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Witnessing near Monrovia, Liberia

Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: Is the Bible still relevant today?
Scripture: 2Ti 3:16
Link: What is the Bible’s message?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: What is the Bible’s message?

Question: What will God’s Kingdom do?

Scripture: Mt 6:10

Scripture: Da 2:44

Link: What will God’s Kingdom do?

Link: How will this aﬀect the earth?

Starting this month, the midweek meeting will no longer feature three diﬀerent sample presentations. Instead, the Life and
Ministry Meeting Workbook will have sample conversations consisting of an opening question, a scripture, and a linking
question to pave the way for a return visit. Only one sample conversation video will be played per week. Each publisher
can decide which publication from our Teaching Toolbox to use and when to introduce it—whether on an initial call or a
return visit. In addition, the workbook will contain ideas for two follow-up conversations. This approach will help us focus
on our goal of teaching “all those who [are] rightly disposed for everlasting life.”—Ac 13:48.
Student Assignments: Unless the instructions indicate otherwise, students should demonstrate the sample conversations.

JA N UA RY 1 - 7  M AT T H E W 1 - 3
˙ Song 14 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “The Kingdom of the Heavens Has Drawn Near”:
(10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Matthew.]
Mt 3:1, 2—John the Baptist proclaimed that the
future Ruler of the heavenly Kingdom would soon
appear (nwtsty study notes)
Mt 3:4—John the Baptist lived a simple life,
completely devoted to doing God’s will
(nwtsty media)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 1:3—Why might ﬁve women have been included
in Matthew’s otherwise all-male genealogy of Jesus?
(nwtsty study note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) See p. 1.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 41-42 86-7

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 72
˙ Annual Service Report: (15 min.) Talk by an elder.
After reading the letter from the branch oﬃce
regarding the annual service report, interview publishers, selected in advance, who had outstanding
experiences in the ministry during the past year.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 2
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 137 and Prayer

Mt 3:11—How do we know that baptism involves
complete immersion? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 1:1-17

MATTHEW 1-3  “The

Kingdom of the Heavens Has Drawn Near”

3:4
˙ John’s dress and appearance made it immediately apparent that he
lived a simple life, completely devoted to doing God’s will
˙ John’s unique privilege of being the forerunner of Jesus far exceeded
any sacriﬁces he had made
A simple life helps us to do more in God’s service and results in great
satisfaction. We can simplify our life by . . .
˙ identifying actual needs
˙ eliminating unnecessary expenses
˙ preparing a realistic budget
˙ disposing of things not being used
˙ paying oﬀ debts
˙ cutting back on excessive secular employment

A simple life will allow me to pursue
my goal of _____________________________________________________________________
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John’s diet consisted of
locusts and wild honey
Image 5Kuttelvaserova Stuchelova/Shutterstock

JA N UA RY 8 - 1 4  M AT T H E W 4 - 5
˙ Song 82 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Lessons Learned From Jesus’ Sermon on
the Mount”: (10 min.)
Mt 5:3—Happiness results from being conscious of
our spiritual need (nwtsty study note)
Mt 5:7—Happiness results from being merciful and
compassionate (nwtsty study note)
Mt 5:9—Happiness results from being a peacemaker
(nwtsty study note; w07 12/1 17)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 4:9—Satan tried to tempt Jesus to do what?
(nwtsty study note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) See p. 1.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w16.03 31-32—Theme: Did
Satan Physically Take Jesus to the Temple When
Tempting Him?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 130
˙ Happy Are Those Who Have Been Persecuted
for Righteousness’ Sake: (9 min.) Play the video
The Namgungs: Imprisoned for Their Faith, and then
discuss the lessons learned (video category INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES).

Mt 4:23—What are two important activities that
Jesus engaged in? (nwtsty study note)

˙ “First Make Your Peace With Your Brother—How?”:
(6 min.) Discussion. Consider why only the last
action in each list is correct.

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 3

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 141 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 5:31-48

MATTHEW 4-5  Lessons

Learned From Jesus’ Sermon
on the Mount

5:3
Are you conscious of your spiritual need?
The phrase “those conscious of their spiritual need” literally means “those
who are beggars for the spirit.” (Mt 5:3; ftn.) We can show our eagerness
to receive spiritual help from God by . . .
˙ reading the Bible every day
˙ preparing for and attending Christian meetings
˙ reading our publications and, as time allows, material on our website
˙ watching each month’s program on JW Broadcasting

How can I improve my routine of taking in spiritual food?

5 2017 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published monthly by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 2821 Route 22, Patterson, NY 12563-2237. Periodicals Postage Paid
at Patterson, NY, and at additional mailing oﬃces. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook, 1000 Red Mills Road,
Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. Printed in Canada.
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JA N UA RY 1 5 - 2 1  M AT T H E W 6 - 7
˙ Song 21 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Keep On Seeking First the Kingdom”: (10 min.)
Mt 6:10—The Kingdom was among the ﬁrst things
mentioned in the model prayer, which shows its
importance (bhs 178 812)
Mt 6:24—We cannot slave for God and for “Riches”
(nwtsty study note)
Mt 6:33—Jehovah will ﬁll the needs of faithful servants who put Kingdom interests ﬁrst in their lives
(nwtsty study note; w16.07 12 818)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 7:12—How can we apply this verse when
preparing introductions for the ministry?
(w14 5/15 14-15 814-16)
Mt 7:28, 29—How were the crowds aﬀected by
Jesus’ teaching, and why? (nwtsty study notes)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection that is common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. The person you spoke with before is not at home, but a relative answers the door.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 118
˙ “Stop Worrying”: (15 min.) Discussion. Begin
by playing the video Lessons From Jesus’ Word
Pictures—Observe the Birds and the Lilies.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 4
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 132 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 6:1-18

MATTHEW 6-7  Keep

On Seeking First the Kingdom

In the model prayer, Jesus indicated that matters relating to Jehovah’s
purpose and the Kingdom should be our primary concern.
Some things relating to the Kingdom
that I can pray for:
6:9-13
˙ God’s name
˙ God’s Kingdom
˙ God’s will

˝ The advancement of the preaching
work
˝ God’s holy spirit to sustain those
being persecuted
˝ God’s blessing on speciﬁc theocratic
construction projects or preaching
campaigns
˝ God’s wisdom and strength to guide
those taking the lead

˙ Daily bread

˝ Other
___________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Forgiveness of sins
˙ Deliverance from temptation

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

4

JAN UARY 1 5 - 2 1

Stop Worrying
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: “Stop being anxious about
your lives.” (Mt 6:25) While it is only natural for imperfect humans living
in Satan’s world to be anxious on occasion, Jesus was teaching his followers to avoid extreme anxiety. (Ps 13:2) Why? Because undue anxiety,
even about daily needs, can distract us, making it more diﬃcult for us
to seek ﬁrst the Kingdom. (Mt 6:33) Jesus’ further comments will help
us to stop needless worrying.
˙ Mt 6:26—What can we learn from observing the birds?
(w16.07 9-10 811-13)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Mt 6:27—Why is undue worry a waste of time and energy?
(w05 11/1 22 85)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Mt 6:28-30—What lesson can we learn from the lilies of the ﬁeld?
(w16.07 10-11 815-16)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Mt 6:31, 32—In what ways are Christians diﬀerent from the nations?
(w16.07 11 817)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I want to stop worrying about

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5

JA N UA RY 2 2 - 2 8  M AT T H E W 8 - 9
˙ Song 17 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Loved People”: (10 min.)
Mt 8:1-3—Jesus demonstrated exceptional compassion for a leper (nwtsty study note on Mt 8:3)
Mt 9:9-13—Jesus loved those who were despised by
others (nwtsty study note on Mt 9:10)
Mt 9:35-38—Love for people moved Jesus to preach
the good news even when he was tired and to pray
for God to send more workers (nwtsty study note on
Mt 9:36)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 8:8-10—What can we learn from Jesus’ conversation with the army oﬃcer? (w02 8/15 13 816)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Invite the person to the
meeting.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your
own scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 47 818-19

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 145
˙ ‘For a Certainty God Made Him Lord and Christ’
—Part 1, Excerpt: (15 min.) Discussion. After reading Matthew 9:18-25 and watching the excerpt, ask
the following questions:
How did Jesus show that he cared for the sick
woman and for Jairus?

Mt 9:16, 17—What point was Jesus making with
these two illustrations? ( jy 70 86)

How does this account aﬀect the way you view Bible
prophecies about the future under Kingdom rule?

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

What are some ways that we can imitate Jesus’
love for people?

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 5

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 8:1-17

MATTHEW 8-9  Jesus

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 95 and Prayer

Loved People

Matthew chapters 8 and 9 cover a portion of Jesus’ ministry in the region of Galilee. When Jesus healed people,
he showed his power, but more important, he showed his great love and compassion for others.
1 Jesus healed a leper.—Mt 8:1-3

GALILEE

1

2

3 Jesus expelled unusually ﬁerce demons, sending them
into a herd of swine.—Mt 8:28-32

5 Jesus toured the cities and villages, curing every sort
of disease and every sort of inﬁrmity.—Mt 9:35, 36

How can I show more love and compassion to
those around me?
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4

Capernaum

4 Jesus healed a paralytic.—Mt 9:1-8
He cured a woman who had touched his garment,
and he resurrected Jairus’ daughter.—Mt 9:18-26
He healed the blind and the speechless.—Mt 9:27-34

Magadan Sea of
Galilee
Tiberias
5

Nazareth
Jordan River

2 Jesus healed an army oﬃcer’s servant.—Mt 8:5-13
He healed Peter’s mother-in-law.—Mt 8:14, 15
He expelled demons and cured people who were suﬀering.
—Mt 8:16, 17
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JA N UA RY 2 9 – F E B R UA RY 4  M AT T H E W 1 0 - 1 1
˙ Song 4 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Oﬀered Refreshment”: (10 min.)
Mt 10:29, 30—Jesus’ assurance that Jehovah is
keenly interested in each of us is refreshing
(nwtsty study notes and media)
Mt 11:28—Serving Jehovah is refreshing
(nwtsty study note)
Mt 11:29, 30—Submission to Christ’s authority and
direction brings refreshment (nwtsty study note
on Mt 11:29)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 11:2, 3—Why did John the Baptist ask this
question? (jy 96 82-3)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) See p. 1.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture and linking question.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 45-46 815-16
—Invite the person to the meeting.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 87
˙ Refreshing Those “Toiling and Loaded Down”:
(15 min.) Play the video (video category INTERVIEWS
AND EXPERIENCES). Afterward, discuss the following
questions:
What recent events have caused some to be in need
of refreshment?
How have Jehovah and Jesus provided refreshment
through the organization?

Mt 11:16-19—How are we to understand these
verses? (jy 98 81-2)

How are the Scriptures a source of refreshment?
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 11:1-19

MATTHEW 10-11  Jesus

How can each one of us refresh others?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
jy chap. 6, box on p. 20
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 138 and Prayer

Offered Refreshment

11:28-30
“My yoke is kindly”
As a carpenter, Jesus knew how to shape a yoke, perhaps
lining it with cloth or leather so that work could be performed as comfortably as possible. When we accept Jesus’
yoke of discipleship at the time of our baptism, we undertake challenging work and responsibilities, but doing so is
a refreshing experience that results in many blessings.

What blessings have you enjoyed since you came under
Jesus’ yoke?
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JAN UARY 8 - 1 4

First Make Your Peace With Your Brother—How?
Imagine that you are living in Galilee during Jesus’ time. You
have traveled to Jerusalem to celebrate the Festival of Booths.
The city is bustling with fellow worshippers who are visiting from
far and wide. You want to present an oﬀering to Jehovah. So
with a goat in tow, you begin to make your way through the
crowded alleys of the city toward the temple. When you arrive,
the temple is packed with others who also wish to present a
sacriﬁce. Finally, it is your turn to hand your goat over to the
priests. At that moment, you remember that your brother, who
could be anywhere in the crowd or in the city, has something
against you. Jesus explains what you should do. (Read Matthew
5:24.) How can you and your oﬀended brother pursue peace as
Jesus directs? In each of the lists below, put a check mark next
to the correct answer.

YOU SHOULD . . .

YOUR BROTHER SHOULD . . .

˝ speak with your brother only if you think that
he has a valid reason for being upset

˝ seek the support of others in the congregation by telling them how you wronged him

˝ try to correct your brother’s thinking if you
feel that he is overly sensitive or shares the
blame for the problem

˝ berate you, review every detail of the oﬀense,
and require you to admit fault

˝ listen patiently as your brother expresses
himself, and even if you do not fully understand, sincerely apologize for the hurt he
feels or for the unintended consequences of
your actions

˝ recognize the humility and courage it took for
you to approach him and forgive freely from
the heart

) Although our worship today no longer includes animal sacriﬁces, what was Jesus teaching about
the connection between peace with our brother and acceptable worship to God?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Teaching the truth in Cambodia

Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: Is the Bible still relevant today?
Scripture: 2Ti 3:16
Link: Is the Bible compatible with science?

FIRST RETURN VISIT
Question: Is the Bible compatible with
science?
Scripture: Job 26:7
Link: Is the Bible’s advice practical?

SECOND RETURN VISIT
Question: Is the Bible’s advice practical?
Scripture: Pr 14:30
Link: Has the Bible accurately foretold
the future?

F E B R UA RY 5 - 1 1  M AT T H E W 1 2 - 1 3
˙ Song 27 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “The Illustration of the Wheat and the Weeds”:
(10 min.)
Mt 13:24-26—A man sowed ﬁne seed in his ﬁeld,
and his enemy oversowed the ﬁeld with weeds
(w13 7/15 9-10 82-3)
Mt 13:27-29—The wheat and the weeds grew together until the harvest (w13 7/15 10 84)
Mt 13:30—During the harvest, the reapers ﬁrst
collected the weeds and then gathered the wheat
(w13 7/15 12 810-12)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 12:20—How can we imitate Jesus’ compassion?
(nwtsty study note)
Mt 13:25—Is it believable that someone in ancient
times would actually oversow another man’s ﬁeld
with weeds? (w16.10 32)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 22-23 810-12

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 68
˙ Local Needs: (5 min.)
˙ “Kingdom Illustrations and Their Meaning for Us”:
(10 min.) Discussion. Consider how these illustrations should aﬀect our share in the ministry.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 7
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 10 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 12:1-21

Kingdom Illustrations and Their Meaning for Us
Jesus used simple illustrations to teach deep spiritual lessons. However, only
humble ones seek to understand and apply the lessons he taught. (Mt 13:10-15)
For each of the Kingdom illustrations, answer the following questions: How can
I beneﬁt from this illustration? How should it aﬀect my life?
THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS IS LIKE . . .
“a mustard grain.”—Mt 13:31, 32; w14 12/15 8 89.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“leaven.”—Mt 13:33; w14 12/15 9-10 814-15.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“a treasure” and “a traveling merchant.”—Mt 13:44-46; w14 12/15 10 818.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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F E B R UARY 5 - 1 1

MATTHEW 12-13  The

Illustration of the Wheat and the Weeds

Jesus used the wheat and the weeds to illustrate how and when he would take out of mankind
the entire wheat class of anointed Christians, beginning in 33 C.E.
13:24
‘A man sowed ﬁne seed in his ﬁeld’

13:30
“Let both grow together until the harvest”

˙ Sower: Jesus Christ

˙ Wheat: Anointed Christians

˙ Fine seed is sown: Jesus’ disciples
are anointed with holy spirit

˙ Weeds: Imitation Christians

˙ The ﬁeld: The world of mankind

13:25
“While men were sleeping, his enemy came
and oversowed weeds”

“First collect the weeds . . . ; then gather the wheat”
˙ Slaves/reapers: Angels
˙ Weeds collected: Imitation Christians are separated
from anointed Christians
˙ Gathering into the storehouse: Anointed Christians
are gathered into the restored congregation

˙ Enemy: The Devil
˙ Men were sleeping: Death of the apostles

33 C.E.
SOWING BEGINS

When the harvest season began,
what set true Christians apart from
imitation ones?

How do I personally beneﬁt from
understanding this illustration?

1914
HARVEST SEASON BEGINS

1919
GATHERING INTO
THE STOREHOUSE

DID YOU KNOW?
The weeds referred to in this illustration are generally believed to be
bearded darnel, a poisonous plant that closely resembles wheat when
the wheat is in its early stages of development. As the wheat and
the weeds grow together, their roots become intertwined, making it
impossible to remove the weeds
without losing the wheat. Once the
bearded darnel reaches maturity,
it can easily be distinguished and
removed.

5 2017 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published monthly by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 2821 Route 22, Patterson, NY 12563-2237. Periodicals Postage Paid
at Patterson, NY, and at additional mailing oﬃces. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook, 1000 Red Mills Road,
Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. Printed in Canada.
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F E B R UA RY 1 2 - 1 8  M AT T H E W 14 - 1 5
˙ Song 93 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Feeding Many Through the Hands of a Few”:
(10 min.)
Mt 14:16, 17—The disciples had only ﬁve loaves and
two ﬁsh (w13 7/15 15 82)
Mt 14:18, 19—Jesus fed the large crowds through
the hands of his disciples (w13 7/15 15 83)
Mt 14:20, 21—Thousands beneﬁted from
Jesus’ miracle (nwtsty study note on Mt 14:21;
w13 7/15 15 81)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 15:7-9—Why must we avoid hypocrisy?
(nwtsty study note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w15 9/15 16-17 814-17—Theme:
Focus on Jesus to Strengthen Your Faith.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 135
˙ Become Jehovah’s Friend—Making Friends: (7 min.)
Play the video (video category CHILDREN). Afterward,
invite selected young children to the stage, and ask
them the following questions: Why should you make
friends with those who love Jehovah? What can you
learn from them?

Mt 15:26—What might Jesus have meant when he
used the term “little dogs”? (nwtsty study note)

˙ “Honor Your Father and Your Mother”: (8 min.)
Discussion. Play the whiteboard animation How Can
I Talk to My Parents? (video category TEENAGERS).

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 8

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 148 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 15:1-20

“Honor Your Father and Your Mother”
When Jesus walked the earth, he emphasized the command: “Honor your father
and your mother.” (Ex 20:12; Mt 15:4) Jesus certainly had freeness of speech
because he “remained obedient” to his parents as a youth. (Lu 2:51, ftn.) As
an adult, he made sure that his mother would be cared for after his death.
—Joh 19:26, 27.
In our day, too, Christian youths who obey their parents and speak to them respectfully show them honor. In fact, the command to honor our parents has no time limit.
Even after our parents have grown old, we should continue to honor them by beneﬁting from their wisdom. (Pr 23:22) We also honor our aged parents by caring for
them emotionally and ﬁnancially as needed. (1Ti 5:8) Whether we are young or old,
maintaining good communication with our parents is a key to honoring them.
WATCH THE WHITEBOARD ANIMATION HOW CAN I TALK TO MY PARENTS?
AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ Why might you ﬁnd it diﬃcult to talk to your parents?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How can you honor your parents when talking to them?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Why is it worth the eﬀort to talk to your parents? (Pr 15:22)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Talking to your parents can
help you to succeed in life

F E B R UARY 1 2 - 1 8

MATTHEW 14-15  Feeding

Many Through the Hands of a Few

Just before the Passover of 32 C.E., Jesus performed a miracle,
the only one that was recorded by all four Gospel writers.
By means of this miracle, Jesus set a pattern that he continues
to follow in our day.
14:16-21
˙ Jesus instructed his disciples to feed the crowds, even though they
had only ﬁve loaves and two ﬁsh
˙ Jesus took the loaves and ﬁsh and, after praying, began to distribute
them to the disciples who, in turn, distributed them to the crowds
˙ Miraculously, there was more than enough for everyone to eat. Jesus
fed thousands through the hands of just a few—his disciples

˙ Jesus foretold that during the last days, he would appoint a channel to
provide spiritual “food at the proper time.”—Mt 24:45
˙ In 1919, Jesus appointed “the faithful and discreet slave,” a small group
of anointed brothers, over “his domestics,” those who are fed
˙ By means of this small group of anointed brothers, Jesus is following
the pattern he set in the ﬁrst century

How can I show that I recognize and respect the channel that
Jesus is using to feed people spiritually?
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F E B R UA RY 1 9 - 2 5  M AT T H E W 1 6 - 1 7
˙ Song 45 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection that is
common in your territory.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Whose Thoughts Are You Thinking?”: (10 min.)
Mt 16:21, 22—Peter allowed sentimentality to
inﬂuence his thinking (w07 2/15 16 817)
Mt 16:23—Peter was not thinking God’s thoughts
(w15 5/15 13 816-17)
Mt 16:24—Christians must allow God’s thoughts
to direct their life (w06 4/1 23 89)

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 16:18—Who was the rock on which Jesus built the
Christian congregation? (nwtsty study note)
Mt 16:19—What were “the keys of the Kingdom
of the heavens” that Jesus gave to Peter?
(nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ Song 78
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Using
Questions Eﬀectively”: (15 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Do the Work That Jesus Did—Teach
(video category OUR MEETINGS AND MINISTRY).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 9
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 134 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 16:1-20

MATTHEW 16-17  Whose Thoughts

Are You Thinking?

16:21-23
˙ Although Peter no doubt spoke with good motive, Jesus quickly
corrected Peter’s wrong thinking
˙ Jesus knew that this was no time to “be kind” to himself. Relaxing
his guard at such a critical time was precisely what Satan wanted
him to do

16:24
Jesus identiﬁed three things we must do to allow God’s will
to guide us. What does each involve?
˙ Disown yourself:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Pick up your torture stake:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Keep following Jesus:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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F E B R UARY 19 - 2 5

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY

Using Questions Effectively
HOW TO DO IT:
˙ Ask viewpoint questions. Jesus asked a series of questions to
determine his disciples’ point of view. (Mt 16:13-16; be 238 83-5)
What viewpoint questions might you ask?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Ask leading questions. To correct Peter’s thinking, Jesus asked
questions and provided possible answers that led Peter to the right
conclusion. (Mt 17:24-26) What leading questions might you ask to
help someone reach the right conclusion?

WHY IMPORTANT: If “the thoughts of
a man’s heart are like deep waters,”
then questions are like a bucket to draw
them out. (Pr 20:5) Questions help us
to involve our listeners. Answers to wellchosen questions often provide valuable
feedback. Jesus used questions eﬀectively.
How can we imitate him?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Commend your listener. After a scribe “answered intelligently,” Jesus
commended him. (Mr 12:34) How might you commend someone who
gives an answer to a question?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be respectful. We do not have the authority that Jesus had. So we must show respect especially to older ones,
people we do not know, and those in positions of authority.—1Pe 2:17.

WATCH THE FIRST PART OF THE VIDEO DO THE WORK THAT JESUS
DID—TEACH, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ Why is this an example of poor teaching, even though the
information is accurate?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Why must we do more than just explain the information?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What eﬀect does our teaching have
on others? (Lu 24:32)
WATCH THE SECOND PART OF THE VIDEO, AND THEN ANSWER
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ How did the brother use questions eﬀectively?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What other aspects of his teaching can we imitate?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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F E B R UA RY 2 6 – M A R C H 4  M AT T H E W 1 8 - 19
˙ Song 121 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Carefully Avoid Stumbling Yourself and Others”:
(10 min.)
Mt 18:6, 7—We must not stumble others
(nwtsty study notes and media)
Mt 18:8, 9—We must avoid anything that would
cause us to stumble (nwtsty study note and
glossary, “Gehenna”)
Mt 18:10—Jehovah knows if we have stumbled
others (nwtsty study note; w10 11/1 16)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 18:21, 22—How many times should we be willing
to forgive our brother? (nwtsty study note)
Mt 19:7—What was the purpose of “a certiﬁcate of
dismissal”? (nwtsty study note and media)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 18:18-35

MATTHEW 18-19 

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your
own scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 26 818-20
—Show how to reach the heart.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 90
˙ Never Be a Cause for Stumbling (2Co 6:3): (9 min.)
Play the video (video category PROGRAMS AND
EVENTS).
˙ Memorial Campaign to Begin March 3: (6 min.)
Talk based on the February 2016 Life and Ministry
Meeting Workbook, page 8. Distribute a copy of
the Memorial invitation to all in the audience, and
review its contents. Emphasize that the special
public talk “Who Really Is Jesus Christ?” will be
given the week of March 19, 2018. It will increase
anticipation for the Memorial. Outline local plans
to cover the territory.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 10,
box on p. 28
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 133 and Prayer

Carefully Avoid Stumbling Yourself and Others

Jesus used illustrations to teach the seriousness of being stumbled
or of causing others to stumble.

Millstones

18:6, 7

˙ A “stumbling block” refers to an action or circumstance that
leads a person to follow an improper course, to stumble or
fall morally, or to fall into sin
˙ A person who causes someone to stumble would be better oﬀ
if he fell into the sea with a millstone hung around his neck
18:8, 9

˙ Jesus counseled his followers to remove even something
as precious as a hand or an eye if it causes them to
stumble

What in my life could become a stumbling block, and how
can I keep from stumbling myself or others?
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˙ It would be better to give up such a cherished thing
and enter into God’s Kingdom than to hold on to it and
end up in Gehenna, a symbol of permanent destruction

MARCH 2018

Our Christian Life and Ministry
MEETING WORKBOOK

+

INITIAL CALL
Memorial Invitation Campaign (March 3-31): We want to invite you to a very important event. Here is your
personal invitation. On Saturday, March 31, millions around the world will gather to commemorate the death
of Jesus Christ. This invitation shows the time and location of the meeting being held in our area. We also
invite you to a talk the week before entitled “Who Is Jesus Christ?”
Link When Interest Is Shown: Why did Jesus die?

FIRST RETURN VISIT
Question: Why did Jesus die?
Scripture: Mt 20:28
Link: What does the ransom accomplish?

SECOND RETURN VISIT
Question: What does the ransom
accomplish?
Scripture: Ro 6:23
Link: How can we show our appreciation for
the ransom?

Inviting people to the Memorial in Slovenia

Sample Conversations

M A R C H 5 - 1 1  M AT T H E W 2 0 - 2 1
˙ Song 76 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Whoever Wants to Become Great Among You Must
Be Your Minister”: (10 min.)
Mt 20:3—The proud scribes and Pharisees loved
to be noticed and greeted “in the marketplace”
(nwtsty media)
Mt 20:20, 21—Two apostles requested positions of
honor and authority (nwtsty study notes)
Mt 20:25-28—Jesus explained that his followers
must be humble ministers (nwtsty study notes on
Mt 20:26, 28)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 21:9—When the crowds shouted: “Save, we
pray, the Son of David!” what did they mean?
(nwtsty study note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lv 36-37 83-4

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 99
˙ Local Needs: (5 min.)
˙ Organizational Accomplishments: (10 min.)
Play the Organizational Accomplishments video
for March.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 11
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 53 and Prayer

Mt 21:18, 19—Why did Jesus cause a ﬁg tree to
wither? ( jy 244 84-6)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 20:1-19

MATTHEW 20-21  “Whoever

Wants to Become Great Among You Must
Be Your Minister”

20:28
The proud scribes and Pharisees wanted to impress others
and desired prominence. (Mt 23:5-7) Jesus was diﬀerent. “The
Son of man came, not to be ministered to, but to minister.”
(Mt 20:28) Do we focus our eﬀorts primarily on aspects of
worship that may bring us recognition and praise? Christlike
greatness comes from serving the interests of others. Such
work is often done behind the scenes—observed only by
Jehovah. (Mt 6:1-4) A humble minister will . . .
˙ share in cleaning and maintaining the Kingdom Hall
˙ take the initiative to help the elderly and others
˙ contribute ﬁnancially to support Kingdom interests
˙

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The proud scribes and Pharisees loved to be noticed
and greeted in the marketplace

2

M A R C H 1 2 - 1 8  M AT T H E W 2 2 - 2 3
˙ Song 30 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Obey the Two Greatest Commandments”:
(10 min.)
Mt 22:36-38—How do these verses explain what is
involved in obeying the greatest and ﬁrst commandment in the Law? (nwtsty study note on Mt 22:37)
Mt 22:39—What is the second greatest commandment in the Law? (nwtsty study note)
Mt 22:40—The entire Hebrew Scriptures are based
on love (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 22:21—What are “Caesar’s things,” and what are
“God’s things”? (nwtsty study note)
Mt 23:24—What do Jesus’ words mean?
(nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 199 88-9—Teacher
encourages student to invite acquaintances to the
Memorial.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 96
˙ “Love for God and Neighbor—How to Cultivate It”:
(15 min.) Discussion. To illustrate the value of using
our imagination to visualize Bible accounts, play the
dramatic Bible reading Jehovah Is the Only True God
—Excerpt as the audience follows along at 1 Kings
18:17-46.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 12
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 52 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 22:1-22

MATTHEW 22-23  Obey

the Two Greatest Commandments
22:36-39
Using Matthew 22:36-39, number in order of importance the
following reasons for attending Christian meetings:
To be encouraged
To encourage our brothers
To worship and demonstrate our love for Jehovah
Why should we try to go to our meetings even when we are tired
and feel that we will receive little personal beneﬁt from attending?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are other ways in which we can demonstrate our obedience to
the two greatest commandments?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 2017 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published monthly by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 2821 Route 22, Patterson, NY 12563-2237. Periodicals Postage Paid
at Patterson, NY, and at additional mailing oﬃces. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook, 1000 Red Mills Road,
Wallkill, NY 12589-3299. Printed in Canada.
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M A R C H 1 9 - 2 5  M AT T H E W 2 4
˙ Song 126 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Remain Spiritually Awake During the Last Days”:
(10 min.)
Mt 24:12—Increased lawlessness will cause people’s
love to grow cold (it-2 279 86)
Mt 24:39—Normal pursuits of life will become the
chief concern of some and cause them to be distracted (w99 11/15 19 85)
Mt 24:44—The Master will come at an unexpected
time ( jy 259 85)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 24:8—What may Jesus’ wording suggest?
(nwtsty study note)
Mt 24:20—Why did Jesus say this? (nwtsty study
note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. The person raises an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. The person you spoke with
before is not at home, but a relative comes to the
door.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 57
˙ “Close to the End of This System of Things”:
(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video (video category
FROM OUR STUDIO).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 13
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 97 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 24:1-22

MATTHEW 24  Remain

Spiritually Awake During the Last Days

24:39
Most people today have allowed the normal pursuits of life to crowd out spiritual pursuits.
How do spiritually awake Christians diﬀer from the world in the way they view . . .
˙ secular education?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ recreation?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ employment?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ material things?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAR C H 19 - 2 5

Close to the End of This System of Things
Watch the video Close to the End of This System of Things, and then answer
the following questions regarding Matthew 24:34.
˙ What are “all these things”?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How does Exodus 1:6 help us to understand the meaning of “generation”?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ To what particular generation was Jesus referring?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What two groups make up “this generation”?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How do Jesus’ words indicate that we are living deep in the time of the end?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ANOINTED
F. W. Franz
1893

1914

F. W. Franz
1992
. . .?

ANOINTED

ANOINTED

GREAT TRIBULATION

“THIS GENERATION”
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M A R C H 2 6 – A P R I L 1  M AT T H E W 2 5
˙ Song 143 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Keep on the Watch”: (10 min.)
Mt 25:1-6—Five discreet and ﬁve foolish virgins
went out to meet the bridegroom
Mt 25:7-10—The foolish virgins were absent when
the bridegroom arrived
Mt 25:11, 12—Only the discreet virgins were admitted to the marriage feast
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 25:31-33—Explain the illustration of the sheep
and the goats. (w15 3/15 27 87)
Mt 25:40—How can we express our friendship
toward Christ’s brothers? (w09 10/15 16 816-18)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 25:1-23

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Invite the person to the
Memorial.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your
own scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w15 3/15 27 87-10—Theme:
How Does the Illustration of the Sheep and the
Goats Emphasize the Preaching Work?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 85
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Teaching Our
Students to Prepare”: (10 min.) Discussion. Afterward, play and discuss the video that shows a publisher teaching her Bible student how to prepare for
the study. Invite those in the audience to relate other ways in which they have successfully helped their
students to prepare for their Bible study.
˙ Welcome Our Guests: (5 min.) Talk based on the
article in the March 2016 Life and Ministry Meeting
Workbook. Relate some good experiences enjoyed
during the 2017 Memorial season. Provide necessary reminders regarding parking, entering and
exiting the building, and so forth for the upcoming
Memorial on March 31.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 14
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 79 and Prayer

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY

Teaching Our Students to Prepare
WHY IMPORTANT: When they prepare, Bible students can more readily understand and remember what
we are teaching them. The more
they understand and remember, the
faster they will make progress. Even
after baptism, they will need to prepare for the meetings and the ministry in order to “keep on the
watch.” (Mt 25:13) Therefore, knowing how to study and having a good
study routine will beneﬁt them
throughout their life. Right from the
start, we should help our students
develop the habit of preparing for
their Bible study.

6

HOW TO DO IT:
˙ Be a good example. (Ro 2:21) Prepare for each
study with the student in mind. (km 11/15 3) Let
him see your underlined publication
˙ Encourage him to prepare. Once the study is established, let him know that preparation is part of
the Bible study arrangement, and explain the beneﬁts. Give practical suggestions on how he can
buy out time from his schedule to prepare. Some
teachers allow the student to use the teacher’s
underlined publication during a study session to
help the student see the beneﬁts. Commend him
when he prepares
˙ Show him how to prepare. Early on, some teachers
will use the entire study session to demonstrate to
their student how to prepare for a lesson

MAR C H 2 6 – AP R I L 1

MATTHEW 25  “Keep

on the Watch”

25:1-12

Although Jesus directed the parable of the ten virgins to his anointed followers, its basic message applies to
all Christians. (w15 3/15 12-16) “Keep on the watch, therefore, because you know neither the day nor the hour.”
(Mt 25:13) Can you explain Jesus’ parable?

˙ Bridegroom (vs. 1)—Jesus
˙ Discreet, prepared virgins (vs. 2)—Anointed
Christians who are prepared to carry out their
assignment faithfully and who shine as illuminators
until the end (Php 2:15)
˙ The shout: “Here is the bridegroom!” (vs. 6)
—Evidence of Jesus’ presence
˙ Foolish virgins (vs. 8)—Anointed Christians who go
out to meet the Bridegroom but who do not remain
watchful and do not maintain their integrity

˙ The discreet virgins refuse to share their oil (vs. 9)
—After the ﬁnal sealing, it is too late for faithful
anointed ones to help any who have turned unfaithful
˙ “The bridegroom came” (vs. 10)—Jesus comes to
render judgment near the end of the great tribulation
˙ The discreet virgins enter the marriage feast with
the bridegroom, and the door is shut (vs. 10)
—Jesus gathers his faithful anointed ones to heaven,
but the unfaithful ones lose their heavenly reward

The parable does not teach that a large number of the anointed would prove unfaithful and need to be
replaced. Rather, it serves as a warning that each anointed Christian has the full capacity to choose either
a course of preparedness and vigilance or a course of folly and unfaithfulness. Jesus exhorted: “Prove yourselves ready.” (Mt 24:44) Regardless of our hope, Jesus requires all of us to prepare our heart for faithful
service and to meet the same standard of watchfulness.
How am I demonstrating my watchfulness? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________

MAR C H 1 2 - 1 8

Love for God and Neighbor—How to Cultivate It
Although the Mosaic Law is not binding on Christians,
its two greatest commandments—to love God and to
love our neighbor—still summarize what Jehovah requires of us. (Mt 22:37-39) Such love is not inherited.
It must be cultivated. How? One important way is by
means of daily Bible reading. When we consider the
various facets of God’s personality as revealed in the

Scriptures, we behold “the pleasantness of Jehovah.”
(Ps 27:4) As a result, our love for him grows and our
thinking becomes more like his. This motivates us to observe God’s commandments, including the command to
demonstrate self-sacriﬁcing love for others. (Joh 13:34,
35; 1Jo 5:3) Here are three suggestions to make Bible
reading more enjoyable:

˙ Use your imagination, and engage your senses.
Imagine that you are there. What would you see,
hear, and smell? What may be the feelings of those
involved?

˙ Vary your approach. Here are some options: Read
aloud, or follow along while listening to an audio recording. Read about a particular Bible character or
subject instead of reading chapters in order. For example, use Appendix A7 or B12 in the New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures to read about Jesus. Read the entire chapter from which the daily
text is taken. Read the Bible books in the order they
were written.
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˙ Read to understand. Reading even one chapter
each day with understanding and meditating on it is
far better than reading many chapters just for the
sake of covering material. Consider the setting. Analyze the details. Make use of maps and marginal
references. Research at least one point that you do
not understand. If possible, spend about the same
amount of time to meditate as you would to read.

APRIL 2018

Our Christian Life and Ministry
MEETING WORKBOOK

+

INITIAL CALL
Question: Where can we ﬁnd solid advice on how to live a happy life?
Scripture: Ps 1:1, 2
Link: What eﬀect can the love of money and possessions have on our happiness?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: What eﬀect can the love of money
and possessions have on our happiness?

Question: What are the beneﬁts of
maintaining a positive attitude?

Scripture: 1Ti 6:9, 10

Scripture: Pr 17:22

Link: What are the beneﬁts of maintaining
a positive attitude?

Link: How can a family prosper despite
diﬃculties?

Conducting a Bible study in the Czech Republic

Sample Conversations

A P R I L 2 - 8  M AT T H E W 2 6
˙ Song 19 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss
the video.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “The Passover and the Memorial—Similarities and
Diﬀerences”: (10 min.)
Mt 26:17-20—Jesus ate his last Passover with his
apostles (nwtsty media)
Mt 26:26—The Memorial bread represents Jesus’
body (nwtsty study note)
Mt 26:27, 28—The Memorial wine represents Jesus’
“blood of the covenant” (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 26:17—Why could Nisan 13 be referred to as
“the ﬁrst day of the Unleavened Bread”?
(nwtsty study note)
Mt 26:39—What may have moved Jesus to pray: “Let
this cup pass away from me”? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 59 ˚21-22 and
endnote

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 20
˙ Local Needs: (8 min.)
˙ Become Jehovah’s Friend—The Ransom: (7 min.)
Play the video (video category CHILDREN). Afterward,
invite selected young children to the stage, and ask
them the following questions: Why do people get
sick, grow old, and die? What hope has Jehovah given us? Whom do you want to meet in Paradise?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 15
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 74 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 26:1-19

MATTHEW 26  The

Passover and the Memorial—Similarities and
Differences
26:18

3

Identify the numbered items.

4

1

Which of these items are also used
for the Lord’s Evening Meal?

2
1
3
2

4

DID YOU KNOW?
Although the Passover did not foreshadow the Memorial, certain features of the Passover
have meaning for us. For example, the apostle Paul called Jesus “our Passover lamb.”
(1Co 5:7) Just as the lamb’s blood on the doorframes saved lives, Jesus’ blood saves
lives. (Ex 12:12, 13) Also, not a bone of the Passover lamb was broken. Similarly, Jesus
did not have any of his bones broken, even though this was a custom at such executions.
—Ex 12:46; Joh 19:31-33, 36.

2

A P R I L 9 - 1 5  M AT T H E W 2 7- 2 8
˙ Song 69 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Go Make Disciples—Why, Where, and How?”:
(10 min.)
Mt 28:18—Jesus has wide-ranging authority
(w04 7/1 8 ˚4)
Mt 28:19—Jesus called for a worldwide preaching
and teaching campaign (nwtsty study notes)
Mt 28:20—We must help people learn and apply all
that Jesus taught (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mt 27:51—What did the tearing in two of the curtain
signify? (nwtsty study notes)
Mt 28:7—How did Jehovah’s angel dignify the women who came to Jesus’ grave? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) g17.2 14—Theme: Did Jesus
Die on a Cross?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 70
˙ “Preaching and Teaching—Essential to Making
Disciples”: (15 min.) Discussion. When considering
the information, play the videos Continue Preaching
“Without Letup”—Informally and From House to
House and Continue Preaching “Without Letup”
—Publicly and Making Disciples.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 16
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 73 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mt 27:38-54

MATTHEW 27-28  Go

Make Disciples—Why, Where, and How?
Teaching others to observe all the things that Jesus commanded is an ongoing process

28:18-20
Why? Jesus received
wide-ranging authority from
Jehovah

How do we teach others
Jesus’ commands?

How do we help our students
to apply Jesus’ teaching?

How do we help our students
to follow Jesus’ example?

Where? Jesus commanded his
followers to make disciples of
“people of all the nations”

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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APRIL 16 - 22  MARK 1 - 2
˙ Song 130 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Your Sins Are Forgiven”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Mark.]
Mr 2:3-5—Jesus compassionately forgave the sins
of a paralytic ( jy 67 ˚3-5)
Mr 2:6-12—Jesus proved that he has authority to
forgive sins by healing the paralytic (nwtsty study
note on Mr 2:9)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 1:11—What is the meaning of Jehovah’s words
to Jesus? (nwtsty study notes)
Mr 2:27, 28—Why did Jesus call himself “Lord . . . of
the Sabbath”? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 1:1-15

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection that is common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 44
˙ “I Came to Call, Not Righteous People, But
Sinners”: (7 min.) Discussion. Play the video From
Prison to Prosperity (video category INTERVIEWS AND
EXPERIENCES). Then ask the following questions: How
did Donald get his life back? As we preach, how can
we imitate Jesus’ impartial treatment of people?
—Mr 2:17.
˙ Jehovah Forgives “in a Large Way”: (8 min.) Discussion. Play the video Jehovah, I’m Going to Put
You First (video category INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES). Then ask the following questions: How and why
did Anneliese return to Jehovah? (Isa 55:6, 7) How
can you use her experience to help those who have
drifted away from Jehovah?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 17
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 86 and Prayer

MARK 1-2  “Your

Sins Are Forgiven”
2:5-12
What do we learn from this miracle?
˙ Sickness is linked to inherited sin
˙ Jesus has the authority to forgive sins and the power
to heal sick people
˙ Under the Kingdom, Jesus will remove imperfection and
sickness forever

How can Mark 2:5-12 help me to endure when I am sick?
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APRIL 23 - 29  MARK 3 - 4
˙ Song 77 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Healing on the Sabbath”: (10 min.)
Mr 3:1, 2—The Jewish religious leaders were seeking
a pretext to condemn Jesus ( jy 78 ˚1-2)
Mr 3:3, 4—Jesus knew that they had adopted an
extreme, unscriptural view of the Sabbath law
( jy 78 ˚3)
Mr 3:5—Jesus was “thoroughly grieved at the
insensibility of their hearts” (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 3:29—What does it mean to blaspheme against
the holy spirit, and what are the consequences?
(nwtsty study notes)
Mr 4:26-29—What can we learn from Jesus’
illustration of the sower who sleeps? (w14 12/15
12-13 ˚6-8)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 36 ˚21-22—Show
how to reach the heart.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 103
˙ “Let the One Who Has Ears to Listen, Listen”:
(15 min.) Explain the meaning of Mark 4:9 (nwtsty
study note). Play the video Become Wise by Listening to Counsel (video category THE BIBLE). Then have
a discussion based on “Keep Yourselves in God’s
Love,” pages 46-47.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 18
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 123 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 3:1-19a

MARK 3-4  Healing

on the Sabbath

3:1-5
Why was Jesus thoroughly grieved by the attitude of the Jewish religious leaders? Because
they made the Sabbath burdensome by adding countless lesser restrictions. For example,
killing a ﬂea was forbidden. Healing was lawful only if life was in danger. This meant that
broken bones or sprains could not be treated on the Sabbath. Clearly, the religious leaders
had no real concern for the man with the withered hand.

ASK YOURSELF:
‘Do others view me as being rule oriented
or as being compassionate?’

‘When I see someone in the congregation
who needs help, how can I imitate Jesus’
compassion to a greater degree?’

A P R I L 3 0 – M AY 6  M A R K 5 - 6
˙ Song 151 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Has the Power to Resurrect Our Dead Loved
Ones”: (10 min.)
Mr 5:38—The death of a loved one results in
mourning
Mr 5:39-41—Jesus has power over those “sleeping”
in death (nwtsty study note on Mr 5:39)
Mr 5:42—The future resurrection will cause “great
ecstasy” ( jy 118 ˚6)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 5:19, 20—Why might Jesus have departed from
his usual instructions in this instance? (nwtsty study
note on Mr 5:19)
Mr 6:11—What does it mean to “shake oﬀ the dirt
that is on your feet”? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Show the householder the
jw.org website.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture and linking question.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 36 ˚23-24—Show
how to reach the heart.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 144
˙ “Skillfully Use the Tools in Our Teaching Toolbox”:
(5 min.) Discussion.
˙ Finding Comfort in Jehovah’s Organization:
(10 min.) Discussion. Play the video (video category
INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES). Then ask the following
questions: What are some of the trials that the Peras
have faced? What has helped them to endure? Why
must we maintain a theocratic routine when we are
facing trials?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
jy chap. 19 ˚1-9
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 72 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 6:1-13

MARK 5-6  Jesus

Has the Power to Resurrect Our Dead Loved Ones

5:38-42
˙ The grief we feel when a loved one dies
does not mean that we lack faith in the
resurrection (Ge 23:2)
˙ Meditating on Bible accounts of
resurrections will strengthen our
faith in the future resurrection

Whom do you look forward to welcoming back
in the resurrection?

How do you picture the reunion?
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AP R I L 3 0 – MAY 6

Skillfully Use the Tools in Our Teaching Toolbox
Making a disciple is like building a house. To build eﬀectively, we must learn to
use our tools well. We especially need to develop skill in using our principal tool,
God’s Word. (2Ti 2:15) We also need to make eﬀective use of the other publications and videos in our Teaching Toolbox—with the goal of making disciples.1
How can you improve in using the tools in our Teaching Toolbox? (1) Ask your
ﬁeld service group overseer for help, (2) work with an experienced publisher or
pioneer, and (3) practice, practice, practice. As you become skilled at using
these publications and videos, you will experience joy in the spiritual building
work now taking place.
1 A few publications that are not found in the Teaching Toolbox were written with a speciﬁc
audience in mind. These may be used when appropriate.
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AP R I L 9 - 1 5

Preaching and Teaching—Essential to Making Disciples
Jesus commanded his followers to go and make disciples. (Mt 28:19) This involves preaching and teaching. From time to
time, we should all ask ourselves, ‘How can I improve in these essential aspects of the disciple-making work?’

PREACHING
Instead of waiting for people to come to us, we must actively search for “deserving” ones.
(Mt 10:11) When we share in the ministry, are we alert to opportunities to speak with people who ‘happen to be on hand’? (Ac 17:17) Lydia became a disciple as a result of the
apostle Paul’s diligent preaching.—Ac 16:13-15.
WATCH THE VIDEO CONTINUE PREACHING “WITHOUT LETUP”—INFORMALLY AND
FROM HOUSE TO HOUSE, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ In his daily routine, how did Samuel show that he was actively seeking to plant
seeds of truth?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
˙ Why must we persevere in all types of preaching?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
˙ With whom might you share the Kingdom message during your daily routine?
“Sow your seed in the morning and
do not let your hand rest until the
evening” (Ec 11:6)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHING
To make disciples, we must do more than simply leave literature with people. To help
them progress spiritually, we need to make return visits and conduct Bible studies. (1Co 3:
6-9) Yet, what if our diligent eﬀorts to teach someone Kingdom truth yield little results?
(Mt 13:19-22) We should continue our search for those whose hearts are like “ﬁne soil.”
—Mt 13:23; Ac 13:48.
WATCH THE VIDEO CONTINUE PREACHING “WITHOUT LETUP”—PUBLICLY AND MAKING
DISCIPLES, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ How did Solomon and Mary water the seeds of truth in the hearts of Ezekiel and Abigail?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
˙ What should be our goal in all facets of the ministry, including public witnessing?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
˙ How might we give greater emphasis to teaching others the truth?
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Preaching in Tonga

Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: How can we know what the future holds?
Scripture: Isa 46:10
Link: What future does God promise for humans and the earth?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: What future does God promise for
humans and the earth?

Question: How can we make the hope
oﬀered in the Bible our own?

Scripture: Ps 37:29

Scripture: Ps 37:34

Link: How can we make the hope oﬀered in
the Bible our own?

Link: What way of life does God invite
us to follow?

M AY 7- 1 3  M A R K 7- 8
˙ Song 13 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Pick Up Your Torture Stake and Keep
Following Me”: (10 min.)
Mr 8:34—In order to follow Christ, we must disown
ourselves (nwtsty study note; w92 8/1 17 ˚14)
Mr 8:35-37—Jesus asks two thought-provoking
questions that help us to focus on priorities
(w08 10/15 25-26 ˚3-4)
Mr 8:38—Courage is needed to follow Christ
(jy 143 ˚4)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 7:5-8—Why was handwashing an issue for the
Pharisees? (w16.08 30 ˚1-4)
Mr 7:32-35—How is Jesus’ consideration for this
deaf man an example for us? (w00 2/15 17-18 ˚9-11)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 165-166 ˚6-7

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 51
˙ Local Needs: (5 min.)
˙ “Prepare Your Children to Follow Christ”: (10 min.)
Discussion.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 19
˚10-16, box on p. 50
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 60 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered in
this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 7:1-15

MARK 7-8  Pick

Up Your Torture Stake and Keep Following Me

8:34
Jesus said: “Keep following
me.” Therefore, we must endure. How can you strive to
do that when it comes to . . .

prayer?
study?
the ministry?
meeting attendance?
commenting at meetings?

2

MAY 7- 1 3

Prepare Your Children to Follow Christ
Nothing brings Christian parents more joy than seeing their child “disown himself and pick
up his torture stake and keep following” Jesus. (Mr 8:34; 3Jo 4) What can parents do to
prepare their children to follow Jesus, dedicate their life to Jehovah, and get baptized?
What are some indications that children are ready for the important step of baptism?

ORGANIZED

TO DO JEHOVAH’S WILL

Read “A Message to Christian Parents” on pages 165-166 of Organized to Do Jehovah’s
Will, and then consider the following questions:

1. What is a disciple?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What should parents teach their children?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. In keeping with their age, how should children apply the following scriptures in order to qualify for baptism?
˙ Col 3:20
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Lu 2:46
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Ps 122:1
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Mt 4:4
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Mt 6:33
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ 1Co 15:33
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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M AY 1 4 - 2 0  M A R K 9 - 1 0
˙ Song 22 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “A Faith-Strengthening Vision”: (10 min.)
Mr 9:1—Jesus promised that some apostles would
see a visionary preview of the Kingdom (w05 1/15
12 ˚9-10)
Mr 9:2-6—Peter, James, and John saw the transﬁgured Jesus conversing with “Elijah” and “Moses”
(w05 1/15 12 ˚11)
Mr 9:7—Jehovah aﬃrmed with his own voice that
Jesus is his Son (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 10:6-9—What principle about marriage did
Jesus highlight? (w08 2/15 30 ˚8)
Mr 10:17, 18—Why did Jesus correct a certain
man for calling him “Good Teacher”?
(nwtsty study notes)

˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w04 5/15 30-31—Theme:
What Is the Meaning of Jesus’ Words Recorded
at Mark 10:25?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 131
˙ “What God Has Yoked Together . . .”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Love and Respect Unites
Families (video category THE BIBLE).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 20
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 66 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered in
this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 9:1-13

MARK 9-10  A

Faith-Strengthening Vision

9:1-7
Imagine how Jesus must have felt when he heard his heavenly
Father announce during the transﬁguration vision that He approved of him. This no doubt fortiﬁed Jesus for the suﬀering he
was going to undergo. This vision also made a powerful impression on Peter, James, and John. Jesus was indeed the Messiah,
and they were right to listen to him. Some 32 years later, Peter
still recalled the experience and how it made “the prophetic word”
more sure for him.—2Pe 1:16-19.
Although we did not personally see this impressive vision, we are
witnessing its fulﬁllment. Jesus is ruling as a powerful King. Soon,
he will “complete his conquest,” opening the way for a righteous
new world.—Re 6:2.

How has your faith been strengthened by seeing the fulﬁllment of Bible prophecy?
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M AY 2 1 - 2 7  M A R K 1 1 - 1 2
˙ Song 34 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “She Put In More Than All the Others”: (10 min.)
Mr 12:41, 42—Jesus observed a poor widow at the
temple treasury chests drop in two small coins of
very little value (nwtsty study notes)
Mr 12:43—Jesus appreciated her sacriﬁce and highlighted it to his disciples (w97 10/15 16-17 ˚16-17)
Mr 12:44—The widow’s contribution was of great
value in Jehovah’s eyes (w97 10/15 17 ˚17; w87 12/1
30 ˚1; cl 185 ˚15)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 11:17—Why did Jesus call the temple “a house of
prayer for all the nations”? (nwtsty study note)
Mr 11:27, 28—To what “things” are Jesus’ opposers
referring? (jy 244 ˚7)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. The person raises an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. The person tells you that he
just lost a relative in death.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 118
˙ Faith in Jehovah Makes It Happen: (15 min.)
Play the video (video category FROM OUR STUDIO).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 21
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 98 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered in
this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 12:13-27

MARK 11-12  She

Put In More Than All the Others

12:41-44
How does this account teach the following lessons?
˙ Jehovah appreciates what we do
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Do your best in Jehovah’s service
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Do not compare what you can do with what others can do
or with what you were able to do in the past
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ The poor should not hold back from giving even if the
amount is small

DID YOU KNOW?
It was likely that the coins this widow dropped
into the treasury chest were two lepta. A laborer
would earn two lepta in just 15 minutes. Jesus
drew a valuable lesson from the widow’s donation of these two coins of little value.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What other lessons did you learn?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

% Lepta

M AY 2 8 – J U N E 3  M A R K 1 3 - 14
˙ Song 55 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Avoid Becoming Ensnared by Fear of Man”:
(10 min.)
Mr 14:29, 31—The apostles did not intend to
disown Jesus
Mr 14:50—When Jesus was arrested, all the apostles
abandoned him and ﬂed
Mr 14:47, 54, 66-72—Peter had the courage to
defend Jesus and follow him at a distance but later
denied Jesus three times (ia 200 ˚14; it-2 619 ˚6)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 14:51, 52—Who likely was the young man who
got away naked? (w08 2/15 30 ˚6)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Invite the person to the
meeting.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture. Oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 181-182 ˚17-18

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 73
˙ “Jehovah Will Help You Be Bold”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video (video category CHILDREN).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 22
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 81 and Prayer

Mr 14:60-62—What may have been the reason why
Jesus chose to answer the high priest’s question?
( jy 287 ˚4)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered in
this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 14:43-59

Jehovah Will Help You Be Bold
If you are in school, do you ever feel afraid to identify yourself as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and to give a witness? If so, how can you ‘muster up boldness’ to speak up? (1Th 2:2)
What reasons do you have to do so? After watching the video Jehovah Will Help You Be
Bold, answer the following questions:
1. What Bible example helped Sophia to muster up boldness?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How did Sophia beneﬁt from practice sessions?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why should you witness to your schoolmates?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. If you are no longer in school, what lessons did this video teach you?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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MAY 2 8 – J U N E 3

MARK 13-14  Avoid

Becoming Ensnared by Fear of Man

Why did the apostles give in under pressure?
14:29, 31
˙ They were overconﬁdent. Peter even
felt that he would be more loyal to Jesus
than the other apostles would
14:32, 37-41
˙ They did not keep on the watch and pray

After Jesus’ resurrection, what helped the repentant apostles to
avoid giving in to the fear of man and to preach despite opposition?
13:9-13
˙ They took to heart Jesus’ warnings and, as a result, were
not caught oﬀ guard by opposition and persecution
˙ They relied on Jehovah and prayed.—Ac 4:24, 29

What situations can test
our courage?
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MAY 1 4 - 2 0

“What God Has Yoked Together . . .”
The Mosaic Law required a man who was considering divorce to prepare a legal
certiﬁcate. This served to deter the hasty breakup of marriages. However, in Jesus’
day, religious leaders made divorce easy to obtain. Men could divorce their wives on
every sort of grounds. (nwtsty study notes on Mr 10:4, 11) Jesus called attention to
the fact that marriage was authorized and established by Jehovah. (Mr 10:2-12)
A husband and wife were to become “one ﬂesh” in a permanent union. The only
Scriptural basis for divorce, according to Matthew’s parallel account, is “sexual immorality.”—Mt 19:9.
Today, many people view marriage, not as Jesus did, but as the Pharisees did. When problems arise, those
in the world are quick to divorce. Christian couples, on the other hand, take their marriage vows seriously
and strive to overcome diﬃculties by applying Bible principles. After watching the video Love and Respect
Unites Families, answer the following questions:

˙ How can you apply Proverbs 15:1 in your marriage, and why is this important?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How can you avoid problems by applying Proverbs 19:11?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ If your marriage is at the breaking point, instead of thinking, ‘Should I get a
divorce?’ what questions should you consider?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How can you be a better husband or wife by applying Matthew 7:12?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: How can we know what the future holds?
Scripture: Isa 46:10
Link: What Bible prophecies are we seeing fulﬁlled today?

FIRST RETURN VISIT
Question: What Bible prophecies are we
seeing fulﬁlled today?
Scripture: Mt 24:6, 7, 14
Link: What will happen after “the end”?

SECOND RETURN VISIT
Question: What will happen after “the end”?
Scripture: Re 21:4
Link: Where will this Bible prophecy be
fulﬁlled?

JUNE 4 -10  MARK 15 - 16
˙ Song 95 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Fulﬁlled Prophecy”: (10 min.)
Mr 15:3-5—He remained silent when accused
Mr 15:24, 29, 30—Lots were cast for his clothing,
and he was mocked (nwtsty study notes on Mr 15:
24, 29)
Mr 15:43, 46—He was buried with the rich
(nwtsty study note on Mr 15:43)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Mr 15:25—What may account for the seeming discrepancy as to when Jesus was nailed to the stake?
(nwtsty study note)
Mr 16:8—Why does the New World Translation not
include the long or the short conclusion in the main
text of the Gospel of Mark? (nwtsty study note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 2

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 63
˙ “Follow Christ’s Steps Closely”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Jehovah’s Name Is Most Important (video category INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 23,
box on p. 60
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 140 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Mr 15:1-15

Follow Christ’s Steps Closely
Jesus set an example for us to imitate, especially when we face trials or
persecution. (1Pe 2:21-23) Although Jesus was insulted, he never retaliated,
even when undergoing suﬀering. (Mr 15:29-32) What helped him to endure?
He resolved to do Jehovah’s will. (Joh 6:38) He also focused on “the joy that
was set before him.”—Heb 12:2.
How do we react when we are mistreated because of our faith? True Christians do not “return evil for evil.” (Ro 12:14, 17) When we imitate the way
Christ endured suﬀering, we can rejoice because we have God’s approval.
—Mt 5:10-12; 1Pe 4:12-14.

Mahn-und Gedenkstätte Ravensbrück

WATCH THE VIDEO JEHOVAH’S NAME IS MOST IMPORTANT, AND THEN
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ How did Sister Pötzinger1 wisely use her time while in solitary conﬁnement?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What suﬀerings did Brother and Sister Pötzinger endure while in various
concentration camps?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What helped them to endure?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Name is also spelled Poetzinger.

2

When suﬀering, follow Christ’s
steps closely

J U N E 4 - 10

MARK 15-16  Jesus

Fulfilled Prophecy

Match each event in Jesus’ life with the prophecy that it fulﬁlled

EVENT
Mr 15:3-5

PROPHECY

Mr 15:24

Ps 22:7

Ps 22:18

Mr 15:29, 30

Mr 15:43, 46

Isa 53:7

Isa 53:9

BUILD YOUR FAITH
What other prophecies did Jesus fulﬁll? (w11 8/15 17; bhs 209)

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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J U N E 1 1 - 1 7  LU K E 1
˙ Song 137 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

˙ “Imitate Mary’s Humility”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Luke.]
Lu 1:38—She humbly accepted her assignment
(ia 149 ˚12)
Lu 1:46-55—She praised Jehovah by referring to
his Word (ia 150-151 ˚15-16)

˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 1:69—What is the meaning of “a horn of salvation”? (nwtsty study note)

˙ Song 92
˙ Local Needs: (8 min.) As an option, review information regarding the yeartext for 2018.
(w18.01 8-9 ˚4-7)

Lu 1:76—In what sense would John the Baptist
“go ahead of Jehovah”? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the
sample conversation.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ Organizational Accomplishments: (7 min.) Play the
Organizational Accomplishments video for June.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 24
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 58 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 1:46-66

LUKE 1  Imitate

Mary’s Humility
Jehovah chose Mary for an unparalleled privilege
because she had a remarkable heart attitude.
1:38, 46-55
How do Mary’s words highlight her . . .
humility?

deep faith?

knowledge of the Scriptures?

appreciation?

FOR MEDITATION:

4

Do I completely trust Jehovah to work matters out for me according to his will?
How can I better imitate Mary’s example?

J U N E 1 8 - 24  LU K E 2 - 3
˙ Song 133 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Young Ones—Are You Growing Spiritually?”:
(10 min.)
Lu 2:41, 42—Jesus attended the annual Passover
festival with his parents (nwtsty study note
on Lu 2:41)
Lu 2:46, 47—Jesus listened to the religious leaders
and asked them questions (nwtsty study notes)
Lu 2:51, 52—Jesus “continued subject” to his parents and gained favor with God and men
(nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 2:14—What is the meaning of this verse?
(nwtsty study notes)
Lu 3:23—Who was Joseph’s father? (wp16.3 9 ˚1-3)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Then respond to an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w14 2/15 26-27—Theme:
What Basis Did First-Century Jews Have for Being
“in Expectation” of the Messiah?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 134
˙ “Parents, Give Your Children the Best Chance
to Succeed”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video
They Took Every Opportunity (video category
INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 25
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 17 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 2:1-20

LUKE 2-3  Young

Ones—Are You Growing Spiritually?

From childhood on, Jesus set a ﬁne example in seeking spiritual interests and in showing respect to his parents.
Young ones, how can you imitate Jesus in each of the following ways?
2:41, 42

Participating in spiritual activities:

2:46, 47

Growing in spiritual understanding:

2:51, 52

Respecting your parents:

5

J U N E 2 5 – J U LY 1  LU K E 4 - 5
˙ Song 37 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Resist Temptations as Jesus Did”: (10 min.)
Lu 4:1-4—Jesus did not yield to the desire of the
ﬂesh (w13 8/15 25 ˚8)
Lu 4:5-8—Jesus was not enticed by the desire of
the eyes (w13 8/15 25 ˚10)
Lu 4:9-12—Jesus was not tempted to make a showy
display [Play the video Battlement of the Temple.]
(nwtsty media; w13 8/15 26 ˚12)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 4:17—What shows that Jesus was thoroughly
familiar with God’s Word? (nwtsty study note)
Lu 4:25—How long did the drought last in the days
of Elijah? (nwtsty study note)

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Then leave a JW.ORG contact card.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 28

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 28
˙ “Social Networking—Avoid the Pitfalls”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Be Social-Network Smart
(video category TEENAGERS).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 26
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 105 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 4:31-44

LUKE 4-5  Resist

Temptations as Jesus Did

Satan tries to break our attachment to Jehovah by corrupting the desires of our heart. He adapts his tactics to each
person’s inclinations and circumstances.
What powerful weapon did Jesus use to resist three common temptations? (Heb 4:12; 1Jo 2:15, 16)
How can I imitate his example?
4:1-4

“The desire of the ﬂesh”

6

4:5-8

“The desire of the eyes”

4:9-12

“The showy display”

J U N E 2 5 – J U LY 1

Social Networking—Avoid the Pitfalls
Like most tools, social networks can be helpful or harmful. Some
Christians choose not to use social networks. Other Christians use social networks
to keep in touch with family and friends. However, the Devil wants us to use social
networks unwisely, which could damage our reputation and our spirituality. Like
Jesus, we can use principles from God’s Word to identify dangers and avoid them.
—Lu 4:4, 8, 12.
WHY IMPORTANT:

PITFALLS TO AVOID:

˙ Using social media excessively. Spending countless hours using social networks or social
media can deprive us of precious time needed for spiritual pursuits

Bible principles:
Eph 5:15, 16; Php 1:10

˙ Viewing questionable material. Looking at provocative images can lead to pornography
addiction or immorality. Reading apostate material or blogs can damage one’s faith

Bible principles:
Mt 5:28; Php 4:8

˙ Posting improper comments or photos. Because the heart is treacherous, a person may
be inclined to post improper comments or photos on a social network. However, this could
damage someone’s reputation or cause him to stumble spiritually

Bible principles:
Ro 14:13; Eph 4:29

WATCH THE VIDEO BE SOCIAL-NETWORK SMART, AND THEN REVIEW HOW TO AVOID THE FOLLOWING SCENARIOS:

J U N E 1 8 - 24

Parents, Give Your Children the Best Chance to Succeed
God-fearing parents long to see their children become faithful servants of
Jehovah. Parents can help them to do so by impressing Bible teachings on
the hearts of their children from infancy. (De 6:7; Pr 22:6) Does this require
self-sacriﬁce? Most certainly! But the rewards are worth the eﬀort.—3Jo 4.
Parents can learn much from Joseph and Mary. They “were accustomed to
go from year to year to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover,” even
though this required eﬀort and expense. (Lu 2:41) Apparently, they gave
priority to their family’s spiritual needs. Similarly, parents today can point
their children in the right direction by taking every opportunity to teach
them by word and example.—Ps 127:3-5.

DID YOU KNOW?
Although raised in a spiritual household, Jesus’ half brothers did not put faith in him until after his death.
(Joh 7:5; Ac 1:14) Later, two of them, James and Jude, wrote the Bible books bearing their names.

WATCH THE VIDEO THEY TOOK EVERY OPPORTUNITY, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ How did Jon and Sharon Schiller keep Kingdom interests ﬁrst while
raising a family?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Why must parents tailor their discipline to the needs of each child?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make spiritual activities a priority
for your family

˙ How can parents prepare their children to withstand tests of faith?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What tools provided by Jehovah’s organization have you used to help your children grow spiritually?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: How can couples build a strong marriage?
Scripture: Eph 5:33
Link: How can parents raise responsible children?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: How can parents raise responsible
children?

Question: How can young people avoid
problems?

Scripture: Pr 22:6

Scripture: Pr 4:5, 6

Link: How can young people avoid problems?

Link: Where can we ﬁnd wisdom for
everyday life?

J U LY 2 - 8  LU K E 6 - 7
˙ Song 109 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Measure Out Generously”: (10 min.)
Lu 6:37—If we are forgiving, people will forgive us
(nwtsty study note; w08 5/15 9-10 ˚13-14)
Lu 6:38—We should make giving a practice
(nwtsty study note)
Lu 6:38—People will measure out to us as we have
measured out to others (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 6:12, 13—In what way did Jesus set a good
example for Christians facing major decisions?
(w07 8/1 6 ˚1)
Lu 7:35—How can Jesus’ words help us if we are
the victims of slander? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 7:36-50

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 197-198 ˚4-5

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 108
˙ Imitate Jehovah’s Generosity: (15 min.) Play the
video (video category FROM OUR STUDIO). Then
discuss the following questions:
How have Jehovah and Jesus demonstrated
generosity?
How does Jehovah bless our generosity?
What does it mean to be a generous forgiver?
What are some ways that we can be generous with
our time?
How can we be generous in giving commendation?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 27
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 57 and Prayer

LUKE 6-7  Measure

Out Generously

6:38
A generous person gladly gives of his time, energy, and resources
to help and encourage others.
˙ The form of the Greek verb translated “practice giving” denotes
continuous action
˙ When we practice giving, others will pour into our lap “a ﬁne
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and overﬂowing.” This
expression may refer to a custom of some vendors to ﬁll a fold in
the outer garment with purchased goods

List instances when you could apply this advice.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

J U LY 9 - 1 5  LU K E 8 - 9
˙ Song 13 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Be My Follower—What Is Needed?”: (10 min.)
Lu 9:57, 58—Those who follow Jesus must put their
trust in Jehovah (it-2 494)
Lu 9:59, 60—Those who follow Jesus put the Kingdom of God ﬁrst in their lives (nwtsty study notes)
Lu 9:61, 62—Those who follow Jesus cannot allow
themselves to be distracted by the things of the
world (nwtsty media; w12 4/15 15-16 ˚11-13)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 8:3—How were these Christians “ministering” to
Jesus and the apostles? (nwtsty study note)
Lu 9:49, 50—Why did Jesus not prevent a man from
expelling demons, even though the man was not
following him? (w08 3/15 31 ˚2)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w12 3/15 27-28 ˚11-15
—Theme: Should We Regret Any Sacriﬁces That
We Have Made for the Sake of the Kingdom?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 124
˙ Local Needs: (15 min.)
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 28,
box on p. 70
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 110 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 8:1-15

LUKE 8-9  Be

My Follower—What Is Needed?

9:62
In order to make straight furrows, a plowman
could not be distracted by what was behind
him. Similarly, a Christian cannot allow himself
to be distracted by the things that he left behind in the world.—Php 3:13.
When we experience diﬃculties, it is easy to
long for ‘the good old days,’ perhaps the days
before we came into the truth. When doing so,
we often exaggerate the joys and minimize
the problems of the past. That is what the
Israelites did after they left Egypt. (Nu 11:5, 6)
If we were to dwell on such thoughts, we could
be tempted to return to our former way of life.
How much better it is to count our present
blessings and to focus on future joys under
the Kingdom!—2Co 4:16-18.

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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J U LY 1 6 - 2 2  LU K E 1 0 - 1 1
˙ Song 100 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “The Parable of the Neighborly Samaritan”:
(10 min.)
Lu 10:29-32—First a priest and then a Levite failed
to help a fellow Jew who was a victim of robbers
[Play nwtsty media on Luke 10:30.] (w02 9/1 16-17
˚14-15)
Lu 10:33-35—A Samaritan showed outstanding love
to the victim (nwtsty study notes on Lu 10:33, 34)
Lu 10:36, 37—We should demonstrate love toward
all, not just toward people of the same social class,
race, tribe, or nation (w98 7/1 31 ˚2)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 10:18—What was Jesus referring to when he
told the 70 disciples: “I see Satan already fallen
like lightning from heaven”? (nwtsty study note;
w08 3/15 31 ˚11)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. The person raises an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. The person tells you that he
is in the middle of eating his meal.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 24
˙ “Why Is Neutrality So Important? (Mic 4:2)”:
(15 min.) Play and discuss the video (video category
PROGRAMS AND EVENTS).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 29
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 146 and Prayer

Lu 11:5-9—What does the illustration about the
persistent man teach us about praying?
(nwtsty study notes)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 10:1-16

LUKE 10-11  The

Parable of the Neighborly Samaritan

10:25-37
Jesus gave this parable in answer to the question: “Who really is my neighbor?”
(Lu 10:25-29) He knew that the Christian congregation would come to be made up of
“all sorts of” people—including Samaritans and Gentiles. (Joh 12:32) This parable
taught his followers that they should go out of their way to show love to others,
even those who may be very diﬀerent from them.

ASK YOURSELF:
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‘How do I feel about brothers and sisters who are
from diﬀerent cultures?’

I want to invite
_______________________________________ to . . .

‘Do I spend time mainly with those I have things
in common with?’

˚ work with me in the ministry

‘Could I open my heart wide by getting better
acquainted with fellow Christians who have a
diﬀerent background?’ (2Co 6:13)

˚ join my family for our next
Family Worship evening

˚ come to my home for a meal

J U LY 2 3 - 2 9  LU K E 1 2 - 1 3
˙ Song 4 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “You Are Worth More Than Many Sparrows”:
(10 min.)
Lu 12:6—Even small birds are not forgotten by
God (nwtsty study note)
Lu 12:7—Jehovah’s intimate knowledge of us
reveals his keen interest in us (nwtsty study note)
Lu 12:7—Jehovah values each one of us (cl 241
˚4-5)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 13:24—What does Jesus’ admonition mean?
(nwtsty study note)
Lu 13:33—Why did Jesus make this statement?
(nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 12:22-40

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Then invite the person to
the meeting.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your
own scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lvs 214-215 ˚4-5

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 116
˙ Isolated but Not Forgotten: (15 min.) Play the
video (video category INTERVIEWS AND EXPERIENCES).
Afterward, discuss the following questions:
What challenging situations have the three
publishers experienced?
How has Jehovah demonstrated that he has not
forgotten them?
How have the publishers continued to serve
Jehovah despite their challenges, and how has
this encouraged others?
How can you show love to those who are elderly or
inﬁrm in your congregation?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 30
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 5 and Prayer

LUKE 12-13  “You

Are Worth More Than Many Sparrows”

12:6, 7
What is the context of Jesus’ words at Luke 12:6, 7? In verse 4, we read that Jesus told
his followers not to be afraid of those who may oppose them or who may even kill them.
Jesus was preparing his disciples for the opposition that they would later face. He assured
them that Jehovah valued each of His servants and that He would not allow permanent
harm to come to them.

How can we imitate Jehovah’s concern for those who are being
persecuted?

Where can we ﬁnd updated information on Jehovah’s Witnesses who
are imprisoned for their faith?

Currently, ___________________________________ brothers and sisters are imprisoned.

J U LY 3 0 – AU G U S T 5  LU K E 14 - 1 6
˙ Song 125 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “The Parable of the Lost Son”: (10 min.)
Lu 15:11-16—A wayward son squandered his inheritance on a debauched life (nwtsty study notes)
Lu 15:17-24—He repented and was welcomed back
by his loving father (nwtsty study notes)
Lu 15:25-32—The older son’s thinking was corrected
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 14:26—What does the word “hate” mean in this
context? (nwtsty study note)
Lu 16:10-13—What was Jesus’ point regarding
“unrighteous riches”? (w17.07 8-9 ˚7-8)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Then invite the person
to the meeting.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lvs 37-38 ˚14-15

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 107
˙ “The Prodigal Returns”: (15 min.) Discussion. Begin
by playing The Prodigal Returns—Excerpt.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 31
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 139 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 14:1-14

LUKE 14-16  The

Parable of the Lost Son

15:11-32
Some lessons that we learn from
the parable.
˙ It is wise to remain in the security of
God’s people, under the care of our
loving heavenly Father
˙ If we deviate from God’s way, we
should humbly return, conﬁdent of
Jehovah’s willingness to forgive us
˙ We should imitate Jehovah by warmly
welcoming those who repent and
return to the congregation

J U LY 3 0 – AU G U ST 5

The Prodigal Returns

WATCH THE VIDEO THE PRODIGAL RETURNS
(VIDEO CATEGORY MOVIES), AND THEN ANSWER
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

What indicated that David was drifting away spiritually, and how did his family and the elders try to help him?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How were Brother and Sister Barker good examples as parents?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What lessons did the video teach about . . .
˙ devoting our life to our secular work?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ bad associations?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ listening to counsel?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ repentance and forgiveness?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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J U LY 1 6 - 2 2

Why Is Neutrality So Important? (Mic 4:2)
The parable of the neighborly Samaritan reminds us
that Jehovah is not partial and that he wants us to
“work what is good toward all”—including those of a
diﬀerent social class, race, tribe, nation, or religion.
—Ga 6:10; Ac 10:34.

WATCH THE VIDEO WHY IS NEUTRALITY SO IMPORTANT? (MIC 4:2), AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

How do we know that Micah 4:2 describes what is happening to God’s people today?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is neutrality, and why is it important?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How does Revelation 13:16, 17 show that the political system is trying to inﬂuence our thinking and actions?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are three things that could erode our neutrality?
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Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: What help can the Bible give married couples?
Scripture: Col 3:12
Link: What help can the Bible give parents?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: What help can the Bible
give parents?

Question: What help can the Bible give
young people?

Scripture: Col 3:21

Scripture: Pr 2:11

Link: What help can the Bible give
young people?

Link: Why does the Bible’s advice always
work?

AU G U S T 6 - 1 2  LU K E 1 7- 1 8
˙ Song 18 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Show Gratitude”: (10 min.)
Lu 17:11-14—Jesus healed ten lepers (nwtsty study
notes on Lu 17:12, 14)
Lu 17:15, 16—Only one of the lepers returned
to thank Jesus
Lu 17:17, 18—This account highlights the importance
of showing gratitude (w08 8/1 14-15 ˚8-9)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 17:7-10—What is the point of Jesus’ illustration?
(nwtsty study note on Lu 17:10)

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 4 ˚1-2

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 39
˙ “Remember the Wife of Lot”: (15 min.) Discussion.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 32
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 117 and Prayer

Lu 18:8—What kind of faith is Jesus referring to
in this verse? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 18:24-43

LUKE 17-18  Show

Gratitude

17:11-18
What do we learn about gratitude from this incident?
˙ We should not only feel gratitude but also express it
˙ Sincere expressions of appreciation give evidence of Christian love
and are a sign of good manners
˙ Those who wish to please Christ owe love and appreciation to all,
regardless of nationality, race, or religion

When was the last time I thanked
someone for helping me?

When was the last time I wrote a
thank-you note?

2

AU G U ST 6 - 1 2

Remember the Wife of Lot
Why did Lot’s wife look back as she was ﬂeeing Sodom? The Bible does
not say. (Ge 19:17, 26) The context of Jesus’ warning indicates that she may
have longed for the things she left behind. (Lu 17:31, 32) How can we avoid
losing God’s favor as Lot’s wife did? We must not allow a quest for material
comforts to become our priority. (Mt 6:33) Jesus taught that we “cannot
slave for God and for Riches.” (Mt 6:24) But what if we detect that material
things are starting to crowd out spiritual things in our life? We can pray to
Jehovah for discernment to see where we need to make changes and for
the courage and strength to do so.

RECALL THE THREE-PART VIDEO REMEMBER THE WIFE OF LOT, AND ANSWER
THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ How did pressure to make more money inﬂuence Gloria’s thinking, speech,
and actions?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How is Lot’s wife a warning example for us today?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did applying Bible principles help Joe and his family?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Anna’s association at work aﬀect her spiritually?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Why do we need courage if we are pressured to put money ﬁrst in life?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Brian and Gloria once again give priority to spiritual things?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What Bible principles did you see illustrated in this video?

How can I show by my
actions that I “remember
the wife of Lot”?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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AU G U S T 1 3 - 1 9  LU K E 19 - 2 0
˙ Song 84 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Learn From the Illustration of the Ten Minas”:
(10 min.)
Lu 19:12, 13—“A man of noble birth” told his slaves
to do business until he returned ( jy 232 ˚2-4)
Lu 19:16-19—The faithful slaves had diﬀerent
abilities, but each one of them received a reward
( jy 232 ˚7)
Lu 19:20-24—A wicked slave who failed to work
experienced loss ( jy 233 ˚1)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 19:43—How were Jesus’ words fulﬁlled?
(nwtsty study note)
Lu 20:38—How does Jesus’ statement strengthen
our conﬁdence in the resurrection? (nwtsty study
note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w14 8/15 29-30—Theme:
Do Jesus’ Words Recorded at Luke 20:34-36 Refer
to the Earthly Resurrection?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 83
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Navigating
JW.ORG”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 33
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 116 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 19:11-27

LUKE 19-20  Learn

From the Illustration of the Ten Minas

19:12-24
What do the diﬀerent features of the parable represent?
1

The master pictures Jesus

2

The slaves picture Jesus’ anointed disciples

3

The money, which the master entrusts to the slaves,
pictures the precious privilege of making disciples
2

This parable contains a warning about what would happen
if Christ’s anointed disciples developed the characteristics
of a wicked slave. Jesus expects his disciples to use their
assets fully in making more disciples.

1
3

How can I imitate faithful anointed Christians in the work of
making disciples?
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AU G U S T 2 0 - 2 6  LU K E 2 1 - 2 2
˙ Song 27 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Your Deliverance Is Getting Near”: (10 min.)
Lu 21:25—Awe-inspiring events will occur during
the great tribulation (kr 226 ˚9)
Lu 21:26—Enemies of Jehovah will panic
Lu 21:27, 28—Jesus’ coming will mean deliverance
for the faithful (w16.01 10-11 ˚17; w15 7/15
17-18 ˚13)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 21:33—How might Jesus’ words in this verse be
understood? (nwtsty study notes)
Lu 22:28-30—What covenant did Jesus make, with
whom did he make it, and what does it accomplish?
(w14 10/15 16-17 ˚15-16)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. Show how to respond when
the householder is busy.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 136
˙ Local Needs: (15 min.)
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 34
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 41 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 22:35-53

LUKE 21-22  “Your

Deliverance Is Getting Near”
21:25-28
Jesus will soon come as Executioner and
Deliverer. We must prepare spiritually so
that our deliverance will be assured.

HOW DO WE PREPARE?
By developing TRUST IN JEHOVAH,
which gives us COURAGE,
which leads us to a POSITIVE ATTITUDE,
which coupled with BROTHERLY LOVE
enables us to ENCOURAGE fellow believers

5

AU G U S T 2 7– S E PT E M B E R 2  LU K E 2 3 - 2 4
˙ Song 130 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Be Ready to Forgive Others”: (10 min.)
Lu 23:34—Jesus forgave the Roman soldiers who
nailed him to the stake (cl 297 ˚16)
Lu 23:43—Jesus forgave a criminal (g 2/08 11 ˚5-6)
Lu 24:34—Jesus forgave Peter (cl 297-298 ˚17-18)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Lu 23:31—What is Jesus apparently referring to
in this verse? (nwtsty study note)
Lu 23:33—What archaeological evidence indicates
that in executions nails were likely used to fasten a
person to a stake? (nwtsty media)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. Then oﬀer a publication from
our Teaching Toolbox that meets the needs of the
householder.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your
own scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 4 ˚3-4

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 20
˙ “Jesus Died for Your Brother Too”: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play the video Become More Beautiful!
(video category THE BIBLE).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
jy chap. 35 ˚1-11
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 82 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Lu 23:1-16

LUKE 23-24  Be

Ready to Forgive Others

24:34
What does it mean to be “ready to
forgive”? (Ps 86:5) Jehovah and his
Son look for any change of heart
that would provide a basis to extend
mercy to sinful humans.

Whom should I forgive?

6

AU G U ST 2 7– S E PT E M B E R 2

Jesus Died for Your Brother Too
Jesus sacriﬁced his life for imperfect people. (Ro 5:8) No doubt
we personally appreciate that Jesus showed his love for us by giving
his life in our behalf. Nevertheless, at times we may need to remind
ourselves that Christ died for our brother too. How can we show
Christlike love to our brothers and sisters, who just like us are imperfect? Consider three ways. First, we can expand our circle of
friends to include those whose background is diﬀerent from ours.
(Ro 15:7; 2Co 6:12, 13) Second, we can be careful to avoid saying or
doing things that may oﬀend others. (Ro 14:13-15) Finally, if someone sins against us, we can be quick to forgive. (Lu 17:3, 4; 23:34) If
we work hard to imitate Jesus in these ways, Jehovah will continue
to bless the congregation with peace and unity.

WATCH THE VIDEO BECOME MORE BEAUTIFUL! AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ How did Miki initially feel about her congregation?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What caused her feelings to change?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Jesus’ example help Miki to adjust her viewpoint? (Mr 14:38)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How can Proverbs 19:11 help us to view fellow Christians in a positive way?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(

FOR MEDITATION:
Am I holding on to speciﬁc oﬀenses committed against me that I should
overlook?
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AU G U ST 1 3 - 19

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY

Navigating JW.ORG

WHY IMPORTANT: Every publication in our
Teaching Toolbox refers to jw.org. In fact,
the main purpose of the contact card
and the tract Where Can We Find Answers
to Life’s Big Questions? is to direct people
to our website. You can place a publication
from our Teaching Toolbox with someone by
using jw.org to e-mail an electronic copy or
share a link. This can be especially helpful
when witnessing to someone who speaks
another language. Additionally, people may
ask questions that are answered by publications not found in our Teaching Toolbox. If
we can navigate the website, we can be
more eﬀective in our ministry.

HOW TO DO IT:
* Use the “BIBLE TEACHINGS” tab. Suppose that you are
witnessing to a parent who would like more information about
child-rearing. Go to BIBLE TEACHINGS ˛ MARRIAGE & FAMILY.
* Use the “PUBLICATIONS” tab. Suppose that you are witnessing
informally at school and you want to share with a classmate the
brochure Answers to 10 Questions Young People Ask. Go to
PUBLICATIONS ˛ BOOKS & BROCHURES.
* Use the “ABOUT US” tab. Suppose that you are witnessing to
a coworker who would like to read a brief explanation of our
beliefs. Go to ABOUT US ˛ FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS.

WATCH THE VIDEO NAVIGATING JW.ORG, AND THEN CONSIDER WHERE YOU WOULD GO ON THE
WEBSITE TO HELP:
˙ an atheist
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ someone who has just suﬀered a tragedy
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ an inactive brother or sister
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ a return visit who wonders how our work is ﬁnanced
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: How does God feel about those who sincerely seek him?
Scripture: 1Pe 5:6, 7
Link: To what extent does God pay attention to us as individuals?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: To what extent does God pay
attention to us as individuals?

Question: How do we know that God
understands us?

Scripture: Mt 10:29-31

Scripture: Ps 139:1, 2, 4

Link: How do we know that God
understands us?

Link: How can God’s care beneﬁt us?

S E PT E M B E R 3 - 9  J O H N 1 - 2
˙ Song 13 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Performs His First Miracle”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to John.]
Joh 2:1-3—A potentially embarrassing situation
developed at a marriage feast (w15 6/15 4 ˚3)
Joh 2:4-11—Jesus’ actions strengthened the faith
of his disciples (jy 41 ˚6)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 1:1—What reasons are there for saying that
John did not mean that “the Word” was the same
as Almighty God? (nwtsty study notes)
Joh 1:29—Why did John the Baptist call Jesus
“the Lamb of God”? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 50, Truth 2

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 38
˙ Local Needs: (8 min.)
˙ Organizational Accomplishments: (7 min.)
Play the Organizational Accomplishments video
for September.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 35
˚12-19
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 121 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 1:1-18

JOHN 1-2  Jesus

Performs His First Miracle

2:1-11
Jesus’ first miracle gives us insight into his personality.
How does this Bible account teach the following?
˙ Jesus had a balanced view of pleasures, and he enjoyed
life and happy times with his friends

˙ Jesus cared about people’s feelings

˙ Jesus was generous

2

S E PT E M B E R 1 0 - 1 6  J O H N 3 - 4
˙ Song 57 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Witnesses to a Samaritan Woman”: (10 min.)
Joh 4:6, 7—Although tired, Jesus took the initiative
to speak to a Samaritan woman (nwtsty study note
on Joh 4:6)
Joh 4:21-24—Jesus’ informal conversation led to a
great witness
Joh 4:39-41—As a result of Jesus’ eﬀorts, many
Samaritans put faith in him
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 3:29—How are we to understand this verse?
(nwtsty study note)
Joh 4:10—How might the Samaritan woman have
understood Jesus’ expression “living water,” but
what was Jesus referring to? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) wp16.2 9 ˚1-4—Theme:
John 4:23 Explained.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 77
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Starting
Conversations That Can Lead to a Witness”:
(15 min.) Discussion. Conclude by encouraging
everyone to try to start at least one conversation
during the week. At the next midweek meeting,
publishers will have the opportunity to relate their
experiences.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 35
˚20-27, box on p. 89
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 35 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 4:1-15

JOHN 3-4  Jesus

Witnesses to a Samaritan Woman

4:6-26, 39-41
What enabled Jesus to witness informally?

How does this account illustrate the
importance of witnessing informally?

4:7—He started the conversation by asking for
a drink of water rather than by talking about the
Kingdom or identifying himself as the Messiah

4:9—He did not prejudge the Samaritan woman on the basis of
her race
4:9, 12—When she raised points that were potentially controversial,
he kept the conversation on track.—cf 77 ˚3
4:10—He opened with an illustration taken from the woman’s
daily life
4:16-19—Although she was living immorally, Jesus treated
her with dignity

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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S E PT E M B E R 1 7- 2 3  J O H N 5 - 6
˙ Song 2 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Follow Jesus With the Right Motive”: (10 min.)
Joh 6:9-11—Jesus miraculously fed a large crowd
(nwtsty study note on Joh 6:10)
Joh 6:14, 24—The people concluded that Jesus
was the Messiah and looked for him the next day
(nwtsty study note on Joh 6:14)
Joh 6:25-27, 54, 60, 66-69—Because the people
had the wrong motive for associating with Jesus
and his disciples, they stumbled at his words
(nwtsty study notes on Joh 6:27, 54; w05 9/1
21 ˚13-14)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 6:44—How does the Father draw people to
himself? (nwtsty study note)
Joh 6:64—In what sense did Jesus know “from
the beginning” that Judas would betray him?
(nwtsty study notes)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. The person raises an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. The person tells you that he
is a Christian.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 31
˙ How Did You Do?: (5 min.) Discussion. Invite the
audience to relate experiences that resulted from
trying to start conversations that led to a witness.
˙ “Nothing Was Wasted”: (10 min.) Discussion.
Play the video Eco-Friendly Design Brings Honor
to Jehovah—Excerpt.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 35
˚28-36
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 89 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 6:41-59

JOHN 5-6  Follow

Jesus With the Right Motive

6:9-11, 25-27, 54, 66-69
When Jesus gave an illustration that the disciples found diﬃcult to understand, some were stumbled and would no longer walk with him. Just one day
earlier, Jesus had fed them miraculously, conﬁrming that his power was from
God. So why did they stumble? Apparently, their motive for following Jesus
was selﬁsh. They were associating with Jesus for material advantage.

Why might we be stumbled if we
primarily serve Jehovah for the
following reasons?
˙ We enjoy being with God’s people

Each of us should ask himself: ‘Why do I follow Jesus? Is it primarily because
of current and future blessings? Or is it because I love Jehovah and want to
please him?’
˙ We want to live in Paradise

4

S E PT E M B E R 1 7- 2 3

Nothing Was Wasted
After Jesus miraculously fed 5,000 men plus women
and children, he instructed his disciples: “Gather
together the fragments left over, so that nothing is
wasted.” (Joh 6:12) Jesus showed appreciation for
Jehovah’s provisions by not wasting them.
In modern times, the Governing Body strives to
imitate Jesus by making wise use of dedicated
resources. For example, when building world
headquarters in Warwick, New York, the brothers
chose designs that allowed for the best use of
donated funds.

HOW CAN WE AVOID WASTE . . .
˙ when we are at Christian meetings?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ when we obtain publications for our personal use? (km 5/09 3 ˚4)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ when we pick up literature items for use in the ministry? (mwb17.02 4 ˚1)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ when we share in the ministry? (mwb17.02 4 ˚2, box)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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S E PT E M B E R 24 - 3 0  J O H N 7- 8
˙ Song 12 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Glorified His Father”: (10 min.)
Joh 7:15-18—When Jesus was praised for his teaching, he gave credit to Jehovah (cf 100-101 ˚5-6)
Joh 7:28, 29—Jesus said that he was sent as God’s
representative, which indicated his subjection to
Jehovah
Joh 8:29—Jesus told his listeners that he always did
the things pleasing to Jehovah (w11 3/15 11 ˚19)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 7:8-10—Did Jesus lie to his unbelieving ﬂeshly
brothers? (w07 2/1 6 ˚4)
Joh 8:58—What basis is there for rendering the
last expression of this verse “I have been” instead
of “I am,” and why is this important? (nwtsty study
note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Then invite the person to
the meeting.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lvs 9-10 ˚10-11

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 103
˙ “Demonstrate Christlike Humility and Modesty”:
(15 min.) Discussion. Play each video.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 36
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 119 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 8:31-47

JOHN 7-8  Jesus

Glorified His Father
How can we imitate Jesus when . . .
˙ teaching on a Bible study or from
the platform?

˙ praised by others?

7:15-18, 28, 29; 8:29
In all that he said and did, Jesus gloriﬁed his heavenly Father. Jesus wanted
people to know that his message came from God. So he made the Scriptures the
basis for his teaching and frequently quoted from them. When praised, Jesus deﬂected the acclaim from himself and directed it to Jehovah. His primary concern
was to accomplish the work Jehovah had given him to do.—Joh 17:4.
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˙ deciding how to spend our time?

S E PT E M B E R 24 - 3 0

Demonstrate Christlike Humility and Modesty
Even though Jesus was the greatest man who ever lived,
he showed humility and modesty by glorifying Jehovah.
(Joh 7:16-18) On the other hand, Satan became the Devil, which means “Slanderer.” (Joh 8:44) Satan’s attitude
was manifested by the Pharisees, whose pride caused
them to belittle anyone who showed faith in the Messiah.
(Joh 7:45-49) How can we imitate Jesus when we receive
privileges or responsibilities in the congregation?

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—AVOID JEALOUSY
AND BRAGGING, PART 1, AND THEN DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

˙ How did Alex manifest pride?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—AVOID JEALOUSY
AND BRAGGING, PART 2, AND THEN DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

˙ How did Alex manifest humility?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Alex encourage Bill and Carl?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—REPUDIATE PRIDE
AND INDECENCY, PART 1, AND THEN DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

˙ How did Brother Harris fail to demonstrate modesty?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—REPUDIATE PRIDE
AND INDECENCY, PART 2, AND THEN DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING:

˙ How did Brother Harris demonstrate modesty?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What did Brother Harris’ example teach Faye?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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S E PT E M B E R 1 0 - 1 6

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY

Starting Conversations That Can Lead to a Witness
Jesus was able to witness informally to a Samaritan woman because he started a conversation with her.
How can we improve our skills at starting conversations with strangers?
˙ Be friendly and speak to people. Although tired, Jesus started his conversation by simply asking for a drink. So you can begin with a warm greeting
and then perhaps comment on the weather or a current event. Remember,
the initial goal is just to start a conversation, so talk about any subject that
might be of interest to the person. If he or she does not respond, nothing is
lost. Try again with someone else. Ask Jehovah for courage.—Ne 2:4;
Ac 4:29.

˙ Try creating an opportunity for a witness by making a heartfelt statement
about your faith that might prompt the listener to ask for an explanation.
Jesus made intriguing statements that moved the woman to ask questions.
When he eventually introduced the good news, he was merely answering
her questions. [Play and discuss video 2, and then play and discuss
video 3.]

Starting a conversation is much
like playing a game of catch. Both
require at least two participants and
are relatively easy to initiate. At your
next opportunity, “toss” someone your
words, and see if you can start a conversation.
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˙ Be alert for an opportunity to introduce the good news, but do not be in a
hurry. Allow the conversation to develop naturally. If you force matters, the
person may become uneasy and stop conversing. Do not be disappointed if
the conversation ends before you can give a witness. If the idea of trying to
introduce the good news intimidates you, practice starting conversations
without the goal of giving a witness. [Play and discuss video 1.]
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INITIAL CALL
Question: How do we know that our suﬀering is not punishment from God?
Scripture: Jas 1:13
Link: Why do we suﬀer?

FIRST RETURN VISIT
Question: Why do we suﬀer?
Scripture: 1Jo 5:19
Link: How does God feel about our suﬀering?

SECOND RETURN VISIT
Question: How does God feel about our
suﬀering?
Scripture: Isa 63:9
Link: What will God do to end our suﬀering?

Displaying Christian love in Malawi

Sample Conversations

O C TO B E R 1 - 7  J O H N 9 - 1 0
˙ Song 25 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.

˙ “Jesus Cares for His Sheep”: (10 min.)
Joh 10:1-3, 11, 14—Jesus, “the ﬁne shepherd,”
knows his sheep personally and cares for their
needs abundantly (nwtsty media; w11 5/15 7-8 ˚5)
Joh 10:4, 5—The sheep know Jesus’ voice, not that
of strangers (cf 124-125 ˚17)
Joh 10:16—Jesus’ sheep enjoy unity (nwtsty study
note)

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 9:38—In what sense did the formerly blind beggar do obeisance to Jesus? (nwtsty study note)

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 37

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 14 ˚1-2

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 62
˙ Local Needs: (15 min.)
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 3 and Prayer

Joh 10:22—What was the Festival of Dedication?
(nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 9:1-17

JOHN 9-10  Jesus

Cares for His Sheep
10:1-5, 11, 14, 16
The relationship between a shepherd and his sheep
is based on knowledge and trust. Jesus, the Fine Shepherd, knows his sheep personally—their needs, their
weaknesses, and their strengths. The sheep know the
shepherd and trust his leadership.
How is Jesus, the Fine Shepherd, . . .
gathering his sheep?
guiding his sheep?
protecting his sheep?
feeding his sheep?

FOR MEDITATION: How can I show greater
appreciation for Jesus’ care?

O C TO B E R 8 - 1 4  J O H N 1 1 - 1 2
˙ Song 16 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample conversation.

˙ “Imitate Jesus’ Compassion”: (10 min.)
Joh 11:23-26—Jesus oﬀered words of comfort to
Martha (nwtsty study notes on Joh 11:24, 25)
Joh 11:33-35—Jesus felt intense emotions when he
saw Mary and others weeping (nwtsty study notes)
Joh 11:43, 44—Jesus took action to help those in
need

˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 11:49—Who appointed Caiaphas as high priest,
and for how long did he hold this oﬃce?
(nwtsty study note)

˙ Song 141
˙ Jesus Is “the Resurrection and the Life” (Joh
11:25): (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video ‘For a
Certainty God Made Him Lord and Christ’—Part II,
Excerpt. Then ask the audience the following questions: What does this account teach us about Jesus’
compassion? In what way is Jesus “the resurrection
and the life”? What miracles will Jesus perform in
the future?

Joh 12:42—Why were some Jews afraid to acknowledge Jesus as the Christ? (nwtsty study notes)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) w13 9/15 32—Theme: Why Did
Jesus Give Way to Tears Prior to the Resurrection of
Lazarus?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 38
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 147 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 12:35-50

JOHN 11-12  Imitate

Jesus’ Compassion

11:23-26, 33-35, 43, 44
What made Jesus’ compassion and empathy so remarkable?
˙ Although he did not experience all the circumstances of others,
Jesus put himself in their place and felt their pain
˙ He was not ashamed to show his emotions openly
˙ He took the initiative to help those in need

In what ways can I show consideration for the feelings of others?

How can I help those in need?

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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O C TO B E R 1 5 - 2 1  J O H N 1 3 - 14
˙ Song 100 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample conversation while witnessing informally.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “I Set the Pattern for You”: (10 min.)
Joh 13:5—Jesus washed the feet of the disciples
(nwtsty study note)
Joh 13:12-14—The disciples were under obligation to
“wash the feet of one another” (nwtsty study note)
Joh 13:15—All of Jesus’ disciples must follow his
pattern of humility (w99 3/1 31 ˚1)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 14:6—How is Jesus “the way and the truth and
the life”? (nwtsty study note)
Joh 14:12—How would those who exercise faith in
Jesus “do works greater” than he did? (nwtsty study
note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 114
˙ “Love Identifies True Christians—Reject Selfishness
and Provocation”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the
video “Have Love Among Yourselves”—Reject Selfishness and Provocation. As time allows, consider
the box “Bible Example for Meditation.”
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 39
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 120 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 13:1-17

Love Identifies True Christians—Reject Selfishness and Provocation
WHY IMPORTANT: Jesus taught that love

would identify his disciples. (Joh 13:34,
35) To display Christlike love, we must
look out for the interests of others and
avoid becoming provoked.—1Co 13:5.
HOW TO DO IT:

˙ When someone says or does something
hurtful, pause and analyze the cause of
the problem and the consequences of
your intended action.—Pr 19:11

How do we benefit the
congregation when we remain
calm under provocation?

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—REJECT SELFISHNESS AND
PROVOCATION, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ How did Larry overreact to Tom’s suggestion?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Remember that we are all imperfect,
and at times we say or do things that we
later regret

˙ How did pausing to reﬂect help Tom to avoid provocation?

˙ Resolve diﬀerences promptly

˙ How did Tom’s mild reply diﬀuse the tense situation?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BIBLE EXAMPLE FOR MEDITATION: David did not retaliate when Shimei shouted curses at him.—2Sa 16:5-13.

4

ASK YOURSELF, ‘In what situations might I demonstrate greater self-restraint?’

O C TO B E R 1 5 - 2 1

JOHN 13-14  “I

Set the Pattern for You”

13:5, 12-15
By washing the feet of his apostles, Jesus
taught them to be humble and to perform
lowly tasks in behalf of their brothers.

How can I show humility when . . .
˙ disputes, or disagreements, arise?

˙ I receive counsel or correction?

˙ the Kingdom Hall needs cleaning or maintenance?

5

O C TO B E R 2 2 - 2 8  J O H N 1 5 - 1 7
˙ Song 129 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample conversation.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “You Are No Part of the World”: (10 min.)
Joh 15:19—Jesus’ followers are “no part of the
world” (nwtsty study note)
Joh 15:21—Jesus’ followers are hated on account of
his name (nwtsty study note)
Joh 16:33—Jesus’ followers can conquer the world
in imitation of him (it-1 516)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 17:21-23—In what sense were Jesus’ followers
to be “one”? (nwtsty study notes)

˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 14 ˚3-4

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 101
˙ “Love Identifies True Christians—Protect Precious
Unity”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video “Have
Love Among Yourselves”—Do Not Keep Account of
the Injury. As time allows, consider the box “Bible
Example for Meditation.”
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 40

Joh 17:24—What is “the founding of the world”?
(nwtsty study note)

˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 106 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 17:1-14

JOHN 15-17  “You

Are No Part of the World”

15:19, 21; 16:33
˙ Jesus conquered the world by not becoming like it in
any respect
˙ Jesus’ followers would need courage to remain undeﬁled
by the attitudes and actions of the people in the world
around them
˙ Meditating on Jesus’ example as a conqueror can give
us the courage we need to imitate him

What situations may test my remaining separate from the world?

What kinds of media content could have a negative eﬀect on my
eﬀorts to remain separate from the world?
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O C TO B E R 2 9 – N OV E M B E R 4  J O H N 1 8 - 19
˙ Song 54 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Jesus Bore Witness to the Truth”: (10 min.)
Joh 18:36—The truth focuses on the Messianic
Kingdom
Joh 18:37—Jesus bore witness to the truth regarding God’s purposes (nwtsty study notes)
Joh 18:38a—Pilate apparently scoﬀed at the existence of truth in general (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 19:30—What does it mean that Jesus “gave up
his spirit”? (nwtsty study note)
Joh 19:31—What evidence indicates that Jesus died
on Nisan 14, 33 C.E.? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Then show the householder jw.org.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture and linking question.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) fg lesson 14 ˚6-7

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 46
˙ “Love Identifies True Christians—Rejoice With the
Truth”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video “Have
Love Among Yourselves”—Rejoice, Not Over Unrighteousness, But With the Truth. As time allows, consider the box “Bible Example for Meditation.”
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 41
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 32 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 18:1-14

JOHN 18-19  Jesus

Bore Witness to the Truth

18:36-38a
Jesus bore witness to the truth
regarding God’s purposes

˙ IN WORD: He zealously preached the truth about God’s Kingdom

As Jesus’ disciples, we too bear
witness to the truth

˙ IN WORD: We zealously preach the good news of God’s established
Kingdom with Christ as King, even in the face of ridicule

˙ IN DEED: His life course proved God’s prophetic word to be true

˙ IN DEED: We show by our strict neutrality and godly conduct that
we support Jesus’ kingship

ASK YOURSELF, ‘Is it obvious to those around me that my life is centered on bearing witness to the truth?’
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O C TO B E R 2 2 - 2 8  O C TO B E R 2 9 – N OV E M B E R 4

Love Identifies True Christians—Protect Precious Unity
WHY IMPORTANT: On the night before his

death, Jesus prayed that his disciples would
“be completely uniﬁed.” (Joh 17:23, ftn.) To
remain united, we must display love, which
“does not keep account of the injury.”
—1Co 13:5.
HOW TO DO IT:

˙ Imitate Jehovah by looking for the good
in others
˙ Forgive freely
˙ After resolving a matter, do not bring it
up again.—Pr 17:9

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—DO NOT KEEP ACCOUNT
OF THE INJURY, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ In the ﬁrst part of the video, how did Helen indicate that she was
‘keeping account of the injury’?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ In the second part of the video, how did Helen overcome her negative
thinking and develop a positive viewpoint?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Ultimately, how did Helen add to the unity of the congregation?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

BIBLE EXAMPLE FOR MEDITATION: The apostle Paul recognized John

Mark’s good qualities, even though John Mark had disappointed
him earlier.—Ac 13:13; 15:37, 38; 2Ti 4:11.
ASK YOURSELF, ‘How can I show conﬁdence in someone who has

disappointed me?’
Whom do we hurt the most if we keep
account of the injury?

Love Identifies True Christians—Rejoice With the Truth
WHY IMPORTANT: In imitation of Jesus, we

must bear witness to the truth regarding
God’s purposes. (Joh 18:37) We must also
rejoice with the truth, speak the truth, and
consider whatever things are true, despite
living in a world full of falsehood and unrighteousness.—1Co 13:6; Php 4:8.
HOW TO DO IT:

˙ Be determined not to listen to or spread
harmful gossip.—1Th 4:11
˙ Do not rejoice over another’s calamity

WATCH THE VIDEO “HAVE LOVE AMONG YOURSELVES”—REJOICE, NOT OVER
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, BUT WITH THE TRUTH, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING
QUESTIONS:

˙ In what sense did Debbie “rejoice over unrighteousness”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How did Alice steer the conversation with Debbie in a positive direction?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What are some of the good things that we can talk about?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ Take delight in positive, encouraging things

BIBLE EXAMPLE FOR MEDITATION: Lot was constantly tormented

ASK YOURSELF, ‘In what ways can I show that

Rejoice, not over unrighteousness,
but with the truth
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I rejoice, not over unrighteousness, but with the
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by the unrighteous conduct of people in Sodom and Gomorrah.
—2Pe 2:8.

NOVEMBER 2018

Our Christian Life and Ministry
MEETING WORKBOOK

+

Kingdom Hall construction in Australia

Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: Where can we ﬁnd help to deal with grief?
Scripture: 2Co 1:3, 4
Link: What happens when someone dies?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: What happens when someone
dies?

Question: What hope do we have for the
dead?

Scripture: Ec 9:5, 10

Scripture: Ac 24:15

Link: What hope do we have for the dead?

Link: Where will the resurrection take place?

N OV E M B E R 5 - 1 1  J O H N 2 0 - 2 1
˙ Song 35 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Do You Love Me More Than These?”: (10 min.)
Joh 21:1-3—After Jesus’ death, Peter and other
disciples went ﬁshing
Joh 21:4-14—The resurrected Jesus appeared to
Peter and other disciples
Joh 21:15-19—Jesus helped Peter understand
his priority (nwtsty study notes on Joh 21:15, 17)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Joh 20:17—What is the meaning of Jesus’ words to
Mary Magdalene? (nwtsty study note)
Joh 20:28—Why did Thomas call Jesus “my Lord
and my God”? (nwtsty study note)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) bhs 79 ˚21-22
—Invite the person to the meeting.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 37
˙ Local Needs: (15 min.)
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 42
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 45 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Joh 20:1-18

JOHN 20-21  “Do You

Love Me More Than These?”

21:1-19
In Bible times, successful ﬁshermen were patient, hardworking, and willing to endure hardship in the pursuit of a worthwhile reward. (w12 8/1 18-20) Such qualities would serve
Peter well as a ﬁsher of men. However, Peter needed to decide what he would put ﬁrst in his life—a secular career that
he enjoyed or the work of spiritually feeding Jesus’ followers.

What adjustments have you made in order to put
Kingdom interests first?

N OV E M B E R 1 2 - 1 8  AC T S 1 - 3
˙ Song 104 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Holy Spirit Is Poured Out on the Christian
Congregation”: (10 min.)
[Play the video Introduction to Acts.]
Ac 2:1-8, 14, 37, 38, 41—After receiving holy spirit,
Jesus’ disciples gave a witness that resulted in the
baptism of about 3,000
Ac 2:42-47—Jesus’ disciples showed great generosity and hospitality, allowing newly baptized ones visiting Jerusalem to lengthen their stay and have their
faith strengthened (w86 12/1 29 ˚4-5, 7)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 3:15—Why is Jesus called “the Chief Agent of
life”? (it-2 61 ˚1)
Ac 3:19—How does this verse describe the
way Jehovah forgives repentant wrongdoers?
(cl 265 ˚14)

˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) it-1 129 ˚2-3—Theme:
Why Was Judas Replaced When the Apostles
Who Died Faithful Were Not?

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 85
˙ “Cooperating to Preach in Multilingual Territory”:
(15 min.) Discussion by the service overseer. Play
and discuss the video. Outline local arrangements
for working multilingual territory.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
jy chap. 43 ˚1-7
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 68 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 2:1-21

ACTS 1-3  Holy

Spirit Is Poured Out on the Christian Congregation
2:1-8, 14, 37, 38, 41-47
Many Jews who were present in Jerusalem during Pentecost 33 C.E.
came from other nations. (Ac 2:9-11) Although they observed the Mosaic
Law, they may have lived in a foreign land their entire life. (Jer 44:1) Therefore, some may have looked and talked more like the natives of their country
than like the Jews. When 3,000 from this multinational crowd got baptized,
the Christian congregation suddenly became much more diverse. Despite
their diﬀerent backgrounds, “they were in constant attendance in the temple
with a united purpose.”—Ac 2:46.
How can you show genuine interest in . . .
people in your territory who are from other lands?

brothers and sisters in your congregation who are from other lands?

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
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N OV E M B E R 1 9 - 2 5  AC T S 4 - 5
˙ Song 73 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “They Kept Speaking God’s Word With Boldness”:
(10 min.)
Ac 4:5-13—Although “uneducated and ordinary,”
Peter and John did not hold back from defending
their faith before rulers and scribes (w08 9/1 15,
box; w08 5/15 30 ˚6)
Ac 4:18-20—Despite threats, Peter and John
refused to stop preaching
Ac 4:23-31—First-century Christians relied on
Jehovah’s holy spirit for boldness (it-1 128 ˚3)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 4:11—In what way is Jesus “the chief cornerstone”? (it-1 514 ˚4)
Ac 5:1—Why did Ananias and Sapphira sell some
of their property? (w13 3/1 15 ˚4)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. The person raises an objection that is
common in your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with the
sample conversation. The person tells you that he
is not a Christian.
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 82
˙ “Worldwide Benefits of Cart Witnessing”: (15 min.)
Discussion by the service overseer. Play the video
(video category OUR MEETINGS AND MINISTRY). If the
congregation does public witnessing locally using
a table or cart, show the display to the audience.
Outline local arrangements. If time allows, relate
or reenact a good local experience. Explain how
publishers can have a share.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
jy chap. 43 ˚8-18
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 64 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 5:27-42

ACTS 4-5  They

Kept Speaking God’s Word With Boldness

4:5-13, 18-20, 23-31
What qualiﬁed the apostles to be teachers? What enabled them to speak with conviction and boldness? “They had
been with Jesus,” the Great Teacher, and had learned from him. (Ac 4:13) What are some lessons that we can learn
from Jesus that will help us to be eﬀective ministers?
Match the following scriptures with the appropriate lesson.
SCRIPTURES
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LESSON

˙ Mt 6:33; Mr 6:31-34

˙ Rely on Jehovah

˙ Mt 10:18-20; 21:23-27

˙ Base your teaching on the Scriptures

˙ Mt 21:15, 16; Joh 7:16

˙ Do not let others intimidate you

˙ Mt 21:22; Lu 22:39-41

˙ Put the ministry ahead of personal
interests

N OV E M B E R 19 - 2 5

Worldwide Benefits of Cart Witnessing

According to Acts chapter 5, ﬁrst-century Christians went to the temple, a public place where
many people could be found, in order to share the good news. (Ac 5:19-21, 42) Today, we have
seen good results from cart witnessing in public places.
WATCH THE VIDEO WORLDWIDE BENEFITS OF CART WITNESSING, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

˙ When and how did cart witnessing begin?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What advantages does a mobile cart often have over a table?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What can we learn from the experience of Mi Jung You?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How does the experience of Jacob Salomé illustrate the value of cart witnessing?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What does the experience of Annies and her husband teach us about how to
witness eﬀectively when using a cart?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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N OV E M B E R 2 6 – D E C E M B E R 2  AC T S 6 - 8
˙ Song 124 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “The New Christian Congregation Is Tested”:
(10 min.)
Ac 6:1—Greek-speaking widows were apparently
being discriminated against in the congregation
(bt 41 ˚17)
Ac 6:2-7—The apostles acted to resolve the problem
(bt 42 ˚18)
Ac 7:58–8:1—Great persecution arose against the
congregation
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 6:15—In what sense was Stephen’s face “like an
angel’s face”? (bt 45 ˚2)
Ac 8:26-30—In what way are Christians today
privileged to share in work like that done by Philip?
(bt 58 ˚16)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Then invite the person to
the meeting.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) lvs 38 ˚16-17

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 109
˙ “A Gift in Hand for Jehovah”: (15 min.) Discussion
by an elder. Begin by playing the video ‘A Gift in
Hand to Jehovah’ (video category OUR ORGANIZATION).
Read the letter from the branch expressing appreciation for the donations received during the past
service year. Consider how we beneﬁt from making
donations. Outline the local congregation’s monthly
expenses. Discuss how we can donate and how
these donations are used. Commend the congregation for its generous support.
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.)
jy chap. 43 ˚19-29
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 67 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 6:1-15

ACTS 6-8  The

New Christian Congregation Is Tested

6:1-7; 7:58–8:1
Newly baptized Greek-speaking widows who had lengthened their visit to Jerusalem were
being discriminated against. Did this injustice stumble them, or did they patiently wait on
Jehovah to correct matters?
After Stephen was stoned and intense persecution caused Christians in Jerusalem to scatter
throughout Judea and Samaria, did they slow down in their ministry?
With Jehovah’s backing, the new Christian congregation
endured and ﬂourished.—Ac 6:7; 8:4.
ASK YOURSELF, ‘How am I dealing
with trials?’

6

N OV E M B E R 2 6 – D E C E M B E R 2

“A Gift in Hand for Jehovah”
How can we “come forward today with a gift in hand for
Jehovah”? (1Ch 29:5, 9, 14) Below are various ways in which
we can choose to make voluntary donations to support the
work of Jehovah’s Witnesses, both locally and worldwide.

DONATIONS MADE ONLINE OR PLACED IN
CONTRIBUTION BOXES SUPPORT:
THE WORLDWIDE WORK
˙ construction and operation of branch
facilities and remote translation oﬃces
˙ theocratic schools
˙ special full-time servants
˙ disaster relief
˙ printing, video production, and digital
publishing

LEARN MORE ONLINE
To see how you can donate, use one of
the following options:
˙ go to donate.jw.org
˙ select “Donations” in the About Us
section of jw.org
˙ use the “Donations” link at the bottom
of the home page on the JW Library app

LOCAL CONGREGATION EXPENSES
˙ congregation expenses, such as utilities and
basic maintenance of the Kingdom Hall
˙ any resolutions made by the congregation
to send funds to the branch oﬃce for:
* Kingdom Hall and Assembly Hall
construction worldwide
* the Global Assistance Arrangement
* other worldwide activities

CONVENTIONS AND ASSEMBLIES
Donations made to your regional convention are forwarded to
the worldwide work. In turn, the expenses related to regional,
special, and international conventions are paid from the worldwide work.
Donations made to a circuit are used to rent, operate, and
maintain assembly venues and for other circuit-related expenses. A circuit may resolve to contribute excess funds to the
worldwide work of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

In some countries, there is a document
entitled “Frequently Asked Questions”
that supplies answers to common questions about donations.
The video Tutorial for Making Donations
Electronically provides helpful information
on donation methods that are available.
CHARITABLE PLANNING
Some donations made to the worldwide
work require advance planning and/or
legal advice. These include:
˙ wills and trusts
˙ real estate, stocks, bonds,
and insurance
˙ conditional donations
If you would like to make such a donation,
contact your branch oﬃce, using the contact details found on donate.jw.org.
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N OV E M B E R 1 2 - 1 8

Cooperating to Preach in Multilingual Territory
People often respond more readily to the
Kingdom message when they hear it spoken
in their native language. Perhaps that is why
at Pentecost 33 C.E., Jehovah arranged
for “devout Jews from every nation under
heaven” to hear the good news in their “own
native language,” even though they likely
spoke a common language, such as Hebrew
or Greek. (Ac 2:5, 8) In multilingual areas
today, congregations that hold meetings in
diﬀerent languages may have territory in the
same neighborhoods. How can publishers in
such congregations cooperate to give everyone a witness while avoiding unnecessary
overlapping of eﬀorts that may irritate
householders?

˙ Consult (Pr 15:22): Service overseers should consult together and work out a mutually acceptable system for spreading the good news. If their territory is limited, congregations that preach in other languages will likely want you to skip homes that are in
their territory. However, if they are unable to cover all their territory regularly because
it is scattered over a large area, they may prefer that you not skip any homes but
inform them when someone in their territory shows interest. (od 93 ˚37) Or they may
ask that your congregation help them to ﬁnd people who speak the language of their
congregation and whose addresses can be transferred to their territory. (km 7/12 5,
box) Keep in mind that in some instances, more than one language may be spoken in
the same home. Arrangements for covering the territory should comply with applicable data protection laws.
˙ Cooperate (Eph 4:16): Carefully follow any direction you receive from your service
overseer. Are you conducting a Bible study with someone whose preferred language is
not the language of your congregation? The student would likely progress faster if you
transferred the study to a nearby congregation or group that speaks his language.
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˙ Prepare (Pr 15:28; 16:1): If a householder in your territory speaks a diﬀerent
language, do your best to share the good news. You can prepare by anticipating
the languages you may encounter and by downloading in advance Bible translations
and videos onto your mobile device. You can also use the JW Language app to learn
greetings in some languages.

DECEMBER 2018

Our Christian Life and Ministry
MEETING WORKBOOK

+

Singing during family worship in South Africa

Sample Conversations
INITIAL CALL
Question: What is the purpose of life?
Scripture: Ge 1:27, 28
Link: Why can we trust that God will fulﬁll his purpose?

FIRST RETURN VISIT

SECOND RETURN VISIT

Question: Why can we trust that God will
fulﬁll his purpose?

Question: What has God promised for the
future?

Scripture: Jos 21:45

Scripture: Re 21:4

Link: What has God promised for the future?

Link: How can we experience the blessings
that God has promised?

D E C E M B E R 3 - 9  AC T S 9 - 1 1
˙ Song 115 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call Video: (4 min.) Play and discuss the
video.

˙ “A Vicious Persecutor Becomes a Zealous Witness”:
(10 min.)
Ac 9:1, 2—Saul brutally persecuted Jesus’ disciples
(bt 60 ˚1-2)
Ac 9:15, 16—Saul was chosen to bear witness about
Jesus (w16.06 7 ˚4)
Ac 9:20-22—Saul became a zealous witness
(bt 64 ˚15)

˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.

˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 9:4—Why did Jesus ask Saul: “Why are you
persecuting me?” (bt 60-61 ˚5-6)

˙ Organizational Accomplishments: (7 min.) Play
the Organizational Accomplishments video for
December.

Ac 10:6—Why is it signiﬁcant that the apostle Peter
lodged with a tanner? (nwtsty study note)

˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 6

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 58
˙ Local Needs: (8 min.)

˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 44
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 59 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 9:10-22

ACTS 9-11  A

Vicious Persecutor Becomes a Zealous Witness
S YR I A

DID YOU KNOW?

9:15, 16, 20-22

The Romans allowed the Jews to
manage their own judicial aﬀairs.
Moreover, the Sanhedrin and
the high priest exercised moral
authority over Jews everywhere.
Therefore, they could authorize
Saul to arrest Jews who had become Christians, even those
who were in faraway places
like Damascus.

Saul acted swiftly on what he learned. Why did Saul
respond when others failed to do so? Because he
feared God more than man and he deeply appreciated the mercy Christ had shown him. If you are
studying the Bible but are not baptized, will you
imitate Saul by acting decisively on what you learn?
50
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D E C E M B E R 1 0 - 1 6  AC T S 1 2 - 14
˙ Song 60 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Barnabas and Paul Make Disciples in Faraway
Places”: (10 min.)
Ac 13:2, 3—Jehovah chose Barnabas and Saul for a
special work (bt 86 ˚4)
Ac 13:12, 48; 14:1—Their hard work yielded results
(bt 95 ˚5)
Ac 14:21, 22—Barnabas and Paul strengthened the
new disciples (w14 9/15 13 ˚4-5)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 12:21-23—What do we learn from what happened
to Herod? (w08 5/15 32 ˚7)
Ac 13:9—Why was Saul “also called Paul”?
(nwtsty study notes)

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation.
˙ First Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and discuss
the video.
˙ Talk: (6 min. or less) bt 78-79 ˚8-9—Theme: Pray
for Fellow Believers.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 65
˙ “Improving Our Skills in the Ministry—Helping
‘Rightly Disposed’ Ones to Become Disciples”:
(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Jehovah God
Will Help You (video category FAMILY).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 45
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 55 and Prayer

What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 12:1-17

ACTS 12-14  Barnabas

and Paul Make Disciples in Faraway Places
We can never know who is “rightly disposed
for everlasting life” until we oﬀer a witness,
perhaps many times. Therefore, we preach to
all without partiality.
To whom can I oﬀer a Bible study this week?
Paul and Barnabas before
Sergius Paulus

13:12, 48; 14:1, 21, 22
Despite ﬁerce opposition, Barnabas and Paul worked hard to help
meek ones to embrace Christianity

What are some ways that I can encourage
fellow Christians “to remain in the faith”?

˙ They preached to people of all backgrounds
˙ They encouraged new disciples “to remain in the faith”

5 2018 Christian Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Our Christian Life and Ministry—Meeting Workbook (ISSN 2380-3487) is published by Christian
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses; A. E. Shuster, President; W. H. Nonkes, Secretary-Treasurer; 675 Red Mills Road, Wallkill, NY 12589-3292. Printed in Canada.
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D E C E M B E R 1 7- 2 3  AC T S 1 5 - 1 6
˙ Song 96 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “A Unanimous Decision Based on God’s Word”:
(10 min.)
Ac 15:1, 2—The circumcision issue threatened
to divide the early Christian congregation
(bt 102-103 ˚8)
Ac 15:13-20—The governing body’s decision was
based on the Scriptures (w12 1/15 5 ˚6-7)
Ac 15:28, 29; 16:4, 5—The governing body’s decision strengthened the congregations (bt 123 ˚18)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 16:6-9—What can we learn from this account
about expanding our ministry? (w12 1/15 10 ˚8)
Ac 16:37—How did the apostle Paul use his Roman
citizenship to advance the good news? (nwtsty
study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Initial Call: (2 min. or less) Begin with the sample
conversation. Respond to an objection common in
your territory.
˙ First Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample
conversation. Introduce and discuss (but do not
play) the video Why Study the Bible?
˙ Second Return Visit Video: (5 min.) Play and
discuss the video.

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 74
˙ “Joyfully Praise Jehovah With Song”: (15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Children Praise Jehovah in
Song (video category MUSIC). To conclude the part,
invite all to stand and sing along to the video Song
084 Reaching Out (video category CHILDREN).
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 46
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 102 and Prayer

What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?
˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 16:25-40

ACTS 15-16  A

Unanimous Decision Based on God’s Word

What can we learn from the way this situation was resolved?
15:1, 2—Exercise humility and patience. Rather than settling the issue themselves, Paul and Barnabas sought direction from Jehovah’s organization.

What is one example of recent
direction received from Jehovah’s
organization?

15:28, 29—Trust God’s organization. The congregation was conﬁdent that
Jehovah would direct matters by means of his holy spirit and Christ Jesus.
16:4, 5—Obey. The congregations prospered when they followed the direction from the governing body.

How do I beneﬁt from following it?

A congregation listens to the
decision of the governing body

D E C E M B E R 1 7- 2 3

Joyfully Praise Jehovah With Song
Paul and Silas praised Jehovah with song
while they were in prison. (Ac 16:25) No
doubt their singing strengthened them
to endure. What about us today? Songs
used for worship and original songs can
lift our spirit and help us to remain faithful when under trial. More than that, they
praise Jehovah. (Ps 28:7) We have been
encouraged to memorize the lyrics of at
least some of the songs. Have you tried
to do so? We can use family worship to
practice the songs and learn the lyrics.

WATCH THE VIDEO CHILDREN PRAISE JEHOVAH IN SONG, AND THEN ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
What good eﬀect can singing Kingdom songs have on us?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do Audio/Video Departments prepare to record a singing session?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do children and their families prepare for a recording session?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are your favorite Kingdom songs, and why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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D E C E M B E R 24 - 3 0  AC T S 1 7- 1 8
˙ Song 78 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Imitate the Apostle Paul in Preaching and
Teaching”: (10 min.)
Ac 17:2, 3—Paul reasoned from the Scriptures and
used references when teaching (nwtsty study notes)
Ac 17:17—Paul preached wherever he found people
(nwtsty study note)
Ac 17:22, 23—Paul was observant and established
common ground (nwtsty study note)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 18:18—What can be said about the vow Paul
made? (w08 5/15 32 ˚5)
Ac 18:21—How should we imitate Paul as we pursue
spiritual goals? (nwtsty study note)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Use the sample conversation. Introduce and discuss (but do not
play) the video What Happens at a Bible Study?
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture, and oﬀer a study publication.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 7

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 70
˙ Thoroughly Preach and Teach the Good News:
(15 min.) Discussion. Play the video Family Worship:
Paul—He Thoroughly Preached the Good News
(video category THE BIBLE). Then ask the following
questions: How did the family in the video recognize
that they needed to improve the quality of their ministry? What facets of the apostle Paul’s ministry did
they imitate? What blessings did they experience as
a result? What are some ideas for family worship
that you might use?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 47
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 151 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 17:1-15

ACTS 17-18  Imitate

the Apostle Paul in Preaching and Teaching

17:2, 3, 17, 22, 23
How can we imitate the apostle Paul’s example?

˙ We can use the Scriptures to
reason with people, and we
can adapt our reasoning to
our audience

˙ We can preach where and
when we are likely to ﬁnd
people

˙ We can tactfully acknowledge others’ beliefs in order
to establish common ground

FOR MEDITATION: Where and when can I ﬁnd more people to witness to in my
congregation’s territory?

D E C E M B E R 3 1 – JA N UA RY 6  AC T S 19 - 2 0
˙ Song 103 and Prayer
˙ Opening Comments (3 min. or less)

TREASURES FROM GOD’S WORD
˙ “Pay Attention to Yourselves and to All the Flock”:
(10 min.)
Ac 20:28—Elders shepherd the congregation
(w11 6/15 20-21 ˚5)
Ac 20:31—Elders oﬀer assistance “night and day”
as necessary (w13 1/15 31 ˚15)
Ac 20:35—Elders must display a self-sacriﬁcing
spirit (bt 172 ˚20)
˙ Digging for Spiritual Gems: (8 min.)
Ac 19:9—How did the apostle Paul set an example
in being industrious and adaptable? (bt 161 ˚11)
Ac 19:19—How did the Ephesians set an example
that is worthy of imitation? (bt 162-163 ˚15)
What has this week’s Bible reading taught you
about Jehovah?
What other spiritual gems have you discovered
in this week’s Bible reading?

APPLY YOURSELF TO THE FIELD MINISTRY
˙ Second Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Begin with
the sample conversation. Give the householder a
JW.ORG contact card.
˙ Third Return Visit: (3 min. or less) Choose your own
scripture and linking question.
˙ Bible Study: (6 min. or less) jl lesson 15

LIVING AS CHRISTIANS
˙ Song 99
˙ Train Young Men Who Are Reaching Out: (15 min.)
Discussion. Play the video (video category THE BIBLE).
Then answer the following questions: What vital role
do elders play in the congregation? (Ac 20:28) Why
must elders continue to train others? How can elders imitate Jesus’ example of training his apostles? What attitude should brothers have toward
being trained? (Ac 20:35; 1Ti 3:1) What practical
training can elders give them? What balanced view
should elders have toward those whom they are
training?
˙ Congregation Bible Study: (30 min.) jy chap. 48
˙ Review Followed by Preview of Next Week (3 min.)
˙ Song 118 and Prayer

˙ Bible Reading: (4 min. or less) Ac 19:1-20

ACTS 19-20  “Pay

Attention to Yourselves and to All the Flock”

20:28, 31, 35
Elders feed, protect, and care for the
ﬂock, remembering that each sheep
was bought with Christ’s precious
blood. Christians truly appreciate and
love those who, like Paul, give of themselves unselﬁshly in behalf of the ﬂock.
Ask yourself, ‘How am I showing my
appreciation for the hard work of the
congregation elders?’
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DECEM BER 10 - 16

IMPROVING OUR SKILLS IN THE MINISTRY

Helping “Rightly Disposed” Ones to Become Disciples
WHY IMPORTANT: Jehovah makes seeds of truth grow in the

hearts of those who are “rightly disposed for everlasting life.”
(Ac 13:48; 1Co 3:7) We work along with him by focusing our
eﬀorts in the ministry on those who respond to what they learn.
(1Co 9:26) Bible students need to understand that Christian
baptism is necessary to gain salvation. (1Pe 3:21) We help them
to become disciples by teaching them to make changes
in their life, to preach and teach, and to dedicate their life to
Jehovah.—Mt 28:19, 20.
HOW TO DO IT:

˙ Remind Bible students that the purpose of their study is
to help them ‘come to know’ Jehovah and please him.
—Joh 17:3
˙ Help them to make spiritual progress by overcoming obstacles,
such as bad habits and questionable association
˙ Strengthen and encourage them before and after their
baptism.—Ac 14:22

WATCH THE VIDEO JEHOVAH GOD WILL HELP YOU, AND THEN
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
˙ What fears might hold someone back from dedication and
baptism?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ How can elders help Bible students to make spiritual
progress?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

˙ What does Isaiah 41:10 teach us about Jehovah?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do we work along with Jehovah
in making disciples?

˙ What qualities will enable us to serve Jehovah acceptably,
even though we are imperfect?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Do You Ask for Referrals?
If you have a Bible student who is making good progress, have you asked him if any of his friends
or relatives would enjoy learning what the Bible teaches? (Joh 1:40, 41) You might encourage him
to describe the study arrangement to his friends and then arrange for you to
demonstrate a Bible study to one of them. By asking for referrals, we keep
searching for deserving ones.—Mt 10:11.
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