you speak, and I will teach you what you
should say.” 13 But he said: “Pardon me, Jehovah, please send anyone whom you want to
send.” 14 Then Jehovah’s anger blazed against
Moses, and he said: “What about your broth-

er Aaron the Levite? I know that he can speak
very well. And he is now on his way here to
meet you. When he sees you, his heart will
rejoice. 15 So you must speak to him and put
the words in his mouth, and I will be with you
and him as you speak, and I will teach you
men what to do. 16 He will speak for you to
the people, and he will be your spokesman,
and you will serve as God to him. 17 And you
will take this rod in your hand and perform
the signs with it.”
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
out in an orderly way, “in battle formation.”—Ex
13:18.

JULY 6-12
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS 6-7

(Exodus 7:4, 5) But Pharaoh will not listen
to you, and I will lay my hand upon Egypt
and bring my multitudes, my people, the Israelites, out of the land of Egypt with great
judgments. 5 And the Egyptians will certainly
know that I am Jehovah when I stretch out
my hand against Egypt and bring the Israelites out from among them.”

“Now You Will See What I Will Do to Pharaoh”
(Exodus 6:1) So Jehovah said to Moses:
“Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh.
A mighty hand will force him to send them
away, and a mighty hand will force him to
drive them out of his land.”

it-2 436 ˚1-2
Moses

(Exodus 6:6, 7) “Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am Jehovah, and I will bring you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians and
rescue you from their slavery, and I will reclaim you with an outstretched arm and with
great judgments. 7 And I will take you in as my
people, and I will be your God, and you will
certainly know that I am Jehovah your God
who is bringing you out from under the burdens of Egypt.

Before Pharaoh of Egypt. Moses and Aaron
were now key ﬁgures in a ‘battle of the gods.’
In the persons of the magic-practicing priests,
the chiefs of whom were apparently named Jannes and Jambres (2Ti 3:8), Pharaoh summoned
the power of all the gods of Egypt against the
power of Jehovah. The ﬁrst miracle that Aaron
performed before Pharaoh at Moses’ direction
proved Jehovah’s supremacy over the gods of
Egypt, even though Pharaoh became more obstinate. (Ex 7:8-13) Later, when the third plague
occurred, even the priests were forced to admit,
“It is the ﬁnger of God!” And they were so severely stricken by the plague of boils that they
were altogether unable even to appear before
Pharaoh to oppose Moses during that plague.
—Ex 8:16-19; 9:10-12.

it-2 436 ˚3
Moses
There was a marked change in the men of Israel
also. They had at ﬁrst accepted Moses’ credentials, but after experiencing harder working
conditions at the order of Pharaoh, they complained against him to the point that Moses
in discouragement appealed to Jehovah. (Ex
4:29-31; 5:19-23) The Most High at that time
strengthened him by revealing that He was now
going to fulﬁll that for which Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob had looked, namely, the full revealing
of the meaning of his name Jehovah in delivering Israel and establishing it as a great nation
in the land of promise. (Ex 6:1-8) Even then the
men of Israel did not listen to Moses. But now,
after the ninth plague, they were solidly behind him, cooperating so that, after the tenth
plague, he could organize them and lead them
mwbr20.07-E

Plagues do softening and hardening work.
Moses and Aaron became the announcers of
each of the Ten Plagues. The plagues came
as announced, proving Moses’ commission as
Jehovah’s representative. Jehovah’s name was
declared and much talked about in Egypt, accomplishing both a softening and a hardening
toward that name—softening the Israelites and
some of the Egyptians; hardening Pharaoh and
his advisers and supporters. (Ex 9:16; 11:10;
12:29-39) Instead of believing that they had offended their gods, the Egyptians knew that it
1

was Jehovah who was judging their gods. By
the time nine plagues had been executed, Moses too had become “very great in the land of
Egypt, in the eyes of Pharaoh’s servants and in
the eyes of the people.”—Ex 11:3.

cerned promises belonging to a distant future; it
supposed that they should be assured that He,
Yahweh, was such a God (el) as was competent (one possible meaning of sadday) to fulﬁll
them. The revelation at the bush was greater
and more intimate, God’s power and immediate
and continuing presence with them being all
wrapped up in the familiar name of Yahweh.”
—Edited by J. D. Douglas, 1980.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 6:3) And I used to appear to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God Almighty, but
with regard to my name Jehovah I did not
make myself known to them.

(Exodus 7:1) Jehovah then said to Moses:
“See, I have made you like God to Pharaoh,
and Aaron your own brother will become your
prophet.

it-1 78 ˚3-4
Almighty

it-2 435 ˚5
Moses

Jehovah used the title “God Almighty” (El
Shad·dai) when making his promise to Abraham concerning the birth of Isaac, a promise
requiring that Abraham have great faith in
God’s power to carry out that promise. It was
thereafter used when God was spoken of as the
one who would bless Isaac and Jacob as heirs
of the Abrahamic covenant.—Ge 17:1; 28:3; 35:
11; 48:3.

Moses not disqualiﬁed because of diﬃdence.
But Moses showed diﬃdence, arguing that
he was unable to speak ﬂuently. Here was a
changed Moses, quite diﬀerent from the one
who had, of his own accord, oﬀered himself as
Israel’s deliverer 40 years earlier. He continued
to remonstrate with Jehovah, ﬁnally asking Jehovah to excuse him from the task. Although
this aroused God’s anger, he did not reject Moses but provided Moses’ brother Aaron as a
mouthpiece. Thus, as Moses was representative
for God, so Moses became as “God” to Aaron,
who spoke representatively for him. In the ensuing meeting with the older men of Israel and the
encounters with Pharaoh, it appears that God
gave Moses the instructions and commands and
Moses, in turn, relayed them to Aaron, so that
Aaron did the actual speaking before Pharaoh
(a successor of the Pharaoh from whom Moses
had ﬂed 40 years previously). (Ex 2:23; 4:1017) Later, Jehovah spoke of Aaron as Moses’
“prophet,” meaning that, as Moses was God’s
prophet, directed by him, so Aaron should be directed by Moses. Also, Moses was told that he
was being made “God to Pharaoh,” that is, given divine power and authority over Pharaoh, so
that there was now no need to be afraid of the
king of Egypt.—Ex 7:1, 2.

In harmony with this, Jehovah could later say to
Moses: “I used to appear to Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob as God Almighty [beEl Shad·dai], but
as respects my name Jehovah I did not make
myself known to them.” (Ex 6:3) This could not
mean that the name Jehovah was unknown to
these patriarchs, since it was frequently used by
them as well as by others before them. (Ge 4:
1, 26; 14:22; 27:27; 28:16) In fact, in the book
of Genesis, which relates the lives of the patriarchs, the word “Almighty” occurs only 6 times,
whereas the personal name Jehovah was written 172 times in the original Hebrew text. Yet,
while these patriarchs had come to appreciate
by personal experience God’s right to and qualiﬁcations for the title of “the Almighty One,”
they had not had opportunity to appreciate the
full meaning and implications of his personal
name, Jehovah. In this regard, The Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Vol. 1, p. 572) comments:
“The former revelation, to the Patriarchs, conmwbr20.07-E
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Bible Reading

Egypt. 14 These are the heads of the house
of their fathers: The sons of Reuben, Israel’s ﬁrstborn, were Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron,
and Carmi. These are the families of Reuben.
15 The sons of Sime·on were Jem·uel, Jamin,
Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the son of
a Canaan·ite woman. These are the families
of Sime·on.

(Exodus 6:1-15) So Jehovah said to Moses:
“Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh.
A mighty hand will force him to send them
away, and a mighty hand will force him to
drive them out of his land.” 2 Then God said
to Moses: “I am Jehovah. 3 And I used to appear to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as God
Almighty, but with regard to my name Jehovah I did not make myself known to them. 4 I
also established my covenant with them to
give them the land of Canaan, the land in
which they lived as foreigners. 5 Now I myself
have heard the groaning of the people of Israel, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and
I remember my covenant. 6 “Therefore, say to
the Israelites: ‘I am Jehovah, and I will bring
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians and rescue you from their slavery, and
I will reclaim you with an outstretched arm
and with great judgments. 7 And I will take
you in as my people, and I will be your God,
and you will certainly know that I am Jehovah your God who is bringing you out from
under the burdens of Egypt. 8 And I will bring
you into the land that I swore with an oath to
give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will
give it to you as something to possess. I am
Jehovah.’ ” 9 Moses later gave this message
to the Israelites, but they did not listen to
Moses because of their discouragement and
because of the harsh slavery. 10 Then Jehovah spoke to Moses, saying: 11 “Go in and tell
Pharaoh, Egypt’s king, that he should send
the Israelites away out of his land.” 12 However, Moses replied to Jehovah: “Look! The
Israelites have not listened to me; how will
Pharaoh ever listen to me, as I speak with
diﬃculty?” 13 But Jehovah again told Moses
and Aaron what commands to give to the
Israelites and to Pharaoh, Egypt’s king, in order to bring the Israelites out of the land of
mwbr20.07-E

JULY 13-19
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS 8-9
“Proud Pharaoh Unwittingly Serves God’s
Purpose”
(Exodus 8:15) When Pharaoh saw that there
was relief, he hardened his heart and he refused to listen to them, just as Jehovah had
said.
it-2 1040-1041
Stubbornness
In his dealings with humankind, Jehovah God
has patiently allowed individuals and nations,
although deserving of death, to continue in existence. (Ge 15:16; 2Pe 3:9) Whereas some have
responded favorably to this by putting themselves in line for receiving mercy (Jos 2:814; 6:22, 23; 9:3-15), others have hardened
themselves to an even greater degree against
Jehovah and against his people. (De 2:30-33;
Jos 11:19, 20) Since Jehovah does not prevent
persons from becoming stubborn, he is spoken of as ‘letting them become obstinate’ or
‘making their hearts hard.’ When he ﬁnally does
execute vengeance upon the stubborn ones,
this results in a demonstration of his great
power and causes his name to be declared.
—Compare Ex 4:21; Joh 12:40; Ro 9:14-18.

(Exodus 8:18, 19) The magic-practicing
priests tried to do the same and produce
gnats by their secret arts, but they could not.
And the gnats came on man and beast. 19 So
3

the magic-practicing priests said to Pharaoh:
“It is the ﬁnger of God!” But Pharaoh’s heart
continued to be obstinate, and he did not listen to them, just as Jehovah had said.

demonstration of Jehovah’s power. (Ex 7:14–12:
30; Ps 78:43-51; 136:15) For years afterward
the nations round about were still talking about
it, and God’s name was thus being declared
throughout the earth. (Jos 2:10, 11; 1Sa 4:8)
Had Jehovah killed Pharaoh immediately, this
grand display of God’s power to His glory and
for the deliverance of His people would not have
been possible.

(Exodus 9:15-17) For by now I could have
thrust my hand out to strike you and your
people with a devastating plague, and you
would have been wiped out from the earth.
16 But for this very reason I have kept you in
existence: to show you my power and to have
my name declared in all the earth. 17 Are you
still behaving arrogantly against my people by
not sending them away?

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 8:21) But if you do not send my people away, I will send on you, your servants,
and your people and into your houses the
gadﬂy; and the houses of Egypt will be full of
gadﬂies, and they will even cover the ground
they stand on.

it-2 1181 ˚3-5
Wickedness
Additionally, Jehovah God makes use of circumstances in such a way that the wicked
themselves unwittingly serve his purpose.
Though they oppose God, he can restrain them
to the extent necessary for the preserving of his
servants in their integrity, and can cause the
actions even of such persons to bring his righteousness to the fore. (Ro 3:3-5, 23-26; 8:3539; Ps 76:10) This thought is expressed at Proverbs 16:4: “Everything Jehovah has made for his
purpose, yes, even the wicked one for the evil
day.”

it-1 878
Gadfly
There is some uncertainty as to the particular
insect designated by the original Hebrew word
appearing in the Scriptures with reference to
the fourth plague upon Egypt, the ﬁrst from
which the Israelites in Goshen were spared. (Ex
8:21, 22, 24, 29, 31; Ps 78:45; 105:31) A·rov
has been variously rendered “gadﬂy” (JB, NW,
Ro), “beetle” (Yg), “ﬂies” (AS, KJ, RS), “gnats”
(AT), and “dog ﬂy” (LXX).

A case in point is the Pharaoh on whom Jehovah, through Moses and Aaron, served notice
for the release of the enslaved Israelites. God
did not make this Egyptian ruler wicked, but
he did allow him to continue living and also
brought about circumstances that caused Pharaoh to manifest himself as being wicked and
deserving of death. Jehovah’s purpose in doing
this is revealed at Exodus 9:16: “For this cause
I have kept you in existence, for the sake of
showing you my power and in order to have my
name declared in all the earth.”

The English designation “gadﬂy” includes the
various kinds of horseﬂies and botﬂies. Female
horseﬂies pierce the skin of animals as well as
man and then suck their blood. In the larval
stage botﬂies live as parasites in the bodies
of animals and man; those that infest humans
are found in the tropics. A plague of gadﬂies
would, therefore, have brought great suﬀering
to the Egyptians and their livestock and, in certain cases, even death.

(Exodus 8:25-27) Finally, Pharaoh called
Moses and Aaron and said: “Go, sacriﬁce to
your God in the land.” 26 But Moses said: “It is
not proper to do so, because what we would

The Ten Plagues visited upon Egypt, climaxed
by the destruction of Pharaoh and his military forces in the Red Sea, were an impressive
mwbr20.07-E
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sacriﬁce to Jehovah our God would be detestable to the Egyptians. If we would make
a sacriﬁce that was detestable to the Egyptians right before their eyes, would they not
stone us? 27 We will make a three-day journey
into the wilderness, and there we will sacriﬁce to Jehovah our God, just as he has said
to us.”

aoh then called Moses and Aaron and said:
“Plead with Jehovah to remove the frogs from
me and my people, as I want to send the
people away so that they may sacriﬁce to
Jehovah.” 9 Then Moses said to Pharaoh: “I
leave to you the honor of telling me when I
should plead to have the frogs removed from
you, your servants, your people, and your
houses. Only in the Nile River will they be
left.” 10 To this he said: “Tomorrow.” So he
said: “It will be according to your word so
that you may know that there is no one else
like Jehovah our God. 11 The frogs will depart
from you, your houses, your servants, and
your people. They will be left only in the Nile.”
12 So Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses pleaded with Jehovah about
the frogs that He had brought upon Pharaoh.
13 Then Jehovah did as Moses asked, and the
frogs began to die in the houses, the courtyards, and the ﬁelds. 14 They were piling them
up in countless heaps, and the land began to
stink. 15 When Pharaoh saw that there was
relief, he hardened his heart and he refused
to listen to them, just as Jehovah had said.
16 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Say to Aaron,
‘Stretch out your rod and strike the dust of
the earth, and it must become gnats in all the
land of Egypt.’ ” 17 And they did this. Aaron
stretched out his hand with his rod and struck
the dust of the earth, and the gnats came on
man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. 18 The
magic-practicing priests tried to do the same
and produce gnats by their secret arts, but
they could not. And the gnats came on man
and beast. 19 So the magic-practicing priests
said to Pharaoh: “It is the ﬁnger of God!” But
Pharaoh’s heart continued to be obstinate,
and he did not listen to them, just as Jehovah had said.

w04 3/15 25 ˚9
Highlights From the Book of Exodus
8:26, 27—Why did Moses say that Israel’s
sacrifices would be “detestable to the Egyptians”? Many diﬀerent animals were venerated
in Egypt. The mention of sacriﬁces thus added
force and persuasiveness to Moses’ insistence
that Israel be allowed to go away to sacriﬁce to
Jehovah.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 8:1-19) Then Jehovah said to Moses: “Go in to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘This
is what Jehovah says: “Send my people away
so that they may serve me. 2 If you keep refusing to send them away, I will plague all
your territory with frogs. 3 And the Nile River will swarm with frogs, and they will come
up and enter into your house, into your bedroom, on your bed, into the houses of your
servants and on your people, into your ovens,
and into your kneading troughs. 4 On you,
on your people, and on all your servants, the
frogs will come up.” ’ ” 5 Jehovah later said
to Moses: “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your
hand with your rod over the rivers, the Nile
canals, and the marshes, and make the frogs
come up over the land of Egypt.’ ” 6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt, and the frogs began to come up and
to cover the land of Egypt. 7 However, the
magic-practicing priests did the same thing
by their secret arts, and they too made the
frogs come up over the land of Egypt. 8 Pharmwbr20.07-E
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(Exodus 10:24-26) Pharaoh then called Moses and said: “Go, serve Jehovah. Only your
sheep and your cattle will remain behind.
Even your children may go with you.” 25 But
Moses said: “You yourself will also provide us
with sacriﬁces and burnt oﬀerings, and we
will oﬀer them to Jehovah our God. 26 Our
livestock will also go with us. Not an animal
will be allowed to remain, because we will be
using some of them to worship Jehovah our
God, and we do not know what we will oﬀer
in worship to Jehovah until we arrive there.”

JULY 20-26
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
10-11
“Moses and Aaron Demonstrate Great Courage”
(Exodus 10:3-6) So Moses and Aaron went
in to Pharaoh and said to him: “This is what
Jehovah the God of the Hebrews has said,
‘How long will you refuse to submit to me?
Send my people away so that they may serve
me. 4 For if you keep refusing to send my
people away, here I am bringing locusts within your boundaries tomorrow. 5 And they will
cover the surface of the earth, and it will not
be possible to see the ground. They will eat
up what escaped the hail and was left for you,
and they will eat all your trees that are growing in the ﬁeld. 6 They will ﬁll your houses, the
houses of all your servants, and the houses
of all Egypt to an extent that your fathers and
your grandfathers never saw from the time
they have been in this land until today.’ ” With
that he turned and went out from Pharaoh.

(Exodus 10:28) Pharaoh said to him: “Get
out of my sight! Make sure that you do not
try to see my face again, for on the day you
see my face, you will die.”
(Exodus 11:4-8) Moses then said: “This is
what Jehovah has said, ‘About midnight I am
going out into the midst of Egypt, 5 and every
ﬁrstborn in the land of Egypt will die, from
the ﬁrstborn of Pharaoh who is sitting on his
throne to the ﬁrstborn of the slave girl who is
working at the hand mill, and every ﬁrstborn
of the livestock. 6 Throughout all the land of
Egypt, there will be a great outcry such as
has never occurred nor will ever occur again.
7 But not even a dog will bark at the Israelites,
at the men or their livestock, so that you may
know that Jehovah can make a distinction between the Egyptians and the Israelites.’ 8 And
all your servants will certainly come down to
me and prostrate themselves to me, saying,
‘Go, you and all the people who follow you.’
And after that I will go out.” With that he went
out from Pharaoh in the heat of anger.

w09 7/15 20 ˚6
Imitate Jesus—Preach With Boldness
6

Think, too, of the boldness that Moses showed
in speaking to Pharaoh, a ruler who was viewed,
not as a mere representative of the gods, but as
a god himself, the son of the sun god Ra. It may
be that he, like other Pharaohs, worshipped his
own image. Pharaoh’s word was law; he ruled
by decree. Powerful, arrogant, and stubborn,
Pharaoh was not accustomed to having others
tell him what to do. It was before this man
that Moses, a meek shepherd, appeared repeatedly—unbidden and unwelcome. And what did
Moses foretell? Devastating plagues. And what
did he demand? Permission for several million
of Pharaoh’s slaves to leave the country! Did
Moses need boldness? Absolutely!—Num. 12:3;
Heb. 11:27.
mwbr20.07-E

it-2 436 ˚4
Moses
Courage and faith required to face Pharaoh. It
was only in the strength of Jehovah and due to
the operation of his spirit upon them that Moses and Aaron proved equal to the task set
6

before them. Picture the court of Pharaoh, the
king of the undisputed world power of that time.
Here was unparalleled splendor, the haughty
Pharaoh, supposed to be a god himself, surrounded by his advisers, military commanders,
guards, and slaves. Moreover, there were the
religious leaders, the magic-practicing priests,
chief among Moses’ opposers. These men were,
aside from Pharaoh himself, the most powerful men in the realm. All this impressive array
was aligned to back up Pharaoh in support of
the gods of Egypt. And Moses and Aaron came
before Pharaoh, not once, but many times,
Pharaoh’s heart getting harder each time, because he was determined to keep his valuable
Hebrew slaves under his domination. In fact, after announcing the eighth plague, Moses and
Aaron were driven out from before Pharaoh, and
after the ninth plague they were ordered not
to try to see Pharaoh’s face again on pain of
death.—Ex 10:11, 28.

that I have established among them; and you
will certainly know that I am Jehovah.” (Exodus
10:1, 2) Obedient Israelites would tell their children of Jehovah’s mighty acts. Their children, in
turn, would tell of them to their children, and
so it would be done from generation to generation. Thus, Jehovah’s powerful deeds would
be remembered. Likewise today, parents have
the responsibility of witnessing to their children.
—Deuteronomy 6:4-7; Proverbs 22:6.

(Exodus 11:7) But not even a dog will bark
at the Israelites, at the men or their livestock,
so that you may know that Jehovah can make
a distinction between the Egyptians and the
Israelites.’
it-1 783 ˚5
Exodus
So by a spectacular display of power Jehovah
exalted his name and delivered Israel. Safe on
the E shore of the Red Sea, Moses led the
sons of Israel in a song, while his sister Miriam,
the prophetess, took a tambourine in her hand
and led all the women with tambourines and in
dances, responding in song to the men. (Ex 15:
1, 20, 21) A complete separation of Israel from
their foes had been eﬀected. When they went
out from Egypt they were not allowed to suﬀer
harm from man or beast; no dog even snarled
at the Israelites or moved its tongue against
them. (Ex 11:7) While the Exodus narrative does
not mention that Pharaoh personally went into
the sea with his military forces and was destroyed, Psalm 136:15 does state that Jehovah
“shook oﬀ Pharaoh and his military force into
the Red Sea.”

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 10:1, 2) Then Jehovah said to Moses: “Go in to Pharaoh, for I have allowed
his heart and the hearts of his servants to
become unresponsive, so that I may display
these signs of mine right before him, 2 and
in order that you may declare to your sons
and your grandsons how severely I have dealt
with Egypt and what signs I have performed
among them; and you will certainly know that
I am Jehovah.”
w95 9/1 11 ˚11
Witnesses Against the False God
11

While the Israelites were still in Egypt, Jehovah sent Moses to Pharaoh and said: “Go in to
Pharaoh, because I—I have let his heart and the
hearts of his servants become unresponsive, in
order that I may set these signs of mine right
before him, and in order that you may declare
in the ears of your son and your son’s son how
severely I have dealt with Egypt and my signs
mwbr20.07-E

Bible Reading
(Exodus 10:1-15) Then Jehovah said to Moses: “Go in to Pharaoh, for I have allowed
his heart and the hearts of his servants to
become unresponsive, so that I may display
these signs of mine right before him, 2 and
7

in order that you may declare to your sons
and your grandsons how severely I have dealt
with Egypt and what signs I have performed
among them; and you will certainly know that
I am Jehovah.” 3 So Moses and Aaron went
in to Pharaoh and said to him: “This is what
Jehovah the God of the Hebrews has said,
‘How long will you refuse to submit to me?
Send my people away so that they may serve
me. 4 For if you keep refusing to send my
people away, here I am bringing locusts within your boundaries tomorrow. 5 And they will
cover the surface of the earth, and it will
not be possible to see the ground. They will
eat up what escaped the hail and was left
for you, and they will eat all your trees that
are growing in the ﬁeld. 6 They will ﬁll your
houses, the houses of all your servants, and
the houses of all Egypt to an extent that
your fathers and your grandfathers never saw
from the time they have been in this land
until today.’ ” With that he turned and went
out from Pharaoh. 7 Then Pharaoh’s servants
said to him: “How long will this man continue to menace us? Send the men away so that
they may serve Jehovah their God. Do you
not yet realize that Egypt has been ruined?”
8 So Moses and Aaron were brought back to
Pharaoh, and he said to them: “Go, serve Jehovah your God. But just who will be going?”
9 Then Moses said: “We will go with our young
people, our old people, our sons, our daughters, our sheep, and our cattle, because we
will hold a festival to Jehovah.” 10 He said to
them: “If I ever send you and your children
away, then Jehovah is indeed with you! It is
clear that you intend to do something evil.
11 No! Only your men may go and serve Jehovah, for that is what you requested.” With
that they were driven out from before Pharaoh. 12 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Stretch
out your hand over the land of Egypt for the
mwbr20.07-E

locusts, so that they may come up over the
land of Egypt and eat up all the vegetation
of the land, everything that the hail has let remain.” 13 At once Moses stretched out his rod
over the land of Egypt, and Jehovah caused
an east wind to blow on the land all that day
and all night. The morning came, and the east
wind brought the locusts. 14 And the locusts
came up over all the land of Egypt and settled down on the whole territory of Egypt. It
was extremely severe; never before had there
been so many locusts, nor would there ever
be so many again. 15 They covered the surface of the entire land, and the land grew dark
with them; they devoured all the vegetation
of the land and all the fruit of the trees that
the hail had left; nothing green was left on
the trees or on the vegetation of the ﬁeld in
all the land of Egypt.

JULY 27–AUGUST 2
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS 12
“The Passover—Its Significance for Christians”
(Exodus 12:5-7) Your sheep should be a
sound, one-year-old male. You may choose
from the young rams or from the goats. 6 You
must care for it until the 14th day of this
month, and the whole congregation of the
assembly of Israel must slaughter it at twilight. 7 They must take some of the blood and
splash it on the two doorposts and the upper
part of the doorway of the houses in which
they eat it.
w07 1/1 20 ˚4
“You Must Become Nothing but Joyful”
4

Jesus died on Nisan 14, 33 C.E. In Israel, Nisan 14 was the joyous day of the Passover
celebration. Each year on that day, families
8

you must keep this observance. 26 And when
your sons ask you, ‘What does this observance mean to you?’ 27 you must say, ‘It is
the sacriﬁce of the Passover to Jehovah, who
passed over the houses of the Israelites in
Egypt when he plagued the Egyptians, but he
spared our houses.’ ” Then the people bowed
low and prostrated themselves.

shared a meal that included a young, unblemished lamb. In this way, they remembered the
role that the blood of a lamb played in the deliverance of the Israelite ﬁrstborn when the angel
of death slew the ﬁrstborn of the Egyptians
on Nisan 14, 1513 B.C.E. (Exodus 12:1-14) The
Passover lamb foreshadowed Jesus, of whom
the apostle Paul said: “Christ our passover has
been sacriﬁced.” (1 Corinthians 5:7) Like the
blood of the Passover lamb, Jesus’ shed blood
provides salvation for many.—John 3:16, 36.

w13 12/15 20 ˚13-14
‘This Is to Be a Memorial for You’
13

As new generations grew up, important lessons would be emphasized, passed on by father
to son. One was that Jehovah could protect his
worshippers. The children learned that he is not
some vague, abstract deity. Jehovah is a real,
living God who is interested in his people and
who acts in their behalf. He proved this at the
time he protected the Israelite ﬁrstborn “when
he plagued the Egyptians.” He kept the ﬁrstborn
alive.

(Exodus 12:12, 13) For I will pass through the
land of Egypt on this night and strike every
ﬁrstborn in the land of Egypt, from man to
beast; and I will execute judgment on all the
gods of Egypt. I am Jehovah. 13 The blood will
serve as your sign on the houses where you
are; and I will see the blood and pass over
you, and the plague will not come on you to
destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
it-2 583 ˚6
Passover

14

Christian parents do not each year recount to
their sons and daughters the meaning of that
Passover. Do you, however, teach your children
this same lesson—that God protects his people?
Do you convey to them your deep conviction
that Jehovah is still a real Protector of his people? (Ps. 27:11; Isa. 12:2) And do you do that,
not in the form of a cold lecture, but in an
enjoyable conversation between you and your
children? Make an eﬀort to include that lesson
to stimulate your family’s spiritual growth.

Certain features of the Passover observance
were fulﬁlled by Jesus. One fulﬁllment lies in
the fact that the blood on the houses in Egypt
delivered the ﬁrstborn from destruction at the
hands of the destroying angel. Paul speaks of
anointed Christians as the congregation of the
ﬁrstborn (Heb 12:23), and of Christ as their deliverer through his blood. (1Th 1:10; Eph 1:7) No
bones were to be broken in the Passover lamb.
It had been prophesied that none of Jesus’
bones would be broken, and this was fulﬁlled at
his death. (Ps 34:20; Joh 19:36) Thus the Passover kept by the Jews for centuries was one of
those things in which the Law provided a shadow of the things to come and pointed to Jesus
Christ, “the Lamb of God.”—Heb 10:1; Joh 1:29.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 12:12) For I will pass through the
land of Egypt on this night and strike every
ﬁrstborn in the land of Egypt, from man to
beast; and I will execute judgment on all the
gods of Egypt. I am Jehovah.
it-2 582 ˚2
Passover

(Exodus 12:24-27) “You must observe this
event as a lasting regulation for you and your
sons. 25 And when you come into the land that
Jehovah will give you just as he has stated,
mwbr20.07-E

The Ten Plagues upon Egypt all proved to be a
judgment against the gods of Egypt, especially
9

the tenth, the death of the ﬁrstborn. (Ex 12:12)
For the ram (male sheep) was sacred to the god
Ra, so that splashing the blood of the Passover
lamb on the doorways would be blasphemy in
the eyes of the Egyptians. Also, the bull was sacred, and the destruction of the ﬁrstborn of the
bulls would be a blow to the god Osiris. Pharaoh himself was venerated as a son of Ra. The
death of Pharaoh’s own ﬁrstborn would thus
show the impotence of both Ra and Pharaoh.

the people met together for public worship and
instruction. They were then ediﬁed by the public
reading and explanation of God’s written Word,
as in the later synagogues. (Ac 15:21) Therefore, while the people did not do laborious work
during the Sabbath day or the other “holy conventions,” they would then devote themselves to
prayer and meditation on the Creator and his
purposes.—See ASSEMBLY.

Bible Reading

(Exodus 12:14-16) “ ‘This day will serve as
a memorial for you, and you must celebrate
it as a festival to Jehovah throughout your
generations. As a lasting statute, you should
celebrate it. 15 Seven days you are to eat unleavened bread. Yes, on the ﬁrst day you are
to remove the sourdough from your houses,
because anyone eating what is leavened from
the ﬁrst day down to the seventh, that person must be cut oﬀ from Israel. 16 On the ﬁrst
day you will hold a holy convention, and on
the seventh day, another holy convention. No
work is to be done on these days. Only what
every person needs to eat, that alone may be
prepared for you.

(Exodus 12:1-20) Jehovah now said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 “This
month will be the beginning of the months for
you. It will be the ﬁrst of the months of the
year for you. 3 Speak to the entire assembly of Israel, saying, ‘On the tenth day of this
month, they should each take for themselves
a sheep for their father’s house, a sheep to
a house. 4 But if the household is too small
for the sheep, they and their nearest neighbor
should share it between themselves in their
house according to the number of people.
When making the calculation, determine how
much of the sheep each one will eat. 5 Your
sheep should be a sound, one-year-old male.
You may choose from the young rams or from
the goats. 6 You must care for it until the 14th
day of this month, and the whole congregation of the assembly of Israel must slaughter
it at twilight. 7 They must take some of the
blood and splash it on the two doorposts
and the upper part of the doorway of the
houses in which they eat it. 8 “ ‘They must
eat the meat on this night. They should roast
it over the ﬁre and eat it along with unleavened bread and bitter greens. 9 Do not eat
any of it raw or boiled, cooked in water, but
roast it over the ﬁre, its head together with
its shanks and its inner parts. 10 You must
not save any of it until morning, but any of it
left over until morning you should burn with
ﬁre. 11 And this is how you should eat it, with

it-1 504 ˚1
Convention
A unique feature of all of these “holy conventions” was that during them the people were to
do no laborious work. For instance, the ﬁrst
and seventh days of the Festival of Unfermented Cakes were “holy conventions,” concerning
which Jehovah stated: “No work is to be done
on them. Only what every soul needs to eat,
that alone may be done for you.” (Ex 12:15, 16)
However, during “holy conventions” the priests
were busy oﬀering sacriﬁces to Jehovah (Le
23:37, 38), certainly no violation of any command against doing normal daily work. These
occasions were not periods of idleness for the
people in general either but were times of great
spiritual beneﬁt. On the weekly Sabbath day,
mwbr20.07-E
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your belt fastened, sandals on your feet, and
your staﬀ in your hand; and you should eat it
in a hurry. It is Jehovah’s Passover. 12 For
I will pass through the land of Egypt on this
night and strike every ﬁrstborn in the land
of Egypt, from man to beast; and I will execute judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am
Jehovah. 13 The blood will serve as your sign
on the houses where you are; and I will see
the blood and pass over you, and the plague
will not come on you to destroy you when
I strike the land of Egypt. 14 “ ‘This day will
serve as a memorial for you, and you must
celebrate it as a festival to Jehovah throughout your generations. As a lasting statute,
you should celebrate it. 15 Seven days you
are to eat unleavened bread. Yes, on the ﬁrst
day you are to remove the sourdough from
your houses, because anyone eating what is
leavened from the ﬁrst day down to the seventh, that person must be cut oﬀ from Israel.
16 On the ﬁrst day you will hold a holy convention, and on the seventh day, another holy
convention. No work is to be done on these
days. Only what every person needs to eat,
that alone may be prepared for you. 17 “ ‘You
must keep the Festival of Unleavened Bread,
for on this very day, I will bring your multitudes out of the land of Egypt. And you
must keep this day throughout your generations as a lasting statute. 18 In the ﬁrst month,
on the 14th day of the month, in the evening,
you are to eat unleavened bread until the 21st
day of the month, in the evening. 19 No sourdough is to be found in your houses for seven
days, because if anyone eats what is leavened, whether he is a foreigner or a native of
the land, that person must be cut oﬀ from
the assembly of Israel. 20 You should not eat
anything leavened. In all your homes, you are
to eat unleavened bread.’ ”
˘ 2020 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
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Almighty yet Considerate

AUGUST 3-9
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
13-14

13

Read Exodus 14:19-22. Picture yourself
there, trapped between Pharaoh’s forces and
the Red Sea. Then God acts. The pillar of cloud
moves to the rear of the camp, blocking the
Egyptians and keeping them in darkness. Your
vast camp, however, is bathed in miraculous
light! Then you see Moses stretch out his hand
over the sea, and a strong east wind opens
a wide path to the other side. In an orderly
manner, you, your family, and your domestic
animals walk out onto the seabed with the rest
of the people. Immediately, you notice something odd. The seabed is not miry or frozen; it
is dry and quite ﬁrm, making it easy to walk. As
a result, even the slowest ones cross safely to
the other side.

“Stand Firm and See the Salvation of Jehovah”
(Exodus 14:13, 14) Then Moses said to the
people: “Do not be afraid. Stand ﬁrm and see
the salvation of Jehovah that he will perform
for you today. For the Egyptians whom you
see today, you will never ever see again. 14 Jehovah himself will ﬁght for you, and you will
keep silent.”
w13 2/1 4
Moses—A Man of Faith
Moses may have had little idea that God was
about to part the Red Sea, thereby opening
up an escape route for the Israelites. However, Moses was conﬁdent that God would do
something to protect His people. And Moses
wanted his fellow Israelites to have that same
conviction. We read: “Moses said to the people: ‘Do not be afraid. Stand ﬁrm and see
the salvation of Jehovah, which he will perform for you today.’ ” (Exodus 14:13) Did Moses
succeed in fortifying the faith of his fellow Israelites? Indeed, for the Bible says regarding not
just Moses but all the Israelites: “By faith they
passed through the Red Sea as on dry land.”
(Hebrews 11:29) Moses’ faith beneﬁted not only
himself but everyone who learned from it.

(Exodus 14:26-28) Then Jehovah said to
Moses: “Stretch out your hand over the sea
so that the waters may come back over the
Egyptians, their war chariots, and their cavalrymen.” 27 Moses at once stretched out
his hand over the sea, and as morning approached, the sea returned to its normal
condition. As the Egyptians ﬂed from it, Jehovah shook the Egyptians oﬀ into the midst
of the sea. 28 The returning waters covered
the war chariots and the cavalrymen and all
of Pharaoh’s army who had gone into the sea
after them. Not so much as one among them
was allowed to survive.

(Exodus 14:21, 22) Moses now stretched out
his hand over the sea; and Jehovah drove the
sea back with a strong east wind all night
long, turning the sea basin into dry ground,
and the waters divided. 22 So the Israelites
went through the midst of the sea on dry
ground, while the waters formed a wall on
their right hand and on their left.
mwbr20.08-E

w09 3/15 7 ˚2-3
You Must Not Forget Jehovah
While the Egyptians struggled with their crippled war vehicles, all Israel reached the eastern
shore. Moses now stretched out his hand over
the Red Sea. At that, Jehovah made the walls
of water forming the corridor collapse. Millions
1

view of Baal-zephon. You are to encamp facing it by the sea.

of tons of water roared in upon Pharaoh and
his warriors, drowning them. None of those enemies survived. Israel was free!—Ex. 14:26-28;
Ps. 136:13-15.

it-1 782 ˚2-3
Exodus

News of this event left surrounding nations with
an enduring sense of dread. (Ex. 15:14-16)
Forty years later, Rahab of Jericho told two Israelite men: “The fright of you has fallen upon
us, . . . for we have heard how Jehovah dried
up the waters of the Red Sea from before you
when you came out of Egypt.” (Josh. 2:9, 10)
Not even those pagan nations had forgotten
how Jehovah delivered his people. Clearly, Israel had even more reasons to remember him.

Where was the Red Sea parted to allow Israel to cross over?
It should be noted that, after reaching the
second stage of their journey, Etham “at the
edge of the wilderness,” God ordered Moses to
“turn back and encamp before Pihahiroth . . .
by the sea.” This maneuver would cause Pharaoh to believe the Israelites were “wandering in
confusion.” (Ex 13:20; 14:1-3) Scholars favoring
the el Haj route as the likely one point out that
the Hebrew verb for “turn back” is emphatic
and does not mean merely to “divert” or “turn
aside,” but has more the sense of returning or
at least of a marked detour. They suggest that,
upon reaching a point N of the head of the Gulf
of Suez, the Israelites reversed their line of
march and went around to the E side of Jebel Ataqah, a mountain range bordering the W
side of the Gulf. A large host, such as the Israelites were, would ﬁnd no eﬀective way for swift
exit from such a position if pursued from the N,
and hence they would be bottled up with the
sea blocking their way.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 13:17) Now when Pharaoh sent the
people away, God did not lead them by the
way of the land of the Phi·listines, although
it was near. For God said: “The people may
change their minds when they are confronted by war and will return to Egypt.”
it-1 1117
Highway, Road
From ancient times highways and roads, including several important trade routes, linked
cities and kingdoms in the area of Palestine.
(Nu 20:17-19; 21:21, 22; 22:5, 21-23; Jos 2:22;
Jg 21:19; 1Sa 6:9, 12; 13:17, 18; see KING’S
ROAD.) What is considered to have been the
principal route led from Egypt to the Philistine
cities of Gaza and Ashkelon and gradually bent
northeastward in the direction of Megiddo. It
continued to Hazor, N of the Sea of Galilee, and
then led to Damascus. This route via Philistia
was the shortest from Egypt to the Promised
Land. But Jehovah kindly led the Israelites
by another way so that they would not get
disheartened by a Philistine attack.—Ex 13:17.

Jewish tradition of the ﬁrst century C.E. conveys such a picture. (See PIHAHIROTH.) But,
more importantly, such a situation ﬁts the
general picture portrayed in the Bible itself,
whereas the popular views of many scholars
do not. (Ex 14:9-16) It seems evident that
the crossing must have been far enough from
the head of the Gulf (or western arm of the
Red Sea) that Pharaoh’s forces would not have
been able simply to circle the end of the Gulf
and easily come upon the Israelites on the other side.—Ex 14:22, 23.

Bible Reading

(Exodus 14:2) “Tell the Israelites that they
should turn back and encamp before Pi·hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, within
mwbr20.08-E

(Exodus 13:1-20) Jehovah spoke further to
Moses, saying: 2 “Sanctify to me every ﬁrst2

born male among the Israelites. The ﬁrst
male to be born, of both human and animal, belongs to me.” 3 Then Moses said to
the people: “Remember this day on which
you went out of Egypt, from the house of
slavery, because with a mighty hand Jehovah brought you out of here. So nothing
leavened may be eaten. 4 You are going out
on this day, in the month of Abib. 5 When
Jehovah has brought you into the land of
the Canaan·ites, the Hittites, the Amor·ites,
the Hivites, and the Jebu·sites, which he
swore to your forefathers to give you, a land
ﬂowing with milk and honey, then you must
keep this observance in this month. 6 Seven days you are to eat unleavened bread,
and on the seventh day, there will be a festival to Jehovah. 7 Unleavened bread is to
be eaten for the seven days; and nothing
leavened is to be found with you, and no
sourdough is to be found with you within all
your territory. 8 And you must tell your son
on that day, ‘It is because of what Jehovah did for me when I came out of Egypt.’
9 And this will serve for you as a sign on your
hand and as a memorial on your forehead,
so that Jehovah’s law may be in your mouth,
for with a mighty hand Jehovah brought you
out of Egypt. 10 You must keep this statute at its appointed time from year to year.
11 “When Jehovah brings you into the land
of the Canaan·ites, which he has sworn to
you and to your forefathers to give to you,
12 you must devote to Jehovah every ﬁrstborn male, as well as every male ﬁrstling of
the livestock that you acquire. The males belong to Jehovah. 13 Every ﬁrstling donkey you
are to redeem with a sheep, and if you do
not redeem it, then you must break its neck.
And every ﬁrstborn male of your sons you
are to redeem. 14 “In case your son should
ask you later on, ‘What does this mean?’ then
mwbr20.08-E

you should say to him, ‘With a mighty hand
Jehovah brought us out of Egypt, from the
house of slavery. 15 When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to send us away, Jehovah killed
every ﬁrstborn in the land of Egypt, from the
ﬁrstborn of man to the ﬁrstborn of beast.
That is why I am sacriﬁcing to Jehovah all
the ﬁrstborn males, and I redeem every ﬁrstborn of my sons.’ 16 This must serve as a
sign on your hand and as a headband on
your forehead, for with a mighty hand Jehovah brought us out of Egypt.” 17 Now when
Pharaoh sent the people away, God did not
lead them by the way of the land of the Philistines, although it was near. For God said:
“The people may change their minds when
they are confronted by war and will return to
Egypt.” 18 So God made the people go around
by the way of the wilderness of the Red Sea.
But it was in battle formation that the Israelites went up out of the land of Egypt.
19 Moses also took Joseph’s bones with him,
because Joseph had made the sons of Israel
solemnly swear: “God will not fail to turn his
attention to you, and you must take my bones
up out of here with you.” 20 They departed
from Succoth and encamped at Etham, at
the edge of the wilderness.

AUGUST 10-16
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
15-16
“Praise Jehovah in Song”
(Exodus 15:1, 2) At that time Moses and the
Israelites sang this song to Jehovah: “Let me
sing to Jehovah, for he has become highly
exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled
into the sea. 2 My strength and my might is
Jah, since he has become my salvation. This
is my God, and I will praise him; my father’s
God, and I will exalt him.
3

w95 10/15 11 ˚11
Why Fear the True God Now?

16

So today too there are liberated worshipers
who appreciate not only the creative handiworks of God but also his decrees. People from
all nations have been spiritually liberated, separated from this polluted world because they
recognize and put into practice the righteous
decrees of God. Yearly, hundreds of thousands
escape this corrupt world to dwell with the
clean, upright organization of Jehovah’s worshipers. Soon, after God’s ﬁery judgments
against false religion and the rest of this wicked system have been executed, they will live
forever in a righteous new world.

11

Jehovah’s destruction of the Egyptian military
forces exalted him in the eyes of his worshipers and made his name widely known. (Joshua
2:9, 10; 4:23, 24) Yes, his name was elevated
above the powerless, false gods of Egypt, who
proved unable to deliver their worshipers. Trust
in their deities and in mortal man and military power led to bitter disappointment. (Psalm
146:3) No wonder the Israelites were moved to
sing praises that reﬂected wholesome fear of
the living God, who mightily delivers his people!

(Exodus 15:20, 21 ) Then Miri·am the
prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine
in her hand, and all the women followed her
with tambourines and with dances. 21 Miriam sang in response to the men: “Sing to
Jehovah, for he has become highly exalted.
The horse and its rider he has hurled into the
sea.”

(Exodus 15:11) Who among the gods is like
you, O Jehovah? Who is like you, showing
yourself mighty in holiness? The One to be
feared with songs of praise, the One doing
wonders.
(Exodus 15:18) Jehovah will rule as king forever and ever.

it-2 454 ˚1
Music

w95 10/15 11-12 ˚15-16
Why Fear the True God Now?

Much of the group singing in Israel appears to
have been antiphonal, either two half choruses
alternating in singing parallel lines, or a soloist
and an answering chorus alternating. In the
Scriptures this apparently is referred to as “responding.” (Ex 15:21; 1Sa 18:6, 7) This type of
singing is indicated by the very way some of
the psalms are written, such as Psalm 136. The
description of the two large thanksgiving choirs
in Nehemiah’s time and of their part in the inauguration of the wall of Jerusalem implies that
they sang in this style.—Ne 12:31, 38, 40-42;
see SONG.

15

Had we stood safely with Moses, we surely
would have been moved to sing: “Who among
the gods is like you, O Jehovah? Who is like
you, proving yourself mighty in holiness? The
One to be feared with songs of praise, the
One doing marvels.” (Exodus 15:11) Such sentiments have been echoed throughout the
centuries since then. In the last book of the
Bible, the apostle John describes a group of
faithful anointed servants of God: “They are
singing the song of Moses the slave of God
and the song of the Lamb.” What is this great
song? “Great and wonderful are your works,
Jehovah God, the Almighty. Righteous and true
are your ways, King of eternity. Who will not
really fear you, Jehovah, and glorify your name,
because you alone are loyal?”—Revelation 15:
2-4.
mwbr20.08-E
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Prophetess
Miriam is the ﬁrst woman designated a prophetess in the Bible. God evidently conveyed
some message or messages through her, per4

haps in inspired singing. (Ex 15:20, 21) Thus,
she and Aaron are recorded as saying to Moses: “Is it not by us also that [Jehovah] has
spoken?” (Nu 12:2) Jehovah himself, through
the prophet Micah, spoke of having sent “Moses, Aaron and Miriam” before the Israelites
when bringing them up out of Egypt. (Mic 6:4)
Though Miriam was privileged to be used as an
instrument of divine communication, her relationship as such toward God was inferior to
that of her brother Moses. When she failed
to keep her proper place, she suﬀered severe
chastisement from God.—Nu 12:1-15.

a day or two, thus becoming easy catch for
hunters. In the early 20th century, Egypt was
exporting some three million quail annually for
food.
Both times that the Israelites fed on quail were
in the spring. Although quail regularly ﬂew over
the Sinai area during that time, it was Jehovah who caused ‘a wind to burst forth’ to
drive these birds into the Israelite encampment.
—Numbers 11:31.

(Exodus 16:32-34) Then Moses said: “This
is what Jehovah has commanded, ‘Fill an
omer measure of it as something to be kept
throughout your generations, so that they
may see the bread that I gave you to eat
in the wilderness when I was bringing you
out of the land of Egypt.’ ” 33 So Moses said
to Aaron: “Take a jar and put in it an omer
measure of manna and deposit it before Jehovah as something to be kept throughout
your generations.” 34 Just as Jehovah commanded Moses, Aaron placed it before the
Testimony so that it might be preserved.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 16:13) So that evening quail came
and covered the camp, and in the morning a
layer of dew was all around the camp.
w11 9/1 14
Did You Know?
Why did God choose quail to feed the Israelites in the wilderness?
Following the Israelites’ Exodus from Egypt,
God twice provided them with an abundance of
meat in the form of quail.—Exodus 16:13; Numbers 11:31.

w06 1/15 31
Questions From Readers

Quail are small birds, about 7 inches (18 cm) in
length and weighing about 3.5 ounces (100 g).
They breed in many parts of western Asia and
Europe. Being migratory birds, they winter in
North Africa and Arabia. During their seasonal passage, vast ﬂocks traverse the eastern
shores of the Mediterranean Sea and ﬂy over
the Sinai Peninsula.

Shortly after their deliverance from Egypt, the
Israelites began to murmur about food. So Jehovah provided manna for them. (Exodus 12:17,
18; 16:1-5) At that time, Moses instructed Aaron: “Take a jar and put in it an omerful of
manna and deposit it before Jehovah as something to be kept throughout your generations.”
The account states: “Just as Jehovah had commanded Moses, Aaron proceeded to deposit it
before the Testimony [an archive for the safekeeping of important documents] as something
to be kept.” (Exodus 16:33, 34) While Aaron undoubtedly gathered manna into a jar at that
time, the depositing of it before the Testimony had to wait until Moses made the Ark and
placed the tablets in it.

According to The New Westminster Dictionary
of the Bible, quail “ﬂy rapidly and well, and
take advantage of the wind; but if the wind
changes its course, or the birds become exhausted from long ﬂight, the whole immense
ﬂock is apt to fall to the ground, where the
birds lie stunned.” Before continuing their migration, they have to rest on the ground for
mwbr20.08-E
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Bible Reading

they turned and faced toward the wilderness, and look! Jehovah’s glory appeared in
the cloud. 11 Jehovah spoke further to Moses,
saying: 12 “I have heard the murmurings of
the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will
eat meat, and in the morning you will be satisﬁed with bread, and you will certainly know
that I am Jehovah your God.’ ” 13 So that
evening quail came and covered the camp,
and in the morning a layer of dew was all
around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew
evaporated, there was a ﬁne, ﬂaky substance
on the surface of the wilderness, as ﬁne as
frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites
saw it, they began to say to one another,
“What is it?” for they did not know what it
was. Moses said to them: “It is the bread
that Jehovah has given you for food. 16 This
is what Jehovah has commanded, ‘Each one
should gather it according to how much he
can eat. You are to take an omer measure
for each individual according to the number
of the people that each of you has in his
tent.’ ” 17 The Israelites began to do so; they
gathered it, some gathering much and some
gathering little. 18 When they would measure
it by the omer, the one who had gathered
much had no surplus and the one who had
gathered little had no shortage. They each
gathered it according to what they could eat.

(Exodus 16:1-18) After they departed from
Elim, the entire assembly of the Israelites
eventually came to the wilderness of Sin,
which is between Elim and Sinai, on the 15th
day of the second month after their departure from the land of Egypt. 2 Then the entire
assembly of the Israelites began to murmur
against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.
3 The Israelites kept saying to them: “If only
we had died by Jehovah’s hand in the land of
Egypt while we were sitting by the pots of
meat, while we were eating bread to satisfaction. Now you have brought us out into this
wilderness to put this whole congregation
to death by famine.” 4 Then Jehovah said to
Moses: “Here I am raining down bread for
you from the heavens, and each of the people
should go out to gather his amount day by
day, so that I may put them to the test to see
whether they will walk in my law or not. 5 But
on the sixth day when they prepare what
they have gathered, it is to be double the
amount that they pick up on each of the other days.” 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the
Israelites: “In the evening you will certainly
know that it is Jehovah who brought you
out of the land of Egypt. 7 In the morning you
will see Jehovah’s glory, for he has heard your
murmurings against Jehovah. Who are we
that you should murmur against us?” 8 Moses
continued: “When Jehovah gives you meat to
eat in the evening and in the morning bread
to satisfaction, you will see that Jehovah has
heard your murmurings that you are murmuring against him. But who are we? Your
murmurings are not against us, but against
Jehovah.” 9 Then Moses said to Aaron: “Tell
the entire assembly of the Israelites, ‘Come
near before Jehovah, for he has heard your
murmurings.’ ” 10 As soon as Aaron had spoken to the entire assembly of the Israelites,
mwbr20.08-E
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TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
17-18
“Modest Men Train and Delegate”
(Exodus 18:17, 18) Moses’ father-in-law said
to him: “What you are doing is not good.
18 You will surely wear out, both you and this
people who are with you, because this is too
big a load for you and you cannot carry it by
yourself.
6

w13 2/1 6
Moses—A Man of Love

the people, as chiefs of thousands, chiefs of
hundreds, chiefs of ﬁfties, and chiefs of tens.

Moses showed love for his fellow Israelites.
They recognized that Jehovah was using Moses to guide his people, so they approached
Moses with their various problems. We read:
“The people kept standing before Moses from
the morning till the evening.” (Exodus 18:13-16)
Imagine how draining it must have been for
Moses to listen—hour after hour—as the Israelites unburdened themselves of their concerns!
Yet, Moses was happy to help the people he
loved.

w02 5/15 25 ˚5
Integrity Leads the Upright Ones
Moses too was modest and humble. When he
was wearing himself out in caring for the problems of others, his father-in-law, Jethro, oﬀered
a practical solution: Share some responsibility with other qualiﬁed men. Recognizing his
own limitations, Moses wisely accepted the
suggestion. (Exodus 18:17-26; Numbers 12:3) A
modest man is not reluctant to delegate authority to others, nor does he fear that he
somehow loses control by sharing appropriate
responsibilities with other qualiﬁed men. (Numbers 11:16, 17, 26-29) Rather, he is eager to
help them to progress spiritually. (1 Timothy 4:
15) Should that not be true of us also?

(Exodus 18:21, 22) But you should select
from the people capable men fearing God,
trustworthy men hating dishonest proﬁt, and
appoint these over them as chiefs over thousands, chiefs over hundreds, chiefs over
ﬁfties, and chiefs over tens. 22 They should
judge the people when cases arise, and they
will bring every diﬃcult case to you, but every
minor case they will decide. Make it easier for
yourself by letting them share the load along
with you.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 17:11-13) As long as Moses kept his
hands lifted up, the Israelites prevailed, but
as soon as he would let down his hands, the
A·malek·ites prevailed. 12 When the hands of
Moses were heavy, they took a stone and put
it under him, and he sat on it. Then Aaron and
Hur, one on each side, supported his hands,
so that his hands remained steady until the
sun set. 13 Thus Joshua defeated Ama·lek
and his people with the sword.

w03 11/1 6 ˚1
Trust Is Vital for a Happy Life
These were men who showed certain godly
qualities before being appointed to positions of
trust. They had already given evidence that they
feared God; they had a healthy reverence for
the Creator and feared to displease him. It was
clear to everyone that these men did their very
best to uphold God’s standards. They hated unjust proﬁt, which indicated moral strength that
would prevent them from being corrupted by
power. They would not abuse trust so as to further their own personal interests or those of
relatives or friends.

w16.09 6 ˚14
“Do Not Let Your Hands Drop Down”
14

Aaron and Hur literally supported Moses’
hands during a battle. As for us, we can look
for ways to support and to give practical aid
to others. To whom? To those battling the effects of old age, health limitations, opposition
from their family, loneliness, or the loss of a
loved one. We can also strengthen young ones
who are facing pressure to share in wrongdoing or to seek “success” in this system of
things, whether academically, ﬁnancially, or

(Exodus 18:24 , 25 ) Moses immediately
listened to his father-in-law and did all that
he had said. 25 Moses chose capable men out
of all Israel and appointed them heads over
mwbr20.08-E
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thirsty for water there, and they kept murmuring against Moses and saying: “Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to kill us
and our sons and our livestock with thirst?”
4 Finally Moses cried out to Jehovah: “What
should I do with this people? A little longer
and they will stone me!” 5 Then Jehovah said
to Moses: “Go ahead of the people, and take
with you some of the elders of Israel and
your rod with which you struck the Nile River. Take it in your hand and walk on. 6 Look!
I will be standing before you there on the rock
in Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water will come out of it, and the people will
drink it.” Moses did so before the eyes of
the elders of Israel. 7 So he named the place
Massah and Meri·bah because of the quarreling of the Israelites and because they put
Jehovah to the test by saying: “Is Jehovah in
our midst or not?” 8 Then the A·malek·ites
came and fought against Israel in Rephidim. 9 At this Moses said to Joshua: “Choose
men for us and go out to ﬁght against the
A·malek·ites. Tomorrow I will stand on top
of the hill, with the rod of the true God in
my hand.” 10 Then Joshua did just as Moses
told him, and he fought against the A·malek·ites. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up
to the top of the hill. 11 As long as Moses kept
his hands lifted up, the Israelites prevailed,
but as soon as he would let down his hands,
the A·malek·ites prevailed. 12 When the hands
of Moses were heavy, they took a stone and
put it under him, and he sat on it. Then Aaron and Hur, one on each side, supported his
hands, so that his hands remained steady
until the sun set. 13 Thus Joshua defeated
Ama·lek and his people with the sword. 14 Jehovah now said to Moses: “Write this as a
memorial in the book and repeat it to Joshua, ‘I will completely wipe out the memory of
Ama·lek from under the heavens.’ ” 15 Then

professionally. (1 Thess. 3:1-3; 5:11, 14) Look
for ways to show genuine interest in others at
the Kingdom Hall, in the ministry, while enjoying a meal together, or as you converse on the
telephone.

(Exodus 17:14) Jehovah now said to Moses:
“Write this as a memorial in the book and repeat it to Joshua, ‘I will completely wipe out
the memory of Ama·lek from under the heavens.’ ”
it-1 406
Canon
That these writings of Moses were of divine
origin, inspired of God, canonical, and a safe
guideline for pure worship, there can be no
doubt, in the light of internal evidence. It was
not through Moses’ initiative that he became
the leader and commander of the Israelites; at
ﬁrst Moses drew back at the suggestion. (Ex 3:
10, 11; 4:10-14) Rather, God raised Moses up
and invested in him such miraculous powers
that even Pharaoh’s magic-practicing priests
were compelled to acknowledge that what
Moses did originated with God. (Ex 4:1-9; 8:1619) So it was not Moses’ personal ambition to
be an orator and writer. Rather, in obedience to
God’s command and with the divine credentials
of holy spirit, Moses was moved ﬁrst to speak
and then to write down part of the Bible canon.—Ex 17:14.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 17:1-16) The entire assembly of the
Israelites departed from the wilderness of
Sin by stages according to the order of Jehovah, and they camped at Rephi·dim. But
there was no water for the people to drink.
2 So the people began quarreling with Moses
and saying: “Give us water to drink.” But Moses said to them: “Why are you quarreling
with me? Why do you keep putting Jehovah to the test?” 3 But the people were very
mwbr20.08-E
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Moses built an altar and named it Je·hovahnissi, 16 saying: “Because his hand is against
the throne of Jah, Jehovah will have war with
Ama·lek from generation to generation.”

(Exodus 20:8-11) “Remember the Sabbath
day to keep it sacred. 9 You are to labor and
do all your work for six days, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to Jehovah your God.
You must not do any work, neither you nor
your son nor your daughter nor your slave
man nor your slave girl nor your domestic animal nor your foreign resident who is inside
your settlements. 11 For in six days Jehovah
made the heavens and the earth, the sea,
and all that is in them, and he began to
rest on the seventh day. That is why Jehovah
blessed the Sabbath day and made it sacred.

AUGUST 24-30
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
19-20
“The Ten Commandments and You”
(Exodus 20:3-7) You must not have any other gods besides me. 4 “You must not make
for yourself a carved image or a form like
anything that is in the heavens above or on
the earth below or in the waters under the
earth. 5 You must not bow down to them
nor be enticed to serve them, for I, Jehovah
your God, am a God who requires exclusive
devotion, bringing punishment for the error
of fathers upon sons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation of those
who hate me, 6 but showing loyal love to the
thousandth generation of those who love me
and keep my commandments. 7 “You must
not take up the name of Jehovah your God
in a worthless way, for Jehovah will not leave
unpunished the one who takes up His name
in a worthless way.

(Exodus 20:12-17) “Honor your father and
your mother, so that you may live a long time
in the land that Jehovah your God is giving
you. 13 “You must not murder. 14 “You must
not commit adultery. 15 “You must not steal.
16 “You must not testify falsely when you are
a witness against your fellow man. 17 “You
must not desire your fellow man’s house. You
must not desire your fellow man’s wife nor his
slave man nor his slave girl nor his bull nor
his donkey nor anything that belongs to your
fellow man.”
w89 11/15 6 ˚2-3
What Do the Ten Commandments Mean to
You?

w89 11/15 6 ˚1
What Do the Ten Commandments Mean to
You?

(Fifth) The obedience of children to their parents continues to serve as the cornerstone of
family unity, bringing with it Jehovah’s blessings. And what a marvelous hope this “ﬁrst
command with a promise” oﬀers! It is not only
“that it may go well with you” but also that
“you may endure a long time on the earth.”
(Ephesians 6:1-3) Now that we are living in “the
last days” of this present wicked system, such
godly obedience oﬀers young people the prospect of never dying.—2 Timothy 3:1; John 11:26.

The ﬁrst four commandments highlight our responsibilities toward Jehovah. (First) He is a
God who still exacts exclusive devotion. (Matthew 4:10) (Second) None of his worshipers
should use images. (1 John 5:21) (Third) Our
use of God’s name should be proper and digniﬁed, never disrespectful. (John 17:26; Romans
10:13) (Fourth) Our whole life should revolve
around sacred matters. This enables us to rest,
or ‘take a sabbath,’ from a course of selfrighteousness.—Hebrews 4:9, 10.
mwbr20.08-E

Love for our neighbor will prevent us from
causing him harm through such wicked deeds
9

as (Sixth) murder, (Seventh) adultery, (Eighth)
stealing, and (Ninth) making false statements.
(1 John 3:10-12; Hebrews 13:4; Ephesians 4:
28; Matthew 5:37; Proverbs 6:16-19) But what
of our motives? The (Tenth) commandment,
against covetousness, reminds us that Jehovah
requires that our intentions always be upright
in his eyes.—Proverbs 21:2.

your sons, even I.” (Ho 4:6) Correspondingly,
Jesus told the Jewish leaders: “The kingdom of
God will be taken from you and be given to a
nation producing its fruits.” (Mt 21:43) Nevertheless, Jesus Christ, being under the Law
while on earth, recognized the Aaronic priesthood as being in force, and he directed ones
whom he cured of leprosy to go to the priest
and make the required oﬀering.—Mt 8:4; Mr 1:
44; Lu 17:14.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 19:5, 6) Now if you will strictly obey
my voice and keep my covenant, you will certainly become my special property out of all
peoples, for the whole earth belongs to me.
6 You will become to me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.’ These are the words that
you are to say to the Israelites.”

(Exodus 20:4, 5) “You must not make for
yourself a carved image or a form like anything that is in the heavens above or on the
earth below or in the waters under the earth.
5 You must not bow down to them nor be
enticed to serve them, for I, Jehovah your
God, am a God who requires exclusive devotion, bringing punishment for the error of
fathers upon sons, upon the third generation
and upon the fourth generation of those who
hate me,

it-2 687 ˚1-2
Priest
The Christian Priesthood. Jehovah had promised that if Israel kept his covenant they would
become to Him “a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation.” (Ex 19:6) However, the priesthood
of Aaron’s line was to continue only until the
coming of the greater priesthood that it foreshadowed. (Heb 8:4, 5) It would endure until
the ending of the Law covenant and the inauguration of the new covenant. (Heb 7:11-14; 8:
6, 7, 13) The oﬀer was ﬁrst made exclusively to
Israel to become Jehovah’s priests serving in
God’s promised Kingdom arrangement; in time
this oﬀer was extended to the Gentiles.—Ac 10:
34, 35; 15:14; Ro 10:21.

w04 3/15 27 ˚1
Highlights From the Book of Exodus
20:5—How is it that Jehovah brings “punishment for the error of fathers” upon future
generations? After reaching an age of responsibility, each individual is judged on the basis of
his own conduct and attitude. But when the nation of Israel turned to idolatry, it suﬀered the
consequences of this for generations thereafter.
Even the faithful Israelites felt its eﬀects in that
the nation’s religious delinquency made staying
on a course of integrity diﬃcult for them.

Only a remnant of the Jews accepted Christ,
the nation thereby failing to provide the members of the real kingdom of priests and the holy
nation. (Ro 11:7, 20) Because of Israel’s unfaithfulness God had forewarned them of this
by his prophet Hosea centuries before, saying:
“Because the knowledge is what you yourself
have rejected, I shall also reject you from serving as a priest to me; and because you keep
forgetting the law of your God, I shall forget
mwbr20.08-E

Bible Reading
(Exodus 19:1-19) In the third month after the
Israelites went out of the land of Egypt, on
the same day, they came to the wilderness of
Sinai. 2 They pulled away from Rephi·dim and
came to the wilderness of Sinai and camped
in the wilderness. Israel camped there in front
of the mountain. 3 Then Moses went up to the
10

clothing. 15 He said to the people: “Get ready
for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations.” 16 On the morning of the third day,
there was thunder and lightning, and there
was a heavy cloud on the mountain and a
very loud sound of a horn, and all the people in the camp began to tremble. 17 Moses
now brought the people out of the camp to
meet the true God, and they took their place
at the base of the mountain. 18 Mount Sinai smoked all over, because Jehovah came
down upon it in ﬁre; and its smoke was rising like the smoke of a kiln, and the whole
mountain was trembling violently. 19 As the
sound of the horn grew louder and louder,
Moses spoke, and the voice of the true God
answered him.

true God, and Jehovah called to him from the
mountain, saying: “This is what you are to
say to the house of Jacob and to tell the Israelites, 4 ‘You have seen for yourselves what
I did to the Egyptians, in order to carry you
on wings of eagles and bring you to myself.
5 Now if you will strictly obey my voice and
keep my covenant, you will certainly become
my special property out of all peoples, for the
whole earth belongs to me. 6 You will become
to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you are to say
to the Israelites.” 7 So Moses went and summoned the elders of the people and declared
to them all these words that Jehovah had
commanded him. 8 After that all the people
answered unanimously: “All that Jehovah has
spoken, we are willing to do.” Moses immediately took the people’s response to Jehovah.
9 And Jehovah said to Moses: “Look! I am
coming to you in a dark cloud, so that the
people may hear when I speak with you and
so that they may always put faith in you as
well.” Then Moses reported the words of the
people to Jehovah. 10 Then Jehovah said to
Moses: “Go to the people and sanctify them
today and tomorrow, and they must wash
their clothing. 11 And they must be ready for
the third day, because on the third day Jehovah will come down upon Mount Sinai before
the eyes of all the people. 12 You must set
boundaries for the people all around it and
tell them, ‘Beware of going up to the mountain or touching its border. Anybody touching
the mountain will surely be put to death. 13 No
hand is to touch him, but he will either be
stoned or be shot through. Whether beast
or man, he will not live.’ But at the sound
of the ram’s horn they may come up to the
mountain.” 14 Then Moses went down from
the mountain to the people, and he began to
sanctify the people, and they washed their
mwbr20.08-E

AUGUST 31–SEPTEMBER 6
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
21-22
“Reflect Jehovah’s View of Life”
(Exodus 21:20) “If a man strikes his slave
man or his slave girl with a stick and that one
dies by his hand, that one must be avenged.
it-1 271
Beating
A Hebrew slave owner was permitted to strike
his slave man or slave girl with a stick if the
slave was disobedient or rebellious. But if the
slave died under the beating, the slave owner
was to be punished. If the slave lived for a day
or two afterward, however, this would be evidence tending to indicate that the slave owner
did not have murder in his heart. He had the
right to mete out disciplinary punishment, for
the slave was “his money.” A man would be
very unlikely to want to destroy completely his
own valuable property, thereby suﬀering a loss.
Also, if the slave died after the passage of a
day or more, it might not be certain whether
11

death was from the beating or from some other cause. So if the slave continued alive a day
or two, the master would not be punished.—Ex
21:20, 21.

the bull to keep other people safe. Because he
could not eat the meat or sell it to others for
food, killing that animal was a big loss. But
suppose that after a bull had injured a person,
its owner did not keep the animal under guard.
What then? If that same bull later killed someone, the bull and its owner would be put to
death. That law gave pause to anyone inclined
to be careless with his livestock.—Ex. 21:28, 29.

(Exodus 21:22, 23) “If men should struggle
with each other and they hurt a pregnant
woman and she gives birth prematurely but
no fatality results, the oﬀender must pay the
damages imposed on him by the husband of
the woman; and he must pay it through the
judges. 23 But if a fatality does occur, then
you must give life for life,

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 21:5, 6) But if the slave should insist and say, ‘I love my master, my wife, and
my sons; I do not want to be set free,’ 6 his
master must bring him before the true God.
Then he will bring him up against the door or
the doorpost, and his master will pierce his
ear through with an awl, and he will be his
slave for life.

lvs 95 ˚16
Do You Value Life as God Does?
16

Every human life is important to Jehovah.
Even an unborn baby is precious to him. Under
the Law of Moses, if a person accidentally hurt
a pregnant woman and either she or her baby
died, Jehovah held that person guilty of manslaughter. This meant that even though it was
an accident, someone had been killed and the
life had to be compensated for. (Read Exodus
21:22, 23.) To God, an unborn baby is a living person. Knowing that, how do you think he
feels about abortion? How do you think he feels
when he sees millions of unborn babies killed
every year?

w10 1/15 4 ˚4-5
Why Dedicate Yourself to Jehovah?
4

Christian dedication is a serious matter. It is
more than a mere commitment. How, though,
does making a dedication beneﬁt us? By way of
comparison, let us consider how making a commitment in human relationships brings beneﬁts.
One example is friendship. To enjoy the privilege of having a friend, you have to accept the
responsibility of being a friend. That involves
a commitment—you feel an obligation to care
about your friend. One of the most outstanding
friendships described in the Bible is that of David and Jonathan. They even made a covenant
of friendship with each other. (Read 1 Samuel
17:57; 18:1, 3.) Although friendships with that
level of commitment are rare, most friendships
ﬂourish when companions are committed, or
feel some obligation, to each other.—Prov. 17:
17; 18:24.

(Exodus 21:28, 29) “If a bull gores a man or
a woman and that one dies, the bull must be
stoned to death and its meat is not to be
eaten; but the owner of the bull is free from
punishment. 29 But if a bull was in the habit
of goring and its owner had been warned but
he would not keep it under guard and it killed
a man or a woman, the bull is to be stoned
and its owner is also to be put to death.
w10 4/15 29 ˚4
Jehovah Wants You to Be “Safe and Sound”

5

The Law that God gave to Israel describes another relationship in which people beneﬁted by
making a commitment. If a slave wanted the
security of belonging permanently to a good

The sanctions of the Law also applied to injuries caused by domestic animals. If a bull killed
a person by goring, the owner had to destroy
mwbr20.08-E
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man sells his daughter as a slave, she will not
go free the same way that a slave man does.
8 If her master is not pleased with her and he
does not designate her as a concubine but
causes her to be purchased by someone else,
he will not be entitled to sell her to foreigners, for he has betrayed her. 9 If he selects
her for his son, he is to grant her the rights
of a daughter. 10 If he takes another wife for
himself, the sustenance, the clothing, and the
marriage due of the ﬁrst wife are not to be
diminished. 11 If he will not render these three
things to her, then she is to go free without
paying any money. 12 “Anyone who strikes a
man so that he dies must be put to death.
13 But if he does it unintentionally and the
true God lets it happen, I will designate for
you a place where he can ﬂee. 14 If a man
becomes very angry with his fellow man and
he deliberately kills him, the man must die
even if you have to take him from my altar.
15 One who strikes his father or his mother
must be put to death. 16 “If anyone kidnaps
a man and sells him or is caught holding him,
he must be put to death. 17 “Anyone who curses his father or his mother must be put to
death. 18 “This is what should happen if men
quarrel and one strikes his fellow man with a
stone or a ﬁst and he does not die but is conﬁned to his bed: 19 If he is able to get up and
walk around outdoors with the aid of a staﬀ,
then the one who struck him must be free
from punishment. He will only make compensation for the time the injured man lost from
his work until he is completely healed. 20 “If
a man strikes his slave man or his slave girl
with a stick and that one dies by his hand,
that one must be avenged. 21 However, if he
survives for one or two days, he is not to be
avenged, because he is someone bought with
his owner’s money.

master, he could enter a permanent and binding agreement with him. The Law states: “If the
slave should insistently say, ‘I really love my
master, my wife and my sons; I do not want to
go out as one set free,’ then his master must
bring him near to the true God and must bring
him up against the door or the doorpost; and
his master must pierce his ear through with an
awl, and he must be his slave to time indefinite.”—Ex. 21:5, 6.

(Exodus 21:14) If a man becomes very angry with his fellow man and he deliberately
kills him, the man must die even if you have
to take him from my altar.
it-1 1143
Horn
The statement at Exodus 21:14 may mean that
even a priest was to be executed for murder, or
that the act of taking hold of the horns of
the altar would not shield any willful murderer.
—Compare 1Ki 2:28-34.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 21:1-21) “These are the judicial decisions that you are to convey to them: 2 “If
you buy a Hebrew slave, he will serve as a
slave for six years, but in the seventh year, he
will be set free without paying anything. 3 If
he came by himself, he will go out by himself.
If he is the husband of a wife, then his wife
must go out with him. 4 If his master gives
him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her children will become
her master’s, and he will go out by himself.
5 But if the slave should insist and say, ‘I love
my master, my wife, and my sons; I do not
want to be set free,’ 6 his master must bring
him before the true God. Then he will bring
him up against the door or the doorpost, and
his master will pierce his ear through with an
awl, and he will be his slave for life. 7 “If a
˘ 2020 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
(Exodus 23:2) You must not follow after the
crowd to do evil, and you must not pervert
justice by giving testimony to go along with
the crowd.

SEPTEMBER 7-13
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
23-24
“Do Not Follow After the Crowd”

it-1 11 ˚3
Aaron

(Exodus 23:1) “You must not spread a report
that is not true. Do not cooperate with a wicked one by becoming a malicious witness.

It is noteworthy that in each of his three deﬂections, Aaron does not appear as the principal
initiator of the wrong action but, rather, seems
to have allowed the pressure of the circumstances or the inﬂuence of others to sway him
from a course of rectitude. Particularly in his
ﬁrst trespass, he could have applied the principle underlying the command: “You must not
follow after the crowd for evil ends.” (Ex 23:2)
Nevertheless, his name is thereafter used in the
Scriptures in an honorable way, and God’s Son,
during his earthly lifetime, recognized the legitimacy of the Aaronic priesthood.—Ps 115:10, 12;
118:3; 133:1, 2; 135:19; Mt 5:17-19; 8:4.

w18.08 4 ˚7-8
Do You Have the Facts?
7

Are you the kind of person who enjoys sending e-mails and text messages to your friends
and acquaintances? If so, when you see a newly published story in the news media or hear an
experience, you might feel like a news reporter
who wants to be the ﬁrst to break an exciting
story. However, before you send that text message or e-mail, ask yourself: ‘Am I certain that
the information I am about to spread is true? Do
I really have the facts?’ If you are not certain,
you could unwittingly circulate false information
among our brotherhood. If in doubt, hit the delete key, not the send button.

(Exodus 23:3) You must show impartiality in
the dispute of a poor person.
it-1 343 ˚5
Blindness

8

There is another danger in quickly forwarding
e-mails and text messages. In some lands, our
work is under restriction or outright ban. Our
opposers in such lands may purposely circulate reports designed to instill fear or to cause
us to distrust one another. Consider what happened in the former Soviet Union. The secret
police, known as the KGB, spread rumors that
various prominent brothers had betrayed Jehovah’s people. Many put conﬁdence in such false
reports, and as a result, they separated themselves from Jehovah’s organization. How sad!
Thankfully, many later returned, but some never did. Their faith was shipwrecked. (1 Tim. 1:19)
How can we avoid such a disastrous outcome?
Refuse to circulate negative or unsubstantiated
reports. Do not be naive, or gullible. Be sure you
have the facts.
mwbr20.09-E

Miscarriage of justice through judicial corruption was symbolized by blindness, and many
are the exhortations in the Law against bribery, gifts, or prejudice, as such things can blind
a judge and prevent the impartial administration of justice. “The bribe blinds clear-sighted
men.” (Ex 23:8) “The bribe blinds the eyes of
wise ones.” (De 16:19) A judge, no matter how
upright and discerning, may be consciously or
even unconsciously aﬀected by a gift from those
involved in the case. God’s law thoughtfully considers the blinding eﬀect not only of a gift but
also of sentiment, as it states: “You must not
treat the lowly with partiality, and you must not
prefer the person of a great one.” (Le 19:15)
So, for sentimentality or for popularity with the
1

crowd, a judge was not to render his verdict
against the rich merely because they were rich.
—Ex 23:2, 3.

angel who led the Israelites through the wilderness. (Ex 23:20, 21, 23; 32:34; 33:2) Lending
support to this conclusion is the fact that “Michael the archangel had a diﬀerence with the
Devil and was disputing about Moses’ body.”
—Jude 9.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 23:9) “You must not oppress a foreign resident. You know how it feels to be a
foreigner, because you were foreign residents
in the land of Egypt.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 23:1-19) “You must not spread a report that is not true. Do not cooperate with
a wicked one by becoming a malicious witness. 2 You must not follow after the crowd
to do evil, and you must not pervert justice by
giving testimony to go along with the crowd.
3 You must show impartiality in the dispute
of a poor person. 4 “If you come upon your
enemy’s bull or his donkey straying, you must
return it to him. 5 If you see that the donkey
of someone who hates you has fallen under
its load, you must not ignore it and leave. You
must help him release the animal. 6 “You are
not to pervert the judgment of the poor one
among you in his legal case. 7 “Have nothing to do with a false accusation, and do not
kill the innocent and the righteous, for I will
not declare the wicked one righteous. 8 “You
must not accept a bribe, for the bribe blinds
clear-sighted men and can distort the words
of righteous men. 9 “You must not oppress a
foreign resident. You know how it feels to be a
foreigner, because you were foreign residents
in the land of Egypt. 10 “You are to sow your
land with seed and gather its produce for
six years. 11 But the seventh year you should
leave it uncultivated and let it lie fallow, and
the poor among your people will eat of it,
and what they leave, the wild animals of the
ﬁeld will eat. That is what you should do with
your vineyard and your olive grove. 12 “Six
days you are to do your work; but on the
seventh day, you are to cease from your labor, in order that your bull and your donkey
may rest and the son of your slave girl and

w16.10 9 ˚4
“Do Not Forget Kindness to Strangers”
4

Rather than order the Israelites to respect foreigners, Jehovah appealed to their empathy.
(Read Exodus 23:9.) They knew ‘how it felt to
be a foreigner.’ Even before they were reduced
to slavery, the Hebrews were likely shunned by
the Egyptians because of racial pride or religious prejudice. (Gen. 43:32; 46:34; Ex. 1:11-14)
The Israelites had experienced a bitter life as
foreign residents, but Jehovah expected them
to treat the foreigner “like a native” among
them.—Lev. 19:33, 34.

(Exodus 23:20, 21) “I am sending an angel
ahead of you to guard you on the way and
to bring you into the place that I have prepared. 21 Pay attention to him, and obey his
voice. Do not rebel against him, for he will
not pardon your transgressions, because my
name is in him.
it-2 393
Michael
1. The only holy angel other than Gabriel named
in the Bible, and the only one called “archangel.” (Jude 9) The ﬁrst occurrence of the name
is in the tenth chapter of Daniel, where Michael
is described as “one of the foremost princes”;
he came to the aid of a lesser angel who was
opposed by “the prince of the royal realm of
Persia.” Michael was called “the prince of [Daniel’s] people,” “the great prince who is standing
in behalf of the sons of [Daniel’s] people.” (Da
10:13, 20, 21; 12:1) This points to Michael as the
mwbr20.09-E
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the foreign resident may refresh themselves.
13 “You must be careful to do all that I have
said to you, and you must not mention the
names of other gods; they should not be
heard on your lips. 14 “Three times a year
you are to celebrate a festival to me. 15 You
will observe the Festival of Unleavened Bread.
You will eat unleavened bread for seven days,
just as I have commanded you, at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for at that
time you came out of Egypt. No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 16 Also, you
are to observe the Festival of Harvest of the
ﬁrst ripe fruits of your labors, of what you
sow in the ﬁeld; and the Festival of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather
in from the ﬁeld the results of your labors.
17 Three times a year all your men are to appear before the true Lord, Jehovah. 18 “You
must not oﬀer the blood of my sacriﬁce with
anything leavened. And the sacriﬁces of fat
oﬀered at my festivals should not stay overnight until the morning. 19 “You are to bring
the best of the ﬁrst ripe fruits of your ground
to the house of Jehovah your God. “You must
not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

camp of Israel. The chest itself measured
2.5 cubits long, 1.5 cubits wide, and 1.5 cubits
high (c. 111  67  67 cm; 44  26  26 in.).
It was made of acacia wood, overlaid inside and
out with pure gold. An artistic “border of gold”
served as a crowning wreath “round about upon
it.” The second section of the Ark, its cover, was
made of solid gold, not just wood overlaid with
gold, and was the full length and breadth of the
chest. Mounted on this cover were two golden cherubs of hammered workmanship, one at
each end of the cover facing each other, with
heads bowed and wings extending upward and
overspreading the Ark. (Ex 25:10, 11, 17-22; 37:
6-9) This cover was also known as the “mercy
seat” or “propitiatory cover.”—Ex 25:17; Heb 9:5,
ftn; see PROPITIATORY COVER.

(Exodus 25:21) You will put the cover on the
Ark, and in the Ark you will place the Testimony that I will give you.
it-1 166 ˚2
Ark of the Covenant
The Ark served as a holy archive for the safekeeping of sacred reminders or testimony, the
principal contents being the two tablets of the
testimony, or the Ten Commandments. (Ex 25:
16) A “golden jar having the manna and the
rod of Aaron that budded” were added to the
Ark but were later removed sometime before
the building of Solomon’s temple. (Heb 9:4; Ex
16:32-34; Nu 17:10; 1Ki 8:9; 2Ch 5:10) Just before Moses died, he gave a copy of the “book
of the law” to the Levitical priests with instructions that it should be kept, not within, but “at
the side of the ark of the covenant of Jehovah
your God, . . . as a witness there against you.”
—De 31:24-26.

SEPTEMBER 14-20
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
25-26
“The Central Object of the Tabernacle”
(Exodus 25:9) You are to make it, the tabernacle and all its furnishings, following exactly
the pattern that I am showing you.
it-1 165
Ark of the Covenant

(Exodus 25:22) I will present myself to you
there and speak with you from above the cover. From between the two cherubs that are
on the ark of the Testimony, I will make known
to you all that I will command you for the Israelites.

Pattern and Design. The ﬁrst thing Jehovah
gave Moses, when instructing him to build the
tabernacle, was the pattern and design of the
Ark, for indeed it was the central and paramount object of the tabernacle and the whole
mwbr20.09-E
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it-1 166 ˚3
Ark of the Covenant

inner covering of tent cloths for the tabernacle
and the curtain dividing the Holy from the Most
Holy had embroidered cherub ﬁgures.—Ex 26:1,
31; 36:8, 35.

Associated with God’s presence. The Ark was
associated with God’s presence throughout its
history. Jehovah promised: “I will present myself
to you there and speak with you from above the
cover, from between the two cherubs that are
upon the ark of the testimony.” “In a cloud I
shall appear over the cover.” (Ex 25:22; Le 16:2)
Samuel wrote that Jehovah “is sitting upon the
cherubs” (1Sa 4:4); hence the cherubs served
as “the representation of the chariot” of Jehovah. (1Ch 28:18) Accordingly, “whenever Moses
went into the tent of meeting to speak with
[Jehovah], then he would hear the voice conversing with him from above the cover that was
upon the ark of the testimony, from between the
two cherubs; and he would speak to him.” (Nu
7:89) Later, Joshua and High Priest Phinehas
also inquired of Jehovah before the Ark. (Jos
7:6-10; Jg 20:27, 28) However, only the high
priest actually entered the Most Holy and saw
the Ark, one day a year, not to communicate
with Jehovah, but in carrying out the Atonement
Day ceremony.—Le 16:2, 3, 13, 15, 17; Heb 9:7.

(Exodus 25:30) And you will put the showbread on the table before me constantly.
it-2 936
Showbread
Twelve cakes of bread that were placed on a
table in the Holy compartment of the tabernacle or temple and that were replaced with fresh
ones each Sabbath. (Ex 35:13; 39:36; 1Ki 7:48;
2Ch 13:11; Ne 10:32, 33) The literal Hebrew designation for the showbread is the “bread of the
face.” The word for “face” sometimes denotes
“presence” (2Ki 13:23), and so the showbread
was in front of Jehovah’s face as an oﬀering
before him constantly. (Ex 25:30, ftn) The showbread is also referred to as “layer bread” (2Ch
2:4), “loaves of presentation” (Mr 2:26), and
simply “the loaves” (Heb 9:2).

Bible Reading
(Exodus 25:23-40) “You will also make a
table of acacia wood, two cubits long and
a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high.
24 You will overlay it with pure gold and make
a golden border around it. 25 You will make
a rim around it a handbreadth wide and a
border of gold to go around the rim. 26 You
will make for it four rings of gold and place
the rings on the four corners, where the four
legs are attached. 27 The rings are to be close
to the rim as holders for the poles for carrying the table. 28 You will make the poles of
acacia wood and overlay them with gold and
carry the table with them. 29 “You will also
make its dishes, its cups, and its pitchers
and bowls from which they will pour drink offerings. You are to make them out of pure
gold. 30 And you will put the showbread on the
table before me constantly. 31 “You will make

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 25:20) The cherubs are to spread
out their two wings upward, overshadowing
the cover with their wings, and they will face
each other. The faces of the cherubs will be
turned toward the cover.
it-1 432 ˚1
Cherub
Representative ﬁgures of cherubs were included in the furnishings of the tabernacle set up
in the wilderness. Rising above each end of
the Ark’s cover were two cherubs of hammered
gold. They were facing each other and bowing toward the cover in an attitude of worship.
Each had two wings that spread upward and
screened over the cover in a guarding and protecting manner. (Ex 25:10-21; 37:7-9) Also, the
mwbr20.09-E
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a lampstand of pure gold. The lampstand is
to be made of hammered work. Its base, its
stem, its branches, its cups, its knobs, and
its blossoms will be one piece. 32 And six
branches will extend out from the sides of the
lampstand, three branches from one side and
three branches from the other side. 33 Three
cups shaped like almond ﬂowers will be on
the one set of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating, and three cups shaped like
almond ﬂowers on the other set of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating. This
is how the six branches will extend out from
the stem of the lampstand. 34 On the stem of
the lampstand are four cups shaped like almond ﬂowers, with its knobs and its blossoms
alternating. 35 A knob will be under the ﬁrst
two branches that extend out of the stem and
a knob under the next two branches and a
knob under the next two branches, for the six
branches extending out from the stem. 36 The
knobs and the branches and the whole lampstand are to be one piece of pure, hammered
gold. 37 You will make seven lamps for it, and
when the lamps are lit, they will shine on the
area in front of it. 38 Its snuﬀers and its ﬁre
holders are to be of pure gold. 39 It should be
made, along with these utensils, from a talent of pure gold. 40 See that you make them
after their pattern that was shown to you on
the mountain.

must carry the means for making judgments
of the Israelites over his heart before Jehovah constantly.
it-2 1143
Urim and Thummim
A number of Bible commentators believe that
the Urim and the Thummim were lots. They
are called “the sacred lots” in James Moﬀatt’s
translation of Exodus 28:30. Some suppose
that they consisted of three pieces, one inscribed with the word “yes,” one with “no,” and
the other blank. These would be drawn, giving
the answer to the question propounded, unless
the blank piece was drawn, in which case no answer was forthcoming. Others think that they
may have been two ﬂat stones, white on one
side and black on the other. When thrown down,
two white sides up would mean “yes,” two black
sides “no,” and a black and a white would mean
no answer. On one occasion, when Saul had
inquired through the priest as to whether to resume an attack on the Philistines, he received
no answer. Feeling that someone among his
men had sinned, he petitioned: “O God of Israel, do give Thummim!” Saul and Jonathan were
taken from among those present; after that,
lots were cast to decide between the two. In this
account the appeal, “Do give Thummim,” seems
to be separate from the lot casting, though it
may give indication that there was some connection between the two.—1Sa 14:36-42.

(Exodus 28:36) “You are to make a shining
plate of pure gold and engrave on it as one
would engrave a seal: ‘Holiness belongs to
Jehovah.’

SEPTEMBER 21-27
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
27-28

it-1 849 ˚3
Forehead

“What Can We Learn From the Priests’ Garments?”

Israel’s High Priest. In Israel the high priest’s
turban had on its front, over the priest’s forehead, a gold plate, “the holy sign of dedication,”
upon which were inscribed “with the engravings of a seal” the words “Holiness belongs to

(Exodus 28:30) You will put the Urim and
the Thummim into the breastpiece of judgment, and they must be over Aaron’s heart
when he comes in before Jehovah, and Aaron
mwbr20.09-E
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Jehovah.” (Ex 28:36-38; 39:30) As Israel’s chief
representative of Jehovah’s worship, it was ﬁtting that the high priest keep his oﬃce holy, and
this inscription would also serve as a reminder
to all Israel of the need of constant holiness
in the service of Jehovah. It also served as a
suitable picture of the great High Priest, Jesus
Christ, and his being dedicated by Jehovah to
this priestly service that upholds God’s holiness.
—Heb 7:26.

should set in it mounted stones, four rows
of stones. The ﬁrst row is ruby, topaz, and
emerald. 18 The second row is turquoise, sapphire, and jasper. 19 The third row is leshem
stone, agate, and amethyst. 20 The fourth row
is chryso·lite, onyx, and jade. They should be
mounted in settings of gold. 21 The stones will
correspond to the names of the 12 sons of Israel. Each one should be engraved like a seal,
each name representing one of the 12 tribes.

(Exodus 28:42, 43) Also make linen shorts
for them to cover their naked ﬂesh. These are
to extend from the hips to the thighs. 43 These
must be worn by Aaron and his sons when
they come into the tent of meeting or when
they approach the altar to minister in the holy
place, so that they may not incur guilt and
die. It is a permanent statute for him and his
oﬀspring after him.

w12 8/1 26 ˚1-3
Did You Know?
Where did the precious stones on the breastpiece of Israel’s high priest come from?
After the Israelites left Egypt and entered the
wilderness, God gave them orders to make this
breastpiece. (Exodus 28:15-21) The breastpiece
had stones of ruby, topaz, emerald, turquoise,
sapphire, jasper, leshem, agate, amethyst, chrysolite, onyx, and jade. Did the Israelites really
have access to those types of gems?

w08 8/15 15 ˚17
Honor Jehovah by Displaying Dignity

In Bible times, people prized precious stones
and traded them. The ancient Egyptians, for example, obtained gemstones from as far away
as what is now modern-day Iran, Afghanistan, and possibly even India. Egyptian mines
produced a number of diﬀerent precious stones.
The Egyptian monarchs had a monopoly on mineral extraction in the territories they controlled.
The patriarch Job described how his contemporaries used shafts and underground galleries to
search for treasures. Among other items dug
from the ground, sapphire and topaz are specifically mentioned by Job.—Job 28:1-11, 19.

17

Special attention should be given to displaying
dignity when we approach Jehovah in worship.
“Guard your feet whenever you go to the house
of the true God,” says Ecclesiastes 5:1. Both
Moses and Joshua were commanded to remove
their sandals when in a holy place. (Ex. 3:5;
Josh. 5:15) They were to do this as a gesture of respect or reverence. Israelite priests
were obliged to wear linen drawers “to cover the
naked ﬂesh.” (Ex. 28:42, 43) This prevented indecent exposure when they served at the altar.
Every member of a priest’s family was to uphold
the godly standard of dignity.

The Exodus account states that the Israelites
“stripped the Egyptians” of their valuables when
leaving the land. (Exodus 12:35, 36) So it is
possible that the Israelites obtained from Egypt
the stones used on the high priest’s breastpiece.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 28:15-21) “You are to have an embroiderer make the breastpiece of judgment.
It should be made like the ephod, out of gold,
blue thread, purple wool, scarlet material, and
ﬁne twisted linen. 16 It should be square when
doubled, a span long and a span wide. 17 You
mwbr20.09-E

(Exodus 28:38) It will be on Aaron’s forehead, and Aaron will bear responsibility when
6

someone commits an error against the holy
things, which the Israelites sanctify when they
oﬀer them as holy gifts. It must always remain on his forehead, so that they may gain
approval before Jehovah.

on the network four rings of copper at its
four corners. 5 You will set it down below the
rim of the altar, and the network will extend
partway down into the altar. 6 You will make
poles of acacia wood for the altar and overlay
them with copper. 7 The poles will be inserted into the rings so that the poles are on the
two sides of the altar when it is carried. 8 You
will make the altar in the form of a hollow
chest of planks. It should be made just as
He showed you on the mountain. 9 “You will
make the courtyard of the tabernacle. For the
south side, facing south, the courtyard will
have hanging curtains of ﬁne twisted linen,
100 cubits long for the one side. 10 It will have
20 pillars with 20 copper socket pedestals.
The hooks of the pillars and their connectors are of silver. 11 The hanging curtains for
the north side will also be 100 cubits long,
along with its 20 pillars and their 20 copper
socket pedestals, with silver hooks and connectors for the pillars. 12 There are to be
hanging curtains on the west side for 50 cubits across the width of the courtyard, with
ten pillars and ten socket pedestals. 13 The
width of the courtyard on the east side toward the sunrise is 50 cubits. 14 There will be
15 cubits of hanging curtains on the one side,
with three pillars and three socket pedestals.
15 And for the other side, there will be 15 cubits of hanging curtains, with three pillars
and three socket pedestals. 16 “The entrance
of the courtyard should have a screen 20 cubits long made of blue thread, purple wool,
scarlet material, and ﬁne twisted linen woven together, with four pillars and their four
socket pedestals. 17 All the pillars surrounding the courtyard will have silver fasteners
and silver hooks, but their socket pedestals
will be of copper. 18 The courtyard is to be
100 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 5 cubits high, made from ﬁne twisted linen, and
it should have copper socket pedestals. 19 All

it-1 1130 ˚2
Holiness
Animals and Produce. The ﬁrstborn males of
cattle, sheep, and goats were counted as holy
to Jehovah and were not to be redeemed. They
were to be sacriﬁced, and a portion went to the
sanctiﬁed priests. (Nu 18:17-19) The ﬁrstfruits
and the tithe were holy, as were all sacriﬁces
and all gifts sanctiﬁed to the service of the
sanctuary. (Ex 28:38) All things holy to Jehovah
were sacred and could not be considered lightly or used in a common, or profane, way. An
example is the law regarding the tithe. If a man
set aside the portion to be tithed, say, of his
wheat crop, and then he or one of his household unintentionally took some of it for home
use, such as cooking, the man was guilty of violating God’s law respecting holy things. The
Law required that he make compensation to the
sanctuary of an equal amount plus 20 percent,
besides oﬀering up a sound ram of the ﬂock as
a sacriﬁce. Thus, great respect was engendered
for the holy things belonging to Jehovah.—Le 5:
14-16.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 27:1-21) “You will make the altar of
acacia wood; it will be ﬁve cubits long and
ﬁve cubits wide. The altar should be square
and three cubits high. 2 You will make horns
on its four corners; the horns will be part of
the altar, and you will overlay the altar with
copper. 3 You will make buckets for clearing
away its ashes, along with shovels, bowls,
forks, and ﬁre holders, and you will make all
its utensils of copper. 4 You will make a grating for the altar, a network of copper, and
mwbr20.09-E
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the utensils and the items used in the service of the tabernacle, as well as its tent pins
and all the pins of the courtyard, are to be
of copper. 20 “You are to command the Israelites to bring you pure, beaten olive oil for the
lighting, in order to keep the lamps burning
constantly. 21 In the tent of meeting, outside
the curtain that is near the Testimony, Aaron
and his sons will arrange to keep the lamps
lit from evening until morning before Jehovah.
It is a lasting statute for all their generations
to be carried out by the Israelites.

nacle tax and were not required to serve in the
army.—Nu 1:44-47; 2:32, 33; 18:20, 24.

(Exodus 30:13-15) This is what all those
who are registered will give: a half shekel by
the standard shekel of the holy place. Twenty gerahs equal a shekel. A half shekel is
the contribution to Jehovah. 14 Everyone registered who is 20 years old and up will give
Jehovah’s contribution. 15 The rich should not
give more and the poor should not give less
than the half shekel as a contribution to Jehovah to make atonement for your lives.
it-1 502
Contribution

SEPTEMBER 28–OCTOBER 4
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
29-30

Some contributions were required under the
Law. When Moses took a census of the Israelites, each male 20 years old and upward was
to give a ransom for his soul, “a half shekel [probably $1.10] by the shekel of the holy
place.” It was “Jehovah’s contribution” in order
to make atonement for their souls and “in behalf of the service of the tent of meeting.” (Ex
30:11-16) According to the Jewish historian Josephus (The Jewish War, VII, 218 [vi, 6]), this
“sacred tax” was thereafter paid annually.—2Ch
24:6-10; Mt 17:24; see TAXATION.

“A Contribution to Jehovah”
(Exodus 30:11, 12) Then Jehovah said to
Moses: 12 “Whenever you take a census and
count the sons of Israel, each one must give
a ransom for his life to Jehovah at the time
of the census. This is so that no plague may
be brought upon them when they are registered.
it-2 764-765
Registration

(Exodus 30:16) You are to take the silver
money of the atonement from the Israelites
and give it in behalf of the service of the tent
of meeting, that it may serve as a remembrance before Jehovah for the Israelites, to
make atonement for your lives.”

At Sinai. At Jehovah’s command the ﬁrst registration took place during the encampment
at Sinai in the second month of the second
year following the Exodus from Egypt. To assist Moses in this undertaking, a chieftain was
selected out of each tribe to take the responsibility and oversight of the registration in his
tribe. Not only were all males listed who were 20
years old and upward—eligible for service in the
army—but the Law also placed on the registered
ones a head tax of half a shekel ($1.10) for the
service of the tabernacle. (Ex 30:11-16; Nu 1:116, 18, 19) The total number listed amounted to
603,550, excluding the Levites, who would have
no inheritance in the land. These paid no tabermwbr20.09-E

w11 11/1 12 ˚1-2
Did You Know?
How were the services at Jehovah’s temple in
Jerusalem financed?
The various temple services were maintained
through taxation, mainly obligatory tithing. But
other forms of taxation were also used. For example, at the time of the construction of the
tabernacle, Jehovah instructed Moses to collect
8

anointing oil to me during your generations.
32 It is not to be applied to the ﬂesh of mankind, and you must not make anything with
a composition like it. It is something holy. It is
to continue as something holy for you. 33 Anyone who makes an ointment like it and who
puts some of it on an unauthorized person
must be cut oﬀ from his people.’ ”

half a silver shekel from every registered Israelite, as a “contribution to Jehovah.”—Exodus
30:12-16.
Apparently, it became customary for each Jew
to contribute this ﬁxed amount as an annual
temple tax. It was this tax that Jesus instructed Peter to pay with a coin taken from a ﬁsh’s
mouth.—Matthew 17:24-27.

it-1 114 ˚1
Anointed, Anointing

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 29:10) “You are now to present the
bull before the tent of meeting, and Aaron
and his sons will lay their hands on the bull’s
head.

In the Law Jehovah gave to Moses, he prescribed a formula for the anointing oil. It
was of a special composition of the choicest
ingredients—myrrh, sweet cinnamon, sweet calamus, cassia, and olive oil. (Ex 30:22-25) It
was a capital oﬀense for anyone to compound
this mixture and to use it for any common
or unauthorized purpose. (Ex 30:31-33) This
ﬁguratively demonstrated the importance and
sacredness of an appointment to oﬃce that had
been conﬁrmed by anointing with sacred oil.

it-1 1029 ˚4
Hand
Laying On of Hands. Aside from mere handling, hands were laid on a person or object
for various purposes. The general meaning of
the act, however, was that of a designation,
a pointing out of the person or thing as being acknowledged, or recognized, in a certain
way. During the ceremony at the installation of
the priesthood, Aaron and his sons laid their
hands on the head of the bull and the two rams
to be sacriﬁced, thereby acknowledging that
these animals were being sacriﬁced for them for
the sake of their becoming priests of Jehovah
God. (Ex 29:10, 15, 19; Le 8:14, 18, 22) When
appointing Joshua as his successor at God’s
command, Moses laid his hand on Joshua, who
consequently was “full of the spirit of wisdom”
and so was able to lead Israel properly. (De
34:9) Hands were laid on persons when designating them as receivers of a blessing. (Ge
48:14; Mr 10:16) Jesus Christ touched, or laid
his hands on, some persons he healed. (Mt 8:3;
Mr 6:5; Lu 13:13) The gift of the holy spirit was
granted in some instances through the laying on
of the hands of the apostles.—Ac 8:14-20; 19:6.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 29:31-46) “You will take the ram of
installation and boil its ﬂesh in a holy place.
32 Aaron and his sons will eat the ﬂesh of
the ram and the bread that is in the basket at the entrance of the tent of meeting.
33 They are to eat the things with which atonement was made to install them as priests and
to sanctify them. But an unauthorized person may not eat them, for they are something
holy. 34 If any of the ﬂesh of the installation sacriﬁce and of the bread is left over
until the morning, then you must burn what
is left with ﬁre. It must not be eaten, for it is
something holy. 35 “You are to do this way
to Aaron and his sons, according to all that
I have commanded you. You will take seven
days to install them as priests. 36 You will oﬀer
the bull of the sin oﬀering daily for an atonement, and you are to purify the altar from

(Exodus 30:31-33) “You will speak to the Israelites, saying, ‘This is to continue as a holy
mwbr20.09-E
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sin by making atonement for it, and you must
anoint it to sanctify it. 37 You will take seven
days to make atonement for the altar, and
you must sanctify it so that it may become
a most holy altar. Anyone who touches the altar is to be holy. 38 “This is what you will oﬀer
on the altar: two one-year-old rams each day,
continually. 39 Oﬀer the one young ram in the
morning and the other ram at twilight. 40 A
tenth part of an ephah measure of ﬁne ﬂour
mixed with a fourth of a hin of beaten oil, and
a drink oﬀering of a fourth of a hin of wine,
will go for the ﬁrst young ram. 41 You will oﬀer
the second young ram at twilight, along with
the same grain and drink oﬀerings as in the
morning. You will render it as a pleasing aroma, an oﬀering made by ﬁre to Jehovah. 42 It
is to be a regular burnt oﬀering throughout
your generations at the entrance of the tent
of meeting before Jehovah, where I will present myself to you to speak to you there. 43 “I
will present myself there to the Israelites, and
it will be sanctiﬁed by my glory. 44 I will sanctify the tent of meeting and the altar, and I
will sanctify Aaron and his sons so that they
may serve as priests to me. 45 I will reside
among the people of Israel, and I will be their
God. 46 And they will certainly know that I am
Jehovah their God, who brought them out of
the land of Egypt so that I may reside among
them. I am Jehovah their God.
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
(Exodus 32:4-6) Then he took the gold from
them, and he formed it with an engraving tool
and made it into a statue of a calf. They began to say: “This is your God, O Israel, who
led you up out of the land of Egypt.” 5 When
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it.
Then Aaron called out: “There is a festival to
Jehovah tomorrow.” 6 So they got up early on
the next day and began oﬀering up burnt offerings and presenting communion sacriﬁces.
After that the people sat down to eat and
drink. Then they got up to have a good time.

OCTOBER 5-11
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
31-32
“Flee From Idolatry”
(Exodus 32:1) Meanwhile, the people saw
that Moses was taking a long time coming
down from the mountain. So the people gathered around Aaron and said to him: “Get up,
make for us a god who will go ahead of us,
because we do not know what has happened
to this Moses, the man who led us up out of
the land of Egypt.”

w12 10/15 25 ˚12
Obey God and Benefit From His Sworn Promises

w09 5/15 11 ˚11
Press On to Maturity—“The Great Day of Jehovah Is Near”

12

Jehovah immediately began to fulﬁll his side
of the Law covenant by arranging for a tent of
worship and a priesthood that made it possible
for sinful humans to approach him. Israel, on
the other hand, quickly forgot their dedication
to God and “pained even the Holy One of Israel.” (Ps. 78:41) For example, while Moses was
busy receiving further instructions on Mount Sinai, the Israelites became impatient and began
to lose faith in God, thinking that Moses had
deserted them. So they made a golden image
of a calf and said to the people: “This is your
God, O Israel, who led you up out of the land of
Egypt.” (Ex. 32:1, 4) Then they held what they
called “a festival to Jehovah” and bowed down
and sacriﬁced to their man-made image. Upon
seeing that, Jehovah told Moses: “They have
turned aside in a hurry from the way I have
commanded them to go.” (Ex. 32:5, 6, 8) Sadly, from then on Israel had a history of making
vows to God that they later broke.—Num. 30:2.

11

Applying what we have learned from the
Scriptures can be a challenge, particularly when
circumstances are diﬃcult. For example, shortly
after Jehovah liberated the sons of Israel from
Egyptian bondage, they “fell to quarreling with
Moses” and kept “putting Jehovah to the test.”
Why? Because of a lack of water to drink. (Ex.
17:1-4) Less than two months after entering into
a divine covenant and agreeing to do “all the
words that Jehovah [had] spoken,” they violated his law on idolatry. (Ex. 24:3, 12-18; 32:
1, 2, 7-9) Was this because the prolonged absence of Moses while he was being instructed
on Mount Horeb made them fearful? Did they
perhaps think that the Amalekites would strike
again and that the Israelites would be helpless without Moses, whose upheld hands had
brought them victory earlier? (Ex. 17:8-16) That
is possible, but whatever the case, the Israelites
“refused to become obedient.” (Acts 7:39-41)
Paul urged Christians to ‘do their utmost’ to
avoid ‘falling into the same pattern of disobedience’ that the Israelites showed when they
were afraid to enter the Promised Land.—Heb.
4:3, 11.
mwbr20.10-E

(Exodus 32:9, 10) Jehovah went on to say
to Moses: “I have seen that this is an obstinate people. 10 So now let me be, and I will
exterminate them in my burning anger, and
let me make a great nation from you instead.”
1

w18.07 20 ˚14
“Who Is on Jehovah’s Side?”

has sinned against me, I will wipe him out of
my book.

14

w87 9/1 29
Questions From Readers

The people knew that idolatry was a serious
oﬀense against Jehovah. (Ex. 20:3-5) But soon
they were worshipping a golden calf! Despite
this obvious act of disobedience, the Israelites somehow fooled themselves into thinking
that they were still on Jehovah’s side. Why, Aaron even called their calf worship “a festival to
Jehovah”! How did Jehovah react? He felt betrayed. Jehovah told Moses that the people had
“corrupted themselves” and had “deviated from
the way [He] commanded them to go.” In his
“burning anger,” Jehovah even considered wiping out the newly formed nation of Israel.—Ex.
32:5-10.

A person’s being noted with remembrance and
approval (having his name “in the book of life”)
does not mean that he is guaranteed eternal
life, as if this were predestined or unchangeable.
Concerning the Israelites, Moses asked Jehovah: “Now if you will pardon their sin,—and if
not, wipe me out, please, from your book that
you have written.” God replied: “Whoever has
sinned against me, I shall wipe him out of my
book.” (Exodus 32:32, 33) Yes, even after God
listed someone with approval in his “book,” the
individual could become disobedient or abandon
his faith. If that developed, God would “blot out
his name from the book of life.”—Revelation 3:5.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 31:17) It is an enduring sign between me and the people of Israel, for in
six days Jehovah made the heavens and the
earth and on the seventh day he rested and
refreshed himself.’ ”

Bible Reading
(Exodus 32:15-35) Moses then turned and
went down from the mountain with the two
tablets of the Testimony in his hand. The tablets were inscribed on both sides; they were
written on the front and on the back. 16 The
tablets were the workmanship of God, and
the writing was the writing of God engraved
on the tablets. 17 When Joshua began to
hear the noise of the people because of their
shouting, he said to Moses: “There is the
sound of battle in the camp.” 18 But Moses
said: “It is not the sound of singing over a
victory, And it is not the sound of wailing
over a defeat; I hear the sound of another
kind of singing.” 19 As soon as Moses got near
the camp and saw the calf and the dances,
his anger began to blaze, and he threw the
tablets from his hands and shattered them
at the foot of the mountain. 20 He took the
calf that they had made and he burned it
with ﬁre and crushed it into powder; then he
scattered it on the water and made the Isra-

w19.12 3 ˚4
“There Is an Appointed Time” for Work and for
Rest
4

Do the examples set by Jehovah and Jesus
in working hard imply that it is not necessary for us to rest? Not at all. Jehovah never
gets tired, so he does not need physical rest.
The Bible does say that after Jehovah created the heavens and the earth, “he rested and
refreshed himself.” (Ex. 31:17) However, that evidently means that Jehovah paused and found
satisfaction in what he had made. And although
Jesus worked hard while he lived on earth, he
still made time to rest and to enjoy meals with
his friends.—Matt. 14:13; Luke 7:34.

(Exodus 32:32, 33) But now if you are willing, pardon their sin; if not, please wipe me
out from your book that you have written.”
33 However, Jehovah said to Moses: “Whoever
mwbr20.10-E
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elites drink it. 21 And Moses said to Aaron:
“What did this people do to you that you have
brought a great sin upon them?” 22 Aaron replied: “Do not be enraged, my lord. You well
know that the people are inclined to do evil.
23 So they said to me, ‘Make for us a god who
will go ahead of us, for we do not know what
has happened to this Moses, the man who led
us up out of the land of Egypt.’ 24 So I said
to them, ‘Whoever has any gold must take it
oﬀ and give it to me.’ Then I threw it into
the ﬁre and out came this calf.” 25 Moses saw
that the people were unrestrained, for Aaron
had let them go unrestrained, so that they
were a disgrace before their opposers. 26 Then
Moses took his position in the gate of the
camp and said: “Who is on Jehovah’s side?
Come to me!” And all the Levites gathered
around him. 27 He now said to them: “This
is what Jehovah the God of Israel has said,
‘Each of you must fasten on his sword and
pass through all the camp from gate to gate,
killing his brother, his neighbor, and his close
companion.’ ” 28 The Levites did what Moses said. So about 3,000 men were killed on
that day. 29 Then Moses said: “Set yourselves
apart for Jehovah today, for each of you has
gone against his own son and his own brother; today he will give you a blessing.” 30 On
the very next day, Moses said to the people:
“You committed a very great sin, and now I
will go up to Jehovah to see if I can make
amends for your sin.” 31 So Moses returned to
Jehovah and said: “What a great sin this people has committed! They made themselves a
god of gold! 32 But now if you are willing, pardon their sin; if not, please wipe me out from
your book that you have written.” 33 However,
Jehovah said to Moses: “Whoever has sinned
against me, I will wipe him out of my book.
34 Go now, lead the people to the place about
which I have spoken to you. Look! My angel
mwbr20.10-E

will go ahead of you, and on the day when I
make an accounting, I will bring punishment
on them for their sin.” 35 Then Jehovah began
plaguing the people because they had made
the calf, the one that Aaron had made.

OCTOBER 12-18
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
33-34
“Jehovah’s Endearing Qualities”
(Exodus 34:5) Then Jehovah came down in
the cloud and stationed himself with him
there and declared the name of Jehovah.
it-2 466-467
Name
The material creation testiﬁes to God’s existence, but it does not reveal God’s name. (Ps
19:1; Ro 1:20) For an individual to know God’s
name signiﬁes more than a mere acquaintance
with the word. (2Ch 6:33) It means actually
knowing the Person—his purposes, activities,
and qualities as revealed in his Word. (Compare
1Ki 8:41-43; 9:3, 7; Ne 9:10.) This is illustrated
in the case of Moses, a man whom Jehovah
‘knew by name,’ that is, knew intimately. (Ex 33:
12) Moses was privileged to see a manifestation
of Jehovah’s glory and also to ‘hear the name
of Jehovah declared.’ (Ex 34:5) That declaration
was not simply the repetition of the name Jehovah but was a statement about God’s attributes
and activities. “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abundant
in loving-kindness and truth, preserving lovingkindness for thousands, pardoning error and
transgression and sin, but by no means will
he give exemption from punishment, bringing
punishment for the error of fathers upon sons
and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the fourth generation.” (Ex 34:
6, 7) Similarly, the song of Moses, containing the words “for I shall declare the name of
3

error of fathers upon sons and upon grandsons, upon the third generation and upon the
fourth generation.”

Jehovah,” recounts God’s dealings with Israel
and describes his personality.—De 32:3-44.

(Exodus 34:6) Jehovah was passing before
him and declaring: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God
merciful and compassionate, slow to anger
and abundant in loyal love and truth,

w09 5/1 18 ˚6
When Jehovah Described Himself
Another great truth that Jehovah wants us
to know about himself is that he pardons
“error and transgression and sin.” (Verse 7)
He is “ready to forgive” repentant sinners.
(Psalm 86:5) At the same time, Jehovah never condones badness. He explains that “by no
means will he give exemption from punishment.” (Verse 7) The holy and just God will not
leave willful sinners unpunished. Sooner or later the consequences of their sinful behavior will
catch up with them.

w09 5/1 18 ˚3-5
When Jehovah Described Himself
The ﬁrst thing Jehovah reveals about himself
is that he is “a God merciful and gracious.”
(Verse 6) According to one scholar, the Hebrew
word rendered “merciful” bespeaks God’s “tender compassion, like that of a father to his
children.” The word rendered “gracious” is related to a verb that “depicts a heartfelt response
by someone who has something to give to one
who has a need.” Clearly, Jehovah wants us to
know that he looks after his worshippers as parents look after their children—with tender love
and deep concern for their needs.—Psalm 103:
8, 13.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 33:11) Jehovah spoke to Moses
face-to-face, just as one man would speak to
another man. When he returned to the camp,
Joshua the son of Nun, his minister and attendant, would not depart from the tent.

Next, Jehovah says that he is “slow to anger.”
(Verse 6) He is not prone to become angry with
his earthly servants. Rather, he is patient with
them, putting up with their shortcomings while
giving them time to change their sinful ways.
—2 Peter 3:9.

(Exodus 33:20) But he added: “You cannot
see my face, for no man can see me and live.”
w04 3/15 27 ˚5
Highlights From the Book of Exodus

God continues, saying he is “abundant in lovingkindness and truth.” (Verse 6) Loving-kindness,
or loyal love, is a precious quality by which Jehovah forges between himself and his people a
bond that is steadfast, unfailing. (Deuteronomy
7:9) Jehovah is also a wellspring of truth. He
can neither deceive nor be deceived. Since he is
“the God of truth,” we can have complete faith
in everything he says, including his promises for
the future.—Psalm 31:5.

33:11, 20—How did God speak to Moses “face
to face”? This expression denotes intimate
two-way conversation. Moses talked with God’s
representative and orally received instruction
from Jehovah through him. But Moses did not
see Jehovah, since ‘no man can see God and
yet live.’ In fact, Jehovah did not personally speak to Moses. The Law “was transmitted
through angels by the hand of a mediator,”
states Galatians 3:19.

(Exodus 34:7) showing loyal love to thousands, pardoning error and transgression and
sin, but he will by no means leave the guilty
unpunished, bringing punishment for the

(Exodus 34:23, 24) “Three times a year,
all your men are to appear before the true
Lord, Jehovah, the God of Israel. 24 For I will
drive the nations away from before you, and

mwbr20.10-E

4

I will enlarge your territory, and nobody will
desire your land while you are going up to see
the face of Jehovah your God three times a
year.

keep your ornaments oﬀ while I consider what
to do to you.’ ” 6 So from Mount Horeb onward, the Israelites refrained from wearing
their ornaments. 7 Now Moses took his tent
and pitched it outside the camp, at some
distance from the camp, and he called it a
tent of meeting. Everyone inquiring of Jehovah would go out to the tent of meeting,
which was outside the camp. 8 As soon as
Moses went out to the tent, all the people
would rise and stand at the entrance of their
own tents, and they would gaze after Moses until he entered into the tent. 9 As soon
as Moses would go into the tent, the pillar
of cloud would come down and stand at the
entrance of the tent while God spoke with Moses. 10 When all the people saw the pillar of
cloud standing at the entrance of the tent,
each of them rose and bowed down at the entrance of his own tent. 11 Jehovah spoke to
Moses face-to-face, just as one man would
speak to another man. When he returned to
the camp, Joshua the son of Nun, his minister and attendant, would not depart from the
tent. 12 Now Moses said to Jehovah: “See, you
are saying to me, ‘Lead this people up,’ but
you have not let me know whom you will send
with me. Moreover, you have said, ‘I know you
by name, and you have also found favor in
my eyes.’ 13 Please, if I have found favor in
your eyes, make me know your ways, so that
I may know you and continue to ﬁnd favor in
your eyes. Consider, too, that this nation is
your people.” 14 So he said: “I myself will go
with you, and I will give you rest.” 15 Then Moses said to him: “If you yourself are not going
along, do not lead us up from here. 16 How
will it be known that I have found favor in
your eyes, I and your people? Is it not by your
going along with us, so that I and your people
will be distinguished from every other people
on the face of the earth?”

w98 9/1 20 ˚5
Be Sure to Put First Things First!
Three times a year every male Israelite and
proselyte in the land was commanded to appear
before Jehovah. Realizing that the entire family
would beneﬁt spiritually from such occasions,
many family heads arranged for their wife and
children to accompany them. But who would
protect their homes and their ﬁelds from enemy attack while the family was away? Jehovah
promised: “Nobody will desire your land while
you are going up to see the face of Jehovah
your God three times in the year.” (Exodus 34:
24) It took faith for the Israelites to believe that
if they put spiritual interests ﬁrst, they would
not lose out materially. Did Jehovah prove true
to his word? He certainly did!

Bible Reading
(Exodus 33:1-16) Jehovah said further to
Moses: “Go on your way from here with the
people whom you led up out of the land
of Egypt. Journey to the land about which
I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your oﬀspring I will give it.’ 2 I will
send an angel ahead of you and drive out
the Canaan·ites, the Amor·ites, the Hittites,
the Periz·zites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 3 Go up to a land ﬂowing with milk
and honey. But I will not go in the midst of
you, for you are an obstinate people, and I
might exterminate you on the way.” 4 When
the people heard this harsh word, they began to mourn, and not one of them put on
his ornaments. 5 Jehovah said to Moses: “Say
to the Israelites, ‘You are an obstinate people. In one moment I could go through the
midst of you and exterminate you. So now
mwbr20.10-E
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and ﬁne linen, and of a loom worker. These
men will do every sort of work and prepare
every sort of design.

OCTOBER 19-25
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
35-36

w11 12/15 18 ˚6
Faithful Ones of Old—Guided by God’s Spirit

“Equipped to Do Jehovah’s Work”
(Exodus 35:25, 26) All the skilled women
spun with their hands, and they brought what
they had spun: blue thread, purple wool, scarlet material, and ﬁne linen. 26 And all the
skilled women whose hearts impelled them
spun the goat hair.

6

The experience of Moses’ contemporary Bezalel reveals much about the way God’s spirit can
operate. (Read Exodus 35:30-35.) Bezalel was
appointed to take the lead in making the necessary furnishings for the tabernacle. Did he have
knowledge of crafts prior to this vast project?
Possibly, but in all likelihood his most recent job
was that of making bricks for the Egyptians.
(Ex. 1:13, 14) So how would Bezalel fulﬁll his
complicated task? Jehovah “proceeded to ﬁll
him with the spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding and in knowledge and in every sort of
craftsmanship and for designing devices . . . to
make ingenious products of every sort.” Whatever natural aptitude Bezalel may have had was
enhanced by holy spirit. The same is true of
Oholiab. Bezalel and Oholiab must have learned
well, for they not only performed their duties
but also taught others what to do. Yes, God put
it into their hearts to teach.

w14 12/15 4 ˚4
Jehovah Richly Blesses a Willing Spirit
What brought Jehovah the most pleasure was,
not the material oﬀerings, but the willing spirit of those who thus supported pure worship.
They were also moved to contribute their time
and labor. “All the skilled women spun with
their hands,” says the account. Indeed, “all the
skilled women whose hearts impelled them spun
the goat hair.” Moreover, Jehovah gave Bezalel “wisdom, understanding, and knowledge of
every sort of craftsmanship.” In fact, God ﬁlled
Bezalel and Oholiab with the skill needed to do
all the work that was commissioned.—Ex. 35:25,
26, 30-35.

(Exodus 36:1, 2) “Bezal·el will work along
with O·holi·ab and every skilled man to whom
Jehovah has given wisdom and understanding so as to know how to do all the work
of the holy service just as Jehovah has commanded.” 2 Moses then called Bezal·el and
O·holi·ab and every skilled man into whose
heart Jehovah had put wisdom, everyone
whose heart impelled him to volunteer to do
the work.

(Exodus 35:30-35) Then Moses said to the
Israelites: “See, Jehovah has chosen Bezalel the son of Uri the son of Hur of the tribe
of Judah. 31 He has ﬁlled him with the spirit of God, giving him wisdom, understanding,
and knowledge of every sort of craftsmanship
32 for making artistic designs, for working
with gold, silver, and copper, 33 for cutting and
setting stones, and for making all kinds of artistic wood products. 34 And he has put it into
his heart to teach, he and O·holi·ab the son
of A·hisa·mach of the tribe of Dan. 35 He has
ﬁlled them with skill to do all the work of a
craftsman, an embroiderer, and a weaver using blue thread, purple wool, scarlet material,
mwbr20.10-E
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Faithful Ones of Old—Guided by God’s Spirit
7

Another testimony that Bezalel and Oholiab
were guided by God’s spirit is the amazing durability of their work. Their productions were still
in use some 500 years later. (2 Chron. 1:2-6)
Unlike modern-day manufacturers, Bezalel and
6

Oholiab had no interest in leaving their signature or trademark on their work. All credit went
to Jehovah for their accomplishments.—Ex. 36:
1, 2.

ing, for all its service, and for the holy
garments.

Digging for Spiritual Gems

Imagine, then, how the Israelites felt. Generations had suﬀered through bitter slavery and
deprivation. Now they were free and had rich
material possessions. How would they feel
about parting with some of those possessions?
They might have felt that they had earned them
and had a right to keep them. However, when
called upon to contribute ﬁnancially to support
pure worship, they did so—and not reluctantly
or stingily! They did not forget that Jehovah had
made it possible for them to have those material things. Thus, they gave abundantly of their
silver and gold and livestock. They were “willinghearted.” Their ‘hearts impelled them.’ ‘Their
spirit incited them.’ It truly was “a voluntary offering to Jehovah.”—Exodus 25:1-9; 35:4-9, 2029; 36:3-7.

w00 11/1 29 ˚1
Riches of Generosity Bring Joy

(Exodus 35:1-3) Moses later gathered the
entire assembly of the Israelites together and
said to them: “These are the things that Jehovah has commanded to be done: 2 Work
may be done for six days, but the seventh day
will become something holy to you, a sabbath
of complete rest to Jehovah. Anybody doing
work on it will be put to death. 3 You must
not light a ﬁre in any of your dwelling places
on the Sabbath day.”
w05 5/15 23 ˚14
Coming to Know Jehovah’s Ways
Give priority to spiritual matters. The nation
of Israel was not to allow caring for physical
needs to crowd out attention given to spiritual
activities. The Israelites’ lives were not to be devoted solely to mundane pursuits. Jehovah set
aside time each week that he designated as sacred, time used exclusively for activity related to
worship of the true God. (Exodus 35:1-3; Numbers 15:32-36) Each year, additional time was
to be set aside for speciﬁed holy conventions.
(Leviticus 23:4-44) These would provide opportunities to recount Jehovah’s mighty acts, to be
reminded of his ways, and to express gratitude
to him for all of his goodness. As the people expressed their devotion to Jehovah, they
would grow in godly fear and love and would be
helped to walk in his ways. (Deuteronomy 10:12,
13) The wholesome principles embodied in those
instructions beneﬁt Jehovah’s servants today.
—Hebrews 10:24, 25.
14

Bible Reading
(Exodus 35:1-24) Moses later gathered the
entire assembly of the Israelites together and
said to them: “These are the things that Jehovah has commanded to be done: 2 Work
may be done for six days, but the seventh
day will become something holy to you, a
sabbath of complete rest to Jehovah. Anybody doing work on it will be put to death.
3 You must not light a ﬁre in any of your
dwelling places on the Sabbath day.” 4 Moses
then said to the entire assembly of the Israelites: “This is what Jehovah has commanded,
5 ‘Take up a contribution for Jehovah from
among yourselves. Let everyone with a willing
heart bring a contribution for Jehovah: gold,
silver, copper, 6 blue thread, purple wool,
scarlet material, ﬁne linen, goat hair, 7 ram
skins dyed red, sealskins, acacia wood, 8 oil
for the lamps, balsam for the anointing oil

(Exodus 35:21) Then everyone whose heart
impelled him and everyone whose spirit incited him came and brought their contribution
for Jehovah to be used for the tent of meetmwbr20.10-E
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and for the perfumed incense, 9 onyx stones,
and other stones for setting in the ephod and the breastpiece. 10 “ ‘Let all who are
skilled among you come and make everything
that Jehovah has commanded, 11 namely, the
tabernacle with its tent and its covering, its
clasps and its panel frames, its bars, its pillars, and its socket pedestals; 12 the Ark and
its poles, the cover, and the curtain for the
screen; 13 the table and its poles and all
its utensils and the showbread; 14 the lampstand for light and its utensils and its lamps
and the oil for lighting; 15 the altar of incense and its poles; the anointing oil and the
perfumed incense; the screen for the tabernacle’s entrance; 16 the altar of burnt oﬀering
and its copper grating, its poles and all its
utensils; the basin and its stand; 17 the hanging curtains of the courtyard, its pillars and
its socket pedestals; the screen of the entrance to the courtyard; 18 the tent pins of the
tabernacle and the tent pins of the courtyard
and their cords; 19 the ﬁnely woven garments
for ministering in the sanctuary, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments
of his sons for serving as priests.’ ” 20 So
all the assembly of the Israelites went out
from before Moses. 21 Then everyone whose
heart impelled him and everyone whose spirit
incited him came and brought their contribution for Jehovah to be used for the tent of
meeting, for all its service, and for the holy
garments. 22 They kept coming, the men along
with the women, each with a willing heart,
bringing brooches, earrings, rings, and other
jewelry, as well as all sorts of articles of gold.
They all presented their oﬀerings of gold to
Jehovah. 23 And all who had blue thread, purple wool, scarlet material, ﬁne linen, goat hair,
ram skins dyed red, and sealskins brought
them. 24 All those contributing silver and copper brought Jehovah’s contribution, and all
mwbr20.10-E

who had acacia wood for any part of the work
brought it.

OCTOBER 26–NOVEMBER 1
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
37-38
“Tabernacle Altars and Their Role in True
Worship”
(Exodus 37:25) He now made the altar of incense out of acacia wood. It was square, a
cubit long, a cubit wide, and two cubits high.
Its horns were one piece with it.
it-1 82 ˚3
Altar
Altar of incense. The altar of incense (also
called “the altar of gold” [Ex 39:38]) was likewise made of acacia wood, the top and sides
being overlaid with gold. A border of gold ran
around the top. The altar measured 44.5 cm
(17.5 in.) square and 89 cm (2.9 ft) high, and
also had “horns” extending out from the four
top corners. Two gold rings were made for the
insertion of the carrying poles made of acacia
overlaid with gold, and these rings were placed
underneath the gold border on opposite sides of
the altar. (Ex 30:1-5; 37:25-28) A special incense was burned on this altar twice daily, in
the morning and in the evening. (Ex 30:7-9, 3438) The use of a censer, or a ﬁre holder, is
elsewhere mentioned for burning incense, and
evidently such was employed also in connection
with the altar of incense. (Le 16:12, 13; Heb 9:4;
Re 8:5; compare 2Ch 26:16, 19.) The position of
the altar of incense was within the tabernacle
just before the curtain of the Most Holy so that
it is spoken of as being “before the ark of the
testimony.”—Ex 30:1, 6; 40:5, 26, 27.

(Exodus 37:29) He also made the holy
anointing oil and the pure, perfumed incense,
skillfully blended.
8

it-1 1195
Incense

wood poles were passed for carrying the altar.
This might mean that a slot was cut through
two sides of the altar allowing for a ﬂat grating to be inserted, with the rings extending out
on both sides. There is considerable diﬀerence
of opinion among scholars on the subject, and
many consider it likely that two sets of rings
were involved, the second set, for insertion
of the carrying poles, being attached directly
to the outside of the altar. Copper equipment
was made in the form of cans and shovels for
the ashes, bowls for catching the blood of the
animals, forks for handling the ﬂesh, and ﬁre
holders.—Ex 27:1-8; 38:1-7, 30; Nu 4:14.

The sacred incense prescribed for use in the
wilderness tabernacle was made of costly materials that the congregation contributed. (Ex
25:1, 2, 6; 35:4, 5, 8, 27-29) In giving the divine
formula for this fourfold mixture, Jehovah said
to Moses: “Take to yourself perfumes: stacte
drops and onycha and perfumed galbanum and
pure frankincense. There should be the same
portion of each. And you must make it into an
incense, a spice mixture, the work of an ointment maker, salted, pure, something holy. And
you must pound some of it into ﬁne powder and
put some of it before the Testimony in the tent
of meeting, where I shall present myself to you.
It should be most holy to you people.” Then, to
impress upon them the exclusiveness and holiness of the incense, Jehovah added: “Whoever
makes any like it to enjoy its smell must be cut
oﬀ from his people.”—Ex 30:34-38; 37:29.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 37:1) Bezal·el then made the Ark of
acacia wood. It was two and a half cubits
long and a cubit and a half wide and a cubit
and a half high.
(Exodus 37:10) He then made the table of
acacia wood. It was two cubits long, a cubit
wide, and a cubit and a half high.

(Exodus 38:1) He made the altar of burnt offering out of acacia wood. It was square, ﬁve
cubits long, ﬁve cubits wide, and three cubits
high.

(Exodus 37:25) He now made the altar of incense out of acacia wood. It was square, a
cubit long, a cubit wide, and two cubits high.
Its horns were one piece with it.

it-1 82 ˚1
Altar

it-1 36
Acacia

Tabernacle Altars. With the setting up of the
tabernacle, two altars were constructed according to divine pattern. The altar of burnt oﬀering
(also called “the altar of copper” [Ex 39:39])
was made of acacia wood in the form of a
hollow chest, apparently without top or bottom. It was 2.2 m (7.3 ft) square and 1.3 m
(4.4 ft) high with “horns” projecting from the
upper four corners. All its surfaces were overlaid with copper. A grating, or network, of
copper was placed below the altar’s rim “down
within,” “toward the center.” Four rings were
placed at the four extremities near the grating, and these appear to be the same rings
through which the two copper-sheathed acaciamwbr20.10-E

The acacia has many long thorns extending
out from the widely spreading branches. These
branches usually interlace with those of the
neighboring acacias to form tangled thickets; this fact doubtless explains why the plural
form shit·tim is almost always used in the Bible record. The acacia may grow to heights of
6 to 8 m (20 to 26 ft), but often is bushlike in appearance. It has soft, feathery leaves
and is covered with pleasingly fragrant yellow
blossoms, producing curved tapering pods as
its fruit. The rough, black bark covers a very
hard, ﬁne-grained, heavy wood that is immune
9

the sides of the Ark for carrying the Ark. 6 He
made the cover of pure gold. It was two and
a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide.
7 He then made two cherubs of hammered
gold on both ends of the cover. 8 One cherub was on one end, and the other cherub on
the other end. He made the cherubs on both
ends of the cover. 9 The two cherubs spread
out their wings upward, overshadowing the
cover with their wings. They were facing each
other, and their faces were turned toward the
cover. 10 He then made the table of acacia
wood. It was two cubits long, a cubit wide,
and a cubit and a half high. 11 And he overlaid
it with pure gold and made a border of gold
around it. 12 Next he made a rim the width of a
handbreadth to go around it and a border
of gold to go around the rim. 13 Further, he
cast four rings of gold for it and placed the
rings on the four corners where the four legs
were attached. 14 The rings were near the rim,
as holders for the poles used for carrying
the table. 15 Then he made the poles of acacia
wood and overlaid them with gold for carrying the table. 16 After that he made out
of pure gold the utensils that went on the
table—its dishes, its cups, and its bowls and
pitchers from which drink oﬀerings would
be poured. 17 Then he made the lampstand
of pure gold. He made the lampstand of hammered work. Its base, its stem, its cups, its
knobs, and its blossoms were one piece. 18 Six
branches were extending out from its stem,
three branches of the lampstand from its one
side and three branches from its other side.
19 Three cups shaped like almond ﬂowers were
on the one set of branches, with knobs and
blossoms alternating, and three cups shaped
like almond ﬂowers were on the other set
of branches, with knobs and blossoms alternating. This was done for the six branches
extending out from the stem of the lamp-

to insect attack. These characteristics and its
availability in the desert made the acacia especially well suited as a building material for the
tabernacle and its furnishings. It was employed
to construct the ark of the covenant (Ex 25:10;
37:1), the table of showbread (Ex 25:23; 37:10),
altars (Ex 27:1; 37:25; 38:1), poles for carrying
these items (Ex 25:13, 28; 27:6; 30:5; 37:4, 15,
28; 38:6), pillars for the curtain and screen (Ex
26:32, 37; 36:36), and the panel frames (Ex 26:
15; 36:20) and their connecting bars (Ex 26:26;
36:31).

(Exodus 38:8) Then he made the basin of
copper and its copper stand; he used the
mirrors of the women who were organized to
serve at the entrance of the tent of meeting.
w15 4/1 15 ˚4
Did You Know?
Unlike the glass mirrors of today, mirrors in Bible times were generally made of metal that was
highly polished—usually bronze, but possibly
also copper, silver, gold, or electrum. The ﬁrst
mention of mirrors in the Bible is in connection
with the construction of the tabernacle, Israel’s
ﬁrst center of worship. Women contributed mirrors for the fabrication of a sacred copper basin
and its stand. (Exodus 38:8) Presumably, the
mirrors would have to be melted down to be
used for that purpose.

Bible Reading
(Exodus 37:1-24) Bezal·el then made the Ark
of acacia wood. It was two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide and a
cubit and a half high. 2 He overlaid it with
pure gold inside and outside and made a border of gold around it. 3 After that he cast
four rings of gold for it, for above its four
feet, with two rings on its one side and two
rings on its other side. 4 He next made poles
of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.
5 Then he put the poles through the rings on
mwbr20.10-E
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stand. 20 And on the stem of the lampstand
were four cups shaped like almond ﬂowers,
with knobs and blossoms alternating. 21 There
was a knob under the ﬁrst two branches that
extended out of the stem and a knob under the next two branches and a knob under
the next two branches, for the six branches
extending out from the stem of the lampstand. 22 The knobs and the branches and the
whole lampstand were made to be one piece
of pure, hammered gold. 23 Then he made its
seven lamps and its snuﬀers and its ﬁre holders out of pure gold. 24 He made it, along with
all its utensils, from a talent of pure gold.
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
(Exodus 39:43) When Moses inspected all
their work, he saw that they had done it
just as Jehovah had commanded; and Moses
blessed them.

NOVEMBER 2-8
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  EXODUS
39-40
“Moses Carefully Followed Instructions”

(Exodus 40:1, 2) Then Jehovah said to Moses: 2 “On the ﬁrst day of the ﬁrst month, you
are to set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting.

(Exodus 39:32) So all the work for the
tabernacle, the tent of meeting, was completed, and the Israelites did everything that
Jehovah had commanded Moses. They did
just so.

(Exodus 40:16) Moses did according to all
that Jehovah had commanded him. He did
just so.

w11 9/15 27 ˚13
Are You Known by Jehovah?

w05 7/15 27 ˚3
Are You Faithful in All Things?

13

In contrast, Moses was “by far the meekest of
all the men who were upon the surface of the
ground.” (Num. 12:3) He manifested his meekness and humility by his determination to follow
Jehovah’s direction. (Ex. 7:6; 40:16) There is no
indication that Moses often questioned Jehovah’s way of doing things or got annoyed at
having to follow procedures that Jehovah set
out. For example, Jehovah gave commands regarding the tabernacle construction down to the
smallest detail, such as the color of the thread
and the number of loops to be used in making
the tent cloths. (Ex. 26:1-6) If a human overseer
in God’s organization provides you with instructions that seem extremely detailed, you might
at times feel frustrated. Jehovah, however, is a
perfect overseer, who delegates generously and
trusts his servants. When he gives many details,
he does so for good reason. Take note, though,
that Moses did not become irritated with Jehovah for giving that level of detail, as if Jehovah
were demeaning him or stiﬂing his creativity
or freedom. Rather, Moses made sure that the
workers “did just so” in following God’s directions. (Ex. 39:32) What a humble course! Moses
recognized that it was Jehovah’s work and that
he was just a tool being used to get that work
done.
mwbr20.11-E

3

“Moses as an attendant was faithful,” states
Hebrews 3:5. What made the prophet Moses
faithful? In the construction and setting up of
the tabernacle, “Moses proceeded to do according to all that Jehovah had commanded him.
He did just so.” (Exodus 40:16) As worshippers
of Jehovah, we show faithfulness by obediently
serving him. This certainly includes our remaining loyal to Jehovah while facing diﬃcult tests
or severe trials. However, success in dealing
with big tests is not the sole factor that determines our faithfulness. “The person faithful in
what is least is faithful also in much,” stated
Jesus, “and the person unrighteous in what is
least is unrighteous also in much.” (Luke 16:10)
We must remain faithful even in seemingly small
matters.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Exodus 39:34) its covering of ram skins
dyed red, its covering of sealskins, the curtain for the screen;
it-2 884 ˚3
Sealskin
How Obtainable by Israelites. If the tachash of
the Bible does designate a kind of seal, then a
1

in the holy place. They made the holy garments that were for Aaron, just as Jehovah
had commanded Moses. 2 He made the ephod of gold, blue thread, purple wool, scarlet
material, and ﬁne twisted linen. 3 They hammered plates of gold into thin sheets, and he
cut it into threads to work in with the blue
thread, the purple wool, the scarlet material,
and the ﬁne linen, and it was embroidered.
4 They made shoulder pieces for it that were
attached, and it was joined to them at its
two edges. 5 And the woven belt, which was
attached to the ephod for tying it securely
in position, was made of the same material, of gold, blue thread, purple wool, scarlet
material, and ﬁne twisted linen, just as Jehovah had commanded Moses. 6 Then they
mounted the onyx stones in gold settings,
and they engraved them with the names of
the sons of Israel, as they would engrave a
seal. 7 He placed them on the shoulder pieces
of the ephod as memorial stones for the
sons of Israel, just as Jehovah had commanded Moses. 8 Then he made the breastpiece
with the workmanship of an embroiderer, like
the workmanship of the ephod, out of gold,
blue thread, purple wool, scarlet material,
and ﬁne twisted linen. 9 It was square when
doubled. They made the breastpiece, which,
when doubled, was as long and as wide as
the span of the hand. 10 They set four rows
of stones in it. The ﬁrst row was ruby, topaz, and emerald. 11 The second row was
turquoise, sapphire, and jasper. 12 The third
row was leshem stone, agate, and amethyst. 13 And the fourth row was chryso·lite,
onyx, and jade. They were mounted in settings of gold. 14 The stones corresponded to
the names of the 12 sons of Israel, and the
names were engraved like a seal, each name
representing one of the 12 tribes. 15 Then they
made wreathed chains on the breastpiece,

question may arise as to how it was possible for
the Israelites to obtain sealskins. While seals
are generally associated with Arctic and Antarctic regions, some seals favor warmer climates.
Today a few monk seals still inhabit part of
the Mediterranean Sea, as well as other warmer waters. Over the centuries man has greatly
reduced the number of seals, and in Bible times
these animals may have been abundant in the
Mediterranean and in the Red Sea. As late as
1832 an English edition of Calmet’s Dictionary
of the Holy Bible (p. 139) observed: “On many
of the small islands of the Red sea, around the
peninsula of Sinai, are found seals.”—See also
The Tabernacle’s Typical Teaching, by A. J. Pollock, London, p. 47.

(Exodus 40:34) And the cloud began to cover the tent of meeting, and Jehovah’s glory
ﬁlled the tabernacle.
w15 7/15 21 ˚1
Does It Matter Who Notices Your Work?
When the tabernacle was completed, a cloud
“began to cover the tent of meeting, and Jehovah’s glory ﬁlled the tabernacle.” (Ex. 40:34)
What a clear indication of Jehovah’s approval!
How do you think Bezalel and Oholiab felt at
that moment? Although their names were not
engraved on their handiwork, they must have
felt satisfaction in knowing that God’s blessing was on all their eﬀorts. (Prov. 10:22) In
the years that followed, it surely warmed their
hearts to see that their handiwork continued to
be used in Jehovah’s service. When they come
back to life in the new world, Bezalel and Oholiab will no doubt be thrilled to learn that the
tabernacle was used in true worship for some
500 years!

Bible Reading
(Exodus 39:1-21) From the blue thread, the
purple wool, and the scarlet material, they
made ﬁnely woven garments for ministering
mwbr20.11-E
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like cords of pure gold. 16 And they made two
settings of gold and two rings of gold and attached the two rings to the two corners of
the breastpiece. 17 After that they put the two
cords of gold through the two rings at the
corners of the breastpiece. 18 Then they put
the two ends of the two cords through the
two settings and attached them to the shoulder pieces on the front of the ephod. 19 Next
they made two rings of gold and set them
at the two ends on the inside edge of the
breastpiece, facing the ephod. 20 Then they
made two more rings of gold and put them on
the front of the ephod, below the two shoulder pieces, close to where it is joined, above
the woven belt of the ephod. 21 Finally, they
tied the breastpiece with a blue cord from its
rings to the rings of the ephod, in order to
keep the breastpiece in its place on the ephod, above the woven belt, just as Jehovah
had commanded Moses.

it-2 525
Oﬀerings
Burnt oﬀerings. Burnt oﬀerings were presented
in their entirety to God; no part of the animal
being retained by the worshiper. (Compare Jg
11:30, 31, 39, 40.) They constituted an appeal
to Jehovah to accept, or to signify acceptance
of, the sin oﬀering that sometimes accompanied them. As a “burnt oﬀering” Jesus Christ
gave himself wholly, fully.
it-2 528 ˚4
Oﬀerings
Grain oﬀerings. Grain oﬀerings were made
along with communion oﬀerings, burnt oﬀerings, and sin oﬀerings, and also as ﬁrstfruits; at
other times they were made independently. (Ex
29:40-42; Le 23:10-13, 15-18; Nu 15:8, 9, 22-24;
28:9, 10, 20, 26-28; chap 29) These were in recognition of God’s bounty in supplying blessings
and prosperity. They were often accompanied by
oil and frankincense. Grain oﬀerings could be in
the form of ﬁne ﬂour, roasted grain, or ringshaped cakes or wafers that were baked, griddle
cooked, or from the deep-fat kettle. Some of the
grain oﬀering was put on the altar of burnt offering, some was eaten by the priests, and in
communion oﬀerings the worshiper partook. (Le
6:14-23; 7:11-13; Nu 18:8-11) None of the grain
oﬀerings presented on the altar could contain
leaven or “honey” (apparently referring to the
syrup of ﬁgs or juice of fruits) that might ferment.—Le 2:1-16.

NOVEMBER 9-15
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 1-3
“The Purpose of Oﬀerings”
(Leviticus 1:3) “ ‘If his oﬀering is a burnt offering from the herd, he should present a
sound male animal. He should present it of
his own free will before Jehovah at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

(Leviticus 3:1) “ ‘If his oﬀering is a communion sacriﬁce and if he is presenting it from
the herd, whether a male or a female, he
should present a sound animal before Jehovah.

(Leviticus 2:1) “ ‘Now if someone presents a
grain oﬀering to Jehovah, his oﬀering must
be ﬁne ﬂour, and he should pour oil on it and
put frankincense on it.

it-2 526 ˚1
Oﬀerings

(Leviticus 2:12) “ ‘You may present them to
Jehovah as an oﬀering of the ﬁrstfruits, but
they must not be brought to the altar as a
pleasing aroma.
mwbr20.11-E

Communion oﬀerings (or peace oﬀerings).
Communion oﬀerings acceptable to Jehovah
3

(Leviticus 3:17) “ ‘It is a lasting statute for
your generations, in all your dwelling places:
You must not eat any fat or any blood at all.’ ”

denoted peace with him. The worshiper and his
household partook (in the courtyard of the tabernacle; according to tradition, booths were set
up around the inside of the curtain surrounding the courtyard; in the temple, dining rooms
were provided). The oﬃciating priest received a
portion, and the priests on duty, another portion. Jehovah, in eﬀect, received the pleasing
smoke of the burning fat. The blood, representing the life, was given to God as his. Therefore
the priests, the worshipers, and Jehovah were
as if together at the meal, signifying peaceful
relationships. The person partaking while in a
state of uncleanness (any of the uncleannesses
mentioned in the Law) or who ate the ﬂesh after it had been kept beyond the prescribed time
(in the warm climate it would begin to putrefy)
was to be cut oﬀ from his people. He deﬁled or
desecrated the meal, because of either being
unclean himself or eating that which was foul
before Jehovah God, showing disrespect for sacred things.—Le 7:16-21; 19:5-8.

it-1 813
Fat
Reason for the law. Under the Law covenant,
both the blood and fat were looked upon as exclusively Jehovah’s. The blood contains the life,
which only Jehovah can give; therefore it belongs to him. (Le 17:11, 14) The fat was viewed
as the richest part of the ﬂesh of the animal.
The oﬀering of the fat of the animal would evidently be in recognition of the fact that the best
parts belong to Jehovah, who provides abundantly, and it would demonstrate the desire of
the worshiper to oﬀer the best to God. Because
it was symbolic of the Israelites’ devotion of
their best to Jehovah, it was said to smoke
upon the altar as “food” and for “a restful odor”
to him. (Le 3:11, 16) To eat fat, therefore, was
an illegal appropriation of what was sanctiﬁed
to God, an invasion of the rights of Jehovah.
Eating fat would incur the death penalty. Unlike
blood, however, fat could be used for other purposes, at least in the case of an animal that
died of itself or was killed by another beast.—Le
7:23-25.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Leviticus 2:13) “ ‘Every grain oﬀering you
make is to be seasoned with salt; and you
must not allow the salt of the covenant of
your God to be missing from your grain offering. Along with every oﬀering of yours, you
will present salt.

w04 5/15 22 ˚2
Highlights From the Book of Leviticus
3:17. Since the fat was regarded as the best or
the richest part, the prohibition against eating
it evidently impressed upon the Israelites that
the best part belonged to Jehovah. (Genesis 45:
18) This reminds us that we should give our
very best to Jehovah.—Proverbs 3:9, 10; Colossians 3:23, 24.

(Ezekiel 43:24) You are to present them to
Jehovah, and the priests must throw salt on
them and oﬀer them up as a whole burnt offering to Jehovah.
w04 5/15 22 ˚1
Highlights From the Book of Leviticus
2:13—Why did salt have to be presented “with
every oﬀering”? This was not done to enhance
the ﬂavor of the sacriﬁces. Around the world,
salt is used as a preservative. It was likely
presented with oﬀerings because it represents
freedom from corruption and decay.
mwbr20.11-E

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 1:1-17) And Jehovah called Moses
and spoke to him from the tent of meeting, saying: 2 “Speak to the Israelites and tell
them, ‘If any one of you would present an
4

oﬀering to Jehovah from the domestic animals, you should present your oﬀering from
the herd or from the ﬂock. 3 “ ‘If his oﬀering
is a burnt oﬀering from the herd, he should
present a sound male animal. He should present it of his own free will before Jehovah at
the entrance of the tent of meeting. 4 He is
to lay his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted in his behalf to
make atonement for him. 5 “ ‘Then the young
bull must be slaughtered before Jehovah, and
the sons of Aaron, the priests, will present
the blood and sprinkle the blood on all sides
of the altar, which is at the entrance of the
tent of meeting. 6 The burnt oﬀering should
be skinned and cut into pieces. 7 The sons of
Aaron, the priests, are to put ﬁre on the altar
and arrange wood on the ﬁre. 8 The sons of
Aaron, the priests, will arrange the pieces of
the oﬀering with the head and the suet over
the wood that is on the ﬁre on the altar. 9 Its
intestines and its shanks will be washed with
water, and the priest is to make all of it smoke
on the altar as a burnt oﬀering, an oﬀering
made by ﬁre of a pleasing aroma to Jehovah.
10 “ ‘If his oﬀering for a burnt oﬀering is from
the ﬂock, from the young rams or the goats,
he should present a sound male. 11 It is to
be slaughtered at the north side of the altar
before Jehovah, and the sons of Aaron, the
priests, will sprinkle its blood on all sides of
the altar. 12 He will cut it up into pieces, and
with its head and its suet, the priest will arrange them over the wood on the ﬁre on the
altar. 13 He will wash the intestines and the
shanks with water, and the priest will present
all of it and make it smoke on the altar. It is
a burnt oﬀering, an oﬀering made by ﬁre of
a pleasing aroma to Jehovah. 14 “ ‘However, if
he oﬀers birds as a burnt oﬀering to Jehovah,
he will present his oﬀering from the turtledoves or the young pigeons. 15 The priest will
mwbr20.11-E

present it at the altar and nip oﬀ its head
and make it smoke on the altar, but its blood
should be drained out on the side of the altar.
16 He should remove its crop and its feathers
and throw them beside the altar, to the east,
to the place for the ashes. 17 He will split it
at its wings without dividing it into two parts.
Then the priest will make it smoke on the altar over the wood that is on the ﬁre. It is a
burnt oﬀering, an oﬀering made by ﬁre of a
pleasing aroma to Jehovah.

NOVEMBER 16-22
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 4-5
“Give Jehovah Your Best”
(Leviticus 5:5, 6) “ ‘If he becomes guilty as
respects one of these things, then he must
confess in what way he has sinned. 6 He will
also bring his guilt oﬀering to Jehovah for the
sin that he committed, namely, a female from
the ﬂock, either a female lamb or a young female goat, for a sin oﬀering. Then the priest
will make atonement for him for his sin.
it-2 527 ˚9
Oﬀerings
Guilt oﬀerings. Guilt oﬀerings were also oﬀerings because of sin, for guilt of any sort involves
sin. They were for special sins by which a person
had contracted guilt, and they diﬀered slightly
from other sin oﬀerings in that they appear to
have been to satisfy or restore a right. Either a
right of Jehovah or a right of his holy nation had
been violated. The guilt oﬀering was to satisfy
Jehovah on the right that had been violated, or
to restore or recover certain covenant rights for
the repentant wrongdoer and to get relief from
the penalty for his sin.—Compare Isa 53:10.

(Leviticus 5:7) “ ‘If, though, he cannot afford a sheep, he must bring to Jehovah two
5

w16.02 30 ˚14
Learn From Jehovah’s Loyal Servants

turtledoves or two young pigeons as his guilt
oﬀering for the sin, one for a sin oﬀering and
one for a burnt oﬀering.

14

Kindness can help you to deal with a conﬂict
of loyalties. For example, you may have definite knowledge that a certain fellow believer is
guilty of serious misconduct. You may feel loyal to him, especially if he is a close friend or a
relative. But if you were to cover up the wrongdoing, you would be disloyal to God. Of course,
your loyalty to Jehovah should come ﬁrst. So
like Nathan, be kind yet ﬁrm. Urge your friend
or relative to seek the help of the elders. If he
or she does not do so within a reasonable period of time, loyalty to God should move you to
report the matter to the elders. In doing this,
you are being loyal to Jehovah and kind to your
friend or relative, for Christian elders will try
to readjust such an individual with mildness.
—Read Leviticus 5:1; Galatians 6:1.

w09 6/1 26 ˚3
He Is Considerate of Our Limitations
Reﬂecting Jehovah’s tender consideration, the
Law said: “If, though, he cannot aﬀord enough
for a sheep, then he must bring as his guilt offering for the sin that he has committed two
turtledoves or two young pigeons to Jehovah.”
(Verse 7) The phrase “if . . . he cannot aﬀord”
may also be rendered “if . . . his hand cannot
reach.” If an Israelite was too poor to aﬀord a
sheep, then God was pleased to accept something that was within the oﬀerer’s reach—two
turtledoves or two pigeons.

(Leviticus 5:11) “ ‘Now if he cannot aﬀord
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, he
must bring as his oﬀering for his sin a tenth
of an ephah of ﬁne ﬂour for a sin oﬀering.
He should not add oil to it or place frankincense on it, for it is a sin oﬀering.

(Leviticus 5:15, 16) “If someone behaves unfaithfully by unintentionally sinning against
the holy things of Jehovah, he is to bring
to Jehovah a sound ram from the ﬂock as
a guilt oﬀering; its value in silver shekels is
set according to the standard shekel of the
holy place. 16 And he will make compensation
for the sin he has committed against the holy
place and he will also add a ﬁfth of its value. He will give it to the priest, so that the
priest may make atonement for him with the
ram of the guilt oﬀering, and it will be forgiven him.

w09 6/1 26 ˚4
He Is Considerate of Our Limitations
What if the individual did not have the means
even for the two birds? “Then he must bring
as his oﬀering for the sin he has committed
the tenth of an ephah [eight or nine cups] of
ﬁne ﬂour for a sin oﬀering,” the Law stated.
(Verse 11) For the very poor, Jehovah chose to
make an exception and allow a sin oﬀering without blood. In Israel, poverty denied no one the
blessing of atonement or the privilege of making peace with God.

it-1 1130 ˚2
Holiness
Animals and Produce. The ﬁrstborn males of
cattle, sheep, and goats were counted as holy
to Jehovah and were not to be redeemed. They
were to be sacriﬁced, and a portion went to the
sanctiﬁed priests. (Nu 18:17-19) The ﬁrstfruits
and the tithe were holy, as were all sacriﬁces
and all gifts sanctiﬁed to the service of the
sanctuary. (Ex 28:38) All things holy to Jehovah

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Leviticus 5:1) “ ‘If someone sins because he
has heard a public call to testify and he is a
witness or has seen or learned about it and
he does not report it, then he will answer for
his error.
mwbr20.11-E
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altar of burnt oﬀering, and he will pour all
the rest of its blood at the base of the altar. 35 He will remove all its fat the same way
that the fat of the young ram of the communion sacriﬁce is removed, and the priest will
make them smoke on the altar on top of Jehovah’s oﬀerings made by ﬁre; and the priest
will make atonement for him for the sin that
he has committed, and it will be forgiven him.

were sacred and could not be considered lightly or used in a common, or profane, way. An
example is the law regarding the tithe. If a man
set aside the portion to be tithed, say, of his
wheat crop, and then he or one of his household unintentionally took some of it for home
use, such as cooking, the man was guilty of violating God’s law respecting holy things. The
Law required that he make compensation to the
sanctuary of an equal amount plus 20 percent,
besides oﬀering up a sound ram of the ﬂock as
a sacriﬁce. Thus, great respect was engendered
for the holy things belonging to Jehovah.—Le 5:
14-16.

5 “ ‘If someone sins because he has heard a
public call to testify and he is a witness or has
seen or learned about it and he does not report it, then he will answer for his error. 2 “ ‘Or
when a person touches anything unclean,
whether the dead body of an unclean wild
animal, an unclean domestic animal, or an
unclean swarming creature, he is unclean and
has become guilty even if he does not realize
it. 3 Or in case someone without being aware
of it touches human uncleanness—anything
unclean that may make him unclean—and he
comes to know it, then he becomes guilty.
4 “ ‘Or if someone rashly swears to do something—whether it is to do good or to do evil,
no matter what it may be—and he was unaware of it, but then he realizes that he has
sworn rashly, he becomes guilty.

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 4:27–5:4) “ ‘If any one of the people of the land sins unintentionally and
becomes guilty by doing one of the things
that Jehovah commands should not be done,
28 or if he becomes aware of a sin that he
has committed, then he should bring a sound
young female goat as his oﬀering for the sin
he has committed. 29 He will lay his hand on
the head of the sin oﬀering and slaughter the
sin oﬀering in the same place as the burnt
oﬀering. 30 The priest will take some of its
blood with his ﬁnger and put it on the horns
of the altar of burnt oﬀering, and he will
pour all the rest of its blood at the base of
the altar. 31 He will remove all its fat, just as
the fat is removed from the communion sacriﬁce, and the priest will make it smoke on
the altar as a pleasing aroma to Jehovah; and
the priest will make atonement for him, and
it will be forgiven him. 32 “ ‘But if he oﬀers
a lamb as his sin oﬀering, he should bring
a sound female lamb. 33 He will lay his hand
on the head of the sin oﬀering and slaughter it as a sin oﬀering in the place where the
burnt oﬀering is slaughtered. 34 The priest will
take some of the blood of the sin oﬀering
with his ﬁnger and put it on the horns of the
mwbr20.11-E

NOVEMBER 23-29
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 6-7
“An Expression of Thanksgiving”
(Leviticus 7:11, 12) “ ‘Now this is the law of
the communion sacriﬁce that one may present to Jehovah: 12 If he presents it as
an expression of thanksgiving, he will present along with the thanksgiving sacriﬁce
unleavened ring-shaped loaves mixed with
oil, unleavened wafers spread with oil, and
ring-shaped loaves made with ﬁne ﬂour, wellmixed and blended with oil.
7

w19.11 22 ˚9
Lessons We Can Learn From the Book of Leviticus

press gratitude for or to celebrate the blessed
condition of peace with God enjoyed by those
who are approved by him. The priests and the
oﬀerer partook of the sacriﬁce after the blood
and fat were oﬀered to Jehovah. (Leviticus 3:
17; 7:16-21; 19:5-8) In a beautiful and symbolic
way, the oﬀerer, the priests, and Jehovah God
were sharing in a meal, signifying the peaceful
relationship that existed among them.

9

Second lesson: We serve Jehovah because
we are grateful to him. To highlight this, let us
consider the communion oﬀerings, another important aspect of true worship in ancient Israel.
In the book of Leviticus, we learn that an Israelite could oﬀer a communion sacriﬁce “as an
expression of thanksgiving.” (Lev. 7:11-13, 1618) He made this oﬀering, not because he had
to, but because he wanted to. So this was a
voluntary oﬀering that the individual made because he loved his God, Jehovah. The person
making the oﬀering, his family, and the priests
would eat the meat of the sacriﬁced animal. But
certain parts of the animal sacriﬁce were offered up exclusively to Jehovah. Which parts?

(Leviticus 7:20) “ ‘But any person who is unclean and eats the ﬂesh of the communion
sacriﬁce, which is for Jehovah, that person
must be cut oﬀ from his people.
w00 8/15 19 ˚8
Sacriﬁces of Praise That Please Jehovah
8

What of the person making the oﬀering? The
Law stated that anyone coming before Jehovah
had to be clean and undeﬁled. Someone who
had become deﬁled for any reason ﬁrst had
to oﬀer a sin or guilt oﬀering to restore his
clean standing before Jehovah so that his burnt
oﬀering or communion sacriﬁce could be acceptable to Him. (Leviticus 5:1-6, 15, 17) Do we,
therefore, appreciate the importance of always
maintaining a clean standing before Jehovah? If
we want our worship to be acceptable to God,
we must be swift about correcting any infractions of God’s laws. We should be quick to avail
ourselves of the God-given means for help—“the
older men of the congregation” and the “propitiatory sacriﬁce for our sins,” Jesus Christ.
—James 5:14; 1 John 2:1, 2.

(Leviticus 7:13-15) He will present his oﬀering along with ring-shaped loaves of leavened
bread and the thanksgiving sacriﬁce of his
communion sacriﬁces. 14 He is to present from
it one of each oﬀering as a sacred portion
to Jehovah; it will belong to the priest who
sprinkles the blood of the communion sacriﬁces. 15 The ﬂesh of the thanksgiving sacriﬁce
of his communion sacriﬁces is to be eaten on
the day he oﬀers it. He must not save any of
it until morning.
w00 8/15 15 ˚15
Sacriﬁces That Pleased God
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Another voluntary oﬀering was the communion sacriﬁce, described in Leviticus chapter 3.
The name can also be translated “a sacriﬁce of
peace oﬀerings.” In Hebrew, the word “peace”
denotes much more than simply being free from
war or disturbance. “In the Bible, it denotes this,
and also the state or relation of peace with God,
prosperity, joy, and happiness,” says the book
Studies in the Mosaic Institutions. Thus, communion sacriﬁces were oﬀered, not to secure
peace with God, as if to appease him, but to exmwbr20.11-E

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Leviticus 6:13) Fire will be kept constantly
burning on the altar. It must not go out.
it-1 833 ˚1
Fire
As relates to the tabernacle and the temple. Fire ﬁgured in the worship carried on at
the tabernacle and then later at the temple.
Each morning and between the two evenings,
8

the high priest was to burn incense on the
altar of incense. (Ex 30:7, 8) God’s law required that the ﬁre on the altar of burnt oﬀering
be kept burning continually. (Le 6:12, 13) The
traditional Jewish view that the altar ﬁre was
originally kindled miraculously by God, though
widely accepted, is not actually supported by
the Scriptures. According to Jehovah’s initial instructions to Moses, the sons of Aaron were to
“put ﬁre on the altar and set wood in order
on the ﬁre” before placing the sacriﬁce on the
altar. (Le 1:7, 8) It was after the installation
of the Aaronic priesthood, and therefore after
the installation sacriﬁces had been oﬀered, that
ﬁre from Jehovah, probably proceeding from the
cloud over the tabernacle, consumed the oﬀering then upon the altar. In view of this, the
miraculous ﬁre manifested itself, not in kindling
the wood on the altar, but in “consuming the
burnt oﬀering and the fatty pieces upon the altar.” The ﬁre that then continued to burn on the
altar, of course, was likely a result of the mixture of the ﬁre from God and the ﬁre already on
the altar. (Le 8:14–9:24) Likewise, miraculous
ﬁre from Jehovah consumed the sacriﬁces right
after Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the
temple.—2Ch 7:1; see also Jg 6:21; 1Ki 18:21-39;
1Ch 21:26 for other examples of Jehovah’s use
of miraculous ﬁre when accepting the oﬀerings
of his servants.

for individuals, the sin oﬀering is mandatory.
—4:1-35; 6:24-30.

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 6:1-18) Jehovah went on to say
to Moses: 2 “If someone sins and behaves
unfaithfully toward Jehovah by deceiving his
neighbor in connection with something entrusted to him, or something deposited with
him, or he robs or defrauds his neighbor,
3 or he ﬁnds something lost and is deceptive about it, and if he swears falsely over
any such sin he may commit, this is what he
should do: 4 If he has sinned and is guilty, he
must return what he stole, what he extorted,
what he took by fraud, what was entrusted to him, or the lost thing that he found,
5 or anything about which he swore falsely,
and he must make full compensation for it,
and he will add to it a ﬁfth of its value. He
will give it to the owner on the day his guilt
is proved. 6 And he will bring to the priest
as his guilt oﬀering to Jehovah a sound ram
from the ﬂock according to the assessed value, for a guilt oﬀering. 7 The priest will make
atonement for him before Jehovah, and he
will be forgiven for anything he may have
done resulting in his guilt.” 8 Jehovah continued to speak to Moses, saying: 9 “Command
Aaron and his sons and say, ‘This is the law of
the burnt oﬀering: The burnt oﬀering will remain on the hearth on the altar all night long
until the morning, and the ﬁre will be kept
burning on the altar. 10 The priest will clothe
himself with his oﬃcial dress of linen, and
he will put the linen shorts on over his ﬂesh.
Then he will remove the ashes of the burnt
oﬀering that the ﬁre had consumed on the altar and place them beside the altar. 11 Then
he will take oﬀ his garments and put on other garments and take the ashes to a clean
place outside the camp. 12 The ﬁre will be

(Leviticus 6:25) “Tell Aaron and his sons,
‘This is the law of the sin oﬀering: In the place
where the burnt oﬀering is slaughtered, the
sin oﬀering will also be slaughtered before Jehovah. It is a most holy thing.
si 27 ˚15
Bible Book Number 3—Leviticus
15

(3) A sin oﬀering is required for unintentional
sins, or sins committed by mistake. The type of
animal oﬀered depends upon whose sin is being
atoned for—that of the priest, the people as a
whole, a chieftain, or an ordinary person. Unlike
the voluntary burnt and communion oﬀerings
mwbr20.11-E
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kept burning on the altar. It must not go out.
The priest must burn wood on it each morning and arrange the burnt oﬀering over it,
and he will make the fat of the communion
sacriﬁces smoke over it. 13 Fire will be kept
constantly burning on the altar. It must not
go out. 14 “ ‘Now this is the law of the grain offering: You sons of Aaron are to present it
before Jehovah in front of the altar. 15 One of
them will take a handful from the ﬁne ﬂour of
the grain oﬀering and some of its oil and all
the frankincense that is on the grain oﬀering, and he will make it smoke on the altar as
a pleasing aroma for a token oﬀering to Jehovah. 16 Aaron and his sons will eat what is
left of it. It will be eaten as unleavened bread
in a holy place. They will eat it in the courtyard of the tent of meeting. 17 It should not be
baked with anything leavened. I have given
it as their share out of my oﬀerings made
by ﬁre. It is something most holy, like the sin
oﬀering and like the guilt oﬀering. 18 Every
male among the sons of Aaron will eat it. It
is their permanent allowance throughout your
generations from Jehovah’s oﬀerings made
by ﬁre. Everything that touches them will become holy.’ ”

Urim and the Thummim in the breastpiece.
9 Then he placed the turban on his head, and
he put on the front of the turban the shining
plate of gold, the holy sign of dedication, just
as Jehovah had commanded Moses.
(Leviticus 8:12) Finally he poured some of
the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed him in order to sanctify him.
it-1 1207
Installation
Moses washed Aaron and Aaron’s sons Nadab,
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar (or, he commanded them to wash themselves) at the copper
basin in the courtyard and put upon Aaron the
glorious garments of the high priest. (Nu 3:2, 3)
Now clothed in beautiful apparel, Aaron was
invested with the garments representing the
qualities and responsibilities of his oﬃce. Moses
then anointed the tabernacle, all its furnishings
and utensils, and the altar of burnt oﬀering,
as well as the basin and the utensils used in
connection with them. This sanctiﬁed them, set
them aside for the exclusive use and service of
God for which they would now be employed.
Finally Moses anointed Aaron by pouring the
oil upon his head.—Le 8:6-12; Ex 30:22-33; Ps
133:2.

(Leviticus 9:1-5) On the eighth day, Moses
called Aaron and his sons and the elders of
Israel. 2 He said to Aaron: “Take for yourself a young calf for a sin oﬀering and a ram
for a burnt oﬀering, sound ones, and present
them before Jehovah. 3 But you will say to the
Israelites, ‘Take a male goat for a sin oﬀering and a calf and a young ram, each a year
old, sound ones, for a burnt oﬀering, 4 and a
bull and a ram for communion sacriﬁces, to
sacriﬁce them before Jehovah, and a grain
oﬀering mixed with oil, for today Jehovah will
appear to you.’ ” 5 So they took what Moses
had commanded before the tent of meeting.

NOVEMBER 30–DECEMBER 6
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 8-9
“Evidence of Jehovah’s Blessing”
(Leviticus 8:6-9) So Moses brought Aaron
and his sons near and washed them with
water. 7 After that he put the robe on him,
wrapped him with the sash, clothed him with
the sleeveless coat, and put the ephod on
him and tied it with the woven belt of the
ephod, binding it securely on him. 8 Next he
placed the breastpiece on him and put the
mwbr20.11-E

10

Then the whole assembly came forward and
stood before Jehovah.

blessed the people, Jehovah caused ﬁre to consume the remainder of the sacriﬁce on the altar.
—Read Leviticus 9:23, 24.

it-1 1208 ˚8
Installation

Digging for Spiritual Gems

On the eighth day, fully equipped and installed
in oﬃce, the priesthood oﬃciated (without Moses’ assistance) for the ﬁrst time, performing
an atonement service for the nation of Israel, especially in need of cleansing not only
because of their natural sinfulness but also because of their recent disobedience in connection
with the golden calf, which had brought Jehovah’s displeasure. (Le 9:1-7; Ex 32:1-10) At
the conclusion of this ﬁrst service by the newly installed priesthood, Jehovah manifested his
approval and conﬁrmation of them in oﬃce by
sending miraculous ﬁre, doubtless from the pillar of cloud above the tabernacle, devouring the
remainder of the sacriﬁce on the altar.—Le 9:
23, 24.

(Leviticus 8:6) So Moses brought Aaron and
his sons near and washed them with water.
w14 11/15 9 ˚6
Why We Must Be Holy
6

The requirement that Israel’s priesthood be
physically clean has real meaning for Jehovah’s
people today. Those with whom we study the Bible often notice that our places of worship are
clean and also how neat and well-dressed we
are. Yet, the cleanness of the priesthood helps
us to realize that anyone who ascends the elevated mountain of Jehovah’s worship must have
“a pure heart.” (Read Psalm 24:3, 4; Isa. 2:
2, 3.) Our sacred service to God must be rendered with cleansed minds and hearts as well
as with clean bodies. This calls for frequent
self-examination, after which some may need to
make signiﬁcant changes so that they can be
holy. (2 Cor. 13:5) For instance, a baptized person who deliberately views pornography should
ask himself, ‘Am I proving myself holy?’ Then he
ought to get help to end that vile practice.—Jas.
5:14.

(Leviticus 9:23, 24) Finally Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting and came
out and blessed the people. Jehovah’s glory
now appeared to all the people, 24 and ﬁre
came out from Jehovah and began consuming the burnt oﬀering and the pieces of fat
on the altar. When all the people saw it, they
started shouting and they fell with their faces
to the ground.

(Leviticus 8:14-17) Then he brought the bull
of the sin oﬀering, and Aaron and his sons
laid their hands on the head of the bull of the
sin oﬀering. 15 Moses slaughtered it and took
the blood with his ﬁnger and put it on the
horns of the altar on all sides, and he puriﬁed
the altar from sin, but the rest of the blood
he poured at the base of the altar, in order
to sanctify it to make atonement on it. 16 After
that he took all the fat that was on the intestines, the appendage of the liver, and the two
kidneys and their fat, and Moses made them
smoke on the altar. 17 Then he had the rest
of the bull, its skin, its ﬂesh, and its dung,

w19.11 23 ˚13
Lessons We Can Learn From the Book of Leviticus
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Fourth lesson: Jehovah is blessing the earthly part of his organization. Consider what
happened in 1512 B.C.E. when the tabernacle
was set up at the foot of Mount Sinai. (Ex.
40:17) Moses presided over a ceremony to install Aaron and his sons as priests. The nation
of Israel assembled to witness the priests presenting their ﬁrst animal sacriﬁces. (Lev. 9:1-5)
How did Jehovah show his approval of the newly installed priesthood? As Aaron and Moses
mwbr20.11-E
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burned with ﬁre outside the camp, just as Jehovah had commanded Moses.

and night for seven days and carry out your
obligation to Jehovah, so that you may not
die; for so I have been commanded.” 36 And
Aaron and his sons did all the things that Jehovah had commanded by means of Moses.

it-2 437 ˚3
Moses
God constituted Moses mediator of the Law
covenant with Israel, an intimate position such
as no man has ever held before God except
Jesus Christ, the Mediator of the new covenant. With the blood of animal sacriﬁces Moses
sprinkled the book of the covenant, representing Jehovah as one “party,” and the people (no
doubt the representative older men) as the other “party.” He read the book of the covenant to
the people, who replied, “All that Jehovah has
spoken we are willing to do and be obedient.”
(Ex 24:3-8; Heb 9:19) In his oﬃce of mediator,
Moses was privileged to oversee the building of
the tabernacle and the making of its utensils,
the pattern of which God gave to him, and to
install the priesthood in oﬃce, anointing the
tabernacle and Aaron the high priest with the oil
of special composition. Then he took oversight
of the ﬁrst oﬃcial services of the newly consecrated priesthood.—Ex chaps 25-29; Le chaps
8, 9.

9 On the eighth day, Moses called Aaron and
his sons and the elders of Israel. 2 He said to
Aaron: “Take for yourself a young calf for a
sin oﬀering and a ram for a burnt oﬀering,
sound ones, and present them before Jehovah. 3 But you will say to the Israelites, ‘Take
a male goat for a sin oﬀering and a calf and
a young ram, each a year old, sound ones,
for a burnt oﬀering, 4 and a bull and a ram
for communion sacriﬁces, to sacriﬁce them
before Jehovah, and a grain oﬀering mixed
with oil, for today Jehovah will appear to
you.’ ” 5 So they took what Moses had commanded before the tent of meeting. Then the
whole assembly came forward and stood before Jehovah. 6 And Moses said: “This is what
Jehovah has commanded you to do, so that
the glory of Jehovah may appear to you.”
7 Then Moses said to Aaron: “Approach the
altar and present your sin oﬀering and your
burnt oﬀering, and make atonement in your
own behalf and in behalf of your house; and
present the oﬀering of the people, and make
atonement in their behalf, just as Jehovah
has commanded.”

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 8:31–9:7) Then Moses said to
Aaron and his sons: “Boil the ﬂesh at the entrance of the tent of meeting, and you will eat
it there with the bread that is in the installation basket, just as I was commanded, ‘Aaron
and his sons will eat it.’ 32 What is left over
of the ﬂesh and the bread you will burn with
ﬁre. 33 You must not go out from the entrance
of the tent of meeting for seven days, until
the days for completing your installation are
over, because it will take seven days to install you as priests. 34 Jehovah commanded
that we do what we have done today in order
to make atonement for you. 35 You will stay
at the entrance of the tent of meeting day
˘ 2020 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
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References for Life and Ministry Meeting Workbook
odus 30:34, 35. Their inebriated condition did
not excuse their sin.

DECEMBER 7-13
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 10-11

(Leviticus 10:4, 5) So Moses called Mishael and El·zaphan, the sons of Uzzi·el, Aaron’s
uncle, and said to them: “Come here, carry
your brothers from in front of the holy place
to a place outside the camp.” 5 So they came
forward and carried the men away in their
robes to a place outside the camp, just as
Moses had told them.

“Love for Jehovah Stronger Than Love for
Family”
(Leviticus 10:1, 2) Later Aaron’s sons Nadab and A·bihu each took his ﬁre holder and
put ﬁre in it and placed incense on it. Then
they began oﬀering before Jehovah unauthorized ﬁre, which he had not commanded them
to do. 2 At this a ﬁre came out from before Jehovah and consumed them, so that they died
before Jehovah.

(Leviticus 10:6, 7) Moses then said to Aaron
and his other sons El·e·azar and Itha·mar:
“Do not let your heads go ungroomed or tear
your garments, so that you may not die and
that God may not become indignant against
all the assembly. Your brothers of the whole
house of Israel will weep over those whom Jehovah has killed by the ﬁre. 7 You must not
go out from the entrance of the tent of meeting or you will die, for Jehovah’s anointing oil
is upon you.” So they did according to Moses’ word.

it-1 1174
Illegitimate
Illegitimate Fire and Incense. At Leviticus 10:1
the Hebrew word zar (feminine, za·rah; literally,
strange) is used with regard to “illegitimate ﬁre,
which [God] had not prescribed for them” but
which Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu presented
before Jehovah and for which he executed them
by ﬁre. (Le 10:2; Nu 3:4; 26:61) Subsequently,
Jehovah said to Aaron: “Do not drink wine or
intoxicating liquor, you and your sons with you,
when you come into the tent of meeting, that
you may not die. It is a statute to time indefinite for your generations, both in order to make
a distinction between the holy thing and the
profane and between the unclean thing and the
clean, and in order to teach the sons of Israel
all the regulations that Jehovah has spoken to
them by means of Moses.” (Le 10:8-11) This
seems to indicate that Nadab and Abihu were in
a state of intoxication, which condition emboldened them to oﬀer ﬁre not prescribed. Such ﬁre
was likely illegal as to its time, place, or manner of oﬀering, or it could have been incense
other than of the composition described at Exmwbr20.12-E
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God’s Rest—Have You Entered Into It?
16

Moses’ brother, Aaron, faced a diﬃcult situation with regard to two of his sons. Think of how
he must have felt when his sons Nadab and Abihu oﬀered illegitimate ﬁre to Jehovah and He
struck them dead. Of course, that ended any association those men could have had with their
parents. But there is more. Jehovah instructed
Aaron and his faithful sons: “Do not let your
heads go ungroomed, and you must not tear
your garments [in mourning], that you may not
die and that [Jehovah] may not become indignant against all the assembly.” (Lev. 10:1-6) The
message is clear. Our love for Jehovah must
be stronger than our love for unfaithful family
members.
1

it-1 111 ˚5
Animals

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Leviticus 10:8-11) Then Jehovah said to
Aaron: 9 “Do not drink wine or other alcoholic beverages, you and your sons with you,
when you come into the tent of meeting,
so that you will not die. It is a permanent
statute for your generations. 10 This is to
distinguish between the holy thing and the
profane and between the unclean thing and
the clean, 11 and to teach the Israelites all the
regulations that Jehovah has spoken to them
through Moses.”

These dietary limitations applied only to those
who were under the Mosaic Law, for the statement of Leviticus 11:8 is: “They are unclean
for you,” that is, for the Israelites. With the
abrogation of the Law on the basis of the sacriﬁcial death of Christ Jesus, the prohibitions
were canceled, and once more all humans could
consider themselves under the same broad provision announced to Noah following the Deluge.
—Col 2:13-17; Ge 9:3, 4.

Bible Reading

w14 11/15 17 ˚18
We Must Be Holy in All Our Conduct

(Leviticus 10:1-15) Later Aaron’s sons Nadab and A·bihu each took his ﬁre holder and
put ﬁre in it and placed incense on it. Then
they began oﬀering before Jehovah unauthorized ﬁre, which he had not commanded them
to do. 2 At this a ﬁre came out from before Jehovah and consumed them, so that they died
before Jehovah. 3 Then Moses said to Aaron: “This is what Jehovah has said, ‘I will be
made holy among those near to me, and I
will be gloriﬁed before all the people.’ ” And
Aaron kept silent. 4 So Moses called Mishael and El·zaphan, the sons of Uzzi·el, Aaron’s
uncle, and said to them: “Come here, carry
your brothers from in front of the holy place
to a place outside the camp.” 5 So they came
forward and carried the men away in their
robes to a place outside the camp, just as
Moses had told them. 6 Moses then said to
Aaron and his other sons El·e·azar and Itha·mar: “Do not let your heads go ungroomed
or tear your garments, so that you may not
die and that God may not become indignant against all the assembly. Your brothers
of the whole house of Israel will weep over
those whom Jehovah has killed by the ﬁre.
7 You must not go out from the entrance of
the tent of meeting or you will die, for Jehovah’s anointing oil is upon you.” So they

18

To be holy, we must weigh the Scriptures
carefully and do what God asks of us. Consider Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu, who were
executed for oﬀering “unauthorized ﬁre,” perhaps while inebriated. (Lev. 10:1, 2) Note what
God then told Aaron. (Read Leviticus 10:811.) Does that passage mean that we must
not drink anything alcoholic before going to a
Christian meeting? Think about these points:
We are not under the Law. (Rom. 10:4) In some
lands, our fellow believers use alcoholic beverages in moderation at meals before attending
meetings. Four cups of wine were used at the
Passover. When instituting the Memorial, Jesus
had his apostles drink wine that represented his
blood. (Matt. 26:27) The Bible condemns heavy
drinking and drunkenness. (1 Cor. 6:10; 1 Tim.
3:8) And many Christians would feel impelled by
their conscience to abstain completely from alcoholic beverages before engaging in any form
of sacred service. However, circumstances vary
from one country to another, and the important
thing is for Christians to “distinguish between
the holy thing and the profane” so as to conduct themselves with holiness that pleases God.

(Leviticus 11:8) You must not eat any of their
ﬂesh or touch their dead body. They are unclean for you.
mwbr20.12-E
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did according to Moses’ word. 8 Then Jehovah said to Aaron: 9 “Do not drink wine
or other alcoholic beverages, you and your
sons with you, when you come into the tent
of meeting, so that you will not die. It is a permanent statute for your generations. 10 This is
to distinguish between the holy thing and the
profane and between the unclean thing and
the clean, 11 and to teach the Israelites all
the regulations that Jehovah has spoken to
them through Moses.” 12 Then Moses spoke to
Aaron and to El·e·azar and Itha·mar, his
sons who were left: “Take what was left of
the grain oﬀering from Jehovah’s oﬀerings
made by ﬁre and eat it as unleavened bread
near the altar, because it is something most
holy. 13 You must eat it in a holy place, because it is your allowance and the allowance
of your sons from Jehovah’s oﬀerings made
by ﬁre, for this is what I have been commanded. 14 You will also eat the breast of
the wave oﬀering and the leg of the sacred
portion in a clean place, you and your sons
and your daughters with you, because these
things have been given as your allowance and
the allowance of your sons from the communion sacriﬁces of the Israelites. 15 They
will bring the leg of the sacred portion and
the breast of the wave oﬀering along with
the oﬀerings of fat made by ﬁre, in order to
wave the wave oﬀering back and forth before
Jehovah; and it will serve as a permanent allowance for you and your sons with you, just
as Jehovah has commanded.”

deeper than the skin and the hair has not
turned white, the priest will then quarantine
the infected person for seven days. 5 The
priest will then examine him on the seventh
day, and if it appears that the infection has
stopped and has not spread on the skin, the
priest will quarantine him for another seven
days.
wp18.1 7
Outdated or Ahead of Its Time?
˙ Isolating sick people.
The Mosaic Law prescribed keeping people
with leprosy separate from others. Not until
the plagues of the Middle Ages did medical
doctors learn to apply this principle, which
is still deemed eﬀective.—Leviticus, chapters 13
and 14.

(Leviticus 13:45, 46) As for the leper who
has the disease, his garments should be torn
and his head should be left ungroomed and
he should cover over his mustache and call
out, ‘Unclean, unclean!’ 46 He will be unclean
the whole time that he has the disease. Since
he is unclean, he should live in isolation. His
dwelling place will be outside the camp.
wp16.4 9 ˚1
Did You Know?
The ancient Jews had a fear of the form of
leprosy common in Bible times. That dreaded disease could attack the suﬀerer’s nerve
endings and lead to permanent damage and
disﬁgurement. There was no known cure for
leprosy. Rather, those aﬄicted by it were quarantined and were obliged to warn others of their
condition.—Leviticus 13:45, 46.

DECEMBER 14-20
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 12-13

(Leviticus 13:52) He should burn the garment or the warp or the woof in the wool or
in the linen or any article of skin in which the
disease has developed, for it is malignant leprosy. It should be burned in the ﬁre.

“Learn From the Laws on Leprosy”
(Leviticus 13:4, 5) But if the blotch on his
skin is white and its appearance is not
mwbr20.12-E
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w04 5/15 23 ˚2
Highlights From the Book of Leviticus

(Leviticus 13:57) However, if it still appears
in another part of the garment or in the warp
or in the woof or in any article of skin, it is
spreading, and you should burn any contaminated item in the ﬁre.

12:2, 5—Why did childbirth make a woman “unclean”? The reproductive organs were
made to pass on perfect human life. However,
because of the inherited eﬀects of sin, imperfect and sinful life was passed on to the
oﬀspring. The temporary periods of ‘uncleanness’ associated with childbirth, as well as
other matters, such as menstruation and seminal emissions, called this hereditary sinfulness
to mind. (Leviticus 15:16-24; Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12) The required puriﬁcation regulations
would help the Israelites to appreciate the need
for a ransom sacriﬁce to cover mankind’s sinfulness and restore human perfection. Thus the
Law became their “tutor leading to Christ.”—Galatians 3:24.

it-2 238 ˚3
Leprosy
In garments and houses. Leprosy could also affect woolen or linen garments, or an article of
skin. The plague might disappear with washing,
and there were arrangements for quarantining
the article. But where this yellowish-green or
reddish plague persisted, malignant leprosy was
present and the article was to be burned. (Le
13:47-59) If yellowish-green or reddish depressions appeared in the wall of a house, the priest
imposed a quarantine. It might be necessary to
tear out aﬀected stones and have the house
scraped oﬀ inside, the stones and scraped-oﬀ
mortar being disposed of in an unclean place
outside the city. If the plague returned, the
house was declared unclean and was pulled
down, and the materials were disposed of in an
unclean place. But for the house pronounced
clean there was an arrangement for puriﬁcation.
(Le 14:33-57) It has been suggested that the
leprosy aﬀecting garments or houses was a type
of mildew or mold; however, about this there is
uncertainty.

(Leviticus 12:3) On the eighth day, the ﬂesh
of his foreskin will be circumcised.
wp18.1 7
Outdated or Ahead of Its Time?
˙ Timing of circumcision.
God’s Law stipulated that a male child should
be circumcised on the eighth day of life. (Leviticus 12:3) In newborn babies, the blood’s
ability to clot is understood to reach normal levels after the ﬁrst week. In Bible times, before
advanced medical treatments were available,
waiting for over a week before circumcision was
a wise protection.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Leviticus 12:2) “Tell the Israelites, ‘If a woman becomes pregnant and gives birth to a
male, she will be unclean for seven days, just
as she is in the days of the impurity when she
is menstruating.

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 13:9-28) “If the disease of leprosy
develops in a man, he must then be brought
to the priest, 10 and the priest will examine
him. If there is a white swelling on the skin
and it has turned the hair white and there is
an open sore in the swelling, 11 it is chronic
leprosy on his skin, and the priest will declare him unclean. He should not quarantine
him, for he is unclean. 12 Now if the leprosy

(Leviticus 12:5) “ ‘If she should give birth to
a female, she will then be unclean for 14 days,
just as she would be during her menstruation.
She will continue cleansing herself from the
blood for the next 66 days.
mwbr20.12-E
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breaks out all over the skin and the leprosy covers the person with the disease from
head to foot, as far as the priest can see,
13 and the priest has examined him and sees
that the leprosy has covered all his skin, he
will then declare the infected person clean.
All of it has turned white, and he is clean.
14 But whenever an open sore appears in it,
he will be unclean. 15 When the priest sees the
open sore, he will declare him unclean. The
open sore is unclean. It is leprosy. 16 But if
the open sore again turns white, he will then
come to the priest. 17 The priest will examine
him, and if the infection has turned white, the
priest will then declare the infected person
clean. He is clean. 18 “If a person develops a
boil on his skin and it heals, 19 but in the place
of the boil a white swelling or a reddish-white
blotch has developed, he must then show
himself to the priest. 20 The priest will examine it, and if it appears to be deeper than the
skin and its hair has turned white, the priest
will then declare him unclean. It is the disease of leprosy that has broken out in the
boil. 21 But if the priest examines it and sees
that there is no white hair in it and it is not
deeper than the skin and appears faded, the
priest will then quarantine him for seven days.
22 And if it has clearly spread on the skin,
the priest will then declare him unclean. It is a
disease. 23 But if the blotch stays in one place
and has not spread, it is only the inﬂammation from the boil, and the priest will declare
him clean. 24 “Or if someone has a scar from
the ﬁre and the raw ﬂesh of the scar becomes a reddish-white blotch or a white one,
25 the priest will then examine it. If the hair
in the blotch has turned white and it appears
to be deeper than the skin, it is leprosy that
has broken out in the scar, and the priest will
declare him unclean. It is the disease of leprosy. 26 But if the priest examines it and sees
mwbr20.12-E

that there is no white hair in the blotch and
it is not deeper than the skin and it is faded,
the priest will then quarantine him for seven
days. 27 The priest will examine him on the
seventh day, and if it has clearly spread on
the skin, the priest will then declare him unclean. It is the disease of leprosy. 28 But if the
blotch stays in one place and has not spread
over the skin and it is faded, it is only a swelling of the scar, and the priest will declare him
clean, because it is an inﬂammation of the
scar.

DECEMBER 21-27
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 14-15
“Pure Worship Requires Cleanness”
(Leviticus 15:13-15) “ ‘When the discharge
stops and the person becomes clean from it,
he will then count seven days for his puriﬁcation, and he must wash his garments, bathe
himself in running water, and he will be clean.
14 On the eighth day, he should take two
turtledoves or two young pigeons and come
before Jehovah at the entrance of the tent of
meeting and give them to the priest. 15 And
the priest will oﬀer them, the one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt oﬀering, and
the priest will make atonement for him before
Jehovah concerning his discharge.
it-1 263
Bathing
Ceremonial bathing on the part of the Israelites in general was required for various reasons.
Anyone who recovered from leprosy, anyone
who contacted things touched by those with “a
running discharge,” a man who had an emission
of semen, a woman after menstruation or hemorrhaging, or anyone having sexual intercourse
was “unclean” and had to bathe. (Le 14:8, 9; 15:
4-27) One in a tent with, or touching, a human
5

corpse was “unclean” and had to be puriﬁed
with cleansing water. If anyone refused to comply with this regulation, he “must be cut oﬀ
from the midst of the congregation, because
it is Jehovah’s sanctuary that he has deﬁled.”
(Nu 19:20) Appropriately, then, washing is used
ﬁguratively to denote a clean standing before
Jehovah. (Ps 26:6; 73:13; Isa 1:16; Eze 16:9)
Bathing with Jehovah’s word of truth, symbolized by water, has power to cleanse.—Eph 5:26.

it-1 1133
Holy Place
2. The tent of meeting and, later, the temple.
The entire arrangement, including the courtyard
of the tabernacle and the temple courts, was a
holy place. (Ex 38:24; 2Ch 29:5; Ac 21:28) The
primary items located in the courtyard were the
altar of sacriﬁce and the copper basin. These
were holy objects. Only those persons ceremonially clean could enter into the tabernacle
courtyard at any time; likewise, no one could go
into the temple courts in an unclean state. For
example, a woman in the unclean state could
not touch any holy thing or come into the holy
place. (Le 12:2-4) Evidently even a state of continued uncleanness on the part of the Israelites
was considered to be a deﬁling of the tabernacle. (Le 15:31) Those presenting oﬀerings for
cleansing from leprosy brought their sacriﬁce
only as far as the gate of the courtyard. (Le
14:11) No unclean person could partake of a
communion sacriﬁce at the tabernacle or the
temple, on pain of death.—Le 7:20, 21.

(Leviticus 15:28-30) “ ‘However, when she is
clean from her discharge, she will count for
herself seven days, and afterward she will be
clean. 29 On the eighth day, she should take
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, and
she will bring them to the priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 30 The priest
will make the one a sin oﬀering and the other a burnt oﬀering, and the priest will make
atonement for her before Jehovah concerning her unclean discharge.
it-2 372 ˚2
Menstruation

Digging for Spiritual Gems

The woman was also viewed as unclean for
the duration of an irregular running discharge
of blood or “a ﬂow longer than her menstrual
impurity,” at which time she made the articles
on which she lay or sat as well as persons
touching these items unclean. After the abnormal discharge ceased, she was to count seven
days, and she then became clean. On the eighth
day the woman brought two turtledoves or two
young pigeons to the priest, who made atonement for her, presenting one of these creatures
to Jehovah as a sin oﬀering and the other
as a burnt oﬀering.—Le 15:19-30; see CLEAN,
CLEANNESS.

(Leviticus 14:14) “Then the priest will take
some of the blood of the guilt oﬀering, and
the priest will put it on the right earlobe of
the one cleansing himself and on the thumb
of his right hand and on the big toe of his
right foot.
(Leviticus 14:17) Then the priest will put
some of the remaining oil in his palm on the
right earlobe of the one cleansing himself and
on the thumb of his right hand and on the
big toe of his right foot over the blood of the
guilt oﬀering.
(Leviticus 14:25) He will then slaughter the
young ram of the guilt oﬀering, and the priest
will take some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the right earlobe of the
one cleansing himself and on the thumb of

(Leviticus 15:31) “ ‘Thus you must keep the
Israelites separate from their uncleanness, so
that they do not die in their uncleanness by
deﬁling my tabernacle, which is in their midst.
mwbr20.12-E
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his right hand and on the big toe of his right
foot.

the plaster and mortar of the house—and carried outside the city to an unclean place.

(Leviticus 14:28) And the priest will put
some of the oil that is in his palm on the right
earlobe of the one cleansing himself and on
the thumb of his right hand and on the big
toe of his right foot on the same places that
he put the blood of the guilt oﬀering.

g 1/06 14, box
Mold—Friend and Foe!
MOLD IN BIBLE TIMES?
The Bible mentions “the plague of leprosy in
a house,” meaning in the building itself. (Leviticus 14:34-48) It has been suggested that
this phenomenon, also called “malignant leprosy,” was a form of mildew or mold, but about
this there is uncertainty. Whatever the case,
God’s Law instructed homeowners to remove infected stones, scrape out the entire inside of
the house, and discard all the suspect matter
outside the city in “an unclean place.” If the
plague returned, the whole house was to be
declared unclean, pulled down, and disposed
of. Jehovah’s detailed instructions reﬂected his
deep love for his people and for their physical
welfare.

it-1 665 ˚5
Ear
At the installation of the priesthood in Israel,
Moses was commanded to take some of the
blood of the ram of the installation and put it
on the lobe of the right ear of Aaron and of
each of his sons, as well as on the right hand
and right foot, indicating that what they listened to, the work they did, and the way they
walked should be directly aﬀected by what was
there taking place. (Le 8:22-24) Similarly, in the
case of the cleansed leper, the Law said that
the priest was to put some of the blood of the
ram oﬀered as a guilt oﬀering, as well as some
of the oil oﬀered, on the lobe of the leper’s
right ear. (Le 14:14, 17, 25, 28) An arrangement
of comparable nature was found in the provision made for the man who wished to continue
in slavery to his master to time indeﬁnite. In
such case the slave was to be brought to the
doorpost, and his master was to pierce his ear
through with an awl. This prominent mark, being made on the organ for hearing, evidently
represented the slave’s desire to continue in
obedient attention to his master.—Ex 21:5, 6.

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 14:1-18) Jehovah continued to
speak to Moses, saying: 2 “This is to be the
law of the leper on the day his puriﬁcation is
established, when he is to be brought to the
priest. 3 The priest will go outside the camp
and examine him. If the leper has been cured
of the leprosy, 4 the priest will command
him to bring two live clean birds, cedarwood,
scarlet material, and hyssop for his cleansing. 5 The priest will command that the one
bird be killed in an earthenware vessel over
running water. 6 But he should take the living bird along with the cedarwood, the scarlet
material, and the hyssop, and dip them together in the blood of the bird that was killed
over the running water. 7 Then he will spatter
it seven times on the one cleansing himself
from the leprosy and declare him clean, and
he will set the living bird free in the open
ﬁeld. 8 “The one cleansing himself must wash

(Leviticus 14:43-45) “If, though, the contamination returns and breaks out in the
house after the stones were torn out and the
house was scraped and replastered, 44 the
priest will then go in and inspect it. If the contamination has spread in the house, it is
malignant leprosy in the house. The house
is unclean. 45 He will then have the house
pulled down—its stones, its timbers, and all
mwbr20.12-E
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his garments and shave oﬀ all his hair and
bathe in water, and he will be clean. Afterward, he may come into the camp, but he will
dwell outside his tent for seven days. 9 On
the seventh day, he should shave oﬀ all the
hair on his head and his chin and his eyebrows. After he shaves oﬀ all his hair, he will
wash his garments and bathe himself in water, and he will be clean. 10 “On the eighth
day, he will take two sound young rams, one
sound female lamb in its ﬁrst year, three
tenths of an ephah of ﬁne ﬂour mixed with
oil as a grain oﬀering, and one log measure
of oil; 11 and the priest who declares him clean
will present the man who is cleansing himself,
along with the oﬀerings, before Jehovah at
the entrance of the tent of meeting. 12 The
priest will take the one young ram and oﬀer
it as a guilt oﬀering together with the log
measure of oil, and he will wave them back
and forth as a wave oﬀering before Jehovah. 13 Then he will slaughter the young ram
in the place where the sin oﬀering and the
burnt oﬀering are usually slaughtered, in a
holy place, because, like the sin oﬀering, the
guilt oﬀering belongs to the priest. It is something most holy. 14 “Then the priest will take
some of the blood of the guilt oﬀering, and
the priest will put it on the right earlobe of
the one cleansing himself and on the thumb
of his right hand and on the big toe of his
right foot. 15 And the priest will take some
of the log measure of oil and pour it into
his own left palm. 16 The priest will then dip
his right ﬁnger into the oil that is in his left
palm and spatter some of the oil with his ﬁnger seven times before Jehovah. 17 Then the
priest will put some of the remaining oil in his
palm on the right earlobe of the one cleansing
himself and on the thumb of his right hand
and on the big toe of his right foot over the
blood of the guilt oﬀering. 18 The priest will
mwbr20.12-E

put what is left over of the oil in his palm on
the head of the one cleansing himself, and
the priest will make atonement for him before
Jehovah.

DECEMBER 28–JANUARY 3
TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD  LEVITICUS 16-17
“Atonement Day and You”
(Leviticus 16:12) “He will then take the ﬁre
holder full of burning coals from the altar
before Jehovah and two handfuls of ﬁne perfumed incense, and he will bring them inside
the curtain.
w19.11 21 ˚4
Lessons We Can Learn From the Book of Leviticus
4

Read Leviticus 16:12, 13. Visualize the scene
on Atonement Day: The high priest enters the
tabernacle. This is the ﬁrst of three times
he must enter the Most Holy on that day. In one
hand, he holds a container ﬁlled with perfumed
incense, and in the other, he balances a golden
ﬁre holder full of burning coals. He pauses before the curtain that covers the entrance to the
Most Holy. With deep respect, he enters the
Most Holy and stands before the ark of the covenant. In a symbolic sense, he is in the very
presence of Jehovah God! Now the priest carefully pours the holy incense onto the ﬁery coals,
and the room ﬁlls with a sweet-smelling aroma.
Later he will reenter the Most Holy with the
blood of the sin oﬀerings. Notice that he burns
the incense before he presents the blood of the
sin oﬀerings.

(Leviticus 16:13) He will also put the incense
on the ﬁre before Jehovah, and the cloud
of the incense will envelop the Ark cover,
which is on the Testimony, so that he may not
die.
8

w19.11 21 ˚5
Lessons We Can Learn From the Book of Leviticus

vah’s way is the right way to live. Jesus would
vindicate—or prove right and just—his Father’s
sovereignty, or way of ruling.

5

What can we learn from the use of incense on
Atonement Day? The Bible indicates that the
acceptable prayers of Jehovah’s faithful worshippers are like incense. (Ps. 141:2; Rev. 5:8)
Recall that it was with great respect that the
high priest brought the incense into the presence of Jehovah. Similarly, when we approach
Jehovah in prayer, we do so with deep respect.
We are in awe of him. We deeply appreciate that
the Creator of the universe allows us to approach him and draw close to him, as a child to
a father. (Jas. 4:8) He accepts us as his friends!
(Ps. 25:14) We appreciate this privilege so much
that we would never want to disappoint him.

Digging for Spiritual Gems
(Leviticus 16:10) But the goat designated
by lot for A·zazel should be brought alive to
stand before Jehovah in order to perform the
atonement upon it, so that it may be sent
away for A·zazel into the wilderness.
it-1 226 ˚3
Azazel
As the apostle Paul explained, by Jesus’ oﬀering of his own perfect human life as a sacriﬁce
for the sins of mankind, he accomplished far
more than had been achieved by “the blood of
bulls and of goats.” (Heb 10:4, 11, 12) He thus
served as “the scapegoat,” being the ‘carrier of
our sicknesses,’ the one “pierced for our transgression.” (Isa 53:4, 5; Mt 8:17; 1Pe 2:24) He
‘carried away’ the sins of all who exercise faith
in the value of his sacriﬁce. He demonstrated the provision of God to take sinfulness into
complete oblivion. In these ways the goat “for
Azazel” pictures the sacriﬁce of Jesus Christ.

(Leviticus 16:14, 15) “He will take some of
the bull’s blood and spatter it with his ﬁnger
in front of the cover on the east side, and he
will spatter some of the blood with his ﬁnger
seven times before the cover. 15 “He will then
slaughter the goat of the sin oﬀering, which
is for the people, and bring its blood inside
the curtain and do with its blood the same
as he did with the bull’s blood; he is to spatter it toward the cover and before the cover.

(Leviticus 17:10, 11) “ ‘If any man of the
house of Israel or any foreigner who is residing in your midst eats any sort of blood,
I will certainly set my face against the one
who is eating the blood, and I will cut him oﬀ
from among his people. 11 For the life of the
ﬂesh is in the blood, and I myself have given it on the altar for you to make atonement
for yourselves, because it is the blood that
makes atonement by means of the life in it.

w19.11 21 ˚6
Lessons We Can Learn From the Book of Leviticus
6

Remember that the high priest had to burn the
incense before he could oﬀer up the sacriﬁces.
In that way, he made sure that he would have
God’s approval when oﬀering up the sacriﬁces.
What can we learn from that? While on earth,
Jesus had to do something important—something more important than providing salvation
for mankind—before he could oﬀer up his life in
sacriﬁce. What was that? By living a life of integrity and loyalty, Jesus had to prepare the
way for Jehovah to accept his sacriﬁce. In that
way, Jesus would prove that doing things Jehomwbr20.12-E
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Why We Must Be Holy
10

Read Leviticus 17:10. Jehovah commanded
the Israelites not to eat “any sort of blood.”
Abstaining from blood—animal or human—is
a Christian requirement as well. (Acts 15:28,
9

zel. 9 Aaron will present the goat that was
designated by lot for Jehovah and make it
a sin oﬀering. 10 But the goat designated by
lot for A·zazel should be brought alive to
stand before Jehovah in order to perform the
atonement upon it, so that it may be sent
away for A·zazel into the wilderness. 11 “Aaron will present the bull of the sin oﬀering,
which is for himself, and make atonement in
behalf of himself and his house; afterward
he will slaughter the bull of the sin oﬀering,
which is for himself. 12 “He will then take the
ﬁre holder full of burning coals from the altar before Jehovah and two handfuls of ﬁne
perfumed incense, and he will bring them inside the curtain. 13 He will also put the incense
on the ﬁre before Jehovah, and the cloud of
the incense will envelop the Ark cover, which
is on the Testimony, so that he may not die.
14 “He will take some of the bull’s blood and
spatter it with his ﬁnger in front of the cover on the east side, and he will spatter some
of the blood with his ﬁnger seven times before the cover. 15 “He will then slaughter the
goat of the sin oﬀering, which is for the people, and bring its blood inside the curtain and
do with its blood the same as he did with
the bull’s blood; he is to spatter it toward the
cover and before the cover. 16 “He must make
atonement for the holy place concerning the
acts of uncleanness of the Israelites and concerning their transgressions and their sins,
and that is what he should do for the tent of
meeting, which is located among them in the
midst of their acts of uncleanness. 17 “No other man should be in the tent of meeting from
the time he goes in to make atonement in the
holy place until he comes out. He will make
atonement in behalf of himself and his house
and in behalf of the entire congregation of Israel.

29) We shudder at the very thought of having
God ‘set his face against us’ and cut us oﬀ
from his congregation. We love him and want to
obey him. Even when confronted with a lifethreatening situation, we are determined not to
cave in to the pleas and demands of those who
do not know Jehovah and who do not care to
obey him. Yes, we expect to be ridiculed for
abstaining from blood, but we choose to be
obedient to God. (Jude 17, 18) What view on this
subject will strengthen us to “be ﬁrmly resolved”
not to eat blood or accept a blood transfusion?
—Deut. 12:23.

Bible Reading
(Leviticus 16:1-17) Jehovah spoke to Moses after the death of Aaron’s two sons who
died for approaching Jehovah. 2 Jehovah said
to Moses: “Tell Aaron your brother that he
may not come at just any time into the holy
place inside the curtain, in front of the cover on the Ark, so that he may not die, for I
will appear over the cover in a cloud. 3 “This
is what Aaron should bring when he comes
into the holy place: a young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt oﬀering. 4 He
should put on the holy linen robe, and the
linen shorts should cover his body, and he
should wrap himself with the linen sash and
his head with the linen turban. They are holy
garments. He will bathe himself in water and
put them on. 5 “He should take from the assembly of the Israelites two young male goats
for a sin oﬀering and one ram for a burnt
oﬀering. 6 “Aaron must then present the bull
of the sin oﬀering, which is for himself, and
he will make atonement in behalf of himself
and his house. 7 “He will then take the two
goats and make them stand before Jehovah
at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 8 Aaron will draw lots over the two goats, the one
lot for Jehovah and the other lot for A·za˘ 2020 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania
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